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Preface 

The people of Hastings 
This is a county noted for its 
ora, the province's first gold rus 


County live in an historic part of Ontario. 
Indian lore, its early iron mines at Marm- 
h, the giant cekee and ae ae 

ires, ¢ he pioneer cheese industry. The county has been 
ee ae businessmen such as Billa Flint and Ee Corby. 
The noted writer Susanna Moodie lived here for ae os s Pee: 
lawyer, John At Macdonald practised law before the ar the old court 
house, and one of his successors as prime minister, Mac enzie Bowell, 
was closely linked with this county for all ‘of his adult life. The county 
town, Belleville, a product of the United Empire Loyalist days, nearly 
became the capital of Canada in the 1850's. 


This book is intended to present a series of historical glimpses of 
the county’s past and to record—in brief outline—the story of each of 
the county’s 27 individual municipalities. Although the city of Belleville 
and the town of Trenton have been independent, self-governing muni- 
cipalities for over a century, they continue to form a part of the county 
for judicial and electoral purposes. Moreover, since Belleville is the county 
town, and since both Belleville and Trenton have played a large role in 
the development of Hastings County, their stories have been included.. 
So too have the Mohawks of the Crown lands of the Tyendinaga Reserve, 
in whom the county takes great pride. 


The writing of this history, begun some five years ago, has been 
made possible by the splendid co-operation of many interested persons. 
The members of the 1965, 1966, and 1967 county councils have support- 
ed the project through grants, by arranging for material to be sent in 
from their municipalities, and by reading the draft chapters and offer- 
Ing constructive suggestions. County officials have been most obliging, 
oy W. N. Hurst, Miss Ivy Eggleton, Steve Geneja, and the staff 
of the Registry Office. Clerk-treasurer Carl Bateman has provided wise 
peeetay ee as have his staff members. A very real debt is owed 
0 k- Se ein 
led ee . ee ee ec keen interest in history 
un 1 
source of information. Fe ee eae 
_The work of research was 
at various libraries and archives, 


pense by kind and scholarly people 
of fj an es, especially the archivists and technical 
oe ee Archives at Ottawa, the Provincial Archives at 
Balas. oe . ae Department of Lands and Forests; Miss Olive 
See ee ee eh and the staff of the Corby Library, Belleville; 
a eee S : an the staff of the Hastings County Museum. Sev- 

y._tends of the Hastings County Historical Society assist- 


ed by researching th ae 
Clew23 Office = Bee eee files and the records of the County 


ly M 
B tty Mir. and Mrs; He Bedell at een 
Graham, Age oe James Connell, Miss M. Man ‘Mi Howard 
> K. 5S. Hill and Mr. and Mrs. C. L. R. Wanataeee 
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Many persons have ¢ 
Among those to whom 
Olive G. Ashe, Mrs. 
J. B. Belshaw, Mr. and Mrs. 
Brown, Dr. H. C. Burleigh, 
Mrs. Violet Carrol, J. S. Ca 
Churcher, Leslie Claus, Gil 


ontributed notes and pictures for this book. 
the reader is most indebted are Joseph Allore, Miss 


Joseph E. Best, Fred Bradley, Mrs. Murney 
Mrs. Roy Bush, D. K. Card, Beryl Carman. 
= Mrs. bhai Caverly, C. S. Chard, J. L. 
otton, Andrew Jefferson Davis. 7. Harry 
M. Davis, W. A. Dempsey, James Eadie, Mrs. J. English, ie ae 
Farley, Mrs. H. A. Fentie, Miss Bessie M. Fleming, Miss Helen Fraleck. 
W. R. Freeman, Miss Jane Gay, A. G. Giles, Clarence Graham, Gordon 
Groves, Mrs. Herbert Hawkins, Mrs. Mary J. Hennessy, Melville Hill. 
Kenneth Holland, Miss Flossie Ibey, Mr. and Mrs. Charles Irvine, Mrs. 
Thomas Jenkins, Mrs. Basil Kuglin, O. W. Larry, Mrs. Marion Lavoy, 
Mrs. J. R. MacKillican, Madoc Women’s Institute, Mrs. J. P. McAlpine, 
Mrs. Alex McGibbon, Mrs. Florence McKeown, V. A. McMurray, William 
Michaud, Nick Mika, Mrs. Reta Murphy, Mrs. Ralph Plumpton, Prof. 
R. Preston, Lloyd Price, Mrs. Arthur Pyear, Andrew Ramsbottom, M. 
Regan, Mrs. Fred Richter, Wallace Havelock Robb, Mrs. M. J. Ryan, 
Mrs. Frank Slater, Mrs. Ida Smith, Rev. Bowen P. Squire, Dr. G. F. 
Stanley, Mrs. Gilbert Thompson, Miss Grace Warren, Stanley Weir, C. R. 
Whittemore, Guy Wilson, Mrs. Arthur Wood, Max Woolley and W. J. C. 
Wright. 


The text has been read in its entirety by Mrs. Egerton Boyce, Mrs. 
James Connell, Mrs. K. C. Walker and Robert Watson, each of whom has 
offered valuable suggestions for its improvement. Proofreaders have in- 
cluded Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Jones, Mrs. W. J. Musgrove, and Christopher 
Stock. Several students at Centennial Secondary School have assisted, 
notably Miss Nicky Gardner, Robert Madill, Michel Poirier and Ray- 
mond Potstra. 

The series of county maps has been prepared by Mrs. Charles 
Shean. Miss Barbara Bates and Mrs. Beverley Boyce typed the manu- 
script. | 

The illustrations are acknowledged at the end of the text; ee 
a special word of thanks should go to Richard De ide ey Fs 
for his great assistance in i pe old Bae cat wuniis. i cs 
; man S. 
eet . a Ca Stee 4 The Intelligencer staff, especially 
Sheriff Neilson, Norm Johnson and Mrs. K. Chambers. 


This book would not have been possible without the example of 


historians and writers, 
sanna Moodie; the expert a 
knowledge of the county's ear 
improvements in the text; and 
ment of my wife and family, 
been attempted. 


notably William Canniff, W. C. Mikel, and Su- 
dvice of Thomas S. Ransom, whose SiieuaIve 
ly surveys and development led to many 
the understanding and active encourage- 
without whom this work could not have 


James Aylsworth, Mrs. Ken Bateman, Clyde Bell, . 
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The development of Hastings County has been closely linked with its 
geography. Our people have earned their livelihood from the county’s 
forests, fields and mines; often ‘t has been a struggle. The early settler 
fought the forests to bring forth his first crops. The lumberman exploited 
the virgin forests and discovered that nature’s bounty can be limited. At 
times, the miner found a rich reward underground; usually these 
deposits of gold and other minerals ran out after tempting the miner to 


invest heavily of his time and resources. ; i 
with an area of 2,323 square miles, is the Seco 


Hastings County, : 
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mainly on farms, although tourism. mining, 
for some rural population. 


Geography has determined the 
ern two-thirds, covered by the ane 


and forestry activities account 


nee patterns. The county’s north- 
lent rocks Sanadian Shi is 
2 ahead settled. The southern third. a of he ok 
ae ; Le site of aoa towns and farming development. An 
p Passing through Hungerford, Huntingdon, Rawdon and Mar- 
mora townships marks the southern limit of the Canadian Shield. 
a a iaagaoers 5 caw pockets of good agriculture 
uly of granite gneiss, chlorite, gabbro. 
quartzite and marble) is generally exposed or covered by a thin veneer of 
stony tills. These unsorted deposits were laid down several thousand years 
ago by a huge continental glacier. The glacier, probably a part of the 
Third Ice Age, originated in northern Quebec and covered eastern Canada. 
travelling southward beyond the Canadian boundaries. The ice sheet re- 
moved some of the loose surface materials from the Canadian Shield 
and deposited them further south, so that the agriculture in the northern 
United States and southern Ontario is partly based on “imported soil”. 


In fact, although some surface material was carried south. the hard- 
ness of the underlying rock of the Canadian Shield restricted glacial 
gouging and resulted in thin soils over much of the northern part of the 
county. The exposed nature of the underlying igneous and metamorphic 
rock was an asset to the miner, who has found in the central and northern 
sections the iron, gold and uranium for which the county has become 
famous. 

As the ice sheet moved south, less resistance was offered by the 
horizontal limestone beds of the Great Lakes - St. Lawrence Lowlands. 
The rather massive thickly-bedded Black River limestones which border 
the Shield were more extensively eroded and to-day are covered by shallow- 
to-deep tills tending towards stoniness. In the extreme southwest the surface 
features of the Trenton limestones are thicker and less stony, reaching a 
maximum thickness of approximately two hundred feet in the Oak Hills. 
Most of these hills are whaleback-shaped with the steep Nee sae 
facing towards the north-east. The material that makes up Ce age ins, 
as the whalebacks are named, is a calcareous loam iors — ee ee 
the Black River limestones, but mainly from the soft, eas Y a 
Trenton limestones which underlie this part of the county. Interspers 


with the drumlins are long gravel and sand Hee aa eskers. aoe 
rater from the top of the glacier sat 

-s were formed when melt wa ! so ag ss 
Se rivers beneath the glacier. The Ridge Road from Stirling to West 


= i ast 
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untin 


its -d is part of one. } , 
‘ent River at Frankfor anikford:: allbridge, 
a : us Eceaes except for an area near Frankford and Wallbridge 
n sou , 


he drumlins b ; ‘umlins are 
i and less pronounced. The drum 

; i come less frequent an E cin cee 
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oe ; ‘s a elacial melt-water filled the basin now occuple ; 
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With the disappearance of the glacier and Lake Iroquois, the present 
tself. The northern third of Hastings 


i stablish 1 
river pattern began to es i 
ae is drained by the York River and other tributaries of the Mad- 
awaska; the remainder by the Trent, Moira, and Salmon rivers. 

It is on the [roquois Plains that the best agricultural land of the 


county is located. A recently published study by the University of Guelph 


llace 
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agricultural potential of this plain is above avera 

e 

d by the county land assessment - 


(1963) states that the 
le living in the southern third of 


for the most part, a statement supporte 
which shows the great majority of peop 


the county. 


Although the 
| agriculture is restricted in over 
f or poorly drained land between 
lying the Black River Limestone a 
locations in the area. 


soils on the drumlins in the Oak Hills are quite good 
half that area because of the steep slo 
the drumlins. The rather stony soils cone 
lso restrict agriculture to more avon 


Bridgewater (Actino- 
lite) in Elzevir Town- 
ship, from a sketch by 
J. Perrigo, 1870. The 
area had been heavily 
lumbered. 
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“pl ma few favourable sud ois ai aoe ‘ee ee 
i 2 ere. a hunting. Uranium mining near aeen aS ee Pe 
go a revival as demands for atomic energy een a 
. inerals 


uch a ron i . . 9 


(0-714 


Tourism is : 

‘ 5 Seta pid] 2 I . : 

Quinte an pidly becoming a major ; 

x and the Trent- major count 

hoaternenk eee Severn Waterway play host . rea The Bay of 
: , sun . un 

our relatively large tates cottage settlements have spru nes Ota 

favourable sites r aes gull the Highlands of ee Ue on many of 
ites remain to be developed s of Hastings, and many other 


of the cour 

j ity. The a 
road lines th ccompanying m 

S that connect thi g¢ map (No. 1) sh 

Pe ows the main rail and 


Ottawa. Hi co 
: . Highway 62 fr unty directly with Tor 
south artery for the Dae Foxboro to Maynooth ee ee on 
The aa eee y as a whole s as a major north- 
: > extensi . ; 
War on of this r 
on Bay would mak a route northward thr 
of the 1860"s € the county a main gat rough Algonquin Park to 
eway to the north, remini 
’ eminiscent 


known as when, because of 
as the Gateway to the ee ne Oo ee 
~ = MF - 


"heade,; ot this chapter in dratt Fee: Rickla dad Wallace 


Plavelect Robb "hey _ Sp aire, Leslie Claus 


Chapter 2 


Before the White Man 


One is always fascinated by the early Indians because 


so little is known about them. (Boys) 


Our knowledge of the earliest inhabitants of Hastings County is based 
on the work of the archaeologists, the accounts of early white explorers, and 
the traditional legends of the Indians. 
have neglected our area, the white 
the early seventeenth century, 


Unfortunately, the archaeologists 
explorers did not touch the county until 
and the legends are not always reliable. 
Reverend Bowen P. Squire of Consecon is one of the few archaeolo- 
gists to study this area. At Consecon Lake (south of Trenton in Prince 
Edward County) he has excavated a site which he believes has been inhabit. 
ed for thousands of years by successive generations of peoples. To date. 
he has identified remains of three distinct cultures: the Laurentian (which 


Reverend Squire compares the remains of a skull 
buried near Trenton before the birth of Christ 
with another some 350 years old (right) unearth 
ed at Carrying Place 


a ele 
Date ow S quire’s AHe POS ae Fe ods | 


gs 7 Cantey Hatanenl Seitey Mev I, 


/ 


We Ce ee en 


Picture prom Llelbegsarr, hus tt 
CElmer Bonter ) 


An archaeological dig on the Squire 
Site, 1956 — Reverend Bowen P. 
Squire (left) with Mr. and Mrs. M. 
C. Cummings of Belleville. 
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date back to the end of the ice age), the 
apa as later Indian tribes. The people of these 
de use of the waterways of the Trent, 
were the aboriginal inhabitants of this 


s -chaeologists 
ie "ener and finally the 
cultures, who in their travels ma 
the Moira, and the Bay of Quinte, 
region. ‘e the birth of Christ, the people of the Laurentian culture roamed 
ae eae Bay of Quinte region and Hastings County. They were nomads 
Be ted by hunting and fishing. Their weapons were made of granitic 
a te of quartzite, and finally of slate, some of which came from 
quarries near the head of the Sagonaska (Moira) River. The use of slate 
for projectiles and spear heads may have been introduced about 1000 
B. C. by infiltrating Point Peninsular tribes who also appear to have 
brought ‘1 the art of ceramics. Perhaps two thousand years ago these people 
turned their hand to farming and the gathering of seeds and other wild 


products for food. 

Among the early inhabitants were the Mound Builders. Some of their 
anejent mounds still to be found upon the shores of the Bay of Quinte were 
studied as early as the 1850's by T. C. Wallbridge of Belleville. He located 
ind examined perhaps one hundred distinct mounds, mostly in Prince Edward 
County in the Township of Ameliasburgh between Massassaga Point and 
Rednersville. Other mounds were found at intervals along the shores of 
the Bay of Quinte and ascending the River Trent. These mounds had a 
diameter of approximately eight feet and were less than five feet high. In 
August, 1859, Mr. Wallbridge opened five of the mounds revealing that 
at least some of them had been used for burial. Found buried with the 
skeletons were common fossils, several very much decayed fresh water 
shells, a few small lumps of iron ochre perhaps used for painting the 
face), an eagle breast bone, a bear tusk, and a beaver tooth. 


The human remains found in the surface-soil of the mounds indicated 
that the Mississauga Indians used the mound for burial purposes in the seven- 
teenth century, although skeletons found in a sitting posture in the centre 
of be mound belonged to some other and far earlier race 
tidian (eee ¢ archaeological data, Hastings County is rich in 
fidiantian at Z : © most significant legends concerns the outstanding 

acer Veganawedah, who is said to have been born in the middle 


of the fifteenth centur 
on the shores of the Bay of nee about twp ane aa 


Spirit spoke to the grandmother saying: “I have 
arefully because when he 
ever be forgotten.” 


Material obtained from a mound 
t ! on the shore of the Bay of Quinte by T 3 
ad showing (1) back of bone comb (2-7) bone comb teeth and ae Be = i a 
arbed arrow-blade or point of fish-spear Joon aaiiaie 


Sh f Pictures Fr ow T- C- Wallbridge, “On Some Maids tn Phe 
ones 0 + | Bay of Quinte / Canadian Journal Sept : | Béc — copy at 


Hastings County Mauaseum supplied by T-G- Wrightmeyer 


ie | 960 Ly Deanne 


Aoned or 
Hie RES, net bed itl MSs iy Leaks Hill —also 
comments of Miss Marion Maracle of “F-R: |, Deservnto 
When Deganawedah was in his early twenties, he was said to have 
built a canoe of white rock and to have paddled across Lake Ontario to 
what is now New York State. There he found several warring tribes whom 
he addressed: “I come from the Creator to build the Great Peace and to 
> When they saw that he travelled in a stone 
ke for the Creator. As a result of his efforts 
Hayonhwatha, the warring tribes formed the 
being the imposition of peace and mutual 


give you the Great Law.’ 
canoe, they knew that he spo 
and those of his spokesman, 
Iroquois Confederacy, its object 
support in case of attack. 
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feasts he Iroquoian League of “People of the Long House” con- 
e lro 


the Flint), Onondagas, and Oneidas. By 
the Senecas had joined and shortly thereafter the 
the sixteenth century ras did not join until compelled to in the eighteenth 
Cayugas. ae ete ‘are not considered as one of “The League”. 
century and histo laid down all of the laws which were to be used by the 
, wedah al Then Deganawedah said: “We have now finished the 
council of pate es sent here, so I will now cover myself with a bark. 
as fall into hardships and poverty I will return. 
- bi day the Sacred Mound near Deseronto, where Deganawedah 
o this day heen born, is regarded with reverence by some Indians. 
was said to have been ecords support the theory, it is nevertheless possible 
Although no pane), a TEea Indians (our first Loyalists) were 
pee eae this land after the American Revolution. 


The legend of Deganawedah has been popularized by Wallace Have- 
lock Robb. A native of Belleville and the founder of Abbey Dawn near 
Kineston, Robb has made a study of Indian legends and lore. In his book 
Thunderbird (1949) he suggests that ““Dek-a-na-we-da” means “two streams 
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Indian Princess Kahn-Tineta Horn 
with Andrew Maracle at Degana- 
wedah monument near council 
house on Tyendinaga Reserve. 
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Robb also refers to t 
bel 


cert i Thunderbird, rah-way-rosta, a supernatural 
, y some early tribes to cay ; ine: other 
tribes regarded it as the Bi se thunder and lightning; 


rd of Darkness — the great horned owl. The 
tes Dee i ie associated the Thunderbird with Eagle Hill 
nestin cre Fish-eagles (ospreys) have been in the habit of 


g, and from 1 5 J 
lightning to the amt 2 (according to legend) one can always see 


ee Ln 
Cayuga Village at Kentio as it would have appeared in the mid-seventeenth century (from 
painting by Reverend Squire). 


(Ptwre Lense ty Rew Squire) Tah, Thandarkied 5-233 
H-CM: Negutive- Ti DIAN -3 ee 
Robb calls the sanctuary of the Thunderbird_Y 0-ya-da-do-konthe; from 
which came the word Kente. This would later be spelled Quinty or Quinte, 
although even in the late nineteenth century older settlers along the front 


of — am t spoke of Kente or panty, 
vp b Leinte / Out- Hist So. Tag ers v Ke cards 


"Yiscovery a oration ot the Bay 
Gy ytted Thistorians have disagreed Th Robb’s interpretation. goer vdl- 5, 


Coyn stated (1901) that the name came from the Iroquois word Kenta or /70*. 
Kahenta meaning meadow or prairie. Reverend Squire rejects the connection 
between Kente and Quinte believing the origin of Quinte to be quintus, the 
Latin word for fifth, perhaps indicating that this was the fifth point from 
some central location. According to Reverend Squire, Kente was an Indian 
village in the northwest corner of Prince Edward County, and its name 
had a dual meaning — “The Place to Stop” or “The Place to Go Forward”, 
the latter suggesting the position of the village at the centre of the trailways 
to each of the four cardinal compass points. 
Like many local archaeologists and historians, Wallace Havelock Robb 


suggests that the Indian village of Kente moved from place to place. For a 
located at the site of the city of Belle- 


time he believes that the village was 
ville and it was in this location that much of thames ty econ ot 


Thunderbird takes place. ee Robh, a —. 
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Chapter 3 


A Part of New France 
For more than 200 years Hastings County was governed 
( ZUU ! | 
hy France. Its white people. though few in number. 
spoke French practised Catholicism. and were loyal 
Ss . oe 
subjects of the French Kings. 


Eaanitt; 


eitlemety The history of French Canada began in 1534 with the landing of 

p “a Jacques Cartier on the coast of Gaspe. However, early attempts at settle- 
ment were disappointing, and it was only in 1603 with the arrival of the 
notable figure Samuel de Champlain that French power on the American 
continent was forcefully established. : 

\ distinguished soldier, sailor, explorer and veographer, Champlain 
was the first known white man to visit Hastings County. In 1615, he passed 
down the Trent River system with a band of allied Huron Indians on his 
wav from the Lake Couchiching area to attack a rural Iroquois village 
south of Lake Ontario. 

His description of the land in the vicinity of the lower Trent is of 
interest: 

“Tt is certain that all this country is very fine and of pleasing char- 

. acter. Along the shores one would think the trees had been planted for 
f ornament in most places. Moreover all these regions in time past were 
{ inhabited by savages, who have since been compelled to abandon them 
| out of fear of their enemies. Vines and walnut trees grow there in great 


Samuel de Champlain 
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Champlain’s attack on the 
Onondaga Village near Os- 
wego, 1615 (from Les Voya- 
ges du Sieur de Champlain 


Paris, 1639.) [P-A C-] 


A athe. 


quantity. Grapes here come to maturity, but there remains alwavs a very 
pungent acidity which one feels in the throat after eating many of them. 
This proceeds from lack of cultivation. The cleared portion of these regions 
is quite pleasant. As to game, it is in great abundance in its season. There 
are also many cranes as white as swans, and other kinds of birds. resembl- 
ing those of France.” 

Champlain also described the Indians’ method of hunting deer and 
bear, in which four or five hundred Indians, “shouting and making a great 
noise” drove the frightened game before them to the water’s edge. There. 
waiting Indians in canoes speedily despatched the stags and other animals. 

A popular tradition suggests that on reaching the Bay of Quinte Cham- 
plain ascended Trenton’s Mount Pelion for a view of the surrounding 
countryside. Unfortunately, Champlain’s journal does not substantiate this 
tradition, nor do his writings support historian W. C. Mikel’s statement 
hat Champlain discovered the site of Belleville, although a recently dis- 
covered Champlain map of 1616 indicates that the explorer was at least 
familiar with the presence of a river in the general vicinity of the Moira. 

Arriving in October, 1615, at the lake of the “Entouhonorons” (Lake 
Ontario) Champlain crossed the eastern end to attack the Onondaga nation 
of the Iroquois near Oswego. The attack failed, however, the village being 
too strongly fortified and Champlain’s allies lacking both numbers and 
discipline. Morever, he received two wounds and had to be carried tied 
up and bound on the back of one of the Indians for several i es me 

After recrossing to the northern shore of Lake Ontario, Champlain’s 
party proceeded inland, up a river for about twelve leagues and Seay 
land half a league to a lake where camp was made from October 28 to 
December 4. 1615. This river has been variously identified as the Cataraqui, 
the Napanee, the Salmon, or the Moira; and the lake has been ‘ecpidseascabat 
Loughborough, Stoco. Moira or another lake. The authorities do not agree 


4 the Upper Lakes. Champlain’s journe 
attempt by the Roman 


place for itself. If this site was in 


his small temporary village of two or three log 
Indians is of special local interest. Here 


from which they obtained fat for winter 


and each county claims his wintering 
Hastings County, then t 
cabins erected by twenty-five 
they took more than 120 deer, 
meat for feasting, and skins for clothing. 

On December 4, 1615, Champlain’s party set out for the Lake Nipis- 
e frozen waterways. On this return trip he certainly 


passed through the northern parts of Hasting County. 
One effect_of his voyage was that the Bay of Quinte-Trent System 


becamecone of the main French rou for travel from the St. Lawrence to 
y was also followed by an increased 


Catholic Church to Christianize the Huron Indians 
In 1632. the Jesuits began their intensive mis- 


sing region, walking on th 


of the Georgian Bay area. 
sionary work. 

In these early years, access to the lands of the Huron was via the 
Ottawa River. However, following the destruction by the Iroquois nation 
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f the Jesuit Mission near M 


oO j 
idland and the dispersj f i 
ei SOS aera ispersion of the Huron Indians. 


€ was used to reach Lake Ontario. 

By 1666, the reinforced French Army 
Superiority over the Iroquois. 
lowed. In 1667 representative 


Mohawks, and Oneidas —_ jo 


in New France asserted its 
Peace between the French and Iroquois fol- 
s of three Iroquois tribes — the Cayugas, 


urneyed to Montreal to ask f issionari 
Wer ac “alae yed to | sk for missionaries. 
> anxlous “to expand their influence to the west’, readily agreed. 


Slestaieas Order, long established on this continent. was entrusted with the 
sending of missionaries to the Oneidas and Mohawks. while the Sulpician 
Order was to be responsible for the Cayug 


Two Sulpicians, M. Trouve and M. 


as. 
* de Fenelon, were named to establish 
a mission to the Cayugas living on the north shore of Lake Ontario. From 
Bishop Laval they received their instructions, which read in part: “Let them 
fully appreciate that, being sent to work for the conversion of the heathen. 
they are engaged in the Church’s most important work . . . Let their chief 
care in the present circumstances be to allov no savage to die without 
baptism in so far as that is possible.” Further, Trouve and Fenelon were 
granted a land concession with the right to erect necessary buildings, to 
farm, and to fish in the waters from the Bay of Quinte to Georgian Bay. 


On October 2, 1668, they left Lachine for their mission field on the 
Bay of Quinte, hardly knowing what to expect in this wilderness. After 
twenty-six days of travelling, they reached their destination. the 
village of Kentio (Quinte). 

M. Trouve described their reception in this fashion: “On our arrival 
at Quinte we were feasted as well as the savages of the place could manage. 
It is true that the feast consisted only of pumpkins fried with fat, and like 
stews, which we enjoyed. The pumpkins are excellent in this country and 
cannot be compared with those of Europe, indeed one might say that it 
is unjust to call them pumpkins. They are of a great variety of shapes 
bearing hardly any resemblance to those of France; there are even some so 
hard that they must be opened with an axe when they are not cooked. 

The Cayuga village of Kentio, which the French missionaries spr 
“Kente” or “Quinte”, had been occupied by the Cayugas for sr 3 ei 
time. They had crossed from the south side of Lake es ea : 95. when 
they had been harassed by their Andastes enemies to the south. ext 

~ The€xact locatiomof their village remains a mystery. On early French 
” or “Quinte” was used for a variety of meehans 
(extending all the way from Port Hope to the sp ae a ag Sia 
Edward County), including a point, a portage, : i & Bee ote rea 
ands, the peninsula, the bay, and the region; and sometime: R ale 

Si ie cath av which was intended. Both “Kentio” and “Kentz10 — 
Hah apie deca Wo -, the Belleville area. Probably the village of 
ene ant eater the present village of Consecon, perhaps on 
een ee Hie pet exploration being conducted by the Rev. 
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Arrival of M. Trouve and M. de Fenelon at th Cayuga village of Kentio, October 28, 1668 
(from an oil painting by Rev. Bowen Squire). Painting in Hastings County Mus eum ) 


After resting a little at the village, M. de Fenelon and M. Trouve 
“took counsel together over the spiritual side” of their work, and sought 
the aid of the local chieftain, Rohario. At first Rohario hesitated, since 
it was said that the “washing in water” (baptism) caused children to die. 
However, the Sulpicians finally overcame his objections by pointing out 
that Frenchmen were baptized and that this had not killed them. 


Soon, the catechism was being taught and in the first winter fifty 
children were baptized. As none of these baptized children died, the Indians 
had no further objections to Holy Baptism. 


During the winter of 1669 the two Sulpicians were maintained by the 
Cayugas. Then, in the spring of 1669, M. de Fenelon journeyed down to 
Montreal to raise money to reimburse the Indians. Financial assistance was 
S008 forthcoming, and it was decided to erect a permanent mission house 
at the Quinte Mission site. The rector of St. Sulpice in Paris in particular 
eee the expenditures involved in sending to Quinte lay workers to 
hae’ as a eae to build a wooden mission house and a farm 
other eee ie ana ee PUB ERS furniture, and 
the Intendant of New France J ences Gul cattle: swine, and poultry, while 
of money. In their new hor aptiste Talon, contributed a small sum 
relished the “quiet 1; ome at Quinte, the “Gentlemen of St. Sulpice” 
ze e “quiet life of the communit desteccianle ee 
y and its civilized company”. 


From time to time, Oui De ee A 
In the spring of 1660. Tie Cohn 2 ttavellers from New France. 


- Galinee visit Sr 
1672, the noted explorer LaSalle stopped Nae Weare 
Unfortunately, the main busi < 


not proce Susiness at hand—th i did 
t proceed as well as the Sulpicians had hoped. Alieieuatie ae ae 
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to be baptized, the adults, 

antagonistic”’, perhaps bec 
chief blow to the hopes 
in 1673 to build the fir 
at Quinte as had been hoped. With the est 
Quinte lost much of its importance to the Fr 
needed as an outpost wher 
mation obtained about the 
Meanwhile the Indians he 
profitable hunting gr 


Particularly the men. “remained indifferent, even 


ause of the church’s emphasis on monogamy. The 
of the Sulpicians was Governor Frontenac’ 


s decision 
st French fort on Lake 


Ontario at Cataraqui, and not 
ablishment of Fort Frontenac, 
ench. No longer w 


as the mission 
e the fur trade could 


be carried on and infor- 
feelings and movements of the Iroquois Indians. 
gan to desert the Bay of Quinte for the more 
ounds on the western shores of Lake Ontario. 

The effect of these developments 
Sulpicians who labored to conduc 
became very reluctant to proc 
completed. Several of the S 
follow the Indians in their w 
at Paris forbade this idea of 


Was quite disheartening on the 
t the missionary work at Quinte. They 
eed with the buildings, which had not yet been 
ulpicians were inclined to leave Quinte and 
anderings. However, the Superior of the Order 


wandering in the woods as being too hazardous. 
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o remain at Quinte and await the return of the Indians 
The mission’s servants, who had engaged in the fur 
e the work at Quinte, were forbidden by the Intendant 
longer. Rumours of war among the Iroquois 


He instructed them t 
from their hunting. 
trade to help finance 
of New France to do so any 
also alarmed the French. 
Further disheartened by the silent resentment and contempt of the 
Indian leaders, by disputes within the order, and by “the ruined buildings, 
the lack of order . . . the frequent journeys, the dissipation of individuals, 
and the instability of the Indians”, M. Trouve and his loyal companions 


asked to be withdrawn to France. 

By 1678, the Quinte Mission had been reduced to two priests and the 
“appropriate number of servants”. Still the cost of maintaining this mis- 
sionary venture was considerable and the Montreal congregation went 
into debt year after year. Accordingly, in March, 1680, the final abandon- 
ment of the Sulpician missions on the north shore of Lake Ontario was 
approved. Two years later, the Sulpicians officially left the Bay of Quinte 
to concentrate on their missionary work in the Montreal area, and the 
Jesuits took over the task of ministering to the Indians of the Quinte dis- 
trict. The Jesuit ministry did not call for the continuation of the Quinte 
| eee and so this early site of church work in Ontario fell into ruin and 
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neers te as sae slaves. As a result, the Iroquois slew cover 

: ae oe ; fee ontreal. Fort Frontenac was abandoned in 1689, but 
Year War (1736-63) oie a : force of 700 men. However, in the Seven 
ond the fondfr i trench power in the Quinte district 
ortifications were burned. Thus ended the period 
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Chapter 4 


The First Loyalists 


“In Honour, Loyalty and Fear of God” 


(motto of the Mohawks of Tyendinaga) 


By the Treaty of Paris which ended the Seven Years’ War in 1763 
French possessions on the North American continent (including Hastines 
County) passed into British hands. However. to prevent Indian wars the 
British government closed off this region to settlement until treaties could 
be arranged with the tribes. Accordingly the former French 
largely as before the conquest. Only a few English merchants, mostly from 


ro) 
the Albany area of New York, were attracted to Montreal where thev 


| ment of the Quinte-Trent waterway. enjamin Frobisher, a 

noted partner in the North West Company, what traffic did come up the St. 

Lawrence from Montreal destined for Lake Huron made use of the Carrying 

Place of Toronto rather than the Quinte-Trent waterway. a E Sane 1, Early 
The Quebec Act of 1774 reinforced the view that Canada would re. 

main the habitat of French-speaking Roman Catholics by guaranteeing 

; the French their language, religion, and civil law. among other things. The 

. Quebec Act also transferred the. Ohio Valley to Canada, an action that 

| helped to cause the American Revolution (1775-1783). When the efforts 

! of General Washington’s armies proved too strong for the British forces. 

the way was paved for the coming of the United Empire Loyalists, British 

supporters and sympathizers who sought a new homeland after the eval: 

tion. Thus an act designed to preserve Canada as a French nation unde1 

British rule helped to introduce a larger British element into this land. 


The first group of Loyalists to arrive in Hastings he were the 
Mohawks who landed near the present site of the village of Deseronto on 


3 Ww Fort Hunter Mohawks, so named 
2, 1784. These Mohawks were the gee a 
ees their principal village in the Mohawk Valley of New York, Fort 
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SetHemext later, after a g British aid and religious instruction, the Queen ha 
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p- 3/3 17100 plead fo service and a communion cloth to the 


presented a valuable sacramental 


rch. art: Sahai 
Mohawk chu wks were, at least nominally, Anglican Christians 


By 1775 these Moha Rev. John Stuart, later to be called the 


inl by | 
and _ the are a aE Church’. Their villages were described by 
“Father of. the r : 
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Queen Anne (1665-1714), who presented a 
silver communion service to the Mohawks. 
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Rey. John Stuart, D.D. (1740-1811), minister to the 
Mohawks at Fort Hunter before the American Revo- 
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: lution and at Tyendinaga after 1784. [P-A Cc] 
: SE 
le 
Se ee Ss 
as (white observers as “unequalled in townsite neatness , and their agricultura 


““; methods and housing were basically the same as their neighbours on the 


be hi nnd fertile lands of the Mohawk Valley. 
Bi ore With the outbreak of the American Revolution, both sides had tried to 
' enlist the support of the Mohawks and the Six Nations. Early Mohawk 
| neutrality (1775-76) had been followed by their gradual involvement on 


| the side of the British Crown, and following an engagement with the Oneidas 

< ‘(friends of the Revolutionaries), the Fort Hunter Mohawks moved to 

70-72 | Canada where they settled at Lachine near Montreal in the fall of 1777. At 

3 | Lachine they erected a few temporary huts, a small log church, and a 

X council room. Their minister described this sroup of less than two hundred 

Warriors, wives and children as being “more civilized in their manners 
than any other Indians”. 

é ik peach gee arc tea of Daniel Claus, the Fort Hunter Mohawks 

f Torox, Deccan eee part in the war. They fought under Captains John 

13 you, Isgac Hill and Aaron Hill. During this time they drew apart 


from Chief Joseph Br 
| ph Brant and other Moh i 
i after being forced from the Mohawk valley, Who Tad eee 


ia) theres ae oe and it became apparent that 
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74 yught aid f rom Sir Frederick Haldimand, Cover ae Canad Believing 
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ce pe up the St. Lawrence in May, 1783, to loc: 
ent sulvey B suitable site for the Mohawks, Both Captains Brant . © locate 
ondyou were present when a site w Plains Prant and Deser- | 


} as surveyed west of K 
oa October of 1783 secured the front lands between the Ganano 


occupants, the Mississaug 
: as retained certain 
business centre of what is now Belleville) and 
yearly presents including “two blankets, cloth { 
of trowsers, two shirts, several small articles, | 
kettles and other things”. 


que and 
a Indians of 
lands (including the 
each man was to receive 
or one coat and one pair 
esides a gun, ammunition. 


Before the move could be made from Lachine to the new site on the 
Bay of Quinte, however, Brant and his Niagara followers decided that 
they wished to remain closer to that part of the Six Nations which chose 
to remain on the American side of the new border. Governor Haldimand 
agreed to this request and a site on the Grand River was prepared. But 


despite pressure from Haldimand, who felt that the Fort Hunter Mohawks 4 


might better join the others on the Grand River so as to strengthen this 


Ingston. A treaty | 


7 ORONK 
/ 


T 


bastion of British power, most of the Fort Hunter Mohawks at Lachine | 


under Captain Deserondyou decided to follow the original plan. Accord- 
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4. (almost four weeks before the celebrated United 
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Loyalists. 


PH BRANT (1742-1807), outstanding 
meen leader on the British side in the 
American Revolution, who led the Cana- 
joharie Mohawks to the Grand River in 
1784. Tyendinaga Township is called after 
his native name Thayendanegea. (From the 
London Magazine, July 1776.) [P-A CJ 
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Chapter 5 


The Proud Pioneers 


Few in numbers, deprived 
neglected and pampered by the British government. 
the United Empire Loyalists nevertheless formed the 
backbone of Hastings County. 


of their possessions. both 


The Mohawks of Tyendinaga h 


ad been the first Loyalists to settle in 
Hastings County. They were soon 


followed by non-Indian Loyalists, most 
ry came from New York State and for 
similar reasons. Many were moved by a sincere desire to remain unde 
the British flag and British institutions. Many had served the Crown as 
soldiers or government officials. Some were driven away from their home- 
land by persecution, the tarring and feathering that resulted from beine 
suspected of having aided the British cause or of having sympathized with 
it. The “flame of patriotism” and British promises of land and_ othe: 
compensation encouraged others to leave the new republic. Perhaps 50,000 
Loyalists left the United States for such destinations as the British Isles, > 
the British West Indies, the Maritimes, and Quebee (the last destination 
attracting perhaps 7,000). However, many people of Loyalist inclination 
did not leave the United States “but silently made what peace they could 
with the new order”. 


The 1783 Treaty ending the Revolutionary War said that the Loyalists 
were entitled to their lands in the old Thirteen Colonies and could go to the 
United States and collect debts owing them. Unfortunately, state govern- 
ments made this recovery of lands and debts almost impossible. Accord- 
ingly the British government set up commissions to compensate Loyalists for 
losses suffered in the old Thirteen Colonies, but it was difficult for a 
Loyalist to make his claim and prove it, since the commissioners required 
substantial documentation of losses and met only in London, Halifax, and 
Montreal. Claims were filed by less than ten per cent of the Loyalists, a 
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ly small percentage; | however, some of the claims represented 

| families and many of the Loyalists were young, unmarried men a 
their teens. | Fighty per cent of these claims were accepted, oor 
sovernment paying out more than £3,000,000 in compensation. 

-anadian Governor Haldimand b 


egan to care for the refugees 
ad arrived in the Lachine area and ot 


her parts of Quebec, his first 
Maritimes, leaving the western country for 
yal Indians. Following surveys along the St. 
was impressed by the good quality 
Bay of Quinte and this, coupled 
Indians and non-Indian Loyalists 
desire to strengthen this frontier 
Prompted him to order the sur- 


endiec veying of the first five townships in the Bay of Quinte region. The land for 
Stlenel these townships betwee 2 


b n the Cataraqui and the Trent had been obtained 
380-2 Aeieen a air terms from the Mississaugas of the Bay of Quinte in 
edbie. ana - that the settlers would have no serious Indian problem, such as 
a ced the American settlers Moving west 

Canada 5 These 


Historic landing of the Loyalists at Adolphustown, June 16, 1784. Many of these earl\ 
Loyalists later took up land in Sidney, Thurlow, and other “back townships Oil painting 


te ) 


by Rev. Bowen Squire.) ( Picture in Hastings County Museun 


formed and lots rented from the Crown on the same terms as in the old 
sections of the province. The allotment of land would be based on a man’s 
status and rank and it was hoped to settle disbanded regiments together, | CRAIG 
their former commanding officers having the powers of the seigneurs of | F 
French Canada. Thus in laying out the townships west from Cataraqui [ 
(Kingston) these surveyed areas were numbered rather than named and 
were thus ‘““To be thought of as numbered fiefs”. (In fact, the Loyalists 
largely ignored the seigneurial tenure and regarded their location tickets 
as deeds, although deeds were not issued until almost 1800. ) 1450 
Even before the surveys were completed, groups of settlers began to pha 
arrive at Kingston and land was distributed by lot in the spring of 1784, |Repoer, 
Surveys took time and the Loyalists became impatient. Food shortages / P ae 
caused by the heavy influx of settlers also frayed tempers. 
In 1784 the first five townships along the Bay of Quinte (Marysburgh 
being the most westerly) were surveyed. The original survey of the front ‘einen 
ided for a sixty foot road across the front as well as a many 
The range of lots between/ ! 
a term derived from Frencl 


townships prov 
forty foot road allowance at the second line. 
the first and second lines was a “concession , 
practices. Each concession was divided into two-hundred acre lots with 
ssroads every two or three miles. 

disbanded companies with their officers were settled 
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Thurlow) were not required for Eleue Tee and their 
surveying was left for another three pe oe ae Apetesetc sen 
officers were allowed to take part of their additional lands” in the ae 
concession of Sidne and Thurlow townships and there omequatting 

“on land in these townships, since they were consideredC‘a remote part of the 

care earth”. This attitude persisted and for several years the fami les that came 

from the United States would stop at the older townships, work out” or 

cANNIFF| vent land, and only then move to permanent locations in the back townships 

45% (Sidney and Thurlow). 

During the early years of settlement the Loyalists arriving in Canada 

were supplied by the government with such rations as flour, pork, a limited 

cANNIFF | quantity of beef, some butter and salt, “clothes for three years, or until 

6+ | they were able to provide those articles for themselves”, a short handled 

ship axe, a hoe and spade, nails, and other items. A plough and a cow were 

| to be supplied for every two families and a gun and a set of carpentry 
(tools for every five families. 


The discontinuance of much of this assistance unfortunately coin- 
cided with a period called the “scarce year’, the “hungry year” or the 
“hard summer”. This period commenced in 1787 and lasted until 1739. It 


‘was caused by drought conditions and a poor crop, and complicated by 
eTher examples 
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>< 
a severe winter. (Snow) lav ; 
Wear. Snow lay upon the ground from December until April at 
or five feet. ) Moreover. for two consecutive years the deer 


were almos e T stro 150 
t compl tely de : troyed bv wolves and extensi re. f — Se 5 ete E 
Even the usual supply of fisk f; il | T 7 Ra S wes : rote REF 
J SN Tallec : he few cattle and horse: were illed | “ PART, 


for food and there are stories of soup bone 
house to provide nourishment. One family 
on foot seeking food there: along the way 
with water and cooked on heated fl 
have “died of starvation”. 


in Thurlow set out for Kingston 
ay their only food was bran. mixed 
at stones. Several persons are said to 


Maven” Pe 4 problem for the pioneer. They slaughtered the sheep 
wer / and made wool scarce. After the provincial government in 1793 introduced 

a bounty of four dollars for each wolf Killed, < Kingston man is said to 
have bred wolves to obtain the reward. Because ammunition was scarce j 


Tioneer Lif 


pege ell aL ave nuliff Ostrum of Sidney Township built a log trap in the 
shape of a pyramid with a small] opening at the top. Bait was placed inside. 
and the wolves who ventured in through the narrow opening were trapped. 

Ostrum is said to have taken over a hundred pelts in one winter. 
CRAIG. As the population gradually grew along the bay, settlers began to 
q protest about the “rigorous Rules, Homages and Reservations, and Res- 
trictions of the French Laws and Customs”. The demand grew for separation 
from the French of eastern Canada. Because of the Loyalist influx, New 
Brunswick had been separated from Nova Scotia. W hy not separate the 
Loyalist settlements in “Western Canada” from Quebec? This demand 
MIKEL was met partially in 1788 when a government proclamation set up foui 
ic: new districts in the Loyalist settled areas of “Western Canada”. The 
eres Mecklenburg District (taking its name from a German state) reached 
p-!3 from the Gananoque River to the Trent River and like the others it was given 
‘a court of common pleas to administer English civil law. Richard Cart- 
MIKEL wright, a prominent Kingston business and_ political figure, was named 
o- | judge and Charles Stewart was the first sheriff. Also, a District Land Board 
e was set up to process land grant applications, thereby giving the new settle- 

ments more independence. 

The Constitutional Act (often called the Canada Act), 1791, further 
satisfied the Loyalists on the Bay of Quinte by preparing the way for the 
division of Canada into two colonies — Lower Canada corresponding to 

cana the present province of Quebec, and Upper Canada corresponding to Ontario. 


ae i mn legislative assembly elected by free- 
Upper Canada was to have its own legislative as: Sa 
i st forty shilli or year (c arable 

holders holding land worth at least forty shillings per yeat Nes 8 fi 
to contemporary British voting regulations). Lands were to be se ee 

‘oy’, and a free ys fas grantec 

for the support of a “Protestant clergy”, and a freehold system was gré . 
so that Loyalists could now own land instead of leasing or es it. The 

ists, sinc r he = s ownin 
Constitutional Act pleased the Loyalists, since they had op a to ‘ 

their own land and voting for the elected assemblies in the Thirteen Co 

onies. + } 
John Graves Simcoe was named first lieutenant-governor of Upper 
Dae in 17 as s fas no 

Canada after the new colony was created in 1791, and as such he was 1 
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s being passed from house to | ! 
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idle figure-head. By his historic proclamation of lel tial: %, 1792, Simcoe 
asic features of the land-granting system, namely two. 
laid down the basic keeping with the policy followed in the origina] 
craig, | hundred acre ae eerie: Aiea! granted to be reserved for support 
Pp 24 eee s ; oe wid oreacveate of all land granted to be reserved 
for Crown use. Believing that many Loyalists a nae : the eae 
“States whose presence in Canada would strengt om rae oo ak 1mcoe 
also offered free land to all such persons provide that they took a 
BAAS loyalty oath and undertook to clear at least five acres, build a house and 
ce sen a road across the front of their lands. This policy had the desired 
effect — it attracted so-called late Loyalists from the United States; however, 
it angered some of the original Loyalists who felt that the newcomers were 
opportunists, attracted only by offers of free land. This distrust and rivalry 
can be seen in Belleville’s early society. 

Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe’s settlement plans led to additional land 
surveys. Whereas in May, 1788, the first concessions of Sidney and 
Thurlow townships were the only surveyed county lands, by the mid-1790’s 
most of the lands in the southern tier of townships (except Tyendinaga) 
had been completed. In 1793-94, surveyor William Hambly commenced 
work on parts of Rawdon and Huntingdon. His field notes, relate many 
problems faced by early surveyors and settlers: wame y, intense cold, 
brittle axes which broke and could not be repaired, the difficulty of ob- 
taining provisions, the inadequacy of pioneer f6otwear which was cut 
to pieces by the crust on the snow, and the ever-present Indians. On 
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As originally described in 
Lieutenant-Governor Sim- 
coe’s 1792 proclamation, 
Hastings County proved 
to be triangular in shape. 
This was soon corrected 
and Addington County 


lost much of its land to 
Hastings. LAKE ONTARIO 


Prawn by Mrs- C- Shean 
From plan provided by P-A-C.- 


In 1792, Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe established the boundaries for 
the first counties of Ontario. Hastings County was set up with its southern 
boundary as the Bay of Quinte, its eastern boundary as Lennox County, 
its western boundary as a line projected northward from the east bank of 
the Trent River, and its northern boundary as the Ottawa River. The 
purpose of this county system was to provide constituencies for the election 
of members to the provincal legislative assembly; local government was 
not to be organized along county lines for another half century. A further 
change was introduced in 1798 when the Midland District was established, 
composed of the counties of Hastings, Prince Edward, Lennox and Adding- 


SIR FRANCIS RAWDON- 
HASTINGS (1754-1826) 


| [P-AC-] 


¢ /ive,.{ ton, and Frontenac. The County of Hastings consisted of Sidney, Thurlow, 
2 aaa Huntingdon, and Hungerford townships in addition to the Mohawk 

 { Tract. At that time Hastings County was said to extend from the Bay of 
; (Quinte to the northern limits of the province, however, it should be remem- 


4 sbered that the Hudson’s Bay Territories lay north of Canada and there- 
, fore our county did not 


Bay or the north pole. MIKEL, Pp? 


| (_ Hastings County and three of its early townships were named in 
| @ honour of the family of Francis Rawdon-Hastings (1754-1826), a distin- 


)guished military 


7 (33. His family took its name from the town of Hastings in Sus- 
‘seum: | S€x, and he was created Marquess 


| of Hastings in 1817, fifteen years after 
. , °”i2| Our county was named. Lord Rawdon and Lieutenant-Governor Simcoe had 
So been comrades in arms and warm personal friends. 
Soddy Thus the c 


had its impact on Hastings County. 
a beginning was made to the clearing 
ommerce; the British tie was strength- 
and tenure was introduced; the county 
Ce presently, Belleville was on its way 
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Chapter 6 


A Settlement at Meyers’ Creek 


From the Loyalist period 
Meyers’ Creel; — the 
town of Belleville. 


we inherit the settlement at 
beginning of our present county 


; See Heh Lae 
The site of Belleville has been occupied for many years. In indian 
times, according to Canada’s epic poet(Wallace Havelock Robb: the village 
of Kente may have been located here. Certainly the Indians used the site 
as a temporary campsite and as a burial ground. To the Mississaugas the 
site was Asaukhknosk (the place where the rushes end), and the river 
entering the Bay of Quinte at this point was known as the Sagonashkokan 
or Saganaskion (later shortened to Sagonaska). To the early French explor- 
ers and mapmakers it was theOhate) or Barbu (Catfish) River. 

When Thurlow Township was first surveyed in 1787, lots 4 of 
concessions I and II (including what is to-day the business centre of [CANN IFF 
Belleville) were reserved for the Mississaugas of the Bay of Quinte “osten- | 5@t/emen? 


sibly for an Indian burying ground”, although the real burying ground is) P°*7° 
supposed to have been Zwick’s Island just west of the river’s mouth. In the] awa i 
early years of white settlement the Mississaugas are said to have wintered lc sauenet 
on this four hundred acre reserve, ascending the Moira River to Lake | ae) 
Stoco each March to hunt and fish. Every year a canoe from Kingston | ' 
brought the Indians presents of blankets, cloth, guns, and kettles as partial 
payment for surrendering the lands along the Bay of Quinte to the British | 
government in 1783. 

After 1784 the first Loyalists established themselves along the vad Secon 
townships of Hastings County, although only Alexander Chisholm and tense, 
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e likely to sha a ae eis to the 
; ander Chisholm held lots 3 of concessions 
river. In pane pdr much of west Belleville. Like many early 
Tand Il, : ak ti engaged in some Indian trade. Captain Singleton’s land, 
settlers C 2 = ae first two concessions, took in much of eastern Belleville. 
He his brother-in-law, Lieutenant Israel Ferguson, Singleton opened a 
trading post on the east side of Moira River, possibly on ee reserved 
for the Mississaugas. Because he was capable, Bele, umane, and 
able to get along with Indians, his trading venture prospered. From about 
1785 to 1790 the small community was known as Singleton s Creek and 
the river was referred to as Singleton’s River, leading some historians to 
regard Singleton as the founder of Belleville. Both Singleton and Ferguson 
are believed to have died in 1789. 
As early as the summer of 1787 William Bell opened a smal] trading 
post in the Belleville area. This post, which at different times was in Sidney 


Captain George Singleton ar 


[ 
| 


: 4st and Thurlow Townships but always near the mouth of the river, conducted 
~ trade with the Indians in such goods as tomahawks, clasp knives, beaver 
’ spears, and scalping knives. To the early white settlers Bell sold such 


; 
| ,/ articles as farm implements, garden seeds, and tobacco, which were supplied 
ae ee Kingston merchant John Ferguson, who in turn had contacts with 


“Montreal merchants. Bell later turned from trading to teaching, instructing 
the Mohawks at Tyendinaga from 1796 to 1802. 


( The Belleville area received its first main group of settlers in 1789 


Mic Fe} | ; 3 iy (re ‘ : . 
j 1°", p-'s when some fifty persons crossed over from Prince Edward County to settle 


1-|4 


, 24g | Laylor Burying Ground, t 


/in Thurlow. Most of them went up the river five miles to the neighbour- 
‘hood of Foxboro where they formed “a compact settlement”. Among these 
| settlers was John Taylor who shortly returned to the front of Thurlow 
| where he purchased one hundred acres of Captain Singleton’s property. 
-For many years Belleville’s east hill would be called Taylor Hill and the 
he first one in Belleville and perhaps the county 
g place of many of the hardy pioneers. 


7 As the population at the mouth of the river increased, the community 
egan to acquire the convenien 


Lwould be the f inal restin 


(KEL p-136 Al Tf = 5 * 2 
| out 1789; John Simpson, a United Empire Loyalist, built a tavern which 


‘soon became the social centre. 
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Simpson’s T | | 
fal hei eee ‘et St rr 1789 and probably the first tavern in Thurlow Township 
IS Dullding stood near the intersection of Dundas and Front streets, ' 


As late as 
ot a4 

ha ay The second centre was on Station Street (or Mill Street. as it was called 

ee hes lel CuK early history) near the site of the present Belleville Creameries 

Markham Here about 1790 on land purchased for one hundred dollars from Toln | 

ae palate Captain John W. Meyers established Belleville’s first industries. | pay 

. ei fa lumber mill and grist mill powered by water obtained by Meyers from | _ 
damming the Moira. For several years the grist mill was the only one! |. 


2 n 
1h ad a between the Napanee and Don rivers. Settlers came from as far as Port Hope |7E?6£? 
of some neteto have their grain ground into grist, “the grain being dragged through~ * 
Les oe woods on rough sleds”. No longer did settlers from Hastings 
"Bercey' ounty have to take/their grain to the earlier Kings on, Napan e OF Glenora as” 
pel mills. Guicet, Early Lite , p. 224 (1783 CIC OSA CANNEL, pp- 406-210 


Captain Meyers’ life was exciting, though not always easy. A native 
of the Albany area in New York, he had been caught up in the American 
Revolutionary War, and displayed a good deal of intelligence and bravery | __ 
on the British side. He was feared by the American Revolutionaries because peer 
of his ferocity and cunning night raids. Arriving on the Bay of Quinte | 0-1/2 
CANNIFF, [about 1784-85, he obtained two lots at Kingston and then squatted on the 
Benes ae of Sidney before that township was surveyed. When an attempt at 
mill-building just east of Trenton was foiled by a poor water supply, he 
moved to the banks of the Moira. It was his hope to be allowed to build 
his mill closer to the river’s mouth; however, the sought-after land was one 
|450 art of the Mississauga Indian reserve. Although Meyers apparently worked 496 
out a 999 year lease with the Indians for this land whereby the Indians 
REPORT, | would receive an annual payment of one gallon of rum and “fifty weight 
hs of flour”, the government refused to recognize the claim. Accordingly 
Meyers’ property was some distance from the main settlement at the mouth 


’ - 


of the river. se 
About the year 1794, Captain Meyers built a substantial brick 
Pleasant Road) overlooking his mill 


house on the brow of the hill (Mount 
anh A “Recuvds 7S an 


ee ea eunt in Ont- Hist Sec- Papers , 
Cruickshantk’s ace el een See also avticles in Le lligencer , 


exee ll ext parrative 


Sept- 17 /5¢ 


Ln. 


RN a . 


s, erected 1794, 


Residence of Captain John Meyer 


tario’s earliest brick_houses. ce 

prev Tae Ww-lr- Dempsey) x. 
CANNIFE C - 

ae a site. Described as a 

baked in Sidney Townshi 


‘quaint edifice”, this house was built from bricks 
p at the Meyers Place east of Trenton. This was 


r th ae ; 
it at among the first brick houses in Upper Canada, and here the genial and 
uixe- , |hospitable Meyers entertained such dignitaries as John Strachan, later Bis- 

y: : i 
99°' 9 |hop of Toronto and the founder of secondary and university education 
pP if 


-) Ontario. The furniture for the house was obtained from Albany and 
‘probably brought from Kingston by Meyers aboard a flat-bottomed bateau 
rwhich he operated on the Bay of Quinte. From 1793 to 1816 both the river 
REPORT ) and settlement were usually referred to as “Meyers’ Creek’, although the 

24 | official name for the river during the latter part of this period was the 
| Moira, so named after Francis Rawdon-Hastings who was created Earl 
of Moira in 1793. At times the village was called the “Town of Moira” 
or the “Village of Thurlow”. 


| Probably more than any other pioneer of Hastings County, Captain 
John Meyers has become a legend. At the time of the American Revolution, 

)\ mothers in New York State told their children of the terrible “Hans Walter- 
meyer” (John Meyers) who would get them if they weren’t good. The 
Story is told that during the revolution Meyers set out for Canada accom- 
| panied by his brother-in-law, John Kruger, and his faithful old dog. The 
} ae dene ee a to carry him. Kruger, on the verge 
ae Hee cae ot € dog ould be carried. “Oh,” replied Meyers, “we 
| friendly Indian with Le | ce i ae Mabe Ss 
: Meyets Ween Me i ee yo bear meat. According to another legend, 
lift at BAe fs e man to visit Lake Mazinaw and view the great 
in Lennox and Addington County. Near Bon Echo his 


see- —~Indian guides showed h 


ii} 


Echs Stery disclos ates that the guides then repented their 

‘ ’ Try disclosure and dumpe p 

Tweed News to Belley; ped the captain out of the canoe on the return voyage 
A yy, . : 


location of Ss said to have drawn a map to show the 

Anoth the ‘reasure, however, no trace of th h i b found 

SEE ‘nother version) of this le end 1 e cave has been foun 
tcrace _— find, the cave 8 explains that Meyers sought, but did not 


ohn Bleecker of T i : ith 
d : renton, is credited wit 
2 es aN in central Hastings around 1850. Knowledge of 


Le tnd Tox: * 
of Fal Live Bleecker’s Cave has become a saa planes the story of Meyers’ and 
Globes Mas], Captain John Mevans ata y legend. 


04-23 /-,by the provinci <* Many other local Loyali ffected 
[54 cial government’s decision in 1793 to! aBolial dee grad- 


rd 


A SETTLEMENT AT MEYERS’ CREEK 


MIKKEL 
eI): 


slave owners, such as the Meyers, Wallbridce 


r i ge, and Leavens families. | ? 
8 es i slaves freedom before the time limit. This re a a and 
considerable financial sacrifice, since sl S Tepresented a canniF 


aves s cally f 571-2 
hundred dollars, [se - CAWNIFF, p- 576] old locally for up to three’? 


Shortly after 1800, Simon and James MeN 
purchased land from Alexander Chisholm, and built a second mill dam / 
and mills, including a small cloth factory, on the west hanks of rn heed 
near Meyers Dam. This competition between the MeNabbs and an 449 
accentuated by developments during the War of 1812, would lead to Meyers’ 
name being removed from the settlement at the mouth of the Moira. 


abb came from Scot): CANNIFF 
rom Scotland. 5 - 499 


Along with this somewhat limited commercial expansion, Meyers’ 
Creek developed in other ways. About(1800 the Hastings militia was Pacennvll 
at Belleville and in 1801 the Masonic Lodge commenced’ The firstcbridge ("S$ 
across the Moira, a floating structure placed near Dundas Street, was 
erected only to be carried off by floodwaters; about(1806 it was replaced 
by a more permanent structure at Bridge Street. Ferry service was com- 
menced between Belleville and Hennessey’s Point in Prince Edward County. 
By (1810 John Watkins was operating a school in a small frame "OAT 
building near the present market; and Dr. Seth Meacham, who had resided 
in Sidney and Thurlow since 1801, was physician to the growing population. 
Other prominent inhabitants included Captain John McIntosh (store-keeper ) 
and Roswell Leavens (blacksmith). Both John Taylor and Captain Meyers 
were regarded as living outside the community. 
Progress during this period was hindered by the settlers’ inability to 
get title to their homes and businesses, many of which were located on 
the Mississauga Indian reserve land (lot 4). John Meyers had made several 
efforts to get a grant or lease of all or part of this land, and several petitions | mje. 
from other settlers beginning in 1807 requested the government to lay out} p- /¢ 
a town plot on the reserve, but to no avail. The request of James McNab 
and others that such a town plot could be arranged, because few Indians 
used the lot, was rejected. However, privately the government was pre- wana 
paring to act. On November 8, 1810, thecsurveyor-generab taal CANADA 
the lieutenant-governor that the amount of land set aside for * ndian s6 
burying ground, over four hundred acres, “was a FL. a 86 (apie Nov - §, 
for the said purpose”. Since the Mississaugas also held lots 28, 29, 30, s ie 
31 in the broken front of Thurlow, he advised that the es ds 
“to be proper for a Town” at the mouth of the veri ee 
1811, he submitted (in quadruplicate) plans for the pure cate re aie er 
from the Mississaugas and for the proposed village survey, : ut es a0 ion free. 
was delayed by the outbreak of the War of 1812, a war which was to P- 


: ; k 
dramatic consequences for Meyers’ Creek. ye 
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Chapter 7 


A Call to Arms 


(or the extent to which a struggle for survival brings out 
| the best in people). 


The War of 1812 gave the settlers of Hastings County an opportunity 
to demonstrate their loyalty to the British Crown. Whether Indian, Loyalist, 


( 


or Late-Loyalist—all helped to preserve this region from American aggres- 
sion. 
; Ever since the rebellious Thirteen Colonies had proclaimed their in- 


dependence in 1776 and American forces had failed in the attempt to 
wrest Canada from British hands, the possibility of renewed American 
invasion attempts had never been far from the minds of the early settlers 
along the Bay of Quinte. The Napoleonic Wars greatly increased this threat, 
since to prevent American ships from selling contraband to the Napoleonic 
nations of Europe and sheltering deserters from the British navy, Britain 
5 imposed a blockade and insisted on the right to search American vessels 
: on the High Seas. Resulting American anger, a growing desire by a group 
of ardent American patriots (the War Hawks) to annex the fertile lands 
E of Upper Canada, and a belief that Canadian traders were stirring up Indian 
wars in the American West, led the United States government to declare 
4 war on Great Britain in June. 1812. 


( Local preparations for the eventuality of war had begun as early as 
Me \ 1798 when John Ferguson of Kingston was named Lieutenant of a proposed 
CANNIFF/ Hastings County militia. His trading associate, William Bell. was appointed 

1 } as adjutant, and it was Bell who arranged for county settlers to attend 
a meeting “for the purpose of enrolment” on a Saturday morning in Dee- 
ember at the Sidney Township home of David Harris. The resulting group 


_,.| 5of volunteers at Wallbridge’s ¢ i 
45 (4 ou hh ers met at Wallbridge * common in Belleville every other Satur- 
day “tor platoon exercises”. 


are oo government aid being available to the militia at this time, the 

Sed eek a ee took steps to purchase their own uniforms, the coats being 

| L red with blue facings, long yellow buttons and white a ae hic aera 
D Cates " me costly uniform, in keeping with neither the dapreste con- 

PU: Mis- r Mili, has nor she possibility of forest warfare. In 1800 a Loyal 
ak 15, held from time in time Me Si anus “a. Organized with meetings being 

© Improve the militia standards; the annual meet- 


“27, ings were scheduled - 
. D re" to f l] re kt % s 
R “celebration and banquet. oy King’s birthday, apparently a time of 


As the War drew wae ss F ‘ 
Jp Major General Isaac ape? drilled faithfully with the result that 
1, Brook! — —“The milin a 
| i, B © militia, from the Bay of Quinti down to Glengary, is the 


any in : . 
? the province, Among the officers several are on 


-/07 most respectable of 


4 
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A CALL TO ARMS 
half pay, and still ; Pare 37 
x eke SULl retain as oe hate 
Quinti would be ae cealy @ sound military spirit, Those f+ 
instructed local militi y stationed at Kingston” E tom the Bay of 
Le at militia commanders to ‘ae winks “arly in 1812, Brock 
sre: rain special f] Kingston 


1eC wey. BG 
object being “to have constantly ere. 
Brave, and Respectable Young Men” eee 

Jen (imate. 

new! “chase “6 . icers were advic 

, y purchased uniforms and on the field t oF advised to forsake their} | 8/2 

to avoid the bad consequence of a const o dress like 

7 P(e c 

pointed loyal citizens to limit ‘ 


: ank companie S. the Gaze e 
a force COMpose of OVal. q | 
May | J 


the men in or 

ace the order 

_,.2 Conspicuous Dress”, Brock also an.) «¢ 

seditious atten s : ce oD | UCPER 
attempts or designs to disturb the | CANADA 

aser, and John McIntosh (6 19% 

and were the four named locally to wAzeT™ 

and to report the presence of any aliens | 


tranquility of the province”. William Bell John F 

oy. “€ , John Fr 
of Thurlow, and Abel Gilbert of Sidney 7 
keep a sharp eye out for spies 


Sir Isaac Brock (1769-1812) 
defender of Upper Canada 
in the War of 1812. (Paint- 
ing by J. W. Forster). 


(P-A-c-) 


With the outbreak of war in June, 1812, the local militia responded 

“7s . : a: 4 Pie boc ss PIONEER 
very well. Whole families turned out for service. Sidney Township weaver) jj-é, _ 
Francis Vandervoort and his five sons, the youngest only fifteen, joined) P 835 
the militia. Four Ketcheson brothers (sons of Colonel William nen) ee 
enlisted and the youngest, seventeen-year-old Elijah, was promoted to ser-) 5.5” 


geant. : . 
On June 29, the Hastings militia was ordered to Kingston, an impor- 
tant military town and hence a likely target for American invaders. By 
mid-July when the attack had not come, most of the officers and men were 
allowed to return to Hastings County, being instructed to hold themselves ee 


° . . 2. pret os. = 
‘i Readiness, to return at a minutes warming - Ruck. Tey 17,1812 
Forty-seven officers and men of the H ; 


ston for guard and fatigue duty, however, an : 
viewed by General Brock who expressed satisfaction at their a S 
On the same occasion the militiamen joined the citizens of Kingston in ex- 


pressing their loyalty to the British commander. Tradition persists that, on / 


= 
AY 


earance. 


Tupper, Breck, p- 283 
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ton, Brock journeyed by 
ingston to York and Queenston, : = 
his way west from em es nisht ako Belleville: perhaps in Captain John 
5F i¢fi ans canoe and stayed Oo ieee Front Street or in Dr. Meacham S resj- 
Qelnvosk® p nb loe . in Alexander Chisholm’s House (the Mc- 
; ton House) or dine t 
"imal mee ed the eo Reacting tone 
~Douga 1 sc}, - " ‘n operate y : : 
cet le ant Brock spent a night in a ven ae mando fener 
t Trent Road. There he took Ostrum ee on i Ieade- Bagh Ge ae 
cradle and kissed him; the baby was chris 


‘ts this tradition. 
C fortunately no historical evidence supports this tr 


uinte men remaining at Kingston 
| WARNE ey PE are iene = OEE instructed to conduct regular 
Bey ** / were ordered to return home. rs rie aaa 
A : ons ready in case 
f i | ve and to have blanket and _ provisi y 


‘ 6c : 
* a Secretary of War Armstrong intended that Kingston should be the main 
re 3 


: MIKEL, { Kingston’s Point Henry. This force consisted of about two hundred men 
BS cp #4 


( ~ %° confiscation employed by members of the commissariat department, these 
ei men having power to take articles at “fair valuation” when the owners held 
+ cusoeedl out far high prices. Captain Meyers became more disenchanted with the 

© (914, Wiepar effort after an unfortunate incident in 1814. On April 4, the settle- 
pri i7, met at the mouth of the Moira overflowed with the troops of the 19th 
f Dragoons. Accommodation was taxed to capacity, and four dragoons were 

Dr teTer 


Suinmacy billeted in Captain Meyers’ house. They obtained liquor and became trouble- 


is “J some. Two dragoons went to the bedroom where Captain and Mrs. Meyers lay 
150 *) very ill and demanded Provisions to which they were not entitled Meyers 
| MoiRA : 


+ Repoar | Grew a pistol and told them to leay 
| ; 441 bolted the door, bu h their swords, and broke 
down the door. Meyers dischar 


were bruised by clubs and anoth 
son, suffered a 


arrived on the s 


na 


= 


ped over the Placing of soldiers in private 
charged that he was required by James 
s fair share. MceNabh replied that his billet- 


iQ 
S 

é 
S 
iS 
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ao 
Y 
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19/4, April 27, pp 8276-8 


wi 
Voth 


The ‘’Prince Edward’, built in 1798 by 
Henry Murney of Glenora and_ later 
armed for service in the War of 1812. 
(Painting by Rev. Bowen Squire). 
(Fainting in Hastings 
County Museum ) 


ing of soldiers “marching past this place” was done as “fairly and equitably | 
Kin as possible”, McNabb putting up many soldiers in his own house. 4 
Nonetheless, Hastings County made a real contribution to the war 

Oct- 17, | effort by supplying pork, flour, beef, whiskey, shingles, and square timber 
1812 ~to the government troops stationed at Kingston. The arrangements for the 
purchase and shipments of these goods were handled at Belleville by James 

CANNiFA, and Simon McNabb, under the supervision of Captain Robert Wilkins. 
PP - From his headquarters at the Carrying Place, at the head of the Bay of 
557-8] Quinte, Captain Wilkins controlled the movement of all boats and supplies 
through this area, an important role since the war route from Kingston 

lay through the Bay of Quinte to the Carrying Place where the boats were 

hauled across wood rollers to Brighton Bay on Lake Ontario. This route 

was used more than the land route through the Tyendinaga Reserve, Thur- 

low and Sidney, because the route north of the Bay of Quinte crossed 

dges of a reliable nature were yet to be built. 

so important that Wilkins claimed to have is- 
Quiute,) sued in a single day as many as 6,000 rations to soldiers and prisoners. 
p-l% All troops and munitions passed that way after October, 1813, when the 


Americans were in possession of Lake Ontario. 
No American attack was made on the Carrying Place, although nearby 
Presqu’ile was the target of a military operation. In July, 1814, two enemy 


warner, Several rivers where bri 
Bagel Carrying Place became 
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Bey? ae one a gun boat, arrived at Presqu ile aad a ace ae 

-8577-] vp diilececnnd pistols burned Gibson’s store ouse an ha S. e 

: least one hostage was taken by the Evemiys Fearing oe in ac Be 1S 

BEeur perhaps by “‘disafected vagabons who inha A the nee ap- 

tain Wilkins asked that a company of soldiers be located permanent yi ab 

if eae prominence continued after the war foe all ae 

CANNICC) years’ men” who were discharged and received one hundre acres of land 

ee and a year’s provisions for their efforts in the war had to obtain these pro- 

visions every three months from Wilkins’ store. Moreover, there was some 

military talk in 1815 of fortifying the Cae ee 2 suppl ycde ot 

incase of further hostilities. See Tae eas fepliee ) 

Although no warships were constructed im Hastings County for use 

Qnt-Hist-- on Lake Ontario, this area had an interest in the naval struggle. Among 

wae British warships on the lake was the “Earl of Moira » a schooner built 


Vie 2 oD 


at Kingston in 1805 and named for the family/after whom th Moira River ek 


l u 4 i 
Ds icted q WAS named. aad fi He Uartel (Off) dl? ras fi E 
PK Ge. Suu The struggle had an Interesting effect on the county’s population. 
ee after the declaration of war, twenty men from Hastings County 
moved to the United States, Presumably many of the twenty were recent 
immigrants to Canada whose sympathies were with the Americans; most 
were members of leading pioneer families, and their flight must have em- 
q barrassed their remaining relatives. The end of the war had a more favour- 
j ae able effect on local population. The provincial government rewarded its 
4 1816, ‘\ faithful soldiers with land grants, and forty-seven disbanded soldiers from 
© Tp. leo the Glengarry Light Infantry Fencibles located in Thurlow Township while 
‘| )2844| another seventeen settled in Sidney. i i 


the family names of Bowen, Maybe, Reynolds, and Wellbanks in Thurlow 
and Anderson, Cronk, Hurley, and Sharp in Sidney. 

Molen Thus did the war affect Hastings County. The militia was call- 
ed out for Kingston garrison duty and transport service; food prices in- 
creased greatly; lumbermen, farmers, millers and distillers benefited from 
this favourable market; and the way was paved for the adoption of the 

name “Belleville” to describe the settlement at the mouth of the Moira. 
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H NOTICE 
Ran away from the Subscriber, q 


n, by the name of 
BET, with q male child, two years old 
Qnd upwards. Whoever will 
the Said Wench and bo 


rom a Kingston Paper shows. 


. Persons are Although slavery was abolished grad- 
Strictly forbid harboring Or trusting pally after 1793, some Negrere sev 
im on my account, under the penal, ants” remained in the district until 
ty of the law. R. Leavens Belleville about 1820, as this advertisement 
29th S : f 
i eptember, 1818. 
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Chapter 8 


Belleville Named 
Thurlow Village, 


Singleton’s Creek. Meyers’ Creek 


Town of Moira, Village of Moira — these are the for- 
mer names ojBelleville. ) sce: Mikel p-5 Tor other deta 
CRAIG, The darkest period of the War of 1812 took place at the end of 


p- a May, 1813. Desertions from the militia were common and in many in- 
stances settlers refused to provide food and assistance to British rae 
Canadian troops. Among those rumoured to have failed to aid the war ) 
effort was Captain John W. Meyers. He was said to have refused to sli | 
food supplies to the Kingston garrison at a reasonable price, to have taken | y 
his pleasure sleigh apart and hidden the pieces so that it could not be 7 SNK! 
requisitioned for army use, and to have deserted a wagonload of supplies | /°'S 
he had been instructed to drive to York (Toronto) by unhitching his team i co 
at Brighton and returning to Belleville. These charges were brought before | '?” 12305 
the provincial Lieutenant-Governor in 1815 by James McNabb (Meyers’ 
leading commercial rival in the community) and William Bell, a merch- 
ant and school-keeper. They asked the government not to grant any further 
“honours” to Meyers who they said had betrayed the Crown. In levying | 
these charges, they were guilty of ignoring Meyers’ major role in the 
development of Belleville and also his advanced age, since, in the winter | 
of 1813 when he was to have driven the wagon of supplies to York, he was | 
over sixty-eight years old. Accompanying affidavits certified that Meyers 
had acted as McNabb and Bell charged, and the result was to lessen the - 
possibility of Meyers’ name being permanently attached to the settlement. 

Lae At the same time James McNabb again brought the matter of Lot 4 
in the first concession of Thurlow to the government's attention. Because 
the Indians were no longer using this reserve to any extent ge si sl 
many settlers had squatted on this land near the east ae : Dee 
McNabb sought a survey to lay out a town plot. The sett a ae ae oe 
on this land supported McNabb’s plan and opposed Pee cae | REPO 
tinuing attempts to get for himself a grant or lease to all or p p- If 

'A-C’R&7 the reserve. a rr; p 
ee a Lieutenant-Governor Francis Gore cme sine sowie ae ee am 
i hase of this Indian reserve from the ee = ae laid out at the 1c Vel-7 
instruct the SL aa es 4 se ne made by Samuel Wilmot from p-7! 
mouth of aan ee ; ae ey oe £134. 12 s. 6d TI riginal ive. ple 
aie adel the whole of Lot 4 although only part of ‘oe belie hae 
ivi i lots. The divided section lay between the bay, al 
eyicey AN long-vanished street of which only the northern 
Street, and Rear Street (a long \. Certain lots were set aside as reserves 
ae Be ei ant panna (the site of St. Thomas), a parsonage, a 
ora : 


Gig ow Up er Canade: Land Boek 4 pre 


ne 


based on articles by TS Ransom 


Fr) 2 Sln ots Survey j / e¢Ppe aa * w;| ot 
sap tuis > 1966 C- ntells encer) and gn a taps Bs = 
( -ntelijo— 
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hospital, a school, a gaol and court house, and a market equare. A glebe 
as geo reserves for the support of the church were laid out on the 
ers pele the Moira south of College sai ‘ 
In carrying out this survey Wilmot faced many problems. On his 
journey to Hastings County from the Oshawa area, wal ke iba Party 
was plagued by heavy rains, bitter cold, frozen ae a eke —_ oo 
limited progress to twenty miles a day. On reaching aia wane r recorded 
that it was only “with the greatest difficulty that provision could be pro- 
vided for his party”. Pork was twenty-eight dollars per hundredweight 
and this price rose in a few days to thirty dollars; within a month no 
pork was available locally at any price. \ shortage of wood made difficult 
the setting up of camp and when John Taylor, owner of the land on which 
the camp was built, complained about trespassing, Wilmot had to rent a 
house at five shillings a week. Little evidence could be found of survey 
posts planted by earlier surveyors such as Kotte who had plotted the 
southern concessions of Thurlow and Sidney in 1787. Moreover, Wilmot 
was almost convinced that “persons of vile principles” had tampered 
with the early survey markers. He was particularly supicious of Captain 
Meyers’ work as an amateur surveyor, feeling that Meyers had altered 
the boundaries to obtain a mill seat. Snow and extreme cold prevented 
work on several days and the men spent time cutting firewood to make 
themselves comfortable. On March 26 the river overflowed its eastern 
bank and, as a result of this first recorded Belleville flood, the surveyors 
were forced to higher ground. Nevertheless, Wilmot’s work was completed 
a in March and he crossed the bay to Ameliasburg Township to continue 
us surveying. 


Wilmot’s 1816 map of the village site on Lot 4 is important, since it 
shows that there were already almost fifty buildings, mostly frame rather 
than log. These included C. Selden’s “Hatter’s Shop”, two blacksmith 


shops, and distilleries owned by Martha McIntosh (the widow of Captain 


Hi Public Notice is here} ry 

| freee, that fome heads 

; one adpar ¥fel pon shins woke The earliest advertisement for a county 
os cathewye jor RAGS a o UT : business. Kingston Gozette, November 
fore m Veariow. Fine dens: paige: 3, 1810. Some books and tracts for child- 
i ries for cncten and bee rez), m™ puy- ren were offered at J. Thornson’s store in 


Jo Ay of the aberve heads aad ins, Thatow:. [PR A-ce) 


BELLEVILLE NAMED 
rl > F . ie i 
lhe inhabitants regarded the s, | 
rae Ae > surve ‘ ixe ; 
Coleman, an important settler on the y ae nied emotions. Thomas 
since Wilmot’s relocation of the Mie eure ee ee sree 
ret . ‘LOW-Sidne air i 
good strip of land on the east bank of hes ee Sec y 
e t bank of the river O 
aylor lost a sixty foot strip and Capt | fe Mee ee 
j : . c 4a c 
with the loss of his mill] dam, fullin i i. be a al aka raat 
mill, and a dwellj 
MT ateecea oe ng » and a dwelling house becaus 
ae 7 peaiiry. Complaints were lodged ane the pr inciall 
> e « . NAY . . A S se 
ve n an surveyor Henry Smith was sent to B llevill SrA 
critical of Wilmot’s survey. wh; | A ieee 
cee 4 eee S survey, W lich he felt would be the “source of a great 
é mischief by Litigation”. Another surveyor, Willi eae 
yor, William Chewett, was 


Sir Francis Gore (1769-1852) 

by whose decision Belleville re- 

ceived its name. p> rs) 
(F-A-C 


“ 


called in; he recommended that yet another surveyor should come. How- 
ever, the government felt that the matter shold be settled quickly 
} 7 "re. v* . . a) Y i‘ 

and, after Wilmot confirmed his earlier work, the Surveyor-General 


ordered that Wilmot’s plan be accepted, that John Taylor be given 
the land he felt had been taken unjustly from him, and that Captain 
Meyers be granted a deed for the buildings he had erected on the reserve. 
Once the survey was completed, the Upper Canada Executive Council (PA 
(cabinet) issued regulations for the granting of these town lots, a copy fei 
of these regulations being sent to the village to be put up for “public |; 4 
euidance”. Applicants were expected to build a stone, brick or frame house | fetiticns 
within two years, the building to be at least twenty-four by eighteen feet. ae ne 
| MIKEL p IT The new townsite required a name and early in August, 1816, Lieu- RO | 13 
ro *» ) tenant-Governor Gore expressed his pleasure that the town should “he called 
| ey Bellville in compliance with the wishes of the Inhabitants of the Midland 
G IoC District”. 
ed Three theories have been advanced over the years to explain the =u 
of this name. It has been suggested that the place was named MIKE, 


selection 
after Colonel William Bell, a theory supported by some e 
that spell the name “Bellville”. A second explanation which is generally 
ntic was that held by the leading historians of the 


advanced for the first time 
7. 1816, According to the 


arly documents { f 


regarded as more authe 
area. William Canniff and W. C. Mikel, and 


in print by the Kingston Gazette of September 


by Bayce about 1959-8 “Historic Hasting © (Lrtellqencer) 


> Based on articles 


Lowe 


Pac. Aug: 24, 101 


THE Lica. Governors in Council, 
bac teen pleted to give the New Town, 
(formerly divingmifhed ? | the vane et 


© Myers’ Crk,” ) ot the River : Moira, 


thenamenf “ BELLEVILLE,” by the 
sega tt and petition ofa g-eat rumace ot 
the inhabitast» of that town, aod the 
t-wofhip of Thurlow. 


P-A-c- SEPT- 1, 10/6 


ERROR CORRECTED. 

We menticned in our paper of the 
Zith ult. that the? New Town, former- 
1y distinguished by the name of Myers 
Creek, at the River Moira, was now 
called Bellevill:, Sc.” Wewere under 
the scppositten, from the tery pleasant 
sivuationof that town, thatits naine was 
ders ed from the French ; but we have 
since been. informed, thet it’ has been 
given the name of Becetirer. in honor 


SHOeMARING, &e. 
HE fubfecriber begs leave to inform 
, the Public, thet he keeps conftant- 
ly for fale, at his thop, (fign of the Boos 
% Shoe,) Bellville, Upper Leather, Sole 
Leather ; and Beats and Shees, for 
which country produce, green hides, or 


cath, will be received in payment. He 
will alfo commence the Tanning Bufinefs 
the beginning of March next, when he 
will Teo on thares, or as the parties may 


agree. . 2 1wzp 
MACCAGY PURDY. 
Beltville, ( Myer’s Creek) O08. 25, 1816. 


[C Nov- 2, |8i¢ -PAC] 


Notices in the Kingston Gazet- 
te, August - December, 1816. 
These explain how Belleville re- 


ceived its name. Note the two 
spellings for the name . In early 
print the letter “’s’’ appeared as 
Gneatie 


of ‘Lady Gore, “at the request and 
petition of a great number of the in- 
habitants of that town, and the town- 
ship of Thurlow.” 


Gazette, the town was named in honour of Lady Bella Gore, the wife of 
the Lieutenant-Governor of the Province, Sir Francis Gore. In the County 
of Hastings Directory 1864-65 is to be found this explanation: 


“Governor Gore and his wife Lady Bella travelled, it is said, through 
the Province, and stayed a night at Myers Creek. Shortly after, there was 
met one evening at Mrs. Simpson’s tavern the principal men of the village. 
Among those present were the two McNabs. Feeling very loyal, and at 
the same time the importance of the village, it was suggested by one of 
them that the place should be named Belleville after the Lady Bella Gore. 


account concludes by noting that 


the name is at resent lled i ste 
of Belleville it ought to be Bellville’ ’. The thi, bit lnes ee 


which language students and admirers 


n, is that the name was derived from the French for “lovely town’’. 
While the appropriateness of this ] 
its reliability is certainly to be questio 


stings and Ameliasburgh Sere a 


ships, James McNabb was 


Kihasten 
arr 
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BELLEVILLE NAMED 


_ KINGSTON GAZETTE , Sept .78 18i6 


GuiLteT, of October 5, 1816 called the “new ood qe Neat the Kingston paper 


: . aRAE 
Fesly Lite ete Hotter a. = and flourishing town of Belleville’. This 
aoe. Post oftices in Ontario and at first it was called 


P the Bay of Quinte post office. 


] ill r 


local approval, nor w 
» hor was the method reear 
; garded as completely lecal. sj 
iad Ara eo ahh planned to introduce in the ctlares 1 sae 
feb -27, )a bill to “establish and confirm the n: ‘aes aera 
: ames of the new towns of Brockvi 
1018 Belleville, and Toronto”. Th ; ee 
ated: i ied proposed bill Was never introduced. probably 
: government considered Lieutenant-Governor Gore’s decision 
in 1816 to be sufficient, even though this decision apparently had heen 
a made by Gore alone, and not on the advice of his councillors. 
Sig Fea Meanwhi : ranti 
Upper \ Before th sae rane of granting town plots was proceeding slowly. 
re e survey, building had taken place with the approval of the 
ississauga Indians, and these improvements were now granted to the 
Book J, )aPpropriate petitioners, but many buildings spread over more than one lot. 
pat Moreover, too many applications for land had been received, and it was 
decreed on November 30 that all of the remaining lots should be granted 
to “Tradesmen or persons of Profession”, an attempt to encourage a 
truly urban community. The next year Wilmot returned to lay out forty 
five-acre lots on the northern section of the former Mississauga Reserve, 


and by 1820 well over half the village lots had been granted. 


In 1818 a visitor to Belleville, E. A. Talbot, noted that the village 
contained about one hundred and fifty persons and was the largest com- 
munity between Kingston and York. Arriving by steamer in the same year 
another visitor described Belleville as ‘‘a place of considerable business”. 
Education was not neglected as in 1816 the first local Board of Education 


was set up. 


ae ; The community certainly had its problems. Disputes involving access 
vol- 4| to spring water were bitter, one case being taken to the provincial govern- 


B 12/23 | ment in 1818 when Peter Grass apparently attempted to divert a spring on_ i 
the East Hill for his own use. The village’s low site meant a constant flood Kings = 
threat, and in 1818 the harbour was described as too shallow and the gees / 

Kinasten ( channel too narrow to accommodate shipping. In April, 1818, a fire caused ~ | 3/¢/ 

Gazette , 4 by carpenters neglecting to remove some wood shavings destroyed the almost 

April 28, / finished home of James McNabb M. L. A., and the carpenters lost all fae 

i918 Utheir tools. Then on April 5, 1820, James McNabb passed away on his J° fi 
return from a parliamentary session at York. His death and that of Captain ie ee 
John Meyers the next year marked the end of an era in Belleville’s history. 7) % 7 ,/ 
Though rivals in many ways, both McNabb and Meyers had always striven rane | It 
to encourage the village’s development. Their efforts had established the if 70 
first local industries and had resulted in the community receiving its 


name—Belleville. 


Chapter 9 
Belleville, 1821-1837 


“Belleville could become what it is destined ultimately 


fate sera 
to become, namely the Birmingham of America. ; 
Kingston Chronicle and Gazette, April 29, 1837 


In the early 1820's Belleville entered a new era. The deaths of James 
McNabb, John W. Meyers, and other leading pioneers marked the end of 
the first stage of development. Now the expansion of the county’s agri- 
culture and lumbering and the influence of the Marmora Tron Works 
caused the community to grow to the point where incorporation as a 
police village was necessary. 


ANNIFE ( This growth was most rapid in the dozen years before 1837. As late 
>- 50 ne 1824 the population was estimated at less than 500, whereas in 1829 it 
had increased to 700, and in 1835 Thomas Rolph placed the population 
Lat about 18003 Roren, Upper Canada, pe: 


‘ed in the Canadian and overseas press to the advantages of this area. A cor- 
_/\‘ngst \respondent in the Montreal Gazette spoke of Belleville as being “one of 
appre )the most flourishing towns in Canada”, exhibiting “every appearance of \j,,.4,. 
uly 26 (@34¢800d taste”. Another visitor in the early 1830's described the Avril 
sporting facilities, the woods abounding in partridge, quail and woodcock!*&22= 


“particularly in the neighbourhood of Belleville”. Thomas Rolph described Pe 


r can be seen ; 5 
n in the bay. (Omtavis Archives 


Diuinpawer Sketches ()079) 


SS 


Belleville i ) 

aout ce tis Cn ea ane LN Burrowes showing the lower bridge and the 
i urch (upper right), St. A . 

(between sign standards), and St. Michael’s Roman Cathlic Sg alia alas oa 


(Ontario Archives Burrowes? Sketches (16) 
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the valuab ill si ee ie ; — 
able mill sites, the “vast and extensive tracts of the best quality] facul 


of land in the rear townships”, the rich mineral resources, and the healthy | C3; 
climate. vai err 
Recent immigrants acted as Belleville boosters. In 1834 William) ¢-; 
Hutton published a series of letters in the provincial press addressed to \ ty st 
British emigrants explaining why he had selected this area. Hutton advised \ Jl, 5 
settlers against going west because of land speculators; instead he recom- | bi a 
mended Thurlow and Sidney townships, where he had made a good invest- Kingston 


ment in the Ponton property west of Belleville. His views attracted con- Chrenicle¥ 
siderable attention. In a series of private letters to his wife in Ireland, ne 
prior to her departure for Canada to join him, William Hutton painted eine 


a colourful picture of local conditions. On June 8, 1834, he wrote: 
“Weather very hot here, I am actually melting away, though sitting 


without my coat at open window. No flies” 


“My clothes are too warm, and I believe I must get some sort of light 


linen coat. I have a fine broad brimmed straw hat which saves me greatly. 


They are much worn here. .. . 
“Do not encumber yourself with much. Everything can be had here 
reasonably. Auctions very frequently and delf (pottery) which is the 
dearest thing here can be had sometimes quite as cheap as at home. . . . 
s it has done, the fields on the 
Il soon let for town parks. (Part 
Grounds.) I had not the most remote 
d so far to civilization. The children 
fully dressed in silks with their veils and 


“If Belleville goes on advancing a 
back which are only a mile from town wi 
of this land is now the Belleville Fair 
idea that this country had approache 
as well as ladies are most beauti 
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Do not have the idea that anything will do for Canada. fess 
issetieie ie . It will be too gay for you. The ladies are princesses jn 
rae Tee ee I don’t think much of their minds from what I have 

eir SS, 


he access to this country will become much ee ee ae and 
when once in New York you have water carriage ae a of t ey to 
this place, and a most delightful part of it is pe t = Hudson ee along 
the Erie Canal to Oswego, then across Lake Ontario to Kingston, and thence 
here. It can be done in three days, if not waiting for steamboats. Do not 
come by Quebec as there have been thirteen wrecks already, 600 lives 
is lost, and it is a very tedious passage. 


— 


{ ~ The village’s growth was reflected in the physical expansion of settle- 

; eo. )ment and Rolph commented enthusiastically on the surveying and sale on 
i “liberal terms” of lots in West Belleville. In 1823 surveyor Samuel M. 
PAC REI Benson of Kingston had been granted a section of land in Belleville and 
L3 v¢i-45( the real estate boom made surveying a profitable busines locally. 


2, 
2 2 49 z ; ‘ = 
_ In the same year that Belleville’s first resident surveyor came, the 
® “iKeL, (first lawyer is believed to have taken up residence. He was James Hunter 
| pp '55% Samson, who from 1828 to 1835 was a member of the Legislative Assem- 
t 


bly and an outspoken opponent of reformer W. L. Mackenzie. By 1836 
there were six lawyers. 


SUP A-c- Like many early prominent citizens, Benson and Samson had strong 
; je Ret _,,) Hes with Kingston. So too had Henry Baldwin, an emigrant from England 
gi 13 vl in 1825 who operated one of the first 


ii 315/4¢6- | ston, and Prescott. In 1827 he receiv 
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| CANNIFE f with the Kingston area 
Hi 7-224 Ll lature set aside £800 to 
Belleville’s business 


neglected, since in 1829 the Upper Canada Legis- 


©S grew in number and var; ty. Mrs. Willard noti- 
fiedoqt lety. Mrs. Willard n 

is dln M. Lets 2, 1827 that she intended carrying on the 

PAC. aie, antuamaking Business” and hoped “by her assiduity 

ee c. fo merit a share of the public z 


>) “ 
atronage”’. es_McDonnels received a 


on payment of a £5 fee in 1830. In 1831, 


5 -213 
°ping cough. In 1835 Dr. Holden Dee-2 


he present Geen’s Drugs.. 
d Axe Factory was “cele- 
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sive wharfs and store h 
(8) . 

Bee tle Aicisce Fe ag oe him one of the most prominent : 
in this part of tite. nts “Enterprise Steam Saw Mill” melee 
: ee ae Was irs 
merchants. Four anes; ‘ls fou sate Mega progressive Kin ovis 
mulls. four saw wm:ile SSE gston 

foundry, two cardi = Saw Sills (a “aves ost 

a 2 5) aper m < 7 
iets ele rding and cloth dressing mills, a nr ein i tes 
varied the manufacturing of the town need, and 
arness 


The Wallbridge house, Front 
and Dundas streets, erected 


1820. 


ie 


makers, six cabinet makers, eight blacksmiths, two tinsmiths, four coopers, 
four grocers, two druggists, two bakers, three butchers, two hatters, and 
one watchmaker were also active. In fact “mechanics of almost every 
description” carried on a profitable trade, occupied 50 buildings them- 
selves, and provided goods and services for the 1,800 local residents who 
inhabited the 380 private dwelling houses, many of them “handsome 
stone and brick buildings” by 1836. Thirteen taverns provided for the 
accommodation of travellers and others and at least three brewhouses and 
one distillery provided the needed refreshment to the taverns. 

Not all businesses survived the prosperity of the early 1830’s. Shel- 
don’s Drug, Medicine, Paint and Oil Store was offered for sale by the 
owner in 1835 “in consequence of the necessity of change of air and 
climate”. A newly founded newspaper, T he Intelligencer, found itself in 


difficulty since, as a Kingston observer noted, it was(“‘not generally known’; 


St axes in the province” 
Province” and Billa Flint’s” exten. | CANNIFF, 


P5902 


Kin Te 
+ Gazette 


Feb- 1, 1837 


Kingston 
Chronicle 
= 
Gazette , 
Apr : 24, 
1/837 


Kin ton Chrenicle af Caz ette 


nevertheless, The Intelligencer survived. Kk; 
igious develop- pr! 27, 


The decade after 1821 witnessed a considerable re 
The Roman Catholics, Presbyterians, Methodists, 
hes or extended existing facilities, most 


ment at Belleville. and 
Anglicans either erected new chure 
of them on what is now Church Street. 


The people of Belleville needed religion at this time since the com- 


t gaining a reputation as a vulgar, brawling, lumber town. 
frequent. In 1830, for example, a resident was acquit- 
ously shooting James Macdonald”, a Belle- 
h the accused’s house for stolen 


munity was fas 
Violence was not in 
ted on a charge of “malici 
ville constable who was attempting to searc 


1837 


Kingston 

Chrinicle, 

Sept 4, 
1830 
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99 . 1 
ee ing murder” was reported in the press 
Hallowell “goods. The following year pane 3 hang used a hoe to potent lire 
Free Press \ “wretched being” of an Inishma 
June 7/84 (yictim’s skull. 


Probably the most publicized crime of the period ee in 1832. 
The Hallowell Free Press (Picton) of April 17 described t e Incident as 
“a most serious and terrible affray . . . in the course of which the lives 
of one of the leading Magistrates and one or two of the most respectable 
inhabitants were very near being sacrificed. The affair involved a labour 
dispute when some journeymen tailors of notoriously bad character, 
who had previously quarrelled with their employer, collected in a body 
about 11 o’clock on the night in question and proceeded to his shop, 
armed with billets of wood”. After one or two had entered the shop and 
begun the attack, the tailor’s cries brought the neighbours to his aid, 
whereupon the other journeymen joined in the fight. Among the neigh- 
bours was James McNab, “a very powerful young man, and possessed 
likewise of considerable science” who “kept the villains at bay for some 
time, knocking a man down at every blow”.After ejecting the ten armed 
ruffians from the shop, McNab and two others continued the fight outside 
until a blow “from one of the villain’s clubs” brought McNab to the 
ground and the other two fled again into the house. “The whole fury of 
the wretches was now directed against Mr. McNab, on whose destruction 
they seemed fully bent. They trampled on him with their feet, and beat 
him dreadfully with both sticks, and stones till at length he lay perfectly 


99 


senseless, and to all appearance dead. . . Arriving on the scene to aid 


victims recovered and the law dealt with the rioters, three of whom were 


jailed! 
A SCustem=BWoeuge Sale 
ees N Tuesday the agth Aug 
“hee fe For Sale, OR air aed wa as: 
era ee fo wtih Com tae ahr 
ee J “G meg Jatt 8 tery saluable NYSON SKIN ‘TEA, ABOUT 
= S 3; = a x ae, 
rist and Saw ¥OO POUNDS ; 
: i lately condemned i 
‘ AT I LL, Severcign Lcd ike sae Pee 
x ae Gi uated at Thurlap ROBERTSMNITH, 
: Hately by the town of Besevi ie, Coltcctor of Customs Port of Bellvi'le. 
: at and to treat for the (ame Vellville, Juby 23 1824, se 
Rel ey a cia Efq.. the ees 
Several Town War 
bark ofthe Kiver Moire, Pe the 


A youd Miller ad Sawyer FOR SALE. 


Bellevi.te Yer wanted, HOUSE and Lor, sitwated on 
August, 23, 18 1(;, age A the West side of Church Street, 
No. 33, containing eight rooms, finished; a 
‘TantHouse, with 12 Ten-Vats, enclosed; a 
Bark-House and Shed, 20 feet by 40. Allin 
jood order, together with -water‘on ibe Lot. 
or terins and other particulars, inquire of the 
subscriber og the Premises. 
JAMES ‘SMITH. 
Belleville, Sept. 27, 1834, 
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This riot and the unchecked robber band 
$0 


distric j 
an The Intelligencer to declare: (gucted in K 
€ want police regulations aie sli kee Go ee 
Oe iat ons, men who will have their evec : 
babili ? yee would know when to cast suspici ee ae 
ability of detecting the thief.” ie ese: 


The problem 
of robbery was 
Sap S not 
freq uroviicial Postaaster eo confined to the Belleville are 


perating in the Belleville 


r) 


j 
on, with some pro- /935 


1 cautio oa 

ned any pers rishi 

money through the mails about several + > eapeatintoas Wiles 

eee : eral recent losses. The suggested remedy 
into two pieces, forwarc i 

: ) pieces, forward one piece ¢ etal 

the other until receipt of the first was acknowledged j Peres 


Kine ston 


: Ch renile 


To the left of St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church (erected circa 


The county’s first hospital. 
1830) is the hospital built 


ibed_as_ being in a 


32 as the result of a £200 
m The 28 x 44 foot haspita 
about the time of this picture, 1860. 


PAC RE | ge p4c-52) stem 27 ; 
Cholera was another problem facing the Belleville area. In 1832 the7awe! 
disease spread through the Quinte district, killing a dozen at Picton oat Cree Fret 
a much larger number at Kingston. Fortunately the /dreadful pestilence: i 
did not visit Belleville and a two stor wooden hospital on the north east y Mgr al 
corner of Victoria Avenue and Church Street, hurriedly commenced in 

1832 to house the cholera patients, was not needed. Reporting to the) psc 
provincial government on June 29, 1832, Belleville surveyor Samuel Wil- ee 
mot explained how the community had escaped: “There is a guard armed 1932, 
stations on all roads leading to this place night and day to prevent thd Tune 29, 
approach of all strangers . - - and no steam or sail boat allowed to land) 779° / 
good or passengers.” Since sick emigrants were not allowed to approach 

the town, Wilmot noted that “‘the hospital will be required only to add 
appearance to this Village”. Later the hospital was used as a temporary 


\shelter for emigrants 


rovincial grant to aid the 


in 18 


PAC: UC SUNDRIES 
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Belleville in the early 1830’s. Sketch by Thomas Burrowes from the vicinity of the lower 
bridge, showing the Moira River and Coleman Street. [ Ontario Are ives J 


4 Burrowes’ Sketches (108) 


q \g23 seek incorporation as a police village. As early as(1823 the local inhab- 
' itants had asked to have a police force, but this request had been denied 


eee y the Legislative Council. Then in(1826) a petition was drawn up asking 
Sundries, ) for a village council with power to keep the streets in repair, prevent “Nuis- 
1926 , ances and racing of Horses in the streets”, and regulate animals running 
oe at large. The citizens of Belleville felt that their interests were not identical 


i) 


_ 334-5 “with those of the other Thurlow Township inhabitants. This conflict of 


However, before the next annual township meeting could be held 


i} ena in January, 1837, Belleville had b 
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sEE- HLM, EAEe 5 
Mikel Paper) ands to the west of the Moira River, 
iBelleville William Dafoe, Thomas Coleman. 
might Have | west bank of the Moira might be s 
an The second act also provided for the first election of the Board of P 
in June 1836 when Henry Yager, Francis McAnnany, Zenas Daf : 
Ryan and Clifton McCollom were chosen by the p inten sd 
holders and leaseholders. This Board was Bae hg va 
roads, slaughter houses, fire regulations, winked ae and so It» 
was to ensure that new streets were at least sixty-six feet in a th, 7 
prevent “indecent writing and pictures in public places” aly 
to prevent vice and preserve good order.” 


PAC: One of the board’s first acts in 1836 was to ask the n- 


C’ RIGS, : a yrovincial govern- 
Uc: SuNORIA’fnent to straighten Hotel Street (later renamed Victoria Avenue) at Pin 


Ri nacle Street. The jog in Hotel Street had resulted from Samuel Wilmot 


thus ending the hopes of Billa Flint 
and others that the settlement on the 
set up as a separate village of “Moira”. 
olice 
artin 
e house- 


to control local 


. and “generally | 


decision in the 1816 survey to relocate the street, rather than force John 
Everett to remove his house which extended onto the road allowance 
Since Everett’s title (1817) was clear, the government did nothing in 1836 
to improve the road. 


Also in 1836 the Belleville Board of Police asked the provincial 
f government to turn over several land reserves to the village. Although land 
| for the market and certain water lots (including the island now occupied } < 
by Victoria Park) were turned over to the Board, other reserves set aside | 
in 1816 for schools, the gaol and court house were not granted, since it! 
was felt that they should belong to the county magistrates when the county | 
would be set up as a separate district, apart from the Midland District. . 
Unfortunately, plans in 1836 to create the new district with the Ni 
i police village of Belleville as the district seat were interrupted yy the 
| Rebellion of 1837-38. 


| Chapter 10 


The Growth of a County, 1790-1837 
“The Inhabitants of Sidney, Thurlow, and Richmond . . . 


possess more wealth, or rather more property im stock 
and in improved lands than any other people in the 


¢ Cee (E. A. Talbot, 1824) 
Gin Five Year's Residen pal) 
The growth of Belleville and Hastings County has always been closely 
related. The period 1790 to 1837 was no exception, since Belleville’s rise 
then was the direct result of expanding county agricultural, lumbering 
and mining industries. 


Agriculture was the first major county industry. The early settler 

depended on the land not only to feed, clothe and shelter him, but also to 

if provide him with some saleable produce with which to obtain the few 

; necessities and luxuries the land did not supply directly. The settler’s 

first enemy was the forest and this he attacked as best he could with axe 

' and fire. Conservation was far from his mind; self-preservation was his 
| goal. 


} ae In the first twenty years of settlement there was little attempt at 

Early , lumbering for export, Markets were distant and transportation was dif- 
ik: *Ficult. Although Satael Ghee a a timber raft of masts cut three 
p- 235 miles east of Trenton to Quebec as early as 1790, this accomplishment 


was not often repeated until the Napoleonic Wars and the War of 1812 
created a demand for local timber for British ship-building. 


ae: Once cleared, the land was capable of producing good crops. A visitor 
A leur 0 this area{ John Ogden, testified to that when he wrote in 1799: 
ppt 


-~ 2 he most flourishing part of this settlement is round the Bay of 
Kenty, the soil of which is rich, easy worked, and produces from one to 
three crops, without any other cultivation than what is done by the iron 
HT odo tooth harrow, and yields from twenty to thirty bushels of wheat to the 
L}) Sheteles > acre. S Other contemporary writers proclaimed that “the fertility of the 


= eee ) 
- 


i 5-34. (soil is universally allowed 


= emetae+ ere 


Settlement was st 
and the Trent and Moira ri 
— moiga ice in winter) being the accepted mod 
RePoes, (Parts of Thurlow and Sidne 
e-/+ in the years up to 1812. By th 


changed th : 
which until that time iad eee ee 


% 


The settler’s cabin. The processi f : i 
The : g_of wool was one of the woman's chief occupations 
(Painting by Rev. Bowen Squire). es fainting in astings County MMuseam 3 


; Several steps were taken at this time to improve local agriculture. 
Report, In 1817 there are indications in Sidney and Thurlow of some attempts to 
improve pasture, of a more efficient summer fallow method, and of a 


Marre. 


- 30 
P . 

. “quite exceptional”’ use of manure with some crops. Robert Gourlay noted } Statistien 
that an acre of new land would produce between 25 and 30 bushels of (Survey , 
wheat, almost twice the production of an acre of old land unless the old| ¥°',7; 

a, — e y . = . . ¢ 49 3 
[ALQoT, (land was manured and well cultivated. Unfortunately the Canadian thistle 


eg hindered agriculture on much of the fertile land around the Bay of Quinte 

ve! ( and in vain did the farmers try to “extirpate this intruder.” 

cRalG:,, 4 he thistle problem, @ post-war economic depression in 1819) and the 

p86 relatively high cost of labour (a farm worker received from ten to twelve 
dollars a month) were factors encouraging the farmers of Hastings County 
to band together to improve their lot, an association which was to result 
in 1821 in the first agricultural fair ever held in the county. 

Perhaps the first step towards this fair took place on February 8, 

1819, at Kingston, when the formative meeting of the Midland District 
Agricultural Society was held. This Society included representatives from | Kingston 
the counties of Frontenac, Lennox and Addington, Prince Edward, and } Chronicle 
Hastings, our county being represented by Thomas Jones and Gilbert Har-| Feb -/9, 
ris of Sidney Township and John Canniff and James McNabb, M. L. A.,| /9/9 


of Thurlow Township. These representatives were to create interest in the 
Midland District Agricultural Society among the residents of Hastings 


Gour.at, 
vél-1, 
4.93 


County. 
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ing of the society (April 27, 
f the next recorded meeting 
ae rae ‘eresenoaan had been depleted by the death of James 


ittee was expanded to include G. 
< Kingston / V . A. However, the Commi Str : : 
‘by a le a ae = ee Coleman, William Bell, and aE ae More 
Snislae ¥ : eae John W. Meyers was elected a vice-presiden 
Mey 8) over, Cap . ogress of the society was reviewed, including 
1920 At this ae ce pee Adolphustown in October 1819. The fact 
its first small cattle show a : ; 
= oe ae were to be held only at Adolphustown and Semis 
al; ADA GEE ‘e distant members from Hastings. Accordingly, it was decide 
Kingston noyed the more distan $95 ld have itself the 
awe that “any county that raised the sum of cou 
i; June 4, 


jo79_| privilege of a public fair”. 


Bringing home the _ heifer. 
(Painting by Rev. Bowen | 
Squire.) (Fainting in Hastings 

County Maseam ) 


This regulation met with the whole-hearted approval of the local 
(delegates. and before a month had passed a meeting of the Hastings County 
. Committee of the Midland District Agricultural Society was held at Ros- 
well Leavens’ home in Belleville. 
= At this meetin 
June 4, 


(e299 | Smith was named secretary. Smith then 
subscription so that H 


| urged the local farmers to turn from grain farming to other production, 
especially stock raising, which he felt to be increasingly profitable because 
of the requirements of the Br 


itish military garrison at Kingston and the 
scarcity of livestock in the Quinte district. 

' 

! . The report of the Bellevi 


: - hos 


is revealing: 


--May be considered as really important, inas- 
(' much as they come from practical farmers, 


upon every attempt at the establishmen 


t of an Agricultural 
Society. But though the County of Hastings has 


been somewhat slow in 
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yielding its countenance and Support to that valuable institution . . . that 


County has more than attoned for its former apparent negligence.” ; 
The groundwork laid, the committee then set out to raise the #25 Ch 
subscription list, which task was completed within six months. Dee -8 1820 
In May, 1821, the local committee reported on the success of its fund-) . } 
raising appeal at the Kingston meeting of the society, and it was resolved Chennicle, 
that a “County Show be held at Belleville on the f irst Monday in October”.} June 8, 
Accordingly Hastings County’s first fair was held on Monday, Oct- si 
ober 1, 1821. Unfortunately it “was not so numerously attended, and did 
not present as many candidates for premiums as was expected”, the reason 
apparently being confusion as to what time the fair was to take place. 
Nevertheless the fair secretary reported that “those present, particularly 
the successful candidates. were highly pleased with this first demonstra- Ki 
tion”’. ; 


Prize winners at the fair included many prominent pioneers. Daniel | 0 a 
Ostrom of Sidney received the largest prize, twenty dollars, for the best | 
bull. Captain John W. Meyers of Thurlow, whose death took place the | 
following month, showed the excellence of his livestock by receiving three 
awards totalling twenty three dollars for the second best bull, the best boar, 
and the best breeding sow. The most prolific prize winner was Ruliff Purdy 
of Sidney who received five prizes for his milch cows and yearling heifers. 
The prize list totalled $106.50, although this probably was paid in a 
variety of currency and other goods. nA 

It is unlikely that there was any judging of vegetables or a plowing 
contest, although both of these features had originally been expected to 
be incorporated into the fair. According to the secretary's report, : 25 
felt highly desirable to hold the fair as soon as possible c0 Gaatts ° 
spirit so long dormant in this part of the country”. Therefore, prizes were 
for livestock only in the 1821 fair. 

Thus the first county fair passed into history. : 

At the time of the fair, agriculture was the most important Series sacks 
in Hastings County. Most of the county's 3,000 pein se Res 
largely concentrated in Sidney (1,353 persons) and a me aa oot = 

ips. Fewer than 500 farmers were cultivating some 12,06 a. Aaa eee 
eee een. ] tnumbered horses by 1600 to 550, while there ecards 
ig SUES iapoaaleg esas to the assessment records, the county 
Core OE eae i ills. and 11 merchant shops. Only 70 
vol? 7- |supported 10 grist mills, 7 saw mills, Sp Ssagtnh ele erade 
Assessment] town lots in Belleville were occupied, and no carriag 


Recots "| county, a good indication of the state of the early roads. ’s growth) MIKEL, 
Midlaed The vear 1821 was also an important year in the county's g pI 4/ 
District feos hed new townships were created — Elzevir, Lactate aia 

Their addition to the county reflected the gradual ae ee om 

of settlement and the rapidly developing Marmora 1ro ‘ 


igins we shall examine later. 


After 1822 local wheat-farmi 


ne received a boost when Britain granted 
e rec 


—- 


i: in a Grist Mill, one by 


‘ 


Saw Mill on the Salmon River at Shannonville, sketched by Thomas Burrowes in the ae) 1830 5 


courtesy Onutaria Archives peeeey 


OR AIG : pee ket ches (; 

CRA a certain preferences to Canadian wheat; Britain also took other surplus 

= 7 “large YGOURLA 
grain products. Moreover, the front townships which produced a “large eo 

harvest of pease” supplied that article and other provisions for British wie, 

troops garrisoned in Canada. Because of the growing prosperity, set- 7’ /55 

tlers were attracted to this area, and from 1821 to 1824 the population of 

27. v|-| )idney and Thurlow townships increased from 2,550 to 3,500. During 

On. .,¢) the same time the population of Rawdon Township rose by over 30 per 

C/ SIME Rn 


Ly Midland cent to stand at 296. 


District) This increase in population was encouraged further by changes in 


the Upper Canadian government’s land and timber policies. A new land- | CRAIC 
granting system was adopted in 1826 whereby the old system of free Fae: 
srants, upon payment of fees, was replaced by a sales system. This Crown [38-4 
oe sales system lessened the opportunities for land speculators and helped 
;./49’ to place genuine settlers on the land. Also, in 1827 a portion of the clergy 
"eserves was opened for sale to settlers, again encouraging settlement. 
About the same time the timber on the public lands of Upper Canada was MoirA 
legally opened for anyone who agreed to pay a fixed scale of fees; prior |7epoeT 
to this the timber had been reserved for the Royal Navy and could be cut ee 
only after acquiring a licence. The new timber system promoted the growth P 


of the lumber industry, providing both full time employment to lumbermen 
and part-time employment to many farmers. 


Bly 2 Industrial accidents accom panied this rapid devel 
J ae: cid pid development. A Belleville 
162 “subscriber to the ingston Chronicte, the local paper in 1826, wrote of a 
at a 


Ee accident ay mowing bee in the First Concession of Sidney 

when John Lawrence was cut by a scythe and his leg had to be amputated. 
Many other Persons were described as having suffered like fates: 

Two have met with death, by horses running away with wagons, two 

by th felling a tree, another by the falling of timber, five 

7 sie upsetting of two Skifts in the Bay, and a number of others by 

drowning, who were employed in the lumber business, in the Rivers and 
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Lakes back of the settlement.’ 


” The writer | : 
: 10ped_ th: Ss 
serve asa warning to others. P that this 


account would 
uc misha S 5 1 


the 1830 assessment records show a total of 5.819 persons Rae? 


[PAC RES Bx ; 
vol- | 


TOWNSHIP | we’ | oT Peale 
16 years | 16 years lees agar = 
Sidney | 598 581 447 eaten oe 
Thurlow 645 623 964. 612 2444 
Rawdon | 113 96 75 71 355 
Huntingdon | 39 43 36 13 16] 
an Marmora | 68 39 48 47 202 
Tyendinaga | 105 84 87 97 373 
al Madoc | 20 30 27 32 139 
Totals 16181496 1284 4215819 


The relative youth of the county population can be seen in the fact that 
almost half were under 16 years of age. Also evident is the developing 


! Pete. settlement in the Madoc area, as well as Huntingdon township where in 
ae 1817 there had been only four families. Hungerford Township also was " 
iF being settled at this time and boasted 271 persons by 1832. In both Hunt- i 
o1re 


ingdon and Hungerford townships, settlement was encouraged by the 
Canada Company. Founded in 1824 by John Galt, the company eae oe 
reserve lots in each concession of the two townships in 1826 and sold them P 
to immigrants. 
Still the population explosion was not as great as many persons wanted. 
“fatviel, (Accordingly a vocal element of the population in the early 1830’s proposed 
Nov: |J4, 4the formation of a society to instruct emigrants in the “numerous advant- 
834 (ages” of this area. Another group headed by the newly founded Intelligencer Tatrist 
called upon the farmers to unite against “the rising tide of free trade”, an \ Nov -28 
Rotp#, (evil which threatened local prosperity. Writers such as Thomas Rolph /2 44 
p-!57 4 looked for a canal between the Bay and Lake Ontario together with a Trent 
waterway to ensure high cash prices for farm products, thereby attracting 
settlers. A visitor to Belleville in 1836 commented that at “‘an inconsider- Ro PH, 
able expense” the Moira could be made navigable as far as the bridge} P- 


for steam boats. 
Moja However, these hopes 
Report, settlers received a temporar 
P 73 | depression affected the merchants an 
coupled with the ensuing Rebellion of 1 


quoted in 


to expand the local economy and attract more 
y setback in the late 1830’s when an economic R 
d flour millers. This depression, 
837-38, would have serious local 


consequences. 


~ 


Chranj cle| Cluded offices, two furnaces (capable of yieldin 


Chapter 11 


A Mining Venture 


“In Upper Canada... there are only two Iron or Metal 
Foundries, — one on the shores of Lake Erie, a and 
the other in the township of Marmora, Midland District. 


Fie: Vones"\ laden meat 

One of the most fascinating chapters in the history of Hastings County 

centers about the Marmora Iron Mines. In addition to being one of the 

few Canadian mines in operation in the early nineteenth century, this 

venture has been of continuing importance: to-day the Marmora Mines stil] 
play a major role in the economy of the county. 


The man most responsible for the beginnings of the mining boom at 

ThL@°T, $Marmora was Charles Hayes. Representing the Dublin firm of W. and R. 

ual -L pe ayes, Charles Hayes had come to Canada in search of new iron ore de- 

posits. On October 26, 1820, he requested permission from the Canadian 

Notes by \Pepslature to establish an iron works at Crowe Lake, Marmora Township, 

Grace 4 and to open a road to the mines from Sidney Township. Permission was 

Haven given for the building of the road and some 1200 acres of land were 

(405 | granted so that “bar iron” and “hollow ware” could be produced. An 
additional 1200 acres were set aside for fuel purposes. 


On February 16, 1821, a fifteen mile. road was opened between the 
; works and the mouth of the Trent River and on October 1 Hayes reported 
Warren : . : ° 
g,¢ (that a number of men were working on the site. The iron works was sit- 
uated on the east bank of the Crowe River 


Main Street, a site now overgrown with weeds and brush. The mine build- 
aston | 18S covered a considerable expanse of groun 


Notes by 
7Frace 


a block eastward, leaving little 
mine buildings, 


Netes by Wh 
th 


vace ae 
withi 
Warren, 


i9¢¢ | lands which were granted hi 


was approaching peak production. 
heavy castings could be obtained 


pets By 1822 the Marmora Iron Works 
Se ide In Rugust the public was advised that 


vol-L, 
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Kingston 


cea at corks at five dollars per hundred pounds (the terms cash) and in 
Cnronicle, eptember bar iron of all] 


sizes was ready for delivery. Thomas Whitaker 

& Co. of Kingston was named sales representative there, and a moderate 
ie72 ~~ trade resulted. The British Navy’s Dockyards at Kingston proved to be an 
important customer. Iron ballast was needed for the yards, 


the Marmora Iron Works called for tenders to transport 750 


— 


tons of east 


as ngs ¢ oun and adjac en ownsnip i cou ies, 
H 1 t t t h sS in Nor thumber land and F rince Edward nt : 

f m Wi tt pet rtance of the Marmora lron Works ar d its 
1825 igo] a map y . . 


d to the mente-ef—the Trent is clearly shown. {P-A Ha | 
road to 


and in( 1822) 


Kingston 
April }7, 
{822 


on 


t Wi t r- i Vi Ww. nn i | M i , 
t r Lf in Marn ora ate colou 1ews by Susa a Stric 


Belleville writer. (PA 4) 


iron ballast to these docks. To encourage transportation on the Trent es 
erence would be given “to those who 
tthest distance by water, and as sh 
exceeding the stipulated sum will be 


one month ply regularly up and down 
rent, carrying Iron Ballast.” 


advertisement, transportation was ou 2 
facing the company. Road transportation was Cees 
cavy weight of the product, and Ware 
transportation was hindered by rapids and shallows on the Trent and Crowe 
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rivers. On one occasion this obstacle was p 
of the most respectable farmers” 
July, 1823, to Carry several cargoes of fire-stone for 
from the landing place to the Iron Works, a dist 


: Aare: the first mining disaster in Hastings County history was re- 
corded in April, 1823, when a “melancholy accident” occurred at the 


*« - [ ba Saad Z « ~ > % = 7 
Marmora Iron Works. A party of men was excavating a ledge of rock, wher Kingston 


a cedar stump unexpectedly gave way, releasing a small rock slide w el Ae 


artially overcome when “some 


: a, oe rae » « | Kingstey 
in the district had a “Grand Bee” in Kings i 
4 f Chrenicle, 

re new furnaces Fane 27 


ance of six miles. 823 . 


struck and instantly killed Patrick Butler. an Irishman who had worked) Apr! 
fourteen months at the mine, A resulting inquest into the tragedy found) 1°23 


that “no blame whatever could be imputed to any person...” J 


As production capacity grew, the Marmora Iron Works was able to 

advertise an increasing variety of goods: 
Heitactie “Pot Ash Kettles & Coolers, 40 Gal. Cauldrons & Sugar Kettles, Single 
Chiwicle & Double Stoves, Pots and Bake Ovens, Dog Irons, Sleigh Shoes, Cart & 
~ ww ign Waggon Boxes, Fanning Mill Irons, with Bar Iron of all sizes. and of 
Nov: 7, 1823! SUPERIOR QUALITY, now ready for sale — Orders for the above and 
MILL IRONS of every description, received and executed immediately 
at the Works, or forwarded by the Agents in the respective Towns in the 


Province.” mm 
T ~ -/A Cc 
The Marmora Iron Works spark- Sab 
ed an early real estate boom. Building for Mate, King i) 
lots advertised in the Kingston press In the Village of MARMORA, ET) 
‘e soon purchased by mer- IN UPPER CANADA, 1423 
a hae r Nee eee EVERAL LOT} fe BUILDING, 
chants and tradesmen, who were re- Oe cekeeeamnuns te rent te 
: . st ““nor mecditt Coatiganty to t 
quired by the company to submit cer- ing aa sag gama ne wlauti " 
tificates of good conduct” with their twatian for Dry Good Stores, nad Trades. 
> : men of every descriptioa.— A pplication 
application for land. Se can mia ieee Worl, aeektie 
= . - panied with certificates of good conduct. 
) Kingston Local agriculture also flourished. Kiagstos, June 27, 1839. 


Chronicle, the iron works purchasing up to 60 
Nov-5, barrels of prime pork and 100 barrels = ——— ae St eid 
1824 of fine flour in each winter month to feed its 150 to 200 emp 2 an Ky e i 
ment for these products was in cash or iron ware and the farmers were (Chronicle 


Sieg , . Jleville or |taly 14 
“at a liberi ‘ice ‘arry a return load to Belleville or |Zau/ 
usually engaged “at a liberal price” to carry a doe 


the River Trent. | ad ; 
Charles Hayes’ real answer to the problem of transportation ed BI 
; ; ' a , a i 5 

his plan to build a canal from the south-west corner of Crowe Lake ag 


the narrows on the Trent River. The south-west corner of nae _ eae —— 

fredien isti rs ‘iginal workings, was the site of Hayes |$23,July 

ton), five miles distant from the sn neee lied ie sranted in 1824, but (Pp-32/77- 

Kingston proposed mine expansion. Patents to this land were gre pi 


Chiron Ze, ) fj i “eV ion of the canal and forced Hayes , 

Chyeaicle, ) financial problems prevented the completion La URNS PONE TET Tenet 

a>) -elinquish his holdings to three prominent businessme! McG yt 7 

et SEiiphaeal, Ao vi of Kingston and Robert Hayes of Dublin, Gh, Sm 
of Montreal, Anthony Manahan of Kings ] j 


° bes 
* . 7 " he if b p aM 7] 
Ireland. Management problems continued and wh 827 Peter McGill, by 20.42 from 
wthe sole proprietor, put the complete iron works 


7.534 acres with Marmore 
and 7,534 acre poster” 


c Chronicle ; Lake 


Kingste 
Aug: 18, 1827 


; ‘ele 
E Kin on Chaepis P 
SEE Chuly 14,1826 


~~ x 


&) Spelled Hetherington 


Peter McGill (1789-1860) who 
played a major role in developing 
the Marmora mines. (P-A C) 


“inexhaustible mines of ORE” up for sale at Kingston by public auction 
to the highest bidder. Upwards of £30,000 had been invested in the pro- 
ject up to 1826, and since no reasonable offer was received at the auction. 
Peter McGill remained as owner, with Anthony Manahan as works manager. 


Production increased, and advertising in the Kingston newspapers was 
extensive, but still the company did not prosper. The press blamed the 
“4.24 people and the people’s representatives in government for not providing the 

Ep’ id, <¢ —_ a = O . . 66 
227 Spur of public encouragement”. The(Kingston Chronicle-proclaimed: Let 

‘ . . . E: . 

them not purchase a single article in Montreal which can be procured from 
the Marmora Iron Works — let them bring a bill into Parliament, grant- 
ing a sum of money for effecting a water communication between the 


works and the head of navigation, and for the making and improvement 


f we SRR. O eS ts 
of roads in their vicinity ... Kingstan Chronicle Sune 19,1830 


’ did not prick the government to 


The “public spur’ 
Lieutenant-Governor Colborne did visit 


tion, although 


re (without reserve bid), 


Vingston Bar ae S as a joint stock company, to est- 
Chrovicle_, sii 1orges Trent or at Belleville because of 
Rp 3 fs °s, and to control the hitherto “amaz- 
1940 ze expenses”, ermission, to sell shares was received, and 

He Marmora Company was ine porated, but again the anticipated pro- 
sperity did not materialize. Kingston Chron ees Mare k 26, 183i 


inst pu licg —— 


i? Ss, two reports resulted — a majority report 
George Nene ony, Manahan of Kingston (the former works manager) and 
Seville Tudley of Belleville. and a minority report by Isaac Frazer 


th Chronicle Dec. 25, 1830 


the works in 1830) After the =,,.25 
ay government refused his request for a £10,000 loat eter McGill pene 
‘aa , again (advertiseds the buildings and land for sale to the highest bidder | 


PAC Suncl: 


; K 
oF) passed into the hands of Thomas " ale, 
ipo of Montreal for the price of C£10,0005 Herrington plan- aa 12 
ned to se hi 


30 


A MINING VENTURE 


Page 65 
of Ernestown. Frazer was 
much as the other commissioners, since he felt th 
good state of repairs, that there Was an 
and that the “s r of rich Ir ne ie 
alee a oe . rich Iron ore is absolutely inexhaustible”. He 
Ss a ‘OS r 36 — Por * < 
Baie ney cost o buying the property at £25,000 and the cost of| PAC 

uliding the prison wing at £9,839.6.0. Nevertheless, Frazer question-| MC SwaoRies 
ed whether or not government ownership of the works would be proper. / !°3 
Penitentiary warden Henry Smith of Kingston also felt that. this public} Feb.2¢ 
project would be “‘detrimental to private ownership”; although his main| 
objections were the cost of the new prison wing, the difficulty of hiring! 

guards when their low salarie 


s would not meet the increased prices neces- 
sitated by transporting goods inland from Belleville, and the unsuitability | 


for hard physical labour of many convicts whose bodies had been “de- 
stroyed by intemperance”. Accordingly the provincial government did 
purchase the Marmora Iron Works. 

The next half century witnessed further changes in management but 
to no avail. The attempts were largely foiled by transportation problems. 
Neither the Cobourg-Peterborough-Marmora Railway Company nor the 
much-talked-of Belleville to Marmora Railway could solve the problems. 
Another difficulty was the sulphur content in the ore: wood did not create_Torento 
enough heat to remove the sulphur and an experiment in(1876)to smelt ; Globe 
the iron with petroleum was also unsatisfactory. As a result, mining oper- /&"¢ 
ations ceased about 1880, and the land passed into the hands of Mr. T. P. 
-earce of Toronto, who carried on extensive lumber operations. 

Nevertheless the Marmora Mines have been important. They began 


generally in favour of the move, though not as ) 


at the works were in a 
immense supply of water power. 


not 


ID /6 


a county interest in mining, supplied the early settlers with such necessary 


products as potash kettles and bake ovens, encouraged the opening up of 
the Marmora area to settlement, showed the need for improved navigation 
facilities on the Trent, and pointed the way for the successful operations 
of the present Marmoraton Iron Mines, a subsidiary of the American 
Bethlehem Steel Company. 


Aerial view of the present Marmoraton Mines operation. ) 


(Peterborough Pas Tea Pik Co many 


Chapter 12 


By Land and Water 


“Quick Travelling — As an instance of the rapid travel- 
ling in this country we may mention that lately a gent- 
leman left Belleville at half-past seven on the morning 
of Tuesday in the (Steamer) James Kempt . and 
arrived in Montreal on Wednesday — a distance of 
| about 300 miles. It would bother Uncle Sam himself to 


[ beat this.” . _ 
: (Kingston Chronicle and Gazette, July 20, 1833.) 


is The speed of transportation increased remarkably between the time of 
| the early explorers and the 1830's. ; 
Compare the twenty-six days required in October, 1668, by Father 
HT Fenelon to travel from Montreal to the Trenton area with the two days 
needed in 1833 to complete the same journey by steamer. Like Champlain, 
who had visited the Bay of Quinte on his 1615 expedition, Father Fenelon 
7 travelled mostly by water, landing only to portage or to make camp at 
night. 
Water remained the chief avenue of transportation after the coming 
of the Loyalists. For many years, it was considered a waste of time and 
t money to open roads when the Bay of Quinte provided excellent summer 
transportation, and winter traffic “‘was made comparatively easy .... by 
| snow and ice, which made the most remote points accessible by snowshoe 
and dog sled’, according to historian Edwin C. Guillet. As a result, the 
earliest inhabitants blazed few trails through the woods. 


Before 1800, there were no roads worthy of the name in the Quinte 
: ) district. William Canniff noted that travellers from Montreal westward 
would come by bateau or durham boat to Kingston. A @ 


Tohn 


ee Ferguson 


who made the trip up the St. Lawrence in 1788, described it as “a most SER: Le, 


iL, tedious and fatiguing journey” 
to the waist in water or mire”. 


Pavers dollars and other goods were charged accordingly. 


le 247% Freight charges on this route were based Bell 
ae, > >) on ai aiena tandard Fa pers 
| b wrlkine’ standard — a barrel of rum was transported for about three 2g” 


s Sec: Beil 
ee 
: f- 40 


Se@e-. CANNIFF, 
1f jase /44 -5- 


1 se 


: many of the nineteen days being spent “up Records 


[: 


canal was the game would be of short continuance”. Another seventy years elapsed } ., 
un in—before the completion of the Murray Canal in 1889. ; 


CANNIFF 
tone 


b 
jeer 
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eee his passengers with grog from his “caboose”. Bateau service was )Hambly 
LG a many points along the Bay and surveyor William Hambly| Field Netes 
records hiring one in December, 1793, to carry his survey party from near| (743-94 
Deseronto to Fairman’s on the fro ; 


: nt of Thurlow at a cost of three dollars. 
ater, Hambly rented a bateau from Captain Meyers for his trip to Toronto. 


At the Carrying Place near the head of the Bay of Quinte, the bateau was 
probably unloaded, hauled upon wagons across the narrow isthmus to 
Wellers Bay, and reloaded to proceed west along the north shore of Lake 
Ontario. As he watched the slow portaging process, Hambly must have 


_wondered if_someday a canal would cut the narrow isthmus. Two years 
later a@rant of land was set aside for such a canal, but the project hung 


fire for many years. Robert Gourlay ridiculed it in 1822 when he wrote) 
. ° : = ce a Statistical 
that in war time a canal might assist “in playing at bo-peep along the \ 2“ 


; he count 
shore, should the Americans gain control of Lake Ontario: but in that event |——-—= ’ 


497 


3 During the winter months ice travel was extremely popular in the 

early 1800's. Unfortunately it was also very hazardous. On Christmas Sun-") Kingsten 
day evening in 1817, two young American visitors drowned when their ( S«zet#¢ , 
single horse sleigh broke through the ice of the Bay of Quinte as they ats | 

driving east from Trent River. A similar “melancholy accident” on the 

bay in February, 1834, took the life of the Presbyterian minister at Cobourg, 

the Reverend Matthew Millar. 


Jan- If 18/7 
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FALLLLANAALNN OSs 


naa lan ; een 


7 3 : > i (Ontario 
eae . a B Archives) 
i ; Thomas Bur- . 
-colour executed in the early 1830's by ie: 
ma cee tere and ferry with its wharf, the horse ferry with Dut “e Z 
d rowboat. On the east bank, near the cribs of Ske e 
The first bridge across the Trent's Cilt 


oe 


The mouth of the Trent, fro 


i leec 
rowes. Pictured are Mrs. John B 
its railing-on either side, and a flat-bottome tr 
white squared pine timber, are the Hawley saw mills. 
mouth was erected in 1834. 


Ae a HISTORIC HASTINGS 

The first section of roadway in the Quinte district is reported to have 

GuILLET, | ) .6n that constructed in early Loyalist days between Bath and Kingston. 
Barly Lite Between 1798 and 1801 this road was incorporated into the Danforth Road 
ame which reached from Kingston to Toronto. Hastings County was little affected 

by this highway since the route from Bath westward passed through Prince 


Edward County, emerging at the Carrying Place. Then as now, a ferry 


carried travellers between the Adolphustown shore and Glenora. 


at ; In the next 20 years the Danforth Road fell into disrepair because 

of the lack of any effective system of road maintenance. Accordingly in 
GuiteT, | 1815-16 a second highway, known as the Kingston Road, was opened be- 
Earl tween Kingston and York (Toronto). Generally it followed the route of 
Life, - | the old Danforth Road, but with one important exception. Between Ernes- 
~ «|¢-7| town and the site of the present town of Trenton an alternative route was 
PP provided. This passed through Napanee and Belleville and a ferry conveyed 


travellers across the Trent River near its mouth. 


The .corduroy roads, built in 
swampy arecs and named after 
the long-wearing ridged cloth in 
common use. The King’s messeng- 
er meets the preacher; who has 
the right of way? (Painting by Rev. 
Bowen Squire)/in Nay 


County useum 


ae 


2 
M GMLLET, 


ee ford | Work on the early roads was carried out by statute labour. Each in- 


F 5 ea wees i ee ye Seba three to twelve days a year on the 
sway, this work being supervised by pathmasters who were appointed 

by the ratepayers at annual township meetings. About 1816 the provincial 

| Beane also appointed township commissioners such as James McNabb 
of Meyers Creek to spend some government money on the development 

~ of branch roads. However, this was not an ideal situation and in the 1820's 

L. Charles Hayes of the Marmora Iron Works found ie Heceseuny to per- 
sone Y inane road repairs on the forty miles of road the company had 
BRC pane t pee in 1824, the bridge across the Moira was in such poor 
«UC Sundries on that Reverend Thomas Campbell, Robert Smith, and Charles 


| yy aah pee the construction of a new bridge at a cost of £125. 
e Bt, 
Pp- 37159 ays eager ieved that every district resident would willingly come forward 


Reiman Fm CS 
A 
= 


PAC 
UC Surd 
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pyld. Chranicle + 
‘513 Gazette, by the captain 
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and help pay for the bri 
e br . Page \! 
shattered when only ene —— 69 
ras 


subscribers had to ask the govern 
n 


finishec : 

raised se ar pe confidence was| 
; ’ ic collectj ng 

nent for the balance chon, and the} 


The first r 
e —- ‘ 
a ee ee ea: nee line between Kineston - Ly 
eroren oP ompeal : ae: male by Samuel Purdy of Kir a 
thar way during the winter months‘ os 


OrkK er = 
rk began to) Kingston 


the stage made } Gazette 


re 
) Then on July 8, 1817, } Yar 


casette (Purdy inaugurated a “s a 
= » dollars for : a “stage waggon” line to Bellevi kt 
Tuly 11817, OES ea Kingston which f 0 Belleville, charging four 
>. €€ wasec : bliss 
next year. va cout by one dollar ie tae 
The coming of a 
e of the stage coinci 
On September 7, 1816, ee with the arrival of the steamboat 
. vo E . . ' S)) : i al Oa 
edilinevas the first steamsh; rontenac’ was launched near Kin: 
ee aihnich rst steamship on the Great Lakes and the K mi 
; Te ugh questioning the financial succe Toul le Aur 
| them an “‘interestin Ze 39 al success of such vessels, « 
! g experiment’. A second steamer ra 
CANNIFF, was com leted 1 18 : steamer. the ““Uuse r hart , 
| -604 )the C & in 1818 and made regular runs from Wilkins’ WI 
| a arrying Place to Prescott. The fare, including me: Ie ae ‘ 
from the head of the Bav of Q . oar D i = Dl not Wguol 
| Belleville to Tr : uinte to Kingston was five dollars. From 
| o Trenton, steerage passage was 3s. 9d. Rules for the rae: IK 
| of the passengers on the “Charlotte” prohibit’ ia ie: ive ne’ (Chee 
visi 1 eet ae er 3 = rom smoking Ol 
| ee vl ting the ladies’ cabin without special permission and explained how} 4 
| Kingsten night “Births” could be obtained. In 1826 the “Charlotte” w : ti 1h 
. : = ‘ S px« é 
| Chronicleyeenu so that, according to the owners, it offered the publi “ag Ae % 
| Teh 13 pee, and comfortable a mode of travelling, as there is to be found ‘l 
- 6c ory ; 
Apa this Province”. The “Charlotte” met boats at the Carrying Place so that 
| westbound passengers could be transferred to Weller’s Stage. 
After Belleville and Trent Port began to be visited by steamers such 
| as the “Sir James Kempt”, “Britannia”, “Kingston”, “Perseverance” and 
Hy 4 . . . 
the “Brockville”, the importance of hoth sites as ports and market towns } /4/R8 
| erew. The produce of the back settlements was exported from these towns { REPORZ, 
CANNIFEE aboard fast steamers. Accordingly, bateau traffic declined rapidly, ais i 
P- i145 jthough John Fanning of Belleville operated a bateau to Montreal as late 
as the 1830’s. 
Kingston 
| Early steamboat travel was risky. In the summer of 1833 the feat nite 
nia” and the “Sir James Kempt” were in collision, the former sinking. ——_—— 
Ki Ro ed gn “tied teat of 110," 
/ On November 27, 1834, the ‘Kingston , described as a “fine boat o Cheer les 
| feet long and 16 feet beam. . . propelled by an engine of forty-five horse erate 
Enroute from Kingston the vessel had passed-June 27,1833 


ected but it was soon repaired 
“nailing a board on the outside”. Then four 


“Kingston” encountered stronger ice and a 
red the boat to proceed, which 
unately there , 


es Kingsten power’, sank at Belleville. 
through some ice near Picton. 

and engineer 

lleville the 


loped. The captain orde 
ff the Belleville harbour. Fort 


A leak was det 


Feb-14 1935 miles from Be 
significant leak deve 
she did until she sank just © 


| 
| 
was no loss of life. 
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sz EAM BOAT 
KINGSTON, 
H. CALDER, MASTER. 

Will commence ag ne bee Peay 

inty and River, on Monday the 
sc She willleave the CARRY- 
ING PLACE, downwards, on every 
MONDAY & THURSDAY at 3 0 
clock A. M. and will leave P RESCOT r 
upwards, every TU i tian s FRI- 
DAY evenings, immediately ont 1@ arti~ 
val ofthe STAGES from MONT RE 
AL; touching ai all the usual intermedi- 
ate ports, on her up and down trips. 


The Boat has undergone a thorougb 
and complete repair by experienced Me 
chanics, apd is now refitted in a safe, sub- 
stantial arkl comfortable manner. It is 
expected, that on trial, she will prove 
worthy of Public confidence and Support. 


For terms of Freight or Passege, ap- 


ply to the Captain on board. 


Bellvilie, 17th. April, 1835, 


Tract and awarded seventeen contracts 


section of the road passed through the 
varriors agreed to supply two hundred 
ig and clearing the woods. Volunteers ir 
more than two hundred d 
ig 


hat 


the Mohaw 
to this response, the 
Allan Macpherson pointed 
adequate. The 
Napanee River were 
son felt that 

and passable.” 


inefficient stage dri 
a Methodist minist 
left us 


while travelling 


roup headed by Reverend Thomas C 
to raise over 30 pounds to provide pr 
ks, and surveyor Samuel Benso 


out in his 
bridges across the 
unsafe and sec 
an additional £800 


Terrible roads 


er who 
a delightful 


several times 


ce 


Meanwhile, stage coach own- 
ers, farmers, and businessmen 
were pressing for improved land 
transportation. In 1831 the Coun- 


ty road commissioners spent £100 


on roads and bridges, one con- 
tractor undertaking “to chop and 
e 7 * 
cler the road forty foot wide” in 
Huntingdon and Rawdon. 


A major project completed 


in 1831 was the rebuilding of the 


road connecting Belleville and 
Napanee. In 1830 the provincial 


government had set aside £800 


for this work. 
Then after much “difficulty 
and delay” in deciding which 


route was to be improved, the 


commissioners, headed by Allan 
Macpherson of Napanee, divided 
the proposed work into eighteen 
sections and called for tenders. 
On June 15, 1830, the commis- 
sioners met at the house of Larry 
Lewis, inn keeper in the Mohawk 


to the lowest tenders. The eighteenth 


Were not the only problem faced b 
vers also made tray 


Mohawk Tract, and the chiefs and 
days of volunteer labour in widen- 
1 Richmond Township also supplied 
ays in taking out pine stumps to widen the road. 
ampbell of Belleville passed the 
ovisions and superintendents over 
n volunteered his services. Thanks 
work was completed early in February, 1831. Yet, as 
final report, the road 
Salmon River, Sucker Creek, and the 
tions of the road were rough. 
was needed to make the road “good 


was still in- 


Macpher- 


y travellers. Careless, 


el difficult. Reverend Anson Green, 
preached in South Hastings, has 
nture which befell him in 1828 
n: “It had been raining, but the 


we were going up the Trenton 
ses, left to their instincts, re- 
pset in a ravine just wide and 
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“fo get him away”. A later visitor comp 
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ge ae eos bank when h 
th. We ha 
aaa Bat ad seat, one of whom was a very loquacious ol 
ee at out fearfully ‘lam killed, I am d rile ee 
; all I do! The poor creature! Thousl ee 
of me and my arm in the water. I was « ae 
tried to convince her that she was still ali 
The stage door was so tightly faster 
those who were lying on top of us een 
a little the driver managed to ; 
one after an other 


ae had two men on top 
sure that I was not dead; and I 
ve, but all in vain... 

ned that we could not open it; and 
d to be confused and stupid. After 
shove open a small window, thr 

, through which, 
» we emerged from our dismal position i i 


REVEREND ANSON GREEN 


auto iagraphy ] 
“Our driver, never more than half awake, gave up in despair. He 
declared that we could not get that stage out . . .But... .I told them if they 
would help me we would be off again in half an hour. By the aid of the 
horses hitched to the wheels, and rails to pry with, we placed our carriage 
on the road, mended the broken tongue with the halters, and were soon on 
our journey.” 
In July, 
most intolerabl 
and the driver “stopped two hours 


1833, Patrick Shirreff found conditions of stage travel al- 
e. The average speed by mail-stage was three miles per hour 


at “every tavern between Belleville and Trenton”. 

Travel by horseback had its problems also. Reverend Anson Green 
tells how his horse, a noble animal with “the fault of stumbling”, deposited 
him in the mud as he was on his way to preach near Trenton in 1825. 


at a hotel notwithstanding our anxiety 

te bei ree tetver stopped) cae 
ained that her stage driver stopped/ 77 ,.c/e 
Aug- 30, 


&5 


Weller’s Stage. Shown arriving at Finkle’s Tavern, Bath, in the 1820's, this red and gold 
stage with the royal coat-of-arms on the side was a common sight on the Kingston Road. 
The fare from Belleville to Toronto in the 1830's was £1. (Painting by Rev. Bowen Squire). 
iT Hastings Tien Museum 


“It was rainy, and I held my umbrella over my head, musing upon 
my sermon. But I soon found myself in one place, my horse in another, 
and my umbrella some distance from both of us. I scarcely knew what io 
do. The congregation was waiting for me near by, but I looked more like 
a toper who had been rolling in the mud, than a divine on his way io 
the pulpit. But all’s well that ends well. I rubbed off the thickest of the 


ee people waited patiently, and we had a thankful and joyous time 
together.” 


for a £15, 
others opera 
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lies “oreat inconvenience sustained by the public” because of inefficient — 


BY LAND AND WATER 
Page 73 

Petrie was infuriated. He 

two days later accosted him, presented a loaded pistol to 
demanded three dollars at the peril of his 
and demanded a receipt, which Petrie ga 


took place in daylight in front of 
bridge. 


sent a challenge to the circus agent and 
his breast, and 
life. The agent paid the money 
ve. Amazingly, this transaction 
several witnesses on Belleville’s lower 


Petrie was then arrested, 
Kingston gaol. At his trial in A 


charged with armed robbery and lodged in 


ae August, he pleaded that the money demanded 
was simply the contract price to which he was legally entitled as the 


licensed operator of the ferry. After lengthy deliberation, the jury found 
him guilty and on the morning of August 6, the sentence of death was ... . 
rendered by Justice J. B. Macaulay. That same afternoon,Qustice Macaulay, i oh ¢s 
wrote to the government recommending the case as a proper one for royal 73 33, Ana 
clemency. Petrie’s cause was also taken up by the Kingston press and the Fep:* 4) 
citizens of Belleville. He was described as a “man of integrity and up- 
right and honourable feelings” and Reverend Thomas Campbell wrote that 
Petrie would rather “submit to Martyrdom in its most excruciating form 
than do an act that he considered dishonourable or mean”. The eovern- 
ment pardoned Petrie. 


[“jacaniay 


Released from custody, Petrie returned to the ferry service, but some ; 
of the people who had testified to his honesty and reliability now began be ; 
to find fault with his service. Henry W. Yager criticized Petrie’s lack of ? ‘2 2a 
faithfulness and announced that he was prepared to fit out a boat powered ( pp- 133+ 


. . i 1 > a ; A 
by two horses to offer improved service. Augustus Bennett complained of Pek 1 


ferry service and proposed to use horse power and later steam power. It oP q 
was insinuated that Petrie might know something about rival ferry boats 
having been “broken in someway unknown . Despite these charges and 
insinuations by Petrie’s jealous commercial rivals, the local citizens vhs 
ally continued to regard him highly and in 1841 he served as president 


or mayor of the village of Belleville. 


Chapter iS 
The Rebellion of 1837-38 


“Belleville ...and... the township of pes ee 

many specimens of furious revolutionists . . he ae 

of the (Mohawk) Indians kept these peop aes : : 

however, their road to Kingston lying through the In 
ian settlement...” 


(Lt. Col. Bonnygastle, commander of the militia at Kingston, 1837-38). 
| “(Canada as it was,vol-Z, p-77 ; 

The Rebellion of 1837-38 is often regarded as a comic-opera chapter 
in Canada’s history. Lacking the obvious drama and success of the Amer- 
ican Revolution, it has been neglected by some historians. But to those 
persons who lived through the period, the rebellion held great significance: 
it represented the logical, though unfortunate, outcome of a growing reform 

it movement whose aim was to limit the power, privileges, and possessions 
i of a favoured few friends of government. In the 1830’s the reform move- 

| ment had three main branches: the Radicals associated with William Lyon 
it Mackenzie believing in violence, if necessary, to gain their ends; the 
Moderates under Robert Baldwin who did not think that rebellion was 
, the logical outcome of a reform movement; and the group led by Methodist 

. Egerton Ryerson who resented the privileged position of the Anglican 
i Church, but split with the Reformers in 1833, believing that their leaders 
if were atheists and republicans. It was Mackenzie and the Radicals who were 
responsible for the bloodshed of the rebellion. 


The causes of the rebellion were to be found in Hastings County as 
they were to be found throughout the rest of the province. The problem 
of a land system granting large acreage to friends of the government, while 

aking it difficult for bona fide settlers to obtain land, was present 


settlers were located in 


. The Canada Compan 


: _ Ting settlement on its valuable lands 
| serve until its poorer lands 
ff of the Church of England as 
|| sented in this centre of Meth 
1ons to friends of the ruling 


y was accused of prevent- 
in Hastings County, holding them in re- 
elsewhere were sold. The privileged position 
seen in the system of clergy reserves was re- 
odism, Government patronage in giving posit- 
aristocracy was also a factor. 


iy; 
: oe ics Sse ee of the reform movement in the Bay of Quinte 
scribbler and 


i can fs seas spt necked individualist, Gourla 
Rif: 


» an inveterate 
y_ was dismayed by the 
> 1817, he circulated a 


a | 
ei) 


we. 
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slow settlement. About fort 

: : Y township meetines war : 

in Thurl . P meetings were held, includine 

ty ee on February 6, 1818, where James ties es ope GouRLAY 
- Meyers, John Canniff 1 subjects drew tata 


ee and other loval «yh; 
up a statistical report whj > ane’ Other loyal subjects drew 
port which concluded that the township’s improvement Keport | 


was retarded b 

we, 1; the lack of adequate yeoman population and insuffici iy oe 
y invested in agriculture. or ae $9) 

#4 
ad been guilty 
township conventions to 
ritish government. Suc 
: g at. Such 

Rees pee held in Thurlow Township on June 6,1818, Thomas Cole- coi 
an being selected to represent that township, while Jacob W. Meyers | p-¢/6 


GourLat 


ee iiiys efforts, as did a simi 

vol 2 y ; 0) 2 as did a similar meeting at John Ketcheson’s Sidney Town 

Ps s ae ome later in June. An alarmed government quickly arrested Gourlay 
in Kingston in June, 1818, on a charge of criminal libel. Released on rats 


Gasette bail, later arrested at Brockville, acquitted by a court and then re-arrested,| ie 


eae rea 
Gourlay’s influence remained, however. Among his followers was) 
| 


Thomas Coleman, a leading Belleville merchant who, like Gourlay, was 

charged with seditious libel. Addressing a Kingston reform meeting on \Kingste 
September 8, 1818, Coleman bitterly attacked his accuser in the case, | CS2ef= 
James McNabb, a government supporter in the Legislative Assembly repre- | Sept 22, 


senting Hastings County and Ameliasburgh Township. McNabb was de- bibs 


} scribed as “a mean malignant man” who had treated Coleman to several 
drinks at Nelson’s Tavern in order to loosen his tongue and make him 
say something seditious. Coleman responded by damning Governor Gore 
and accusing the government supporters of filling their own pockets with 
£3000 at the expense of the public. Coleman denied calling the Crown 
ministers “a damned set of perjured villains”, claiming that McNabb must 

Kinaston (be lying. To Coleman’s charges, James McNabb replied that he had no 

Gazette, objections to meet “this scurrilous and most turbulent person” in further 

Sept 24, “warfare by paper’, but that for the moment his mind was more usefully 

181% employed for the benefit of my worthy constituents”, than in stooping 
so low as to spend more time replying to Coleman’s assertions. Certainly 
local political life in the early 1800's was not dull, and one wonders how 
McNabb and Coleman survived at all, being adjacent property owners on 
the west bank of the Moira River in Belleville. 

The reform movement continued to grow in strength, challenging the 


existing order. More than one political meeting called to discuss issues 
broke up into two hostile camps. For example, on 


Bee accouil in o¢ common concern 

Kingston 4(March 10, 1832) the inhabitants of Hastings County were called to attend 

Chronicle, a meeting in the Court Room at Belleville to discuss reform leader Lone 

Mar-10, Lyon Mackenzie’s criticisms of the system of government. About oe 
932, hundred persons were present and feelings ran high. No sooner had the 

oe "hq /30 local member of parliament, Mr. Samson, begun to expose the “‘false- 


\ (Mar- 
/ e Tress, 
A brief Peaent alse occurs in the ae 
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and inconsistency” of Mackenzie’s sped osc Seat 
ee ain san to interrupt him “at almost every Santen 1e aida : 
the Reformers Dega ade no real effort to quell the interruptions, Sam- 
When the chairman ae ‘o do battle, Sensing this movement, Samson 
son's supporters sa efti and was immediately raised on the shoulders 
jumped from sa ei into Nelson’s Tavern, followed by over half of 
of his friends anc ee rman was selected, an address of loyalty and 
those present. A new ¢ rat M st Gracious Majesty, and about four hun- 
obedience ro ne eed the spot. Meanwhile the original chair- 
. “cons S12 é oe ‘ . ie ig 
ae Staking ee had walked off with the “glorious minority” to the 


ther criticism of the government was voiced. 
Belleville Hotel where further criticism of the govet ‘ 


hood, absurdity, é 


+. 


Kingsten : Similarly, at a meeting at the Court Room in 1836, it was determined 
Chronicle by noise and confusion that there should be no discussion”. Again two 
s Gazette separate meetings resulted, and 716 Belleville citizens finally signed a 


Aprlb, | netition supporting the Lieutenant-Governor. An almost identical statement 
ie3 rt : > ¥ 5 


{oO 


Ki ng stow 
C os e 
E Gaze: 
of support resulted from another Constitutional Meeting held at Trent J4,,.23 


Port (Trenton) in April, 1836. These meetings followed a personal visit — /%4¢ 
a to Belleville and Trenton by Lieutenant-Governor Sir John Colborne, who 

almost lost his life after leaving Belleville when his winter sleigh was in- 
VW volved in an accident. 


Throughout the early 1830's Hastings County normally elected one 

jston member to the government side and one member to the reform side of the 
heaniclec Assembly. The government_member until his death in the early 1830's 
Hi} 3Gazette ,was James H. Samson, @ tactful olitician.5On May 4, 1836, the King- 


ston Chronicle and Gazette described the election of his successor in this 
> way: 


“THE RADICALS DEFEATED — AND TOTALLY VANQUISHED 
BY THE GLORIOUS RE-ACTION AT HASTINGS. 
“James McNabb, Es 


. q. the Constitutional candidate, elected by a major- 
ity of eleven votes, haviz 


ig forty-four more in reserve. 


s, which terminated on Sunday 
es McNabb, Esq. the constitu- 


result, so gratifying to th 
he se ai : ? \ e order y y f 
the land, at any time, js doubly so at this arise a erly and loyal o 


Mé 24 é * 
B35. Among the | 
Letter son of Belleyjllo- 


* = 


cate rang Reformers of Hastings County was Stephen Ben- 

| : : etter to a local member of the assembly, sug- 

Belles ie Ward the appointed Legis 

April 2, MHe or no control: ‘ 

i s«1835,to he cond pew e® Sincerely the L isl 

cary the good B; © Legislative Council w; 

Yager, M.-F - soe Sills you have already and may yet prea rs hare a : 
. owever be the 


William Lyon Mackenzie 
1795-186] 
Politician and Rebel 


(P-AC-) 


Case (which is most likely) it will arouse public opinion to the mad career 
of that House of Corruption and finally end in its total annihilation.” 


U-C-Sundri es ___An economic depression in the late 1830's also caused discontent. The 
/837 (Bank of the Midland District suspended payments in August, 1837? and a 
Belleville school teacher (wrote;) “The times are very hard here. I can 

hardly get money enough to rub along\with. As to. my school I get along ‘ 


. ae ae fs —22 > -A-C- Ww E- 2+ BSS. Letter Fvom_ 
very well. I get more scholars than money. 25% Holmes, Bellew. April 3, 1935 


Growing unrest forced the government to prepare for any eventuality, 
even armed rebellion. As a result, the First Hastings Yeomanry Cavalry 7 
under Captain D. Perry was formed in 1835. A volunteer corps, the  ¢¢¢ 
Hastings Cavalry consisted of about fifty men on the eve of the Rebellion, 
and Perry offered the services of his force on a permanent basis in Nov- 
ember, 1837. > Chronicle and Gazette 


In a letter published in the Kingston press >on November 24, 1837, 


Captain Perry also commented on the spirit of loyalty “that is bursting 

forth in all well disposed men in this neighbourhood”, notwithstanding 

the “Terrible Meeting at Hayden’s ”, a reference to a reform meeting at an 
Dr. Hayden’s (now Corbyville). The next month, Dr. Hayden and several ose 
other prominent citizens suspected of radical reform views were ae rae 
by local militia forces, charged with high treason and taken under arme Jee 26,1837 


guard to Kingston gaol. . 
As the Hastings militia gathered at Belleville to show its Tar ll 

to put down any possible rebellion, an unfortunate ee ee : 
Early one morning the fire bell was sounded to summon the a unteer 
fire fighters. However, militia men guarding prisoners in a EAR ae 
took it as a warning that Reformers were trying to free Cee adap 
the tavern. The men dressed oie! a eee te 2 oe 
i es, Captain James McNab of the firs g 
eee aoe of one of his men. He died ee cs 
The same month the only eee ae ie = = sf 3 

- tavern in Shannonville where Witham \ lage, 
eee escorting the mail through the Indian Woods, had stop- 


Kings ton 
Chieniele. 
Canvas 
4 Gazette 
Pec -20, 1837 
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Another dragoon, in loosening his cloak, let his 


ped for refreshment. tove and discharged, fatally wounding 


pistol fall. The pistol struck the s 
Church. ; . . 
i act Meanwhile the militia gathering at ee ee 
aah adequate arms and ammunition. A deputation Wigner oe for Bell 
ie : ie of December 8, 1837, the steamer Kingston” set out for Belle- 
@ Gazele./ ev $ 3 

Dec-4, 
1037 


BOARD OF POLICE. 
SATURDAY, November 25. 

The price of Flour being 30 shil- 

lings per barrel, Bakers will sell 

their breadat Sevenpence halfpenny| the Belleville Board of Police 


a loaf, the ensuing week. ech posted this notice on Nov- 
ere G. BENJAMIN. | ember 25, TL Naa 
Clerk. [| Trtell. Dec. 2/37] 
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i ville carrying fifteen hundred weapons, ammunition, a protective guard of 
Kingston militia, and the members of the Belleville deputation headed 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Anthony Manahan of the Second Hastings Regiment. 


Near Deseronto the “Kingston” was stopped by ice and was forced to 
put in to John Cuthbertson’s wharf. Despite the early morning hour the 
| call went out for aid, and in a few hours the guns had been transferred 
i into a dozen wagons and the party started off for Belleville. Leading the 

way were the Mohawks in battle dress, a sight calculated to impress upon 


the citizens of Belleville the Indians? loyalty and the strength of the 
Crown’s forces. 


) a 
WGte . Road from tl 

Nh Kingston m the east and faonens 
| : : t. In late Februar 
I) || | Chvanicle fifty officers and men of the Belleville Rif] sou ah 
IP) * Gazette Wellington Murney, two companies of the om Company under Captain 


_-———" 


ae Captains McKenzie and McA ; : 
| | Feb- 21, dha waste ae, eee and Captain Portt with about seventy 


1838 anal my ingston. The Ind 

been in high spirits” and anxious for a little sie ih ahs Selespinele 

Bonn cas, Lieutenant Col 

a ee “Colonel R. H. 

i} sae * | Kingston, believed that the att Aas Commander of the militia at 
vol 2 4 ATY 22, 1838, According] ie ae Kingston was scheduled for Febru- 
! p77 | Persons to Belleville t se age his western flank, he sent “proper 
. ward militia to RN Gisaffected there”, instructed the Prince 
mir? 1 and sent the Mohawk Indiang 1 oS Pelieved gathering near Napanee, 
out along the pi under the guise of » 


Oaches leadin 
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BoNNYCASTLE 


‘Ch aada On the night of the twenty 
each wet rest by a Belleville militia of fi 


4 
vf, a the rebels had commence 
ate ounty militia was j 
P y militia was in arms and the lech eae sacs 
ever, the land attack on Kingston failed to ma ringing 
eieeeafew prisoners were taken : 0 materialize 
Bellev; P were taken, including an Amerie: ie . 
elleville who was armed with a bowie kyif. merican gunsmith from \°2"24¢ 
ons, including special bullet hg bowie knife and other “murderous” eS fost 
aap g ets designed “to render a w ie eet uel 
as difficult of cure as possible” ider a wound as painful and } o« 65 
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-firs y 

: ee castle was awakened from hj 
e Ty « a ; 
r who had ridden posthaste to 


ae 5 announce 
d their march on Kingston 


The Hastings 
at Belleville. How- 


although near Nap- )Bonwreasie 


Bonnycastle paid hi . 
aid high prais 
ee paid high praise to the Mohawks when he noted that the 
potential revolutionaries of the Belleville Napane Los 
ce : al sg “Napanee area were kept j 
check by “the dread of the Indians”. heme ept in 
Lieutenant-Colonel R. H. Bonnycastle 
(1791-1847). (P-A-C-) 
The threatened attack on Kingston from the Watertown area of New 
Canede_as York State failed to materialize. However, to safeguard the eastern flank 
oe the Belleville Riflemen and a “strong force of Indian warriors” (actually ’ 
vol: ) = es E ¥ , Pr ¥, Gi 
ans re sent to reinforce Gananoque. sEE> BONNYCASTLE , Canade- 
page 4% (only@le Indians) were | Stews: oll ee 


Bonnycastle, a romanticist and a believer in strong empire, was made = 3)4-5" 
a Mohawk chief before the Indians returned to Tyendinaga. He writes: 
age (06 4 “I was led forth in full regimentals...and with the utmost gravity had 
p*g to dance the war-dance of the tribe, to smoke the calumet of peace and — : 
fellowship, and to declare my willingness to become a chief.” His Indian Take ae 
name was Anadaheso (he who summons the town). pe: 8 
Bonnvcast Unlike most other soldiers at Kingston, the Indians served without pay. 
BR onadax ‘According to Bonnycastle: “These Indians were a part of that militia, being 
Fn 1941.4 regularly organized under a captain leader and three chiefs; but they served, 
bole Z excepting the captain who was a militia officer, without pay, scorning to re- 


p- 2 


ue os 
id nineteenth century. (From e print in ihe PAC 

e mid nin ie C 14.225 

ceive it in the defence of their Great Mother, and their beloved country. A 

fowling-piece or two, a few yards of silk, some silk handkerchiefs for 

their nets who were left at home, and a trifling quantity of tobacco, 

powder and shot, sent them back to their woods as happy as possible. 


by | In the summer of 1838 the threat to the Kingston area subsided. Some 
| of the soldiers returned from Kingston to the Belleville area, and the Hast- 

ings County Reformers who had been imprisoned at Kingston were erad- 
fually released. By July only Nelson Reynolds remained to be tried, and 
"4 he, like the others before him, was soon acquitted. Their release did not 
eh eae glo ( go unnoticed. A number of “serious offences against the peace” were re- 
|) <A") ported in the press: fences were thrown down and “during the dead of 


fvazeile,) 


FeLi night” shots were fired into the houses of several respectable men who 
JUHE EL 


had given evidence against the Reformers. Perhaps the government had 
been too clement. 


| foe The release of the prisoners and the activities of Bill Johnson, “the 
PAC. : 3 oe a peg: , led to the county and town being “in a most Mi 
UC-Sandeibe ue : ae - Local citizens returning from the United States and an Inter=t Sy ndries 
a30, cP if letter warned that the pirates and their friends in Hastings County Junel? 
June i. /Would “set fire to Belleville and plunder it”. Accordingly the magistrates 4 


; -B win 
ablished at Belleville; a pair sa 
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7€> 
Suundri¢ 


‘Jun 2 2, 


ntinue to post a nightly guard. As a rand 32 
ils for suspicious letters. ee 


ih In the fall of 183 
f | ‘ formers and their kage ee the Tae ee ee pees Mes 


titan. Accordingly th 
i Prepared a garrison battalion of Sly the government aGezette, 
| man to receive a bounty» aes men established at Belleville, each Oct 20f ; 
Ht} than never” c /¢3 


lothing and army pay. “Better late 


_, Was also ca] ingston press, The First Hast; xv 
SEEM el, oer wane eg ee a lille under Bena Kena pM I 
nd (a2 : p Sed the ; 
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Belleville are inclined to rise 


leve they frec 7 ings anc 
carry a correspondence with the 6 \ quently hold meetings and 


» are I understand better affected. Huntine 


armora 
armora | believe is not much 
: ee e are Loyal. Madoc is also thinly inhabited 
and generally loyal. The Townships of Tyendinas 


ga and Hungerford may 
be looked upon generally as Loyal although there are some bad ch 


in them. Then again to the Westward in the Fron 


aracters 
t joining Sidney lies the 
Township of Murray which might be looked upon as loyal with the excep- 


tion of the village of Brighton and Presqu’ile, and from there to the Carry ing 
Place distant ten miles where there are violent Reformers if nothing more 
and consequently should be watched as Presquwile is the best harbour on 
Lake Ontario. ..I should therefore beg leave to suggest the propriety of 
stationing a Company in that neighbourhood.” Less than a month later. 
two hundred soldiers under Major Warren were stationed at Presqu’ile. 


CLARK, Major Warren’s estimates of the loyalties of the local townships gen- 
PP stegt erally coincided with those of H. C. McCollum. A Belleville merchant 
rete who had taken refuge in the United States during the rebellion, McCollum 
a - hemselves al bark 
-294 | Wrote that 482 persons had “pledged themse ves upon oath, to embar 
ig their lives, Honour and fortunes in the cause of liberty”. He estimated the 
number of these “pledged Patriots” at 165 in Sidney, 93 in Thurlow, 86 
in Rawdon, 41 in Belleville, and 37 in Tyendinaga, with smaller groups 
in the other townships. All were in possession of arms and would have joined 
I is march to Kingston, if the Toronto attack had been suc- 

Mackenzie on his gston, 

cessful. 


Lieutenant-Colonel Baron de Rottenburg was the provincial govern- 
ment’s chief representative and militia commander in the county. His re- 


F-A-C:- orts from October, 1838, to December, 1839, told the government of 
Ut -Sund i : - Point Anne, secret meetings in Sidney, “Strange 

the landing of arms near eed Veioie, at Baek 
Oct «11,1038 waggon movements, threats of vengeance and retaliation riots at | 
4 page letter ton, and outrages in idney: and Thurlo, the Jatter turning out to be simple, 
La non-political crimes. J %/y 6/837 y 


From November to mid-May the militia forces at Belleville nee pie 
ered near Coleman and West Bridge streets in a building ee : 
£75 a year. Then they and forces at the River Trent anne ae 
ford, and Brighton were “suffered to depart to aa : oa i 
presences was required in the cultivation of oe cree Me ae He 
banding, the officers gave a public banquet at Belleville tor : 


Rottenburg, | 
Provincially, the highlight of this stage of the rebellion was the er 
near Prescott by Von Shoultz, an American filibusterer. As a result 0 


Kingston 


¢ Gazette 


ay 19 
May I" 
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ill, November 12, 1838, Von aba ena 
being defended at the courtmartia by John A. 
awe lawyer. Locally, the highlight was 
ld. then a rising younger lawy : Thi Ih 
Macdonald, f a Belleville newspaper, the Plain Speaker. is paper had 
a eee ese attention because of its exciting, ee eee 
Ww 
WC Sudriefrorials;(and on November 8 Attorney-General oe ee se 
aCe oe d that the post office refuse to circulate it.) In or 
Pe eee f the publisher, Samuel Hart, had also been sent to Lieutenant- 
Sense ioReioee special government agent at Belleville. How- 
?| ever, the arrest had not been made, since Colonel de Rottenburg felt that 
| tis paper “was fast sinking into the insignificance it so justly merits 
and that Hart’s influence in the country Wists “slowly declining : Then 
in the issue announcing the government’s victory at the Windmill, the 
Queen’s Coat of Arms at the head of a proclamation was accidentally re- 
placed by the Coat of Arms of a Lower Canadian rebel. The mistake was 


this Battle of the Windm 
at Kingston, despite his 


attracted 


corrected before many copies were printed, but the next evening just be- 
| fore closing hour, “The super-loyal (among them some of the Militia ) 
attacked the printing-office ... and threw much of the type” into the street. 
| (Two companies of soldiers were stationed close to the printing office and 
OD). Caeaeiene Rottenburg was somewhat embarrassed by the fact that no 
es ly attempt was made to stop the attack. After the vandalism, military guards 
Mol Cit Vere placed on the premises, and the following day the magistrates posted 
BL Militia, is reward of one hundred dollars for the discovery of those persons res- 

j Fee egal le Nev -27 1088) te Majer General Sie Gesrge Arthas 
Tradition has it that the foreman of the paper was also dragged 
i through the slush and mud, but this story was denied by the foreman, 
(Reverend) James Gardiner. The publisher of the paper, Samuel Hart, 


: was not present on the a of the accident, but he was known to have 1950 


Mat 


Later he was sentenced to seven years in King- 


ston Penitentiary for taking part in a rebel raid on a Cobourg bank. ) 


A similar 
chant. On nineteen occasio 


i } eset ae they were “in dread of their lives”. From May, 1839, 
ptem er, 1840 O’Carroll found it impossible to keep his store and 
1S property and was reduced to 
Ul was supected of being an 


of hostilities 
barns of William and 
se at Trent River, and 


a origin” destroyed the 
; | Sheldon Hawley’s hou 


tension remained. Fires of “unknown 
George Portt of Tyendinaga, 
Bernard Smith’s log house at 


Ab 


\« 


oe 


pet © 


Moot, 


Clearin ‘ 
Boast 


HC™-: 
Rebellion 


Lasses. 


Claims. 


 . R. 
DISCHARGE. 


The Bearer hereof_ : 


Sad 


LL Bere Ke Kkewree Linete — 

CAPTAIN WS3LLEsLY RICHE yes 
Independant Company of Militia, is hereby discharged from 
Her Majesty’s Seryice, by authority of His Recelieney the 
Lieutenant Governor, having served from the 'First pty of 
May 1839, to the 30th. Day of April 1840, as a Velanteer 


he. a Ze om x A Zz Z 
; “ae p> Petes Ogee ee Ge <> 
Honourable discharge certificate of GZ x is ‘ eet 
Private George Barlow. Sa pieces 

(donated by, WeM- Barlow 44 ees) 


to Hastings Courty Museum ) Relleville, May Ist. 1940. 
peers in the late fall of 1839. The government offered a reward of 

100 for information leading to the discovery and conviction of the 
persons responsible. 


Arriving in Belleville in 1839, Susanna Moodie noted that “the state 
of society... was everything but friendly or agreeable”. The town was 
divided into “two fierce political factions”, and Mrs. Moodie observed 
that the Tories regarded any person wishing a change as a traitor. Despite id ale 
er intense loyalty for the British Crown and institutions, she was later) clearings, 
sympathetic towards Mackenzie and actively supported the moderate Re-f p- XIX 
form leader, Robert Baldwin, after whom she christened a son born in 1843.) 


This changing attitude was reflected in the government’s decision to 
compensate_those_ citizens who had suffered unfair hardships during the 
éllion. Almost 75 per cent of the 120 claimants received compensation 
in 1846 from a special commission set up in the Victoria District, as Hast- _ 
ings County was then known. Petitioners ranged from the Thurlow resident 
who sought damages of £52 for three days imprisonment in Belleville, 
during which the claimant caught cold and lost his eyesight, to the Sidney 
farmer who spent almost three months in prison at Fort Henry and then was 
discharged without trial: neither petition was granted. Successful applicants 
requested payment for moving provisions from Belleville to Fort Henry, 
serving as special constables, repairing houses used as barracks at Belle- 
ville, supplying horses for Captain Benson’s cavalry, and providing black 
crepe and blank ammunition for Captain McNab’s funeral. John Cuthbert- 
son submitted a bill for 37 breakfasts for the men who landed at his Des- 
eronto wharf in November, 1837, when ice forced the “Kingston” to stop. 
The Portts of Tyendinaga received £420 for losses due to incendiarism. 
The rebellion was followed by a closer look at our system of govern- 
ment. Lord Durham’s celebrated mission to Canada in 1838 would stress 
such matters as the need for greater provincial control over purely Canadian 
matters and the importance of improved municipal government, recom- 


mendations that would influence our local government. — i 
Thus the Rebellion of 1837, comic-opera though it may appear in 


many ways, had a significant impact on Hastings County. 


Chapter 14 
ning of Municipal Government 


Municipal government affects the average citizen me 
more ways than either the provincial or f in rie ks 
; ie 

Now ment, yet it is frequently the least publicized level of 


government. 


Begin 


John George Lambton, first Earl of Durham, arrived in Canada on 

[ May 28, 1838. His mission was to determine what had caused the 1837-38 

Rebellions and to suggest what might be done to prevent further outbreaks, 

| In his historic report (1839) Lord Durham stressed the need for improved 

municipal government, a recommendation with which most people in 

| Hastings County must have agreed, since local government at that time 

| was in a state of some confusion. There was no county government as such, 

| local affairs being handled by the Courts of Quarter Sessions or by ap- 

pointed justices of the peace. Only the police village of Belleville had a 
separate council (1836), and its authority was limited. 


Lord Durham (1792-1840), from a painting by 
Sir Thomas Lawrence. 


The dey 
| first years 9 
local citizen 


f settler: sovernment was a slow process. In the 
ent small local disputes were settled by outstanding 
anking retired army officers who had 


d 
essions consisting of the a ointed 
4 taxing and regulating authority)’ 
MIKEL 
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after 1789. The Court contr 
bridges, the granting of pu 
and in early times the granting of authority to Ee 
it met twice yearly in Adolphustown and inte ye 
trols applied to Hastings County. = 


olled the levying of t 


: axes to build roads : 
blic charity, the lice; munid roads and 


ising of tavern keepers, 
mize marriage. Although 
arly in Kingston, its con. 


On the other hand the counties served 
of land titles, the organization of 
selection of members of parliament. 


re only as areas for the registration 
militia battalions. and frequently the 


This form of local administration was not 
early settlers who had come from the Thirteen Colonies where local 
ment had been largely based on the town meeting The 5 ph ' ‘ Kit 
ston and Adolphustown, the seats of district secre ] -d as hal 
ants of Sidney Township to hold such an enti ecu 5 ios 6) 
as 1790. The minutes of a later meeting held on May 3, 179) ps | 


acceptable to many of th 


t 
I 


the matters discussed. Township officers were selected, including Jol 
W. Meyers as moderator, Caleb Gilber as town clerk. and Wil am Li 1S 
berry as constable, as well as two patl masters to supervist roadwavs an 
two fenceviewers. Also the town clerk was instructed to collect six pence 
for entering each person’s cattle mark so that stolen or straved cattle 
would be more easily recognised. 
WARNER, -- . . 
These early Sidney Township meetings were held three years before 


Bay of tow i ere mac arict other & ae 

a as n meetings were made legal. Indeed, they and other contemporary town 

| Quinte, meetings were held “‘rather in defiance of the authorities al Niagara, whom 

pit the American Revolution had led to distrust democracy”. By July, 1793 

however, the force of public opinion persuaded the provincial assembly to) /7'" 
pass the Municipal Act authorizing the town meeting form of local govern-|_' 
ment. Such annual meetings now could perform legally the functions that || . 
the Sidney town meeting had been performing for three years. Yet, an | CRAIG, 
annual meeting could not assume all functions of municipal government 
and the justices of the peace, either individually or combined in the Court | 
of Quarter Sessions, would remain the real basis of 
the early 1800's 

Ont- Avehiy As the nineteenth century progressed, 

early as March, 1817, 

Township sought district sta 

The proposed district would include the town- 

awdon, Huntingdon, and Hungerford in Hast- 

1 Sophiasburgh in Prince Edward County: 

in Northumberland; as well as the Tyend- 

vote, the Legislative Assembly PAC 

1818, 1823, and 1825 were | /; C. 

prominent citizens as Captain Pam fee 

Campbell, Anglican min- 


local government in 


the demand for better local 
the inhabitants of Hastings 
tus in a petition to 


government increased. As 
County and Ameliasburgh 
the provincial government. 
ships of Sidney, Thurlow, R 
ings County; Ameliasburgh anc 
and Percy, Murray, and Seymour fo 
inaga Mohawk Tract. By an eight to con . 
turned down the request. Similar petitions 1 
also denied despite active promotion by si - 
John Meyers; William Bell: Reverend eee, . of the Marmora Iron 
ister at Belleville: and( Charles Hayes, yproprietor . a 
Works. PpA-C- UC Sandvies : aa Pana, Faves Te 
ten Marmare Wier ™* 
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1831 of Prince Edward County from the Midland 
District and its formation into a separate Prince mie rs ea 
CANNIFF aced local citizens to think that a similar rie pee a 
Pr we County. Prince Edward County had achieved its avine Vv a 
471-80 | cause of its distance from Kingston, the need for a aa ae ouse 
and jail, and a population of about ten thousand. Hastings eae a oe 
er distance from Kingston and possessing a larger population than Prince 
Edward. felt entitled to equal treatment. A correspondent to a Toronto 
newspaper summed up the problem this way: 
“There is no community of interest with the town of Kingston: our 
Magistrates will not attend, nor I believe never have attended the Quarter 
Patriot| Sessions of the District; the rates for some Townships have not been col- 


The separation in 


Jan- 27,”) lected, felons are often allowed to escape rather than incur the trouble 


/836 and expense of prosecuting at Kingston, in consequence of which crime 


has become fearfully great.” Reuben White of Sidney Township also called / 7A’: 


attention to the problem: “Our Sidney people have just returned as Jury- 
men from the Sessions at Adolphustown and all pray for the division of 


“~~ 


> 


Repeatedly in the 1830's local petitions were sent to Toronto requesting 
‘district status for Hastings County. For example, in May 1835, Stephen 


UVymcy 


au |. +4 Benson raised a “Hue & Cry” through Belleville which “created a good deal 
H-Yoser, (of sensation” and led to a petition signed by four hundred citizens being 
Ber Me, sent to Toronto. When this petition was rejected by the Executive Council 
“<"""“\cabinet), Benson wrote to his member of parliament: “We must now only)? A’¢: 
submit with a determination to Buckle on our Armour for another desperate MG.24 
struggle next session.” Letter fromBenson to H- Yager, Be Neville, Anesy, 
ll At the same time as inhabitants of the Belleville area were seeking a aa 
Chr ack pie Megs this eo centre, a rival plan was being put forth 
Gnaelldl eee aes ep ean a well attended meeting at Jacob Ford’s 
inn ee aie ra ae a ant see for its frontage the townships 
a Raa oes So ms y; z ie e. Lrent Port would be the district 
Pe offered to present ‘Fe District Sa ae nee a ee Hig 
was (fee open sai: ‘ Sete npc ee £3,000 stone building for 
bere : 1 that Trent Port be the seat of govern- 
Chiesicle Te] = = 
March 2, | daries should coincide oe ee on 7 ould be set up and that its boun- 
i937’ (woud wp . xisting Hastings County boundaries: Belleville 
To fac Chronicle 
aie aueaeeee ee oe local justices of the peace aGazette. 
George Benjamin as clerk Since the fake ala racine ad Mies 
house and gaol, Parker was als Wear Face ude Haale Yaanben al 


Turnbull, Henry Baldwin, Anthony Marshall 


A competition was held to se 


9 


lect the best plans. 


MG 24 
B35 
R- White 


the district as the travelling was very bad and the fee very poor. Pr Ales” WG 


~ 


quoted ti 
Ki ngs tor 


Chron cle 
Cazette, 


Aug- 10/34 


Sir John A Ma 

’ cdonald (1 - 
Kingston lawyer who repre ee 
ial Bank in legal cases at 


99 DpA-ce) 


Belleville as early as 


The Hastings County Court House 
shortly after its erection, sketched 


by E. Whitefield. [PAC-] 


and the first prize of £20 and contract went to Thomas Rogers of Kingston. 
Robert Matthews and David Duff were to be the builders. 

The coming of rebellion later in 1837 delayed the planning to some 
extent, but on May 30, 1838, the cornerstone was laid with the assistance 
of the Belleville Masonic Lodge. Work proceeded, and early in 1839 ad- 
ditional workmen were employed so that the building might be ready for ee 
the fall courts that year. By the(summer of 1839)the local magistrates F /2; 
were able to report to the provincial government that “a good and sufficient p »- 133- 
Gaol and Court House” had been completed, that one-third of the Midland jee a 
District debt had been paid by the County of Hastings, and that arrangements y, is Fi 
for ordinary expenses had been completed. These terms met the require- District 
ments of the provincial government and accordingly on July 25, 1839, the 
Executive Council approved a proclamation to separate the county from the 
Midland District. The new district was to be the Victoria District, so named 
after the Queen who had come to the throne only two years earlier. 

The Court House (erected at a cost of £10,946) was first used on Oc- 
tober 23, 1839, for the fall assizes. Benjamin Dougall was the first judge 
while J. W. Dunbar Moodie held the office of sheriff, and Edmund Murney 
was clerk of the peace and county crown attorney. Among the promising 
young lawyers to appear before the bench in the Court House's first year 
was John A. Macdonald of Kingston, representing the Commercial Bank. 

Thus by 1841, this county had achieved 
question remained as to how much control the people would hav 


In all likelihood the provincial authorities would act further 
recommendation to develop municipal gov- 


a system of local courts. The 
e in local 


government. 
to implement Lord Durham’s 
ernment. But what form would this action take? 


Toe ae 
Council Minates a 


yrywar Sourece- ere 
Pe dicated. by Beek 
and Page 


Chapter 15 
The Victoria District 


For a brief period in her history, Hastings County bore 


the name of one of England's most revered monarchs - 
1e J ’ 


N Victoria. 


From 1839 to 1849 this county was known as the Victoria District. For 

most of this period municipal government was in the hands of a district 

council made possible by the District Council Act of ISA. Chis act granted 
the people the right to elect members to district councils which had legis- 

lative powers similar to those of present county and township councils com- 

bined. Accordingly the inaugural meeting of the Victoria District Council 

a Febuunre 8. tna represented a further victory for the county’s inhabi- 

ints in their struggle to gain more independence from Kingston magistrates 

ho until this time had dominated the law-making Court of Quarter Sessions. 


The original council minute books of the Victoria District survive and 
hey present _an_ interesting picture of local government in the 1840s. 
the first warden_was William Hutton> the emigrant from Ireland in the 
. 3 30's whose letters to the editors of various papers had stressed the ad- 
347 Vantages of living in the Bay of Quinte region. W. H. Ponton was the dis- 
: ct clerk at a salary of £32 per annum. The council’s business chiefly 
J oncerned roads, bridges, charity, and schools in the nine front townships. 
M +, \for example, the council petitioned the provincial government in 1843 to 
“lic.rebuild the Shannonville Bridge over the Salmon River at a cost of £300, 
this bridge being in a “dilapidated and dangerous state”. The total local Aug‘ +2 
' ax levy for district schools in 1842 was a modest £537 which was matched |Bh-!, p 3 
amma hl Ble mls see ye ee 7 ty 0 
Burdon to have such a ween hil x eh 2 schoolmaster Alexander May 1/4 
ville Collegiats ease Pe 1 1649 on the site of the present Belle- Bh-I, p. 
na Vocational School was turned down. L 
The small « 


is 
hi veyors for the different townshi 


vf councillors received 
: SUrve yars te 
> 


Carné 

1s-6d 

Bl) (Cex 13, 17 Tesigned 
H ($42) Per annum; 
| Bh}, ?.23 Bureau of 


Bk I, p? 


a little 


0 his death in 1861 he was secretary of the ©! ar 
ping to reorganize that department. 


nt isine 
1? served with distince; “prising founder of The Intelligencer who had also 


was to be elected Grand 
America in 1848. Roads and 


’ 
i M controversial and e as warden by George Benjamin, the 
| 
s dealt with by council. In 1848 


rtant Matters 


/| 


VA 


\ GOVERNMENT FOR THE 
RNMENT } OR THE DISTRICT OF VICTORIA 
a bill was passed ; i .. 
es ee ee agreeing to construction of 
vannifton. Like ma istri 
F any district roads 
agreeing to build :; aintai il. 
g e uild and maintain the toll road out of the toll ll 
€ tolis co 


th 4 s ‘s } c 


with various complaj 
, plaints, As a result. ¢ Jif, S 

aittaliicoads 4 cm sult, council in 1849 ordered t} mers 
ciently large eae over each toll gate the rate of tolls in | ae . ae 
} d a Ss ‘ Nae ve Ss Pc Z A- 
he: 8 0 | iat Travellers may observe and see the same” a to Fe ig 

oad owners complained that they would not re 2 in orale Ia 

ZA rec 


fe a plank road from Belleville 
this was a toll road, the owners 
ected from 
council was plagued 


elve enough com- 


pensation in the ten-year 

: ar contract granted Bt 
Peeve ; granted them: , ae K-2 
vincial government to exte the county asked the pro-| p 177 


nd the term to twenty or thirty years 


William Hutton (died 1861), first warden of 
the Victoria District, 1842-46. This picture, 
presented to County Council in 1898 by Colon- 
el W. N. Ponton, hung for many years over 
the warden’s chair in Shire Hall [ Hastings County Museum 


from E-S- Deny es, couaty 
clerk 1961) 
Another important matter dealt with was the problem of registration 
of land titles in the district. From 1833 to 1844 Robert McLean sers ed as : 
it was discovered that deeds brought to him at the hee 


deputy registrar; then 
the official records. Apparently rie 


registry office were not being entered in 
McLean and a fellow deputy registrar, Robert Smith, would stamp the docu- 
ments and return both the original and the copy to the client. This eliminat- 
ed the problem of filing documents, and the registrars are said to have spent 
much time in the local tavern. Since many persons might suffer “great in- 
jury and loss” because they could not legally prove ownership of their land. 
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as needed in 1846 to clear up the problem, 
] ‘ ‘e given until 1851 to have 

ee d stamped by McLean were g 
Feb-12/49_ Persons See a ne the sblen of four thousand deeds and other docu- 
pan 2. (itreenteet ae office. the Victoria District Council found a solu- 


-.] act of parliament W 
a special act of parl 


- 5 ing the registry : minatiests 
Pp 158-4 Lees weit: ae oneal government to pay the costs of registration. 
ion Dy asKills 


21> 


George Benjamin (1799-1864): founder of The 
Intelligencer, 1834; warden of the Victoria 
District, 1846-49; warden of Hastings County, 
- 1851-56 and 1859-61; Grand Master of the 
Orangemen of British North America, 1848; 
and M.L.A. for North Hastings, 1856-61. 
(Painting by M. Sawyer, presented to Hastings 
County Council by Sir John A. Macdonald in 


1872). [Hastings County SM aseum 
- From E-S- Denyes, county 
clerk, 196/ 


; The district council was also concerned about matters outside its own 
a — ae a Irish potato famine and contemporary crop failures in Scot-)®Bk: 7 
| Be 4 ee mn 1847 to organize a subscription for “the relief of (7 |Z 
ook Z, surer a ah ey: es eee lands. Unfortunately pagers Hea 
pp to receive these donations died, and a subsequent 


-}| 2-34 Investigation revealed that ; 

Siva : a sum of money was missj j 
oe 3 ssing. Warden Benja- 

political Opponents tried y 2 S J 


MikeL ( The Victoria Distrj 
t 
. £79 1849 when a new aa 


Chapter 16 


The District Town 


Situated as Belleville is, nearly at the head of the Bay 
of Quinte, the very garden of Canada West, it will. we 
feel satisfied, advance in 


sat wealth and population in rapid 
strides. 


(Kingston Chronicle and Gazette, July 9, 1842) 


Belleville was a confident community in the 1840's. Its new importance 
as the seat of the district courts and the district government fostered an op- 
imism among many of its citizens who spoke of it as a flourishing, rapidly 
advancing village. The court house and gaol dominated the architectural 
landscape and stressed the importance of law and order. Perhaps as a re- 
sult, there was less violence than there had been in the earlier decades and 
during the 1840s there was not one execution at Belleville. Susanna Moodie? Clearinas 
noted that there was so little robbery in this area “that the thought of age 5 - A 
and housebreakers never for a moment disturbs our rest”, and the editor of. 
the British Whig visiting Belleville in 1840 wrote: “The good folks of 
Belleville, now that they get cheap law at home, do not seem so fond of it 
as when they had to travel sixty miles down to Kingston . . . It is creditable 
to the new District, that but few criminals were convicted.” Moreover, re-) 
ports in the Montreal press of a riot in 1846 between three hundred Orange- | ok: 
men and Irish Roman Catholics were branded as false by B. F. Davy, chief ba R 
engineer of the Belleville Fire Department. According to Davy, drink, not cer 
religion, inspired the fracas in Harper’s Bar during the Kingston Fire Com- age 
panies’ visit to Belleville. Order was quickly restored, the Kingston firemen 
were cheered aboard their steamer at the wharf, and a fight three hours 
later in which Edmund Murney received a severe blow had nothing to do 
either with the fire company or religious rivalry. 
Belleville’s prosperity in the 1840's continued to be based mu the jutary: Ca 
runs of timber down the Moira and the expanding saw mills. Associated in- eLy 
MIKEL fees were established, such as George S. Tickell’s furniture factory in 


p-3 1847. About the same time an edge tool factory was begun By aon ae ee 
tor and Ellis Burrell on the Moira River (at the foot of Burrell Street ; : che 
joining W. S. Smith’s Paper Mill) to produce broad and narrow axes.) =) 9¢_ 26 
Hazen chisels and all kinds of tools for carpenters and coopers. 194-6 
penastn The local economy was also based on agriculture. The 1840 harvest 


Chronicle 


ete , ) Was described as “most abundant”, and the farmers’ CS alagen cae 

| reat oi h the merchants talked as if bankruptcy threatened. 
th plenty” although the 

Sept 26 , 1840 ye 


Subsequent wheat harvests in the Moira Watershed suffered severe bosses ites 
from rust. p30 


Victoria The revived annual fairs indicated the agricultural development of 
aire Bet Siew ‘storia District Agricultural Society Exhibition on 
Chronicle } this district, and at the Victoria District Agricu ee neat ed 
Ne vy October 28, 1848, special commendation was given to the women for show- 
NM , * s 
194 
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Moone, _ Local produce was sold on Saturdays, generally con- 


Clearings ie se Jase a of the times, although it was only in 1849 that the 
slaere / 


ilding burned the next year 
P30 first frame market-house was ana ee - Sere ie ai aa 
‘and was replaced by a brick strue Moodie described the early market as Cleaving ‘ 
its demolition in 1965. ae and vegetables; but these articles are | p- 3) 
UW being “tolerably supplie ee ality to those siiner in Kingston and Toron- 
N . both dearer and inferior in que ale competition and Mrs. Moodie noted 
to”. Apparently there was very ‘ltie heir own wa 
thatthe buteher: andsndcer had things their ow y. 
Susanna Moodie was the most inter- 
NOTICE. esting writer of this period. In Life in 
| Wee asec aaa the Clearings she depicts life in Belle- 
Ht Af atte cies vane ihr by ville after her arrival with her husband 
7 | eeucaset noe ee who had been named first district sheriff 
mt | SR ee eet ae in 1839. Her account is as outspoken 
| bfeeblbeet support, and hope by atret alien: on this area as her earlier book, Rough- 
at | —. RUE. ing It In the Bush was on the Lakefield 
a CEABER IG 39 area near Peterborough, where she lived 
Bi) | from 1832 to 1839. She brought the at- 
a! Pf titudes of London drawing room society 
Bc to Upper Canada and used them as the 
| Mi - standards to judge what she found. If 
ir she was prepared to commend the district 
Md citizenry for its law-abiding nature, she 
| was equally prepared to condemn the 
1 massive, tasteless style of the court house, 
! to berate religious bigots, and to criticize 
the town’s appearance in the early 
~ 1840's: 

| . x : 

. HOT-AIR COOK STOVES, ae ae a great beauty of the uae 
| a Sutras | leokaach aag 
lk Bains deena» Shag: | ONE Place. The main street of the (Clearing 

I Seis teas: 52 town (Front Street, as it is called) was \ P- 24 
a only ae paved with rough slabs of 
‘| APOTHECARIES’ Hatt, eee nd these were put so care 
F ) ee THE MaMhorayT oy A y down that their uneven edges, and 
bi | : SeiLevae eeowte, € difference in their height and size \ f- 30 
mh | Directly oppésite the Post Office, and was painful to the pedestrian, and de- 

Hi | one Worr telow Willard’s Hote. struction to his shoes, leading you to 

" FH A LARGE and general as. ene that the paving committee had 

i” Petey, Bint eee GS, ee, |g - TPOsed of shoemakers.” 

1F ee Tillis; be just receives aa Similarly she described the buildings: Sake 

tablishmentin the Provines @Y other es- ‘The few Clearing 


streets it then possessed were 
a Belleville, July 24, 1844,. chief] . 


iG 
| yY composed of frame houses, put up PA 
| x = eee In the most unartistic and irregu 


lar fa- 


THE DISTRICT TOWN 


shion, their gable ends or fronts 
or convenience of the owner. 


Susanna Moodie wrote in this c 
ments she noted by 1850 would appea 
used a similar technique: a correspor 
in 1834 there was not a foot of sid 


er. A good-humoured merchant 


Mixa the roads of the 1840’s when he adver- 
Mosaic tised: “The mudhole in front of our 
of store is not without a bottom. Drive up, 
Belleville gentlemen, the town is good for damag- 
lie es if you lose your team.” 


Nothing impressed the visitors to 
Belleville as much as these sidewalks and 
the taverns — the sidewalks because of 
their improved quality and the hotels 
because of their questionable standards. 
Certainly there were some better than 
average hotels such as Munro’s Mansion 
House at the Four Corners, which adver- 
tised itself as “the largest, most comfort- 
able, and most conveniently, and pleas- 
antly situated Hotel in Belleville”. How- 
ever, a noted visitor in the person of Sir 
James Alexander could thus describe 

£-GUILLEZ Chis brief stay in 1848: 


peinincer hs ““_. put up at the George Inn, where 
o Taverns » tor one night they charged the same as 
vel- 3, for a whole day, that is, one dollar each. 
P 108 Our sleeping accommodation was not 
worth this, for we were put into a room 
six feet square, the bed occupying about 
four, and there was no chair to put ones 

clothes on.” 
Visitors to Belleville at this time were 
more favourably impressed by the splen- 
did churches which stood atop Taylor’s 
ay Hill on Church Street, flanking the Court 
ch de House. In 1840 the editor of the British 


V in 
inaston 
Chromiele, 


Whig commented that these buildings 
“thave a magnificent appearance and give 
Belleville the air of being a much larger 


Sept 2C town than it really is.” 
rN gro 


‘s turned to the street 
without the least regar 


ritical manner 

Yr even more striking. Other observers gucted nm 
= $$$ : ; 

ident to (The Intelligencer) noted that '\'"9574* 


ewalk in the tow 

ee I side own an 
hour’s rain “all was mud and mire”: in 1842 good sidewalks 
ple to travel on foot from the wharf to the mills 
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> as it suited the whim 
d to taste or neatness.”” 


so that the improve- 


Ch on cle 
that after an aye 
enabled peo-July 1/47 
even in the worst of weath- 


questioned the degree of improvement in 


BAY OF QUINTY. 


Seta 


STEAM PAGKET 


PRINCE SOWARD. 
CAPTAIN BONTER, 


WILL UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE PLY ON THE 


BAY OF QUINTY, ON THE FOLLOWING DAYS : 
Upwards from Kingston at six o’clock P. M. on 
SUNDAY, TUESDAY, & THURSDAY 

Downwards from the Head of the Bay, at 5 
o’clock, P. M. on 
MONDAY, WEDNESDAY, & FRIDAY, 
And willtouch for freight and passengers at ; 
all intermediate Ports. o- 3 \ | 
The proprietor having a Warehouse at his Lt 
command at belleville, will store all goods free 
of Warehouse charges that are shipped by the 


rince Edward. 
(r Clergymen of all denominations will 


as usual, have their passages free. 


According to this advertisement for the 
“Prince Edward’’, clergymen enjoyed spe- 
cial privileges in the 1800's. 


Br cuains Pr. 


OPPOSITE THE STORE OF 
G. HENDERSON, 


FRONT STREET, BELLE VILLE. 


HE Subscribers in returning, thanks to their 
ih customers for past patgonage, would inform 
them, and the Public generally, that they will keep 

CONSTANTLY ON HAND 
4 ity of Chairs, of alllcinds and de- 
A tied which they will sel as Low asany other 
Establishment in the District, for 
CASH OR COUNTRY PRODUCE. 
T. & J. LINGHAM. 
34 


Belleville. March 17, 1847. 


[PAC- Victeria Chronicle 


June (?) 1948, P 4 
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Among other evidence 
the establishment of the Be 


Se 


Victor « Glee 
Taner 127 [@F5 


HISTORIC HASTINGS 


{ Belleville’s advancement in the 1840” 
lleville Juvenile Total Abstinence = S Was 


the 


Avenue in 1843 of the community’s first major bank 
ank, 


ne _ opening on Victoria 
p- 2" — theBank of Montrea managed by George Benjamin; the arrival from E 
- n 7 
perfumer, ornamental hair aa 


land in 1845 of W. Tossell, hair dresser, 


facturer and wig-maker who o 


erat “hair i ; 
ed a “hair cutting saloon’’; and the dedj- 


UV Vi tovi 
ae icldvi& 
Tone ~— : ; 
n Chie -ation of the Odd Fellows Hall in April 184 District residents must h 
; 9 /4- : e ave ae 
Apr: 8, been losing their “homespun look” 1450 
since in 1846 th 00k”, » Moire 
WELLINGTON HOUSE, there were four hatters. | 22 
_ wenty- By Hea 
| EAR Yh FR nee : ity te tailors, and twenty-two fs BB 
ies shoemakers. The shoemakers prosp 
—— 5 _ er- 
e ; 5 
: BY VANDERVOORT. d despite American competition. In 
romerty mpl ny Wtard. | 1839 the shoemakers of Bellevill 
f . lad iene . evil 
fr ¥ IY bepiteereatn tated coe ane of both employers and one €, K ng Sta 
' their past patronage, and would inti fi saa! le h d So J pone Cl i 
' | pata removed to the Werithorhe gene OS a Buy Canadian” ca i Chronic 
which he as thoroughily repaired, where f : m- (sa 
a ¢ most happy to wait upon a eee pation: At 2 well-attend d i 1 Lo anen 
fi with a call y € meetin 
hee a oe Dafoe’s Tavern, they complai Pop] Juneds 
\ j } Teis connected wi . = 2 m aine fs j 
| commodious. Yards aud Stabling in towns to thi the immense quantity of “ I ial 1334 
| } : nvile the particulur atenlign SEEMPMERE work” impo t d y = slop Oh sale : 
( | Se aving teams. rte or sm l : 
' | A Carriage fr h Yellin A e u 
a} | ago be in stendance atthe bsua'to take peaseye province fr neue tne 
Wg | gers both ways free of ch ats to take passen- om the United Stat 
ec |” Belleville, Mayi8i8, called upon their fell C csi 
Hh y See” ellow Canadi 
nh, tr lan 
1 M. os ae to refuse to mend any of 
Te ese cheap good s 
Bey | ods. This a 
| . : eal = 
mi Ic | STRAYED, peated orl several hen with 
0c =F ™ YR . 
ere ED) oan some effect. | 
ey es 3 last, @ large GREY MARE ie aie 
a ’ ‘ bie old. ph al about eleven, ae : F ighlight of the i 
Sls old. Whoever Will return aid mare signifi he period was the 
ae is recovery, will be betes ay will ; cant flood in Ma h 
: the j may be easily know omely rewarded. This fl re 2 1844. , 
€ Jaw, which slightly a ne by two lumps under ood follo d : j 
Y acca her breathing. terminated b wed a severe winter \/¥!6 
[ Sept. 16th, ‘aa No. 19, Ist Conanaente was ac . y a Vey sudden thaw that Clearing 
i 10-4) compani : ari ng. 
4 “del panied by high winds and 
Hi} P-A-C ing resulted wi ood} 723-4 
} wit 
| Victoria Front Street fies losses to several 
ie ants 
' ’ Chron le . 
l =e Altho : 
Ht | * June (2) 1840’ ugh Belleville grew during th 
Ht §  }94g 1 0’s and extended its bound ea. (MinéL 
| | pra) 849 to includ ndaries in{ 5 
Hy ie assistance, o e the marshes i P 
y szsatance,on the of th arshes in front 
mi | Soper € town, the populati 
Mi i Member Royal Coliege Seren’, LISTER pattern is somewh Ruri Browth 
i Belleville, January inh spent HE» Tendon 1840 Su at uncertain. In 
ne h, 1846, sanna Moodie i 
| 26 population to be ab estimated _thec|eari ngs 
: Th a out 4 
; fs . Ee ESE advertiseme years later Th : and two f 24 
: ggest the nts from + fi e Intelli e 
i ?} cluded j Sreat variet he 1840’, gure at 1.70 ncer set the < 
Lister war on ea! sees matters in ment rolls ; 0. In(1844) the eee 4 
his ho noted ¢ Ph Jam S set th ~ Chronidé 
ae the scene doctor, and 926, made y rd official total at 1,- Gazette, 
theatrica| sa early and 824, aie 88 men, 514 women Apr: 74 / 
nces. ren under 16 
years of 


age, isi 
A visitor to Belleville in 1846, 


N 
e 
€ 


THE MOODIES (CIRCA 
1860) 


Belleville’s noted writer 
Susanna _ (Strickland) 
Moodie (centre); her hus- 
band Hastings County 
Sheriff J. W. Dunbar 
Moodie; and a niece, 
Miss Russell, in front of 
Moodie cottage, 114 W. 
Bridge street. 


Ii Hastings County Museu } 


Lieutenant-Colonel Bonnycastle of Kingston, set the population a 4,000, a jn /9+6 
very generous optimistic figure that the district town would not reach in p -224 


actual fact for several more years. 


Thus the 1840’s witnessed the rapid expansion that would continue 
into the 1850’s when Victoria District would become Hastings County and 
Belleville would become the county town. 


nape sas en RR are 


ici / 196] 
The new County Administration Building was officially opened on January 18, 


she j —- 
E Courtesy st L utelligencer Se phote by 7 re cm a 


Ken. 


Chapter 17 


Partisan Politics 


“Mr. Murney was addressing the one eSNG die te The 
Ross was at the same time addressing the re her. 

shouts and noise prevented either of = wy “ soon 
being distinctly heard, and the whole scene beggars de- 


scription.” Ps | 
(Account of political rally in the Victoria Chronicle, Jan, 3, 1844) 


Many citizens took their polities very seriously in the 1840's; and 
Belleville, as the district town, was the centre of political activity and in- 
trigue. ; J i 

After Upper and Lower Canada united in 1841 to form the Province 
of Canada, Hastings County was entitled to send one member to the Legis- 
lative Assembly. The elections invariably were miniature wars between the 
Reform supporters of Robert Baldwin of Toronto and the Tories led by 
(Sir) Allan MeNab of Hamilton. In the early 1840's the chief issue was 
the Reformers’ belief in “responsible government”, a political system in 
which provincial matters were to be controlled by the Legislative Assembly 
on behalf of the people; and the Executive Council (cabinet) was composed 
of ministers having the support of a majority in the assembly. 

The 1841 election in H 


astings County was an outstanding example of 
partisan polities. 


The Reform candidate was Robert Baldwin himself, re- 
cently appointed provincial solicitor-general; and his Tory opponent was 
Edmund Murney of Belleville. a member of the Legislative Assembly of 
Upper Canada from 1836 to 1840. The campaign was fierce and exhaust- 

ef ing. \ceording to Susanna Moodie, Baldwin's supporters “almost killed him 

3) with kindness. Every house provided a feast in honour of their distinguished 
guest, and he was obligated to eat at all.” When he arrived at the Moodies 


to spend a quiet evening, he asked for no food, saying, “I am sick of the 
_sight of food”. 3 


The election w 

led the government 

must have been dis 
when the election w 


as scheduled for February, but charges of interference 
to interrupt the voting and call a new election; Murney } !"E- 


ppointed, since he was leading by 482 to 433 votes ¢ p’"7 
as called off, 4 


lection writ Was 
opened at Belleville and the 
had to declare 
the poll closed 
sult was 


\ second e ; 
issued, and then a third. Finally the polls 
hiya centres early in April. Each elector , 
tery, Since there was no secret ballot. When )!\ i457" 
rane after several days of voting, the re- | Chrene* 
* ae 
: obj aldwin, the count being 627 to 591. Murney { <Gezetl 
¥ objected to the decisj : : Apr. 7 
Kingston rear 
Mar By, 


“intimidation, perjury 
* Tavern on May 


adding that Baldw 


ty”. At a meeting 
gs Tories supported Mur- 
disqualified because he had 


ney s objections, 


b> Ge tte 


Tune 7, |A4! 


Robert Baldwin (1804-58) 


(P-A-C-) 
Edmund Murney (d. 1861) /, 
(Belden'; A+las) Nings 
oa } . é = Chroni 
been elected earlier for a York riding. The Conservatives charged that 704 Ga:o4- 
illegal votes had been cast, this accounting for Baldwin’s victory. J ve aie 


Nevertheless, Robert Baldwin took his seat in the Legislative Assembly 
and served briefly in the Executive Council before taking his place on the 
opposition benches. Then in September, 1842, he and Louis Lafontaine 
formed a ministry, and Baldwin found it necessary to seek re-election in 
October, since the law stated that an assemblyman appointed to the Execu- 
tive Council must seek approval from his constituents. Again he was op- 
posed by Edmund Murney, and again Baldwin was victorious by a narrow 

Ot. 12 /\margin: 49 votes. The election was marred by “some serious riots”, and 
yf the Kingston Chronicle and Gazette suggested that yet another election might 


| be called. 


Kiugston 

Because Murney had dared to oppose a minister of the Crown in the | Chronicle 

election, Governor-General Sir Charles Bagot dismissed him from his posi-, Gare 

ele ae ery 

tion as clerk of the peace for the Victoria District. Murney reacted bitterly, /Y°""'~“ 

Kingston protesting that the election had been a farce, since Baldwin’s agents ap- 

Chyoniele_) parently had told the local citizens that the government would dismiss any 

E istr. iliti ‘er, or ficial who voted for Murney. This 

a Cnzette,) magistrate, militia officer. or other official who voted for ! ; 

——————— > ; ° ° ee . é us 7. ws t 

threat, coupled with actual violence, had resulted in Baldwin’s victory. In 


7-16 a Brae eae 
ey 43) protest against the government's decision. Murney also resigned his rank 


in the Hastings militia. Ee aie 

Murney did not remain out of politics for long. In the Ut ( Chr ‘de 
November, 1843, Baldwin chose to run for offigein Toronto, an Aurney nhlthe 
won the Hastings seat by defeating “high Tory” /Jos ph. anniff and mod- and 
erate Conservative” Benjamin Dougall. [xcept for on¢ brief interruption, Nev- %4= 
Murney held this seat in the Legislative Assembly until 1856. 


Ve termer 


— 


AT LAST 


= 
HARRISON @ THOMSON, 
OULD inform their friends and the pub- 
lic generally, that they have formed a 
Copartnership for the purpose of carrying on 


‘ HATTIN G BUSINESS 
Tn all its branches ; and have opened Shop in 
the building recently occupied by 

Wn. FirzGispon, EsQ., AS A Law OFFIce, 
one door below Armstrong & Kirkland’s Store, 
directly opposite Mr. Jamcs Harrison’s Book 
Store, and but a short distance from Mr. 
Willard’s well known TAVERN STAND, at the 
sign of the 

ClOVCTKS2 DSH ade 
Where you will allways find Harrison or 
THomson ready, (not to counsel you as o 
points of Law,) but to do you justice by offer- 
ing you a more Tasty, and we hesitate not to 
say, a better Article of 
HAT 

than was ever before Manufactured in this 
Town. And of any Variety you may wish.' 
The same article will be sold as cheap for 
Cash as at any other establishment in the Pro- 
vince, 

Now we say toall whoare in favour of sup- 
porting HOME INDUSTRY, and wish the prosper- 
ity of our pleasant and enterprising Village, to 
give us a call instead of going to Kingston, 
Montreal, or even across to 

YANKEE TOWN, 
u or we don’t mean to be beat even by the Yan- 
ees. 
We have been among them some time and learn 
ed something of the mannerof doing business: 
Weexpect to do it up full as well as they ifnot 
leetle better. And all the money we get we 
expect to lay outhere, except so much as ig ne. 
cessary to purchase Stock, 
ur terms are cash or its Equivalent, 
HON HARRISON. 

Belleville, March Ist, ee 

N.B. Cash paid for ull kinds of furs, 


ATORY AND RADICAL. 


An unusual feature of early politica] 
life was the “bipartisan” rally. Support- 
ers of all political parties would meet 
together and ostensibly try to reach a 
mutual decision on an important issue. 
In fact, each group was trying to impress 
the voters by appearing stronger in num- 
bers and arguments than the rival party. 
Such a meeting was held late in Decem- 
ber, 1843, at the court house in Belle- 
ville. The issue was “responsible gov 
ernment”: whether Governor - Genera 
Sir Charles Metcalfe had acted proper] 
in rejecting the advice of his Refor 
ministers.’ About sixteen hundred _per- 
sons attended the meeting, so that it had 
to move from the court room to the lawn 
in front of the court house. The first 
division came over the selection of chair- 
man. William Robertson and Adam 
Henry Meyers of the Trent (Trenton) 
moved that William Ketcheson be chair- 
man, while Joseph Canniff and John Ross 
put forth the name of William Hutton, 
the county warden. A division was call-| 124 
ed for, and although the Victoria Chron- 
icle reporter felt that there was a ma- 
jority of several hundred in Hutton’s 
favour, Sheriff Moodie “thought the par- 
ties so nearly balanced, that he could not 
decide in favour of either”. The Re- 
formers proposed a count, but Edmund 
Murney objected, saying that it would 
take too long to count all those present. 

After a long debate, the gathering divid- 


i According to one observer: 
i! 
: 


i Ps ene a ape prevailed during the progress of the meeting. 
ley ‘Was addressing the one meeting, while Mr. Ross was at the 
a) | same time addressing the other The sh 
Hl | fe ole Fee ' © shouts and noise prevented either of 
| ce 8 Gistinctly heard, and the whole scene beggars de- 
q Following the meeting, t 
: Governor-General, Each add 
disagreeing as to the exact 


wo Separate addresses were forwarded to the 
Se professed loyalty to the Crown, though 
relationship between Crown and Legislative 


PARTISAN POLITICS 


Page 99 
ssembly. : ? 
Asse ably The problem was solved in 1850 with the achievem f 
sponsible government” in Canada. aE ee Se 


The meeting held at the co 
of the last of the “bipartisan” 
became better defined and the 
ings. 


urt house in 1843 appears to have been one 
type in this area. Henceforth politic 


al parties 
re was less to b 


e gained from these joint meet- 


The newspapers of the early 1840’s 
ture of society. The Intelligencer (established 1834) was the Conservative 
paper, while the Victoria Chronicle (established 1841) presented the Re- 


form case. On October 31, 1844, the Victoria Chronicle stated the philo- 
sophy of contemporary newspaper editors: 


reflected the partisan political na- 


“We should be glad to preserve a friendly feeling towards our op- 
ponents, as well as towards our friends, when this can be done without a 
sacrifice of our principles or our rights, but we are not to be coaxed or 
driven from what we conceive to be right. With all our respect for particu- 
lar individuals, in private life, when they come out in a public character — 
become public men — accept situations where the interests of the whole com- 
munity are affected by their conduct and their acts, we like to see the con- 
duct of such individuals closely looked after, and if the cause be given, re- 
marked upon.” 


The editor then proceeded sarcastically to attack the supposed inno- 
cence of the Conservatives: 


“What the Tories say or do is all right, of course; they are such fine, 
open, above-board sort of people — and are so utterly shocked at the idea of 
espionage, intrigue, secret societies, and all that sort of thing, that they 
never do wrong.” 


Some of the enthusiasm may have gone out of politics at the provincial 
and national levels; however, recent examples indicate that Canadians still 
enjoy a good political fight. 


1961, showing the original section 


snagethe 
phite by Koy Fe 


The old court house (1839-1961) as it appeared i 


(right) and the 1910 wing (left). [Intelli encer 
pnts 


(Book ane y oss es pereren 
ae + nates of Ha sti nos 


Ceanty Councan 
Chapter 18 
y Government since 1850 


The citizens of Hastings County have been well served 
si by their elected representatives. 


Count 


ae - Council was to deal with many important matters in 
Hee ee st eee came under the council’s close scrutiny 
a at a ae when there was little provincial support for schools 
a Egerton Ryerson had not yet proposed the basis for the present educa. 
tional structure. In the 1860s the council exercised control over the schoo! 
inspectors, teachers, and grants. Hastings County Council supported early 
attempts at railroading building, for example, the Grand Trunk Railway. 
It pressed for the development of the Trent and Murray Canals and exer. 
cised controls over the early toll roads, finally purchasing these roads before 
1860 to improve the county road system. In the 1880’s it supported the be. 
ginnings of ihe county’s first hospital so that local residents might have 
better medical care, a concern which the present council shares. 


ae a Many changes ha ve occurred since the beginning of county government. 
fem From a figure of £1,500 in 1850, the county budget has increased 425 
Car} {times to over $1,787,000 in 1966. Membership in the council has increased 
Bateman with the addition of northern municipalities. At the same time, Belleville 
and Trenton have become separated municipalities. As more and more 
people have gained the right to vote for its members, council has become 


more democratic. As of 1876, wardens have been selected by secret ballot 
rather than by open voting, 


Hastings Coy 
nt 
adopted 1850. y Seal, 


Camel Cler hi P. 
; Cler apers 
jh Hosting Connty /tuseum } 


Edward Fj 
; dlar, fj t 
Ostings County, racorden of 


(Picture in Count 
Building 


COUNTY GOVERNMENT SINCE 1850 


The first session of ines 2 naa 
1850. Its members Nese aah oo 
William Sills and William A. Sh 
Gilbert of Sidney, Alexander Me 
aga, George Benjamin of Hunge 


l Was he | | ~ 
. C on Janu ary ’ 8 
ol a S: = S ens e ex ag 


or ‘low i 
aoe : Gideon Turner and Caleb 
1 and Wellington Frizzell of Tyendin- 


; rford. Anthony Denik 7 i 

\ e of H 2 I 

ward Fidlar of Rawdon, aughlin Hughes of Marmora. aha ae C. - 
| R. Ketch- 


ae ay After a bitter battle over whether Bel 
entitled the vi age to a deputy reeve. council finally elected as its firs 
warden Edward Fidlar, reeve of Rawdon, by a m nel 
Benjamin. . In other business the first ; 
ee pee G. Reynolds as county treasurer, and deliberated whether a 

w county grammar school was to be erected. finally defeating/a proposed 
grant of £50 to the school. =f eee oe 


leville’s population 


Also in 1850, council’s concern with tr 

led to a decision that council members residing more than twelve miles 

Book 2, from Belleville should be allowed one day’s salary in coming and goine: 

page 24 7this was soon changed to a travelling allowance of six pence a mile. The 

followin year )council declared that Dundas Street west of Belleville was 

Botk 2, ecidedly the worst road in the county and that something should be done. 

2.373 perhaps by making it a toll road. A grant of £50 was made toward building 
the upper bridge over the Moira River in Belleville. 


ansportation and poor roads 


Provision for the registration of deeds caused concern in the 1850’s, as 
the amount of land taken up by settlers increased rapidly. Registry office 
facilities were rented in a nearby building and the annual rent tripled In 
the years from 1851 to 1853. The existing court house and gaol lacked 

., accommodation for the registry office, and accordingly it was decided in the 

Bock -2, early 1850’s to erect a separate building due east of the court house. Ten- 
tp. pee: ders were called twice, and finally a building to house both registry office 
644-5 and the county clerk was erected in 1854 at a cost of £500. To this building 
Boek in 855) was added a second storey council chamber. The building was 
ae fs known as Shire Hall, a shire being an old English word for county. Here 
(ec county councils were to meet for 106 years. Farther improvements to 
county property came about in 1855 when £75was Ae aps 
the court house with gas. Heating of the court house and gaol was ae om- 

Eee plished by nine box stoves which were replaced by a hot air system in 


Aina getss 
Coed 14/741 874. 


Extensive improveme 
Biune 12/79) several Ese ee TBOS, at over $10,000. As a result the jail was 


ae See er 
ae Fate Be setice aate adaptability. In(1872) stone fences were 


nts to the county buildings have taken place at 


unds was done by 


eed Work on te gr 1. The following’ year) plans 
; y 


350 ; ffice were discus 
(Nov-14/75)£OF a new registry 0 


i county museum. 
fice that was used for almost ninety years and is now the y 


set aside for lighting ~ 


he insistence_of.the prison inspectors, a new_ 


firsbin the province : ae 
a a rt house grounds from hogs and cattle; trees v eee 
erected to protect the cou 5 coners, who were obliged ¢f)- js) 
prisoners, ( 


. ajority of three over George 1e 
session decided on a county seal) ap- 4 


ea ¢ q i | 


—_ od 

Boo k 3, 

P- 380 
ete - 


Bork 4, 


ide the gao 
| to weardballs and chains when ot sed a this led to a new registry Of 4,|¢ 4 


Pp- 126, 
P 144, 
146, 

19g 


. i j i the registry office after 1872. 
ti County Registry Office. The section at left served as : a | 
ae inline nce Frodtee the county museum. (Sketch by M. L. Toms). (Property of Gerale/ ye 


Bock -6, P-425 (an 28/43) 
1870's, this one cost less 


Typical of the Ontario registry offices built i 
\L— than $5,000; later additions were made in 3 and the late 1940’s. The. 2 
‘| — present gaoler’s stone house was erected in/1883, In(190D telephones were ce 
0,08 placed in four county offices. In 1910 a nort ern wing was added to the( uns 
court house, and this increased accommodation was adequate until the late !!)/ 4 


“aiken 1950'siwhen ines decided to erect the present county building. Erected 


Oe Ly at a cost of $770,000, this building is a worthy descendant of the noble 
C02” court house which served so well from 1839 to 196]. 


Over the years many loyal and devoted elected and appointed officials 
have served the county. These included such men as Billa Flint, George Ben- 
jamin and A. F. Wood, three of the most significant wardens of the mid- 
nineteenth century. Yet even these men had their difficulties while in of - 
fice. Consider George Benjamin who served as warden of both the Victoria 2 
District and Hastings County. On January/28, 1861 


00 ral 
e was elected as* 5- ¢7 
( warden by acclamation. Almost immediately 


? 


74.’ Lently because of el 
‘Benjamin’s hold on 


arger population than Madoc. Ap- 
became warden. Despite an at- 


* Appleby remained warden j arden and have Benjamin reinstated, 
: in 1861, tard . 4 
Wood waited until 1864 to Serve as oe i, Petals pecuedasd 2 F 


Relations w; : 
ere ee We etl and Trenton very often have been quite good 
© €O-operate on several current matters. Nevertheless. 


ee 


Mayls4) : al <Wood 
Boek 2, County councillorsWood and Appleby 
p- q56 petition to the 2 3 meee 


sibilities in Belleville’s affairs. 
largely to finance local public 
receive a considerable 


) government. Finally. 
tions, county council agreed on June 86 
separation meant the loss of count 


from the county reached a deadlock 
pt at arbitration was thwarted when 
took the lead in opposing Belleville’s 
after two years of negotia- 
18603 to the separation. This 
y council’s direct jurisdiction and respon- 
No longer would county council be required 
improvements; no longer would the county 


rf 


share of its revenue from the citizens of Belleville. 


In 1866 a similar problem developed after the incorporation of Tren-> 


ton as a village. Because of the new municipality’s indebtedness, 


was almost sent to the provincial government requesting that the incorpora- 


tion be annulled. Fortunately, 


wiser heads prevailed, the motion was lost, | 


and Trenton remained incorporated. Relations between the county and 


village soon improved. 


Throughout the last half 
of the nineteenth century, 
transportation remained ihe 
chief concern of the county 
fathers. Toll roads were a- 
mong the obstacles hindering 
transportation and council of- 
fered a reward of £100 in 

856)for apprehension of the 
persons destroying _ partially 
completed toll gates on several 
Bock |, new toll roads. Then avote by 
P7235 county ratepayers about 1857 
Tor s ing instructed the council to pur- 
Best, chase all privately-owned grav- 
ikea) aie 1 toll roads in the county and 
alse -2-8 ce J 
“gas to declare them to be free. On 
_CNovember 30, 1859> county 


Sua council agreed to the request 
by a vote of nine to seven. 

About fifty miles of company 

toll roads were purchased for 

$77,800. Now Hastings Came 

2 ty had a free system of roads, 
ei stdin (1863) the toll houses 
(Pec-16,. were so y auction. About 
1862 ) the same time council sought 


the advice of a contractor from 


Kk 


BEL DEVILLE & FRANKFORD ROAD 
RATE OF TOLLS. 


Fer every Vehicle loaded or otherwise, drawn by 
ino horses or other beasis, - - - > - 


‘For each additional horse or other beast, = - — Ed. 
For every Vehicle drawn by one horse or other beast, Id.) 


For every Horse with er without rider, -  - Id. 
For every head of Neat Cattle, - - - > A 
FOR EVERY SCORE OR LESS OF SHEEP OR SWINE - 1D, 


1HS6 


TOLLS TO BE PAID AT BACH TIME OF PASSING. 


Toll poster on the Belleville 
and Frankford Road, 1856. 


(County Clerk's Tapers ih Hasti ng 3 
Comnty Museum ) 
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ates for the construction of iron bridges. Apparent 
aoeh de a favourable impression on the councillors, 
1 agreed to finance a £1,500 iron bridge ove; 
Belleville. This apparently was the first iron 


ive esti 
Scotland to give estimal 
the distinguished visitor mat 
since in 1858 county councl 
the Moira at Bridge Street in 
idge 1 ty. 
bridge in the county | | 
‘| was concerned about bridges elsewhere in the county. At 
: on collapse of the drawbridge in 1863 necessitated further ex. 
renton 


oo, MT te eee and county council three years later had to set aside 
(Jan yfe5) $1,600 0 install a swinging section on this bridge, which pened a cover- 
ni} ae aie: until the present century. F urther ces cat the Tr = :, aS at E i 4 
| ; Frankford, provision was made for the lighting of t eovered bridge aeideo In E 293 
14:2) 1874. The same year.council expressed its concern over fast driving and (0: 7 
_Smioking on theCeovered bridgés at Frankford and Stirling, and in(1878) | 
a reward of two dollars was offered for information leading to the convic- B. Kg 
, tion of any person driving too fast on the county bridges. “Too fast” ee, = 
defined by a later by-law a ster than a walkY. By 1889 iron bridges’ *’" "1/7 
had been built at Stirling, Foxboro, Frankford and Shannonville; and one 
"ot steel was being erected over the Crowe River at Marmora in that year. 
Bi) | uy-36/4) The county road system in 1889 included 365 miles of gravel roads and 224. 
i : pridges; about $25,000 a year was spent on the system in 1889. To-day _ 
it (1967) there are about 240 miles of roads and 85 bridges maintained by )+r: £ 
‘ the county, a decrease since the 1890's because many roads and bridges (s". ee 
of only local importance have been turned over to the townships. However, | 70" 


pt 

s] | e ee 

| the calibre of roads has Improved immensely and costs now average) {4/: 
$1,000,000 a year. 


To further improve transportation, county council took the lead in 
encouraging railroads, Repeatedly the county approved by-laws agreeing 
7 to take out large amounts of stock 
Ai) ‘> 4,4 and the Grand Junction. In 
WH Qe. 59) Stock in the Grand Junction Rail 
i Gee Oe and Toronto. Later, council backed schemes to build railroads 
oak -3, UC ato exploit the iron m; ae 


ih} k 3 

ioe) mines, and to Georgian Bay. In(.866)m peti- 514 

“I Be cate es sovernment requested that 200,000 acres of crown A 4/ ‘ 
| a slven to a railroad Proposing to link Belleville with Georgian . 
i} Uy over this linet yan hoped that 


roducts of China and Japan. Book 2 P41 


or the building of the (Murray and 

850’s to report on the 
eefer’s findin at on acount 
navigable for vessels drawing 
ened local enthusiasm. Keefer’s 
©m was more encouraging, and 
ederal government. 


—) 


Bock L) 
A es 
ee to 


es.) 


 Frence 


Boer 4, 


P- al . . . C - 7 il xe ] a | =) 
CJan- 25/92) Personal heroism has not gone unnoticed, since in 1896 council singled , 


me ee 
[-ps- 1875, (Volt, p-357) Wardens to be selected ey 


Marinas, Saiity Cour 1901. “Photo by eh loh” shoving, warden J. W, Pace. 
usSeéum onated oy County Clerk ee ee ga + ge j : 
As the century progressed, the county’s role in education lessened. 
The provincial department of education exercised more control; however, 
the county still played a significant role. Its representations to the province 
were generally sound, although it did come out strongly in(1866)in op- 
position to compulsory education. Bork 3, P-506, (Feb- 4700) 


County Council has always been a very humane body. “Premiums” 
of £5 were granted to mothers for triplicate births in the 1850’s. Ind8&7P 
to aid the sufferers of the Great Chicago Fire $500 was granted. The dis- 
astrous fire at St. John, New Brunswick, resulted in a $1000 grant in(1877, 


n" ra he ~OCuaTy 


and members also sent their pay for the July council session. Following both ‘g,.. 4 


the Fenian Raids of the late 1860’s and the Northwest Rebellion of 1885, 7 


the local militia was entertained and given special allowances in addition 


to regular government pay. In 1884 the newly formed Historical Society 
of Belleville and Hastings County was given permission to use Shire Hall 
for its twice Sn (B72) have and several churches (including St. Andrew's 


<a ik. oi. . . mY 3 
Presbyterian in (1872) have used this accommodation briefly. 


Rapids. A suitable medal was presented to him. 


‘ces were ti > a smallpox epidemic. } 

In 1884-85 the council’s resources were taxed by a small pc e} demic. )B ook 
and Elzevir townships, the epidemic » ; 9 95 
including one to the stage coach | Jan- 


Striking especially hard at Hungerford 
resulted in several unusual age a 

iged to stop 
alten ate Be the Anti As a result of Sober ce ae 
penses, the county refused the Belleville Women's rode ! ae ie 
request for $1,500 to aid in providing a Hospita an ae a. 
Friendless at Belleville. However, council did a ese tutte 
year, thus beginning the county's tie with the ett e a eee 2a 
is the cooperation between county and city more ev eh t 7 cont sae 
multi-million dollar hospital project and in the building ot the 1 


building at a cost of almost 
closer ties between Belleville, 


$800,000. These projects point the way to 


siieeed 


Trenton and the county of Hastings. 


ir 
it 


i 


/ 
iS ook 


4) 


is stage line for a time, apparently to | fe 


‘ganna Moodie. 
(their rags we 


Chapter 19 


The Prosperous Fifties 


“It is a stirring and amusing scene to watch age toc 
Canadian lumberers, with their long poles armed at . 
end with sharp spikes, leaping from log to log, an 
freeing a passage for the crowded timbers. | 
(Susanna Moodie = Sy nab on By ba about 1850) 
Cheeni nats 
The 1850's was a period of continuing prosperity for Hastings County, 
\criculture and lumbering flourished, the Grand Trunk Railroad and 
the free road system encouraged the spread of settlement, and the county s 
population almost doubled for the second consecutive decade. The addition 
of twelve new tow nships in 1858 focused attention on the north as did the 
provincial government’s Hastings Colonization Road scheme to attract 


} 
ertie rs. 


Statist 


ics indicate that this was one of the most important periods of 
unty expansion. 


(1850) 1860 
I ‘opu lation 12,100 ) 25,300 45,000 
Cultivated lands (acres) 38,500 | 129,800 | 165,900 
| ae 
Houses 650 | 1,700 | 6,600 
Grist Mills | Fe 19 24 
Saw Mills 28 iC 54 | 
LS 
Merchant Shops | 29 38 
Horses 1.800 _ | 4.300 
ee ee 
1,300 | 3,700 | 
Cows lie 
ee ee 3,700 9,000 — 12,500 
Total \ 


alue of all Property £141,200 


£240,500 | £1,400,000 _ 
} 


This ex 
1850's, but 
ritish Isles 


ansio ‘ : : 

ae bene shear upaning Prosperity was not confined to the 

led to increased :...... “°™ Severe economic distress in the 

these poor i station to this area, According to Sus- 
S fitted in very well to local society and 

Y neat and respectable dress. 

found emplo 


Pecially those 


a in several occupations. Many of 
r 


om Ireland, were employed as house- 


see= County of Hastings Directory, 1860-6 


‘mills were built at the same time, althou ae 


ae ~\ . 
steam mills replaced water 
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hold servants. Mrs. Moodj 

S. Ss. le profess © 

Tefal triton’ professed to find the 
ustworthy” as the Protestants, thou 
and destroy more than the Protestants bec 
of their character’. | 


Catholic Lrish domestics ) / eae 


gh the former did break rP Ye 
; os 6s ae 
ause of “the reckless carelessness 

— 


‘ 


h y he) f sts Ss usti l€ De 
and business S of t 1 CC ul t . Tl 5 a g 5 | as 5 ; . 


schools and businesses were built YA number of new grist-mills-sprane—p ae 
on the Moira when the export of wheat ; ter 1849) Newcwoollen 
‘xport of wheat increased after 1849) Newcwoollen>- 


Kevort, 


AD 


eh there wer er many of tl 

g “re were never many of these. | 

By 1856 there were almost 60 water mills on the Moira (about 35 being : 
sawmills ) and several other mills on the Trent and Salmon. Thereafter 


repli mills especially in the southern part of the 
county, making it possible for some industries to locate away from the 
principal waterways. 


As industry tended to move from the rivers and settlement moved 
into more remote areas, there was a great need for improved roads. By) Meire 
1850 the Belleville to Cannifton Road had been planked, and in 1851 7 Reger? 
the Sidney, Rawdon and Victoria Road Company completed the exten-| P 2 
sion of that toll road from Cannifton to Stirling. Plank roads were not / 
common, however, and this period witnessed the building of several gravel | 
roads. The system of free roads established by 1860 by county council was 
a further boon to those persons employed in activities where cheap land 


transportation was vital. 


BRIDGEWATER STORE ! 


WHOLESALE « RETAIL. 


A General Assortment of 


DRY GOODS: 


GROCERIES, 


CROCKERY, GLASSWARE 


IRON, STEEL, NAILS, 
SHELF AND HEAVY HARDWARE, 
GLASS, PAINTS, OILS, SALT, SRINDSTONES, 
POTASH KETTLES! 
COOLERS, PLOWS, STOVES, 


SOLE AND UPPER LEATHER, 


BOOTS AND SIIOES, &e., «ce. 
SS ee 


i Flint (1805-94), successful mer- 
adh Wheat, Bye, Oats, Pe sie ratndet of Bridgewater (Ac- 


Potash, Wheat, Rye, Oats, Peas, cnolite); M.L.A., 1847-51 and 1854- 


PORK, &e., &e., &e Council member for 


Ff ABA 57; Legislative 
LIGA: SEEN — Trent District, 1863; called Se eatty 
ee 1867. (Painting by W. re 
? dian Senate, ‘gee 2 
(Directory of the County of Hastings, Sawyer). Presented F< ours oa) Ped 
val be Fees 
1860-61. ) Mees by County Clevk's 


196) 


SS 
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. *; witnessed a looking northward we f ae and 
c J] “5 * 
The pegs of the best lands along the a ay : ae 
businessmen. shea townships had good unsettled an * : e Canadian 
papa uraged this belief in the mid-fifties wit e e ra eel 
government a ca Road north from Madoc Towns up. Lum ering 
the Hastings Co oe ive timber stands to replace the rapidly dwindling 

eae eee ensi : . . 
| interests sought ie front: tounelipes eaccuniauel Billa Flint established 
supplies along the lite) in Elzevir Township and Flinton in neighbouring 
Bridgewater (Actino i oe fo tnillilectuecmlny le suet eaahe village 
Lennox and seam Madoe, was created, and in 1858 the northern 
pee nee Sten ins (Comadlien government added twelve 
jOxpausiOn Wea : ; aday, Wollaston, 

\townships to the county: namely, McClure, Herschel, Far Ms 


AIMEL 
pl iWicklow, Monteagle, Dungannon, Limerick, Bangor, Conlon, ee ae M: 

) (Cashel. New settlement came slowly to parts of this territory, eever| Pie 
i cise certain parts of Hungerford, Ty endinaga and Beanie toyn: Se: 
! ips, Neca lumbering and the Hastings Colonization Road scheme | P73, 

did attract settlers to the area north of Highway Number Seven. 7 
. Greater significance also was being attached to the mining eee ee 
of the central parts of the county. Specimens of ore and iron from the Wine 
Marmora and Madoc mines were sent to England for display in the 1851 Co. a 
industrial Exhibition in London’s Crystal Palace. Hailed as the first great +), ceton 
world’s fair, this spectacular event focused attention on the mining  pro- he b-t| 
spects, since its judges apparently found the local iron to be of “superior = 
quality”. All that was needed was adequate transportation and blast fur. AT 
naces at Belleville to turn the mines to a profit. To bring these riches to 
the Bay, there was talk of a Belleville to Marmora Railroad, a scheme 
that was encouraged in 1856 by the successful completion of the Grand 
AN lrunk Railroad between Montreal and Toronto. 
__ Far more important than mining was agriculture. A rising demand for Moire. 
| y Canadian Wheat and other products followed the rimean Wa ae Rept 
AD vee i lessened Britain’s agricultural production. This ae 
Hi: | cots The El ae se a the “most eee agricultural Sige ee 
M 1S ae - ““iprocity Treaty negotiated with the United States in 
| | ° provided a gsrowine market. Wheat, potash. oxen and other agri- 
cultural products Poured south from H (C Mp 
amounts, alth ha s astings ounty in ever oe eg 5 
1} ~? 4though the port of Belleville could not match Toronto’s record 
of having doubled her exports f i 
or free trade agreement ee d Ge 1854 to 1856 That this reciprocity 
that exports now exceeded ae Ue ace Wr: = ae ae 
Council took “aj legitimate mean Pte Vee ae ae ae , 
i the treaty in 1866, © 10. prevent “Amenisanneancellationso 
ft The d 
| ) bite Canis eae county agriculture in the 1850’s was also helped 
een held in | Tea socket 


y and its branches. Although a fair had 
e SPonsoring Mid] 
nd despite s 


and Agricultural Society 
everal attempts at resurrection, 
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Ceflectior ) 


SOUTH HAwTINGS 


AGRICULTURAL FAIR. 
Thursday 6th Oct., 1859. 


LIST OF JUDGES. 


LASS A.—Cattle—consisting of Dur- 

hams, Devons, Herefords, and Ayrshires. 
Messrs Jacob Jones, Solomon Vermilyea, and 
John Ross. 

Crass B.— Grade Cattle.—Messrs William | 
Haight, Henry Vandewaters, and Owen 
Weese. 

Crass C.—Horses.— William Dafoe, Samuel 
Stevens, and Jolin Canniff, of Stallions, Gar- | 
Wage, Draught. Saddle, and Single Carriage | 
Ylorses. And Messrs George Taylor, Henry 
Vermilyea, and Thomas Canniff, of the re- 
maining kinds of horses in this class. 

Crasszs D. & G.—Sheep—Leicesters, and | 
Common Sheep.--Messrs Edward Snell, Ben- 
jamin Ross, and Francis Clements. 

Crasses E. & F.—Sheep—South Downs, 
and Sazons & Morincs.—Messrs Nathapiel 
Lucas, Gursham Reed, and Robert Read. 

Crass H.—Swine.—Jacob Dunyes, Ed- 
ward Britton, and Benjamin Gilbert. ; 

Crass I.—Seeds.—Phillip F. Canniff, Daniel 
Vanderwaters, and Peter R. Daily. 

Crass J.—Farming Implements.—Alexan- 
der Mclaren, William Woods, and James | 
Sagar. 

Crass K.—Domestic Manufactures.—Elias 
Vandewaters, John P. Morden, Charles L. 
Herchmer. : 

Crass L.—Leather.—George Fanning, Paul 
Becket, and John Diamond. 

Crass M.—Dairy Produce.—James Can- 
niff, Dr. Wm. Hope, and Smith Bartlett. . 

Crass N.—Roots.—Zenas F. Lloyd, Elijah 
O. Ketcheson, and Daniel Canniff, | +A, 

Crass O.—Fruit.—Joseph Canniff, Elijab 
Ketcheson, and Samuel D. Farley. 

Discretionary. -—— Alexander Thompson, 
Philip Roblin, and Stephen M. Washburn. ‘ 

Comuirter.—Messrs Billa Flint, James -- 
Frley, Philip F. Oanniff, Philip R. Palmer, 


aml Alexander Se th iiecincs 
i of the V1 ’ 
Published by a re RLEY, Sect: 


Belleville, September Srd, 1859.. 831, 


ce 
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; JAMES BOOTH, 
MERCHANT TARLOR, 
AND GENERAL CLOTHIER 
FRONT-ST., BELLEVILLE 


bier Taitor Trimmings, deny &ee 


Superior Ready-Mare Clothing, 


ae 
JOHN LEWIS, 9" 


1RUN 
MONGLR 


E. CHANDLER, 


FRONT STREET BELLEVILI 


vacc phe 
‘DRUCCISTE | 


| 
| 
/ 


DEALER IN 
Drugs, Chemicals, Perfumery, 
Patent Medic S Is, Pa Varnish 
English, Fre GAF 
SEBDS; an wit 


Company, 


y) “DEALERS IN. ss: 
06s cuewse> 
PAINTS, OILS, 
DYE STUFFS & 
~_troat st 
ont St 


BELLEVILLE.C.W. 
STestiseca 189 > 


CHAS. | TIERNE X; 
TOBACCONIST ! 


Front Street, - 


A FOLL ASSORTMENT OF 


CIGARS, TOBACCO, 


SNUFF, 
Tobacconists’ Goods, 


rr Intending 
aid examine my 


Kept constantly hand 
purchasers are invited to eail 

k 1 get 1 bet 1 1 
' tlsew! 


Directory of the County of Hastings, 
1860-61. 


Valuable Property 


FOR SALE. 


 subscrit-er being desirous of remov- 
oes his Mills ip Thurlow, of Ms 
sale his present residence in rear of the es 
lish Church, Comprising a cammodions a 
comfortable Dwelling, with Coach Honse Ne 
Stable, and a Large Garden, stocked PLE 
choice Fruit Trees, in-fu!l bearing; and that 
Stone Building on Front Street. now erie 
pied by Mr. P. Hambly, as a Satoon anc 
Bakery ; and also, that building adjoining the 
American House,with stables aud out houses 
Wert A} For partienlars 

erms eas + For p: : 
ee y HENRY CORBY. 
Belleville, Ang. 29th, 1869, 32 


AGRICULTURAL NOTICE 
HE Annual Mecting of the Parent*Agri- 
fi cultural Society for North Hastings, will 
be helt at the Town Hall, Huntingdon, on 
TUESDAY, 18th JANUARY, at 12 o'clock, 
noon, for the purpose of electing Officers for 

the-year 1859.. 
ELIJAH KETCHESON, 
Secretary. 

Huntingdon, van, 8th, 1859. 21 
— le SSS 


[ Newrpe ers ix H-C-y- 
Co Nechens 3} 


! ( it was only about 1841 that a district agricultural society was revived 
| “, successfully. By the early 1850’s, this society and its branches were making 

‘a real contribution to local agriculture. Writing in(18520 William Hutto 
7 ©nof Belleville noted that they enabled the farmers to obtain new seeds, new 
, methods, and “labour-saving machines of the best description” from dis- 
Slt “fant areas, created a beneficial rivalry and competition among the farmers, 
il - 4, -fand assisted them to buy clover seed at a cheaper rate. Moreover, the 
i 2 4,96, farmer was encouraged by means of a type of early co-operative to devote 
. 1, more time to “the domestic manufactures of butter, cheese, woollen cloths, 
Bat Cand .» Satinettes, blankets, counterpanes, shawls, socks, and even carpets — being 
avi calty,ssured that he will be remunerated for such extra attention, not merely 


| eee by the money premiums given, but by the very notoriety which the associ- 
| ; | 4, N,7ation of numbers does not fail to secure”. 


J 


j — 
| [$52 


shee? similarly the localin 
‘2! >” prove the breed of hor 
: MT subscribing to various agricu 
b | \ to keep abreast of th 


r fruits and vegetables. By 
, the societies helped the farmers 


dney, Thurlow, Tyendinaga, Rawdon and Hunt- 
the agricultural 


| 

|! | | and there were also 215 members ; h inci 

eee ers in the county society. Annual provincial 
how € county society for priz 


es at fairs, j i 
other purposes totalled £250, ~ “278, Importation of seed, and 


Agricul 
1 | sticulture was undergoin 
j | and 1850’s. Durh m and Devon cattle were 
and 


Americans at pr 
good horses was 


ices ranging from £15 
“one of the most 
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profitable of the farmer’s pursuits” 


swarmed into the Bay of Quinte re 


G50 


in the early 1850’s 
early 1850's. American drovers? —— 


gion, and ther =—ae LMoaltr 
the county would be “denuded of cattle” ee that (=~, 
) Kepert, 


BELLEVILLE MARKETS 


Oats, per 24 lbs 
Peas, per 60 lbs 
Corn, per bushel 3 
Buck Wheat, per bushel 1 

Flour, (Whole.) per bbl 25 
Flour, per 100 lbs 12 
The Expositor, Belleville, December 11, 1857 


Pork, per ewt 25. 6 


d. 
Wheat, per 60 lbs 0 | Potash, per ewt 
Rye, per 59 lbs 0 | Hay, per ton 40 0 
Barley, per 48 lbs 0 | Potatoes, per bushel. 3 D 
3 
0 


Beef, per cwt <6 


Mutton, per lb Oo” 3 


Eggs, per oz. 0 9 


Butter, per lb 0 10. 


Oye leGan| sna |e 


Attempts to modernize agriculture by using a wheat drilling machine ° 
at planting time were rejected by district farmers, who abandoned these 
new machines after brief use and went back to the old broadcast method 
of sowing. Ploughs were more appreciated, and the improved Scotch (the | 
mould for which was made by Peter Spence of this county) was a favourite \ SEE 
along with the Prescott plough. (Huttoy 
According to William Hutton, local agriculture was held back by some 
unprogressive farmers who failed to appreciate the value of manure, who | 
neglected to cultivate the flax (and linen) industry, and who failed to see| 
the great potential of the sugar beet industry. | | | 
Wheat growing was in serious difficulty. In 1850 the weevil arrived) 
and worked its way across the county. This maggot attacked late sown| 
wheat in low, damp locations. The wheat crop was also affected by the} 
winter of 1851, there being several days W 
degrees below zero and there was no snow to protect t eerie eal 
prices also had a dampening effect on wheat production. ie re age Rae | 
m 1851 was 3 s. 4 d. per bushel, whereas minimum proc aes G08 | 
totalled 3 s. 6 d. per bushel. Low yields of less than ten a - - = 
1851 complicated the picture. Similarly the crop of es oe ier ea )950 
average in 1851, also because of the very cold ag acon > ee eRe pale 
weather conditions and the introduction of Red ife”, a Tus a Report , 
; ‘, Peterborough County in the 1840's, aided ocal] p45 
ee ne Bee pshdactica sncreased. Agriculture remained the 
agriculture, and over 


hen the temperature stood 16 
he wheat. Low lista | 
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for a majority of county residents. Moreover the 


basic means of support anditextileantiietries were depen- 


agricultural implement, carriage factory, 


1 agriculture. 
dent ae nae remained the most important manufacture of the county. 
et lun 


ber was exported from the 
x]. 15,000,000 feet of sawed lum 

= oe che the American market. This gave employment to many hun- 
Eo ie labourers and brought in over £29,000. In addition a large amount 


yas © bec. 
of square timber was rafted to Que ; 
eons from the county of Hastings to the United States in 185] 


suggest the importance of the timber industry. 


Articles Quantity #. os. d 

Butter lhe tice 

Oats 13,863 bushels 829) 7 0 

Flour 2,589 barrels Zins Nhe) = (0) 

Rye 4,804 bushels A992 5° 

, Peas 11,727 bushels 20 One TOR tG 
/ Salted Fish 7 barrels otal GS pee 0 
i Wool 125723 Abs: OSOr A= 9 
ni Potatoes | 118 bushels Deo a0 
| Barrel Hoops 44,500 259 05-50 
Shingles 167,000 OS iia 452 230 
Spokes | 11,480 22s POs 3B 

1 | Laths 679,000 DA Dae 10 
Sawed Lumber 14,573,535 feet POI: Sie 
Cedars 286 cords 103 10 O 

Saw Logs 2,800 HOO; c0.2 20 

mes 2 bushels Zoi sli) 2-2) 

otash 68 barrels ATO= 10220 


fap “Tt is a prett 
ey = arihss ‘ter er extendin 
quarter of a mile, gliding down g perhaps for a 


. P-20 the bay in tow of a steamer, decorated with 


of the lonely woods.” 
iat s “handsome in person 
| re 

timber moving on the Moira ety rane tto log and kept the 


| | Hastings ( Upto 175 000 sa 


Directory 1850's to feed the gia 
1664-65 / was t 


Moodie, 
Clear ngs 


ed | 


pHem J 
ELntelli gens’ 


‘Jan - 
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jqencer, 
a5, 
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Moira’s mouth. It employed about 90 men 01 


This mill was capable of producing 
every 24 hours, enough to load es 
mill, owned by D. D. Bogart on th 
stands, employed up to 60 men w 
lumber a day. Additional mills , 
Trenton, Shannonville, and other 


FRESH GROCERIES ! 


Pe Subscriber begs leave to announce 
that he has opened a 


anv 


JHOLS yONnol) 


in the building formerly ocenpied by Dr. 
Coleman as a Drug Store, 


FRONT STREET, BELLEVILLE, 
where hie will keep constantly on hand the 
choicest assortment of 


Teas, Coffee, Sugars, 
LIQUORS, TOBACCO, RAISINS, 


Currants, Rice, Soap, Candles, &c., 


Together with all articles required for 
FAMILY USE, and which having been 


Bought for Cash, 
will be SOLD AS CHEAP as at any 
other house in Town. 


fa Gniband examine before purchasing 


bh . 
eeseners ROBERT GORDON. 
Belleville, Nov. 13th, 1860. 43 
eM begets Sete) 


cial assistance for having contracted 


ion” ‘s being in contact wi , 
Peron an ihe bill he jail. D. S. Vandervoort and eight 


ulations imposed by the Town Coun- 
Sabbath Day from administering to 


ployed to dig a well on the hill near t 


other innkeepers complained that reg 
cil prevented “an Innkeeper on the 
the requirement of their guests - 


Council spent much of its 
Numerous complaints were rece 
Turnbull and twenty-thre 
drain be deepened and its W 
Murney’s petition called for 
‘“preserve the Hea 


from 75,000 to 100.00 
schooner each day, A 
e island where Queen 
ith a production of 


vere located at Meyers’ Dam. 
centres. 


time dea 
‘ved about public drainage, 
hree other inhabitants 
:dth enlarged at lea 
a main sewer Or 
Ith of the Town and the com 
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1 a weekly payroll of $5007) TRE 


O feet of lumber / = 


\ 


second steam saw 
Victoria Park now) ——~ 
about 50,000 feet of | 


Cannifton, 


Belleville’s growth in the 
1850's kept pace with that of the 
county. The population expanded 
from 4,000 to about 7,000 over the 
decade. In 1850 Belleville was in: 
corporated as a town and the first 
election saw a council of twelve 
selected, three from each of four 
wards. Benjamin F. Davy 
chosen mayor, while Dr. Rufus Hol- 
den 


was 
became reeve. A prominent’ 
physician, Dr. Holden also operated 
an early drug store. 


~ 


The first town council found ‘\ 
itself faced with many problems. It 
was charged with responsibility for 
roads, sidewalks, sanitation, public 
charity, and fire protection, and 
many petitions were received deal- 
ing with these and other matters. As Belle 
chairman of the Board of Trustees! etjtrons 
of the County Grammar School, J. 
Dunbar Moodie successfully sought, 
a grant of £35 to complete the build: 
ing and to enclose the grounds. | 
Richard Sullivan asked for finan-| 
a “sickness resembling Consump- 
th very cold water while em- 


ling with drainage and roads. 
and John 
asked that the Bridge Street 
st three times. Edmund | 
drain on Front Street to 
fort and convenience of the 
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people”. Plank sidewalks were 
sought by many town residents who 
complained that these sidewalks 
were “frequently promised” but 
failed to materialize. Moreover the 
stone pavement on the east side of 
Front Street was in a state of dis- 
repair, and petitioners sought a Hastings 
plank sidewalk there. Petitioners | Ceiw! y 
competed with each other to de- Mase. 


42 


G. H. HAYMES’, 


scribe the most unfavourable as-/ low, of 
pects of local roads. While the| Belle.\\i 
Trent Road was in “a most unfor-| Pets \o, 
tunate state” or “almost impass- 184-4 5| 
ible”, the streets near the Methodist 

S | Episcopal Church were said to be 

= lying under a “quantity of Stagnant 

= | Water”, Coleman Street was said 

| to be “wholly impossible for foot 

5 passengers”, and residents in the 

fe Wharf Street area found it “im- 

= possible” in the spring and fall of 

of the year to get to their homes. 

: pe 

E Among its first acts, town YRC! . 

3 council arranged for the building $ vol-7’ 

& of a beacon on a shoal in the har-{ | 


bour to warn ships of the shoals and B50 
the narrowness of the channel, Also” oe Fe 
in 1850, a town hall and market 7, 1 
was built on the Market Square: Counc’! 
Fire protection was drastically im- 

/) proved, two excellent fire engines 

5|being obtained, whereas ten years 

earlier there had been one and it 

“was not in a state to work”. Im- 

proved fire protection had been nec- { MossiE, 

essary because of the large number/ Clearing’ 

of wooden buildings, the negligence} P -// 

of some servants in disposing of 

ashes, and the thin pine shingles 

that served to spread a fire once it 

had begun. Regulations called for 

church bells to ring for fifteen min- 

utes in the event of a fire, and every 

Person from fifteen to sixty years 

of age was required to assist if call- 
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Lower Front Street, 
showing the lumber m 
island (site of Queen 
Park) at the mouth of the 
Moira. This view in the 1870's 
was taken from the city hall 
clock tower. In 1855 the Com- 
mercial House operated by Pat- 
rick O’Neil, offered “British and 
Foreign Fancy and Staple Dry 
Goods’’. Its policy was to “sell 
for cash only, to ask but one 
Price, and to mark the selling 
price in PLAIN FIGURES UPON 
EVERY ARTICLE so that the 
simplest child can purchase on 
the same terms, and with as 
much security as any other 
customer, no matter what his 
judgement or experience. 
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Belleville, 
ill on the 
Victoria 
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Hastings County Grammar 
School at Belleville, circa 1860, 
on the site of the present Belle- 
ville Collegiate Institute ane 
Vocational School, principa 
Alexander Burdon (centre) an 
assistant William Tilley (left). 


not to be carried through the 
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ildi f two as . 
TR” |flowed 1 8 eae eens ld order inhabitants to have 


-es. lighted coals were 
BD Hast; ed upon. To prevent fires, lig 
. aST Ings 


1 re 
streets “‘unless in a cove 


imney-viewer cou Z any of 40 men 
ee ae a aan age an HN se Pe id was kept 
Ve I2)-2 dirty chimneys Cleaned. : - the Victoria Engine re 1854 ane 
P was established to. ae Se. and J. Brown ee 
in a special eee “Hellewillé Gas Works, an nett aiedeadveuuised 
helped to aah “The Gas Works under D. Me 
: S. 
placed the oil lamp 


i r sale. 
wrought iron pipes for s ie 
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1 i ds east of the river, much of 
pee) ee haga ee who hoped to sell 
= . . - ° 
?.24 land for mill sites and industries at high ees me oe is ee 
| western growth, and new businesses such as on i pet Sai 
blished on Front Street. Founded about 1856 y a a e a 
for some years was the only bona fide importer i ie fan iS me 

J jn between Kingston and Cobourg. Similarly almost all of the 

tae 


Clearing’ the western land appare 


List : t bank of the river 
Listed in. oy inns, taverns and saloons were located on the eas 

Guillet, }~ : 

ae (in 1857. 

Fons i Taverns j vel 3 The 1850’s witnessed a major 


expansion of educational facilities. 
In 1857 the Belleville Seminary 
(later renamed Albert College) was 
s opened on College Street. The school 
was operated by the Episcopal Meth- 
odist Church and could accommod- 
ate 400 students in classes, a quarter 
of whom could also obtain room 
and board at the college. Candid- 
ates seeking admission were to be 
" able to read and write and have 
_some knowledge of grammar, arithmetic, and geography. Rev G. Shephard 
was moral governor of the co-educational school in 1860, Rev. A. Carma 
was principal, and four other instructors completed the staff. Also in 


—_ 


Roman Catholic separate schools on John Street, one for boys under 
Michael O’Dempsey and one for girls under the Sisters of Loretto. City 
residents had a choice of three weekly newspapers by 1860 — The Intelli- 
gencer, The Hastings Chronicle, and The Independent. 


Because of its central location, 6,000 i 
and commerce, and the growing importance 
Belleville envisaged a future with Belleville 


Lee (it became clear that Queen Victoria was 
Potition capital, j 


answer 4 


nhabitants, expanding industry 
e of the county, the citizens of 
as the capital of Canada. When 


te. The petition did follow th 
Seen. at petition did not follow the 
ee Doe toute for addresses to the Queen, however, and it appears that 
<4 \ eville's application was therefore rejected. Had the application been 


Beld en's 
Atlas 
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County were more concern 


Chapter 20 


The Coming of Railroad 


A 
: 


isplayed in any public undertaking whatever” 
(Kingston Chronicle and Gazette ; 
Meeting” at Belleville, 1845) 


SAW 


describing the “Great Railroad 


October 27, 1856 istori 
» WaS % storic day for ni 
ee 6 ’ ‘ - Ss an historic day for nineteenth century Hast- 
g y- On that day a distinguished group of local disnitar; 
WI lictieds of duc g group of loca dignitaries sup- 
Sian a s of district onlookers, many of them wondering child- 
- , witnessed the arrival of the first railroad train at Belleville. The Iron 
a ae was to be known affectionately, ushered in a new era for 
astings County — an era of rapid transportation. Montreal and Toronto 
were now only hours away. 


Although there had been talk of constructing a railroad from Co- 
bourg to Peterborough as early as 1831, Canada’s first operational rail- 
road had been the Champlain and St. Lawrence Railway. A portage line. 
it linked the Montreal area with St. John’s on the Richelieu River, a 
distance of less than fifteen miles. Following its historic first trip on July 
21, 1836, interest grew in railroading and the railroad dreamers began 
to envisage a system of railroads to_link the chief Canadian towns and 
villages. In December, 1836, Lhe Intelligencer came out strongly in favour 
of a railroad from Belleville to Madoc and Marmora. The cost was esti- 
mated at £28,000, but as the editor pointed out, the “extensive Iron Mines 
in the rear part of the County of Hastings would become a mine of wealth 
to Belleville.” Unfortunately, the cost estimates steadily increased as ex- 


‘perienced surveyors studied the proposed routes. R. L. Innes set the cost 
Piof this 46 mile line at £225,000 in 1859. Such a sum was not available 


and this, coupled with friction between groups campaigning for rival routes, 
prevented the successful inauguration of the “Moira Valley Route” before 


Confederation. Moreover, many businessmen along the Front of Hastings 
ed with the east-west route than they were with 
secondary or branch line to be 


the northern one, feeling the latter to be a 
rth shore of Lake Ontario had 


undertaken after the centres along the no 
been united by rail. 
inection with a proposed 


As early as 1845, meetings were held in cor opose 
ee meeting for this rail- 


Toronto to Kingston Railroad. A general committ ey 
road was held on October 23, 1845 in the county court room _ Be cane 
described by the Kingston press aie pena 
line”. Delegates from Kingston came by boat, being met i ; ae cake 
of interested persons from Belleville and points west. _ Hh uo 
Kingston was chosen chairman of the general pee oO atk oe 
Island, Kingston and Toronto Railroad Company and a sub-committee was 


as “the most central 
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istrl c iC ‘take surveys, 
formed in each of the districts to keep up publicity, under eys, 


and raise money. . | 

Further encouragement was to be found in the dente of fae 
County residents to a second meeting held at noon on a same a % 
this “CREAT RAILROAD MEETING” chaired by Edmund Murney M.L.A., 


jamin as secretary, Ir i in support of the railroad 
with George Benjamin as secretary, resolutions in supp 


—) were moved by Francis McAnnany, Dr. Hope, Dr. Lister, Henry Corby and 


several other prominent citizens, some of whom also spoke of a branch line 
to Marmora where convict labour might be used to work the mines and 
the iron might then be taken to Belleville to be manufactured. These re- 
solutions passed with “great enthusiasm”, whereupon the members of the 
ceneral committee adjourned to Harper’s Hotel and after a capital dinner, 
exerted themselves with spirit and success in making time fly until the 
arrival of the boat.” Concluded the Kingston paper: 


“Let every one think of the Railroad, speak of the Railroad, and all 
who can write of the Railroad. Agitate! Agitate! Agitate!” 


Gradually the concept of a Kingston to Toronto Railroad expanded 
to encompass a Prescott to Toronto Railroad, which scheme Hastings - 
County Council in 1851 stood prepared to support by subscribing £35,000 | 
in stock. Out of these railroad schemes grew the idea of the Grand Trunk 
Railway. Chartered in 1852, and largely financed by British capital, this 
line was ready between Toronto and Montreal in time for the inaugural 
run on October 27, 1856. The advertisements proclaimed that the trains 
ran on Montreal time which was 

a? EE fourteen and one-half minutes fast- 

Sa ae ET eae er than Belleville time, a problem 
EXCURSIONISTS READ!! | solved only in 1881 when Seat 
THE GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY ford Fleming’s idea of standard 
wu issue RETURN TICKETS to] time zones was accepted at an 


PORTLAND on and after tl i ; 
instant, to all those desirous of steht international conference. 


Great Eastern Steamship, 


These early trains only distan- 
which is expected to arrive about the 22nd 2 a i 
ane racane os tly resembled the modern trains. 


EX’ REMELY LOW rate of $9.00, The coaches were open platformed — 


Bosh 


Pp =] ] ‘ 


Notes 
and Goon to RETURN FOR TWO WEEKS and hand-braked. A stove at each | pe 
alter the arrival of the * Great ” : a Trew 
This will give those dusitaiis ofatanheris eneol the coach provided warmth, My y 
White Monntains, the Sea side and Portland and kerosene wall lamps provided [Mi chawd 
° ° 7 ’ é 3 2 ae Mi chawel, 
Ppor oh ¥ which may never again offer.| some light. “The toilet facilities | 1965 
©, HW. LAY. Agent were primitive but considered ad- | 
Belleville, 13th Sept., 1859. 84 


equate for the period.” Neverthe-— 
ao the first trains attracted much 
Aika oronto were organized f Osh- 
ad: g rom Os 

a, Belleville and other centres. The maximum speed of 35 miles an 
> but rapid by comparison to stage 
2 miles a day was a good rate of speed. 


== 
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Trunk Railway and played an 
ae ee During the years of 
ying ntracting centre, and in 1855 
cial divisional point, a small switching yard 


the town was named an offi 


Grand Trunk Railway station at 
Belleville, erected 1856. 


L Picture purchased from 
Amtman of Montreal by 
Hastings County Maseam, 
1162 J 


In the early 1900’s this Grand 
Trunk Railway switching engine 
served the Quinte district, 


; j 
] / 


LCOYU rt esy UW mn 


being laid out. One of the Grand Trunk’s first three locomotive shops was 
located at Belleville, under the management of Samuel Phipps. By 1864, 
) about one hundred persons were employed at the shops and yards and the 
(station was described as “one of the most profitable on the line”. Moreover, / 


because the early trains did not run on Sundays, the train leaving Toronto 


Saturday evening stopped at Belleville. The Grand Trunk operations at 


Belleville continued to expand, and this centre and Brockville remained 
the divisional points on the 335 miles of main line from Montreal Pi 
Toronto. Later, employment would pass the 1,000 mark and Belleville 
would become the headquarters of the Canadian National heey Name 
District, though many railroaders still speak affectionately of the railroad 


as the Grand Trunk. 


, or land otherwise unfit for settlement, 


ye Weert hy The Hastings "Road : 
‘ AF 1925. 


lank Qurveyert); 


Annval Repert 


Chapter 21 
The Hastings Road 


| long, long trail of 
“The Hastings Road . . . is one i 
Ben farms, adversity, blasted hopes, broken hearts 


mbition.” 
and exhausted a (C. Fo Alysworths 1908) 


One of the most fascinating and tragic stories in the history of our 
county is that of the Hastings Road. 


This road. which commenced at the northern end of Madoc Township 
and extended some seventy-five miles in a north-westerly direction, was 
an attempt to fill up the central part of the county with settlers. It was 
one of several colonization roads established by the Canadian government 
just over a century ago. 


Up to about the year 1850, Madoc and Marmora townships were on 
ihe fringe of settlement. The country lying to the north was a veritable 


“terra incognita”, and the government decided that this should not remain 
the case. 


Accordingly, on_January 22, 1851) instructions were issued to Publius 


,.; V+ Elmore, provincial land surveyor of Belleville, to survey an exploring 


line from the north-east corner of Lake Township towards the Ottawa 
River, with the purpose of laying out a road and settlement lots. Since part 
of the suggested route might pass over “rocky, broken or swampy ground 
or the formation of a good road”, 
Elmore was instructed to explore the country on both sides of the line at 
such places in order to determine the proper site for the road. 


For the purpose of ex 


ploring the surrounding countryside, he was 
to employ, in a 


ddition to the usual surveyin : 

t p) t h 
had a knowledge of the fitness of land for Michelsen ce 
making. The 


directions, so th 


Hastings Road “to the 
- Furthur instructions to Elmore 


Jom pore te el information respecting the kind and quality 

: land for agricultural purposes. 
ss for road making, the nature 
ridges required, with the slopes 
cost of making on your road line eee pinto ee a Sea 


e chea est kj : 
- You and your expl pest kind of a road practicable for 


adaption of the 
notes its fitne 


oring assistants will avail yourself of 


THE HASTINGS ROAD 
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fit opportunities of viewing th 


Eee € country fr 2 eet ae ; . 
elevated hill situations. . ¥ irom tops of tall trees on top of 


. Your pay will be 16 shillings, 6 pence per day. . .” 
Moreover, the survey party was ordered to ¢ “ 
mens “attaching a number to each, and Ww 
such suitable materials as are to be had on 


to collect small rock speci- 
rapping it up in birch bark, or 
the spot...” 


Elmore proceeded t y 
o la i ‘olonizati 
y out the line for the Hastings Colonization 


oe it the north end of Concession Five in 
yed a line that proceeded northwest to the east- 
em boundary of Lake Township and then north to the Madawask 
The first five miles of this route he described as “straight and pretty level” 
with several cedar swamps and a high, broken hill, known today as the 
Hole-in-the-Wall. He noted the presence of two excellent mill sites in 
connection with the Crowe River and reported that there was “a large tract 
of land capable of settlement” in that vicinity. . 


a River. 


Difficulties apparently plagued Elmore’s northern progress. Swamps. 
hills, and the loss of his notes for the area around L’Amable Lake ham- 
pered the survey. Nevertheless the work of laying out the line for the 
proposed settlement road was completed. 

The next step was actually to open the Hastings Road. The task of 
supervising this construction fell to Robert Bird, a member of a pioneer 
family of Sidney Township. In 1854, Bird was instructed to see that a 
winter road was opened on Elmore’s suggested line. 

A contract for 40 miles of summer road at a cost of £125 per mile, 
exclusive of bridges, was soon let. The whole cost of the 40-mile span in- 
cluding bridges was £5,000, and an inspector noted that “the whole of the 
job is well done”. 

The actual construction of the road was delegated by contract to George 
Neilson, a prominent Belleville contractor, who in turn sub-let his con- 
tract to Messrs. Cook and St. Charles, Madoc farmers. 

One important task remained — the job of filling up the lots with 
bona fide settlers. Therefore on July 18, 1856, M. P. Hayes at Hastings 
(now Madoc) opened an agency for the Hastings Road ic ape He 
had jurisdiction over a vast tract of land including the a Sa aaa 
added to Hastings County in 1858 as well as Tudor, Het baa fa es 
townships. By 1863, some 500,000 acres in this area had been divided in 
farm lots of 100 acres each. 

A settler could obtain one of th 

. ishteen years of age. ig 

: fot He a Sele acres of the land within four years, 


build a home (at least twenty by eighteen feet) and reside on the lot until 


the conditions of settlement were duly 
3. That he keep the road in repair. 


The log house required by the gov 
that could be erected by five men in four 


ese hundred-acre farms provided: 


perf ormed. 


ernment to be built was of a type 
days. The roof was generally 
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] with bark, and the spaces between the logs were plastered with 
UATE LW = : a , aie 
son whitewashed. Usually the neighbors helped in the erection with- 
slay al washed. VU nae oe ; 
ian charge, thereby keeping building costs to a minimum 

alse, ) 


The lands through which the Hastings Road i i aan 
described a century ago as “capable, both as to a and ¢ ae e Bie 
ducing abundant crops of winter wheat, of excellent oe ity and full 
weight ...«.. and i: » Crapssen seve other description of farm produce, 
Det in the best and largest cultivated districts of that portion of the 
province”. 

Furthermore, in 1858, Mr. Hayes reported in rosy terms of con- 
ditions along the road. He happily noted that 417 acres had been cleared 
and products valued at more than $40,000 had been produced. He described 
the first 23-mile section of road as being “thickly settled and presenting a 
cratifying contrast to its appearance 18 months ago, clearings and dwellings 
on almost every lot, some substantial houses, barns and stables, together 
with 142 dwellings, saw mill, and school house. The Road is open 68 miles 
north of Madoc Township, and only 231 lots remaining open for settlement.” 
Hayes concluded with reference to the prosperous lumber business that was 


developing, and called attention to the remarkable healthfulness of the 
climate. 


Despite the early glowing reports of the prospects of settlement along 
the Hastings Road, this colonization road did not attract a great number 
of new settlers. Between July, 1856, and April, 1858, the number of settlers 
along the 75-mile road was 299, and, with the exception of a few English 
and Scottish immigrants, these were all old residents of Ontario. Nor did 
the settlement increase greatly after 1858. In fact the opposite was true: 


population declined. This gradual decline in new settlement can be seen in 
a report compiled in 1863 by Mr. Hayes: 


GENERAL PROGRESS OF SETTLEMENT [ Hastings Coanty 2 


On the Hastings Free Grant Road 1964-69 
Ya... 
ears = z | 

ee aes 1857 1858 1859 1860 1861 1862 1863 
Locations entered) 156 | 15 Wil ae ee ak a ear 
Acres cle Eertaa SS a ee ee | ee 
= De tS eae 1547! 2081 2681 3641 4553 5370 
ullidings 7 a ns SS EEE ——EEEEE 
a HS sade Gen So FP 2s ak SG 407 512 580 
Population | 280 | 430 | 928 gap ogg) aes eo 
Horses | i SS ee 980 1010 970 1031 
ale 12 | SS ee ak | a a 
Horned Cattle | 99 ea eae en co 53] 64) 79 
Bigs Sern ee mad 575 869 827 
Shaey,. You ee seer ea RAID 194 448] 517 613 
Gai ae Ll cone rey a4 26 ae al. wapehe ee = rE ee Re 
Value of Crops ae ee ea lee dosti 5 Fcceals 36 59 188 
ret 7 z c. 1$ .|$ c. 
cturn_|21868.75 | 27659.39 | 35349.30 44418.15| 46982.00 | 62725.70 


| 
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The southern terminal 
of the Hastings Road, 
Madoc, circa 1870, 
showing the intersec- 
tion of St. Lawrence 
and Durham streets, 
(looking north). 


RF: Dotve] 


The poor condition of the road soon led to complaints.dn June,_ 1868) 


fifty-seven settlers in Tudor, Wollaston, and Limerick townships petitioned 
Hastings county council: 


“That the Hastings Road North from Millbridge is in a most wretched 
state of repair. Many of the Bridges broken down, and crossways floated 


off, culverts wanted, and Mudholes there are both numerous and deep, 


to impede, if not entirely stop public travel . . . That from Millbridge 


to the rear of Tudor there are two roads, the old, and the new. The old 
road is the mail route so far, but is so hilly and rough that it is not possible 
to travel it with heavy loads, nor is it suitable for light vehicles, Sr 
although many of the settlers along the road have fei eee oe ae 
are a few left which require the road, some of the Bridges as ay road 
is broken, though all the county aid obtained last year, and large sums 


from the Municipality were expended thereon. 


d improvement, and the most judicious 


6c oad is a decide ‘ 
That the new R ; the ground chosen being level and 


: Salis 
outlay we have seen on the whole Road; ; a = 
cee good, But there are some low wet places requireing Culverts, 
oO 2 


and other crossways to make it passable, and mae haa ike 
Road has been entirely neglected by the pew oe eect 
passes, Since it was made, and there being aM os < i he eae 
keep it up, whilst the great lumber traffic, ana trav1 S . 


al ‘ 
>uomrss 


i Are 
Hasting 
Couaty 


Conne? 


tent 


/ 
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I yr rather unorganized Townships to the rear of this County passing 
the new or r 


nent very much. 
pirat: : = pa’ at injustice to the united Townships of Tudor Walles- 

“That tt pa d i : county generally, to allow so many settled 
ton and Limerick, an ae th Weare to lay so long unorganized, and 
Townships as there ane 1 ss ade A ‘cl as yet has cost the settlers there- 
untaxed for the repair of the roads which as jy a: ae 
in nothing, and without which they could not get out nae a ee settle- 
ments, nor are the Inhabitants in the said united Towns ap ee e to Te 
up roads for those who allow the same to become impassable at their 
own doors, although it is their Mail Road. 

“That too much dependance has been put in the Government keeping 
this road in repair heretofore . . . Large sums of money have been laid 
out by the Government on the line from time to time, but in such manner 
that the money was nearly lost to the public, it being a common thing to 
have a Gentleman overseer or agent, drawing four dollars per day, a clerk 
or sub at three, and several foremen at two or three dollars each per day, 
overseeing some eight or ten workmen whose wages seldom exceded one 
dollar per day. In this way consuming more than one half the funds appro- 
priated to the road, in Idleness and carlessness; the rotten Bridges made 
of Basswood and other perishable Timber, and the often changed and 
abandoned pieces of Road to be seen along the rout, but too plainly show 
the carelessness or incomptence of the managers, and gross waste of the 
public funds.” 

The petitioners sought sufficient funds to “renew the broken Bridges, 
and improve the road from Millbridge to Northern boundry of Walleston 
and Limerick”, the appointment of competent road commissioners, and 
the taxing of settlers in the unorganized northern townships so that they 
would contribute to keeping up their own roads and schools. 


What did help the early settlers along the road and keep many of 


them there was the profitable potash business. In the 1850s they were 
advised that the ashes of three acres of heavil 


its decline tow 
further discouraged settlement. 


n of the patented lots along this road, I would 


eg 400 entries for Free Grant lots . . . 
i : : 
of them occupied from the Madoc Tad mi edertass a 


In driving along the H ce “tudor boundary to the Madawaska River. 
- the mute evidence of it all 
, orchards, wells, 
's, and many other 


, 
win 


rn 
i 


[Mrs- Marion Lavey J 


Colonization roads 
helped settlement in 
north Hastings. John 
Stringer’s bush work 
in. Carlow Township 
and threshing on Sim- 
on Bronson’s farm in 
Mayo Township were 
typical scenes at the 
turn of the century. 


. we came upon an 


similar evidences of having given up the ghost. 


gently rolling farm, almost surrounded by care- 
fully built stone fences. On it were good cedar log buildings, : welt sons 
root cellars, a number of apple and other fruit trees, all representing 1 
Reecemliike toilof a lite time, but abandoned. 

hotels and stopping places along 
five or six miles. In many cases 


apparently fine looking, 


“When first settled there were many 


this road, perhaps at intervals of every pues at : 
now it is ane ie old timer who can point out where they stood, so 


: se iter . Schools 
completely has all evidence of their position been ob btetee eet 
and perhaps churches abandoned, and, to the Po 0 = ¥ os r, 
abandoned cheese factory foundations may be seen along e 


. Sar -omote a thriving 

Thus did the Hastings Road, the projee See teat “one 

: ; -thern part of te ? 

: ral settlement 10 the not ; ei -oken hearts 
eee ee of abandoned farms, adversity, blasted hopes, broken 
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More Colonization Roads 


ten . as to soil 
“The lands thus opened up are capable, both “ hres 
nd climate, of producing abundant ae ieee 
when of excellent quality and full weight an Pp 


ery r description .. . i 
<< ne — Advertisement for Colonization Roads, 1860 


y ries of roads 
The Hastings Colonization Road was only reas ee sie 
ihe lands between Georgian Bay an the Otte ee 
ae Oth included the Ottawa, Opeongo, Addington, Monck, an 
the 1850’s. Others include 
Mississippi Roads. 


yas ‘itish ¢ ‘opean 
The idea of the colonization roads was to hold British and ae 
immigrants in Canada and to prevent them from TE ae fia 
c S i : ‘ - 
hones. i ree lands would be granted to those willing to settle along 
roads. 


As early as June 1, 1847, a’senior Public Works Department official, 
Thomas Keefer, had written: 


“One or two roads connecting the Lumbering Districts on the Ottawa 
with the back settlements of the Districts on Lake Ontario, would be of 
great benefit to all parties: it would facilitate and cheapen the supplies 
route Lumbermen, and stimulate the farmer to raise larger crops, for 
which he would find a ready home, and cash market, and employment for 
himself and teams in transportation, during the Winter... As an in- 
stance of the importance of these roads, some enterprising Lumbermen on 
the Upper Madawaska have penetrated at their own expense, the Townships 
in the rear of Victoria District (i. e. Hastings County), by winter roads, 

: by means of which, they are enabled to obtain supplies, delivered at their 
shanties, at Bytown prices.” 

Influenced by this and 

‘ passed the Public Lands 
| bona fide settlers 

portions of the pr 
i Hastings, the Ope 
roads they were t 


The Addington Road was constructed by 
y nearly completed by April, 1856. 
} Troy (Actinolite) in Elzevir Tow 
Road, con 


Mr. A. B. Perry and was 
Linking that road with the village of 
nship was the 16 mile Elzevir and Kaladar 


structed in the early 1860's by Robe 
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ion roads were authorized by the pro- 


$25,000 had been allocated to the 


tures on these colonizat 
he Hastings Road, and 


By 1867, over 
had been spent on t 


other local roads. 


Expendi 
vincial government. 
Monck Road, a similar amount 
lesser amounts had been spent om 
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As in the case of the Hastings Road, the accounts of the agents for 
- rs were optimistic. Their reports spoke of parisien ee 
tlers (largely Irish immigrants ) and good pe. Fees the Baan a 
was soon tempered with reality. The summer 0 2 was Sete sf y 
unfavourable, and Ebenezer Perry, Agent for the Addington Road, wrote 
of the near failure of the wheat and Potato crops because of extreme 
drought and frost in June, August and September. The agent of the Hast- 
ings Road reported that further government aid was necessary to build 
cross roads between the main colonization roads. Otherwise the “new and 
unaided settler” could not penetrate the “rough tracts of hilly and broken 
land” to reach the tracts of good land. Not surprisingly the number of 
new locations reported on the colonization roads continued to decline in the 
mid-1860’s. : 

Yet this did not prevent the commencement in 1866 of the Monck 
Road, named after Governor-General Monck. This road was undertaken 
largely for settlement purposes, but also as a military route between the 
Ottawa Valley and the Upper Great Lakes at a time when there was a 
threat of American invasion. Such a road would be less vulnerable than the 
St. Lawrence route which could be interrupted by American attackers. 
Reference to its potential military role is to be found in a letter from the 
colonization roads superintendent in July, 1866, noting: 


the first few yea 


“Under the present somewhat war-like aspect of our country, I beg 
again to revive the consideration of constructing the colonization road line 
called the Monck Road, the works upon which are already commenced at 
the western terminus as a military highway.” Military troops and supplies 
could easily be moved between Lake Huron and Ottawa via this route. 


Block vale and arsenal depots might be located at thirty or forty mile 
intervals. 


Construction of the Monck Road was begun in 1866 under the direction 
of John Snow, and by 1873 


meeting the Hastings and Mississippi Roads at York River (now Bancroft). 


: ; ee 
one-f ifth military and four-fifths colonization”. 
nization roads, quickly fell into disrepair 
rs to maintain it adequately. 


The assumption that onl 
adian Shield a good agricult 
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Chapter 23 


A Prince is Welcomed 


“ALL painful feelings occasioned by the 


your town Proceedings in 


- - are now entirely removed.” 
(Prince of Wales to Belleville’s Mayor, 1860) 


Royal visits have always attracted much interest in Ha 
with a oe proportion of people of British d 
ents have pleasant memories of the visits to this district of i 

t of Queen Elizabetl 
(then Princess Elizabeth) and the Duke of Edinburgh - 195] aa 
George VI and Queen Elizabeth in 1939. 


stings County 
escent. Many local resid- 


Unfortunately, not all such visits have been as successful as those 
of Elizabeth II and George VI. Certainly the most unsuccessful was that 
attempted in 1860 by the Prince of Wales (later to become Edward VII). 
The eldest son of Queen Victoria and heir apparent to the throne, the nine- 
teen year-old Prince came to North America to officiate at the opening of 
Montreal’s Victoria Bridge (the connecting link in railway connections 
between the Atlantic Ocean and the extreme western limits of Canada); 
to lay the corner-stone for the new Parliament Buildings at Ottawa; and 
to visit the principal cities of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Upper and 
Lower Canada, and the eastern United States. 


When it was learned that the Prince would visit Belleville, the citizenry 
made lavish preparations. On June 28, 1860, Hastings County Council set 
up a committee of five to draft an address of loyalty and $500 was set aside 
to assist in the reception. Belleville Town Council made similar plans, 
although its preparations were marred by a conflict between the mayor. 
Dr. William Hope, and the majority of councillors. The mayor disagreed ;: 
with council’s decision not to present an address drawn up ata citizens’ “Ten 
and accordingly he refused to sign the council’s own congrat-__ Counc! 


meeting : aa 
[ ulatory ateese to the Prince of Wales. On Qugust 16, council oe fine es, 
| Tewn its lack of confidence in the mayor with respect to this matter; and on the 


pointed to sign the engraved 


Coun ‘i V i : ing, the reeve Was ap : 
epee @verof the Prince’s landing, “not his intention at present 


B Minutes ; eh id that it was 
| linutes, address, since the mayor still said 

to sign”. 
s for the Prince’s welcome were completed by 


Final preparation owed on the ornamentation of the 


wn | . j } 
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Nine great arches had been erected, two panes ee ee 
Lodges: however, no Orange emblems or flags tee Se ay ne i a a 
accordance with the wishes of the British Colonia ae pas : d eo 
Newcastle, who was travelling with the Prince. He a i eclared that the 
Paione must not associate himself with any partisan anners or other 
badges of distinction which are known to be re any ages of 
Her Majesty’s subjects”, since a display of such em ae mig : lead 
to religious feud and breach of the peace’. Specifically, Newcastle did 
not want to offend the Roman Catholics of Canada. Nor did he want to 
encourage the Orange Order, which had been banned for a time in England 
and almost outlawed in Canada in the early nineteenth century. In the 
event that such emblems were displayed, the Prince would be advised 
to abandon his visit to the town altogether. Indeed, such a display having 
taken place at Kingston on the fourth, the Prince had not landed there at all. 


Accordingly, when he arrived at Belleville aboard the steamer “King- 
ston” at nine o'clock on the evening of the fifth, no Orange emblems or 
flags were to be seen. The approach of the steamer was announced by the 
firing of three guns on the Court House Hill, the bells of the churches rang 
out gaily to welcome the Prince of Wales, 
and “the greatest joy was manifested by 
the inhabitants” of the town. Local Or- 
angemen apparently were prepared to 
accept the Duke of Newcastle’s decision 
that no Orange arches should be erected. 
A reporter noted: 

“The difficulties with the Belleville 
Orangemen, it is thought, may be easily 
settled if the interference of outsiders 
does not prevent it. The question is what 
to do with the Orangemen who come 
here.” 

_ Unfortunately “outsiders” did ar- 
rive at 12:30 a.m. on September 6 when 
the steamer “Bay of Quinte” docked 
and Orange demonstrators from King- 
ston streamed ashore. Their coming in- 
fluenced the local Orangemen who now 
resolved to carry through with plans to 
participate in the celebrations and show 
on the morning of the sixth, Eas See ee oom, Bey 


of a partisan nature” h f 
Pari e” were hung from 
e Orangemen mustered “in full numbers, in full regalia, 


ir bands of i . 
5 music, paraded the Street, determined to receive the 


Proclamation reprinted ih 


Lutelligencer : Cet = 23 1964 


By 


Thousands — of disappointed 
persons remained at Belleville, in- 
cluding the 1500 town and county 
school children, dressed alike in 
black and white, who were to have 
sung the national anthem. Accord- 
ing to one account, “It was perfect- 
ly touching to witness the sorrowful 
countenances of the people . . . all 


| HEREAS information has been received 
that his Royal Highness, the 


PRINCE OF WALES 


will pass through the Town of Belleville, on people of the town of Belleville: all 
fhursday the 6th instant.; and Whereas the 


MO WMIRGe i cscausted me te tome their exertions, all their toil, de- 
Proclamation, calling upon the Inhabitants of stroyed. 
the Town to posers that day as a Floliday, 
NOW KNOW YE, THAT I ere he 
Se = Mayor William Hope, who had 
Myton cele logic! Lellevilie, do hereby been rowed out to the Prince’s boat 


proclaim the said in an unsuccessful attempt to have 

SIXTH DAY OF SEPTEMBER, the landing proceed as scheduled, 

A PUBLIC HOLIDAY, addressed the disgruntled gathering 
And I hereby request the Inhabitants of the after his return to shore: 


own to observe said day as =uch. 
Ihave also to request that all parties will - eee : 
cheerfully comply with such I am sure this is a matter of 


POLICE AND UTHER REGULATIONS regret to nineteen-twentieths of the 
as may be made for the preservation of public population . . . I only hope that 
eee you who came from a distance and 
are in town will spend a pleasant 
day. I am sure the authorities will 
do everything to make it agreeable.” 
The crowd then gave three cheers for the Queen, three for the Prince, and 
a final three for Mayor Hope. 


WM. IIOPE, 
Mayor. 
Belleville, September Ist, 1860. 
GOD SAVE THE QUEEN. 


4 Three groans for the Duke of Newcastle were added an poe later } 

at a meeting of two hundred Orangemen in front of the Dafoe este nike 
The county master, Thomas Wills, publicly affirmed the es Soh 
loyalty and called for cheers for the Queen, the ne me a te 
and Garibaldi (an Italian patriot then trying to unify 4 a! a 
Orangemen then paraded streets with bands playing a oe Tying. 
Later two hundred “Physiogs” on horseback paraded to = srand " 
Railway station, and fireworks were set off in the evening. 


. pe ere conferred to see What could 
Sarale: ‘ jtizens NOW conferred 
ses Pe 1 eir decision was to meet the Prince at 
ut this humiliation. 4" ‘1S otzs Reece ae 
*, ae ae ress their apologies and loyalty to him. aaa sa 
conto - “ss ong Of 7ille waited up- 
P ier Ho : 4 council, and three hundred citizens of eget ae i nis 
oilatar. ¢ as é | Globe, 
th pine when he reached Toronto two days age i ee that we( Sept- 12 
ee -, to the town thereby “restoring to us the rg ‘ o * ets ta F 
retur emally . sight of y 920 
poe ae on of ihe world, but more especially in z ee ae 
Ro a Hehe and your Royal Highness, lovers a ete aa Hihaus 
oy Briti h : bjects”’ Mackenzie Bowell, Charles tig - ing likely to 
oe Beans A aM t fie Orangemen would abstain from anything y tc 
ills promised tha 5 


see alse Craig, Earl Travel ol 


7. 
* 


EA tn Mechne of the GRAND 
ae LOI :: OF OENTRAL 
OANADA, will ve held at 


COLEMAN’S HALL, 


in the Town of Bellevillo, on 


TUESDAY, the 19th Day of February 
proximo, at 12 o’clock, Noon, 


Grand Officers, County and District Mas« 
ters, and Masters of ‘Private Lodges, are 
hereby required to take notice, and govern 
themselves accordingly. : : 

Given under our hanes at Kingston, this 
15th day of January, 1861. 

eH M.'W. STRANGE, 
Grand Master. 

WILLIAM SHANNON, 

Grand Secretary. 


Orange County Lodge. 


[ue Annual Meeting of the Orange Couh- 
ty Lodge of the County of Hastings, 

will be held in the VILLAGE OF HAST- 
INGS, in the Township of Madoc, Cr f 


Tuesday, the 5ih Day of February i 5. 
at TWELVE o'cleck, noon; of whic ‘{-.! 
Brethren entitled to sit and vote, aré 4. 
quested to take notice and govern thdn- 
selves accordingly. 

District Masters are particularly requested 
to have their returns complete, 50 as to-=n- 
able a proper return to be made to the 
Grand Lodge, which meets on the 19th day 
of February, in Belleville. 

By order, COIAS. MARTIN, 
County Secretary. 
Belleville, Jan. 14th, 1861, 52-3w 


eee 


Announcements of Loyal Orange 
Lodge meetings following the Prince’s 
Visit in 1860. Hastings County has 
been G centre for the Orange Lodge 
since the first lodge was formed in 
1830 at Lonsdale in Tyendinaga 
Township, the warrant being issued 
to Francis English. By 1835, lodges 
were also meeting in Tweed, 
Shannonville, Stirling, Thomasburg 
Trenton and Latta. By 
were 38 lodges in the county, 


be objected to by the Prince’s ad- 
visers. The Prince of Wales replied 
that “all painful feelings occasioned 
by the proceedings” were remoy- 
ed entirely by this profession of 
loyalty; however, his ““engagements 
to other places” would not permit 
a return so far eastward”. 


Even as these words were 
spoken, the royal party was involy- 
ed in a new problem with the 
Orangemen. Despite assurances by 
the mayor of Toronto that no part- 
isan emblems would be displayed 
along the processional route, a 
transparency of William III (Will- 
iam of Orange) had appeared on 
one of. the arches. The outraged 
Duke of Newcastle told the mayor 
that he was not welcome at the 
festive Royal Ball to be held that 


evening. 


The deputation to Toronto did 
not include any official representa- 
tion of Hastings County Council, 
although members of that council 
had been assembled in Belleville to 
hold their regular September ses- 
sion and welcome the Prince. County 
council felt that if any apology was 
necessary it should come from the 
Prince’s advisers to council, since 
the warden had been slighted by the 
royal party. Less than six hours af- 
ter the Prince’s ship had sailed 


int moved a resolution of regret 


Min 


auNn 


G 


ae Belleville on the sixth, Billa Has is 


Fes 


_at the “want of courtesy” shown by -,,|, Z, 


these advisers. Flint pointed out that Pp- |0¢7- 


though the ship had been anchored 
eleven hours in harbour, neither the 
Duke of Newcastle nor any offic- 
ial had attempted to contact the 
county warden to see where and 
when the county’s declaration of 
loyalty would be made to the Prince. 
Warden Benjamin felt that he had 


————EEE 


$$$ 


A 


been slighted. Whereas an official from the Prince’s 
Mayor Hope and invited him to come to the ae 
the way for the landing of the Prince” 
contact Benjamin. And as a result, when Mayor H 


PRINCE IS WELCOMED 


LONDON STYLE 


SELK EATS! 


JUST RECEIVED. 


OMAR PACHA. 


PRINCE of WALES. 


ABE LINCOLN! 


AND ALL THE OTHER STYLES OF 


SPRING HATS ! 


NOW OPENED AT 
G. H. HAYMES’. 


BewevittE, March 5th, 1861. 
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party had contacted 
ship at 7.30 a.m. to “smooth 


> no such attempt had been made to 


yor Hope wrote privately asking 
Benjamin to accompany him to the 
early morning meeting, the warden 
refused, noting: “The same effort 
which discovered your residence 
would enable his Grace to discover 
mine if he desired to see me.” 
Moreover, if the Duke of Newcastle 
really wanted to see Benjamin, was 
it Benjamin as an Orangeman “to 
remove an evil impression which 
he (the Duke) has excited’’, or Ben- 
jamin as warden? Benjamin was not 
certain and until the Duke sent an 
invitation, neither Benjamin would 


go. 


Hastings County Council’s re- 
solution concerning the “want of 
courtesy” shown by the Prince’s 
advisers was a strong protest, per- 
haps too strong. Yet the following 
day when Alexander McLaren and 
A. L. Bogart attempted to have it 
toned down, the original motion 
was reaffirmed by a sixteen to two 
vote. Accordingly it was forwarded 
to the royal party at Toronto and 
ordered published in the local 
press. 

So ended the 1860 Royal Visit 
to Belleville, an abortive attempt 
which saw the Prince spend a 
night in the Belleville harbour, but 
denied him the pleasure of land- 
ing to be welcomed by the Crown's 


loyal subjects. 
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Chapter 24 
To Arms Again 


An account of an attempt by Irish-Americans to 
“liberate” Canada from British rule. 


The years following the 1837 Rebellion in Upper Canada were fairly 
quiet ones for the militia of Hastings County. 

Only in the 1860’s was the relative calm upset and the security of 
the country again threatened. This threat came from, the direction of the 
United States. During the American Civil War, Britain had seemed to 
favour the South against the North, and there was the possibility that the 
northern states might therefore try to “liberate” Canada from British 
control. 

To guard against this possibility, the Canadian government reorgan- 
ized and expanded its military forces. Associations “for the purpose of 
learning their drill” were set up throughout Canada. One of these drill 
associations was created at Belleville as an outgrowth of the First Hastings 
(Belleville) Rifles. The organizational work for this new force was largely 
completed by Christmas Day in the year 1862, and on that day four 
hundred men of the proposed regiment paraded on the Court House grounds 
under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Archibald Ponton. A week later, 
Colonel Ponton wrote to Head Quarters at Ottawa: 


“Whilst feeling honored by the confidence reposed in me in appointing 
me to the command of the battalion, I can not but observe here that I shall 
not hope to be held personally responsible for all the arms and accouter- 
ments, there being no armoury of any kind in the town, and I am a little 
at a loss to know what we are to do without a drill hall, the only one 
here being occupied and used at present by the ‘Rifles’ and equipped as 
their armoury also.” 


On January 16, 1863, the new regiment was officially named the 
Fifteenth Battalion of the Argyll Light Infantry. 


_Five months later, the Fifteenth held its first inspection at Picton. A 


at their disposal by Mr. Gildersleeve. . . The 


based on Mikkel (Caccaunt of pry 
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ness of the morning air. Upon reaching 
panies of about 80 men from Napanee 
were waiting to join their comrades in 


Mill Point (Deseronto) two com- 
under Captains Detlor and Miller 
arms from the west. These filled 
the boat to repletion and some of the more 
timid passengers became dubious of their 
safety.” 


Jus | ee ae 
sr 1en arrived safely at 
Picton. There they performed their drill, 
trooped the colours, and engaged in a sham 
battle. This battle was carried out with 
field pieces and rifles being fired and end- 
ed with a final charge “to the great terror 
of the country ladies on the ground”, \l- 
though rain fell throughout the three hour 
review and all were drenched to the skin, 
the onlookers declared it a great sucess 
and novelty. . 


The Fifteenth Battalion and its par- 
ent company — the First Hastings Rifles 
— were soon to have a chance to prove 
their loyalty. Both were called out to de- 
fend the country in 1865 when the Fenians 
attacked Canada. The Fenians were Irish- 
Americans who hoped to strike a blow for 
the freedom of Ireland, then under British 
rule, by invading Canada and “liberating” 
it from Britain. In 1865 they began to vath- 
er along the Canadian border and to make 
plans for the invasion. It was boasted that 
close to fifteen million dollars had been 
pay BAe aie et ay, raised to equip the invasion army, which 
1864. (Prime Minister of Canada was to number close to thirty thousand men. 
from 1894 to 1896). This striking force was to be employed at 

three points, with attacks being made across 
at Kingston, and at Cobourg. Some five thousand 
men were expected to cross from Rochester to Cobourg. Once these forces 
had secured the Grand Trunk Railway, the Fenians planned to build 
navies on Lakes Huron, Erie and Ontario; and then move their army 


against Montreal and Quebec. 


the Niagara peninsula, 


By November, 1865. the Canadian Government had awakened to the 
and several volunteer militia companies were 


seriousness of the threat, itia | pe 
at Prescott, Niagara, Sarnia, Windsor and 


called out for Frontier Service 


Sandwich. 
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The Regiment assigned to guard the Fe Gee eee 
ad of the Brockville Rifle Company and : e eh elleville Rifle 
ise zed in 1836), the latter being under the command of 
Captain Charles G. Levisconte, Lieutenant ee ee and Ensign 
Mackenzie Bowell. The Belleville and Brockvil e : - omnes spent 
ther time at Amherstburg near Windsor in We ze » and by ae 
tenance of strict discipline and close attention to the duties pe of 
them. they became very efficient”. Then, after five months of service on 
the American frontier, the regiment was relieved on May 4, 1866, and 

the men returned to Belleville and Brockville. 


Company (organl 


Four weeks later, “General” O’Neil led “a horde of Fenians” into 

Canada, crossing the Niagara frontier and capturing Fort Erie. On June 2, 

. this Fenian force of about sixteen hundred men beat off an attack by a 

body of Canadian volunteers, but the approach of a force of regulars dis- 

couraged the invaders and they retired to American soil. The threat of 

; a second attack led the Canadian 

government to issue a general call 
to arms. 


A Belleville newspaper de- 
scribed the day preceding the call 
to arms as one of “the intensely 
exciting days that this city has 
known”. In the evening, vast 
crowds paraded the streets, singing 
patriotic songs, and cheering for 
Queen Victoria, the Empire, and 
Canada. Finally, at 2 a.m. on June 
3, the call to arms came and eight 
hours later members of the Fif- 


| teenth were on their way to Pre- 
| scott, while members of the First 
/ insignia of the local LPAC Hastings Rifles were on their way 
; uni i . 
i Conada: darned ee Neg- to Cornwall. Their orders were to 
ian Raids, C 207i she ready before nightfall to beat 
MM | coe off the Fenian raiders. Among the 
Bh | Aykus tls (was Fr local soldiers stationed at Prescott 
t article « he ces Peon 4 Spectacular drummer, tall] and athletic. It was said 
H may 2 (eam spi oa i: drum stick in the air in such a way that the 
|! ee Se ; Se consternation among t i 
t the St, Lawrence on the American side oe Fenians, who were across 


‘ On June 8, the expected Fenian 
the local forces were stationed, A 
General” Spear crossed into Q 
the border by the Hochelaga V 


_taid came, but further east than 
Pproximately two thousand Fenians under 


uebec, but were soon driven back across 
oltigeurs, 


-_ 


corms seme 
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Reeve of Fort Erie shot 
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~y : a announcing the Fenian 
Several Wounded ! Coie 


cil described the Fenians 
as “a lawless band of 
marauders and robbers.”’ 
+, HCM 


Fenians Marching on. 


J Ex ra presented 


Port Colborne. + 7"! 


For another five years the Fenians, merely by existing, created a state 
of uneasiness along the frontier from Maine to Minnesota, until the move- 
ment collapsed in 1871. That such a movement should have been allowed 
to drill openly in the United States reflected unfavourably on the American 


government. 


Of the nearly four hundred men who had taken their places in the 
Fifteenth Battalion or the First Hastings Rifles to save their homeland. 
approximately half applied for and received Fenian medals in the 1890's. 
aids is found in a letter from Lieu- 
ig officer of the Fifteenth in the + 
lefence for a medal. The 


An interesting sidelight on the r 
tenant Colonel W. N.Ponton} commandin 
1890’s, recommending a participant in the Fenian ¢ 
applicant was William Clarke, who served in what was known as the Grand 
Trunk Railway Brigade, “which consisted of rifles and artillery”. Ponton 
described the role of the applicant and the Grand Trunk Railway Brigade 
in this way: 
sne of the companies which had their 
under arms for a considerable time 
fully uniformed by the Govern- 
annual pay for several years. Applicant was in 
h was kept constantly ready and steamed up and 


“Applicant was color-sergeant of « 
headquarters at Belleville. They were 
and although afterwards disbanded, were 
ment, and received their 
charge of an engine, whic 
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himself and comrades detailed for that duty during 
e anticipated. This order was given after a mixed 
some miscreants and the car penetrated by 


down the track with 
the time when attacks wet 
train had been fired into by 
several bullets.” 

While on duty, Clarke and his associates arrested “several suspicious 


by) 
characters as Fenian spies, who were afterwat ds released”’. 


The two Belleville rifle companies of the Grand Trunk Railway Bri- 


‘cade. organized in 1866-67 because of the Fenian threat, were part of an 
‘nusual unit — the first such force to combine rail and militia duties. The 
| brigade “was formed so that the railroad might not lose its workers in a 


military draft and thus have to limit its operations at a time when good 
rail service would be vital to the country’s security. The brigade’s head- 
quarters were at Montreal and companies were placed at key points along 
the main line, including Brockville, Kingston, Belleville, and Port Hope. 
\t Belleville two companies of eighty men under Captains Crowther and 
Nunn guarded bridges, shops, and roundhouse. When the threat of Fenian 
invasion passed in 1871, the brigade languished, although the local com- 
panies were completely outfitted with new uniforms in 1872. In J une, 1874, 
the brigade’s government funds were cut off, and seven years later it 
was formally disbanded. 


The Fenian threat was the last occasion when local troops were called 
out to protect their country from official, or unofficial, American aggres- 
sion. The militia had responded in 1812-14 to foil the American attack, 
in 1837-39 to check the Hunters’ Lodges, and in the 1860’s to resist the 


Irish-American Fenians. Henceforth our relations with the United States, 
though not always ideal, would be more peaceful. 


Veterans of the Fenian Raids, 
1866. Sergeants William Bot- 
toms, William Johnson, William 
Scholes and Jeremiah Thomp- 
son of the Fifteenth Battalion, 
Argyll Light Infantry. 


E Phish; by TW Biyce, 
Bellevifle, CONS Wh sir. 


1966, from Peuton Tapers 


Chapter 25 


Birth of a Nation 


“A great opportunity was lost in 1867 when the Domin- 
ion was formed out of the several provinces. This 
remarkable event in the history of the British Em = 
passed almost without Notice.” 
(Sir John A. Macdonald, 1889) 


Canadian Confederation was almost a miracle. It overcame differences 
of government, language, religion, culture, and geography to begin the 
process of unifying the British colonies on the North American Continent. 


Confederation had many causes. The fear of American attack as 
the aftermath of the Civil War and the Fenian Raids commencing in 1866 
encouraged the union of the colonies for defense purposes. The cancellation 
by the United States government in 1866 of the 1854 free trade agree- 
ment — despite a strong protest by Hastings County Council — led the 
colonies to seek a national market to encourage trade. Railroad interests 
such as the Grand Trunk sought the annexation of the Hudson’s Bay Ter- 
ritory so that a railroad might be constructed to the Pacific. The Intelligen- 
cer and other newspapers also pressed for this annexation which would 
obtain fertile land to house the settlers along the Madoc Colonization Road 
who were moving from their homesteads to better lands in the American 
West. As early as 1857 The Intelligencer had announced that this “Great 
North-West” would be valuable for its agricultural, mineral, and trade 
potential. A larger union might lead to Britain turning over these territ- 


ories to Canada. 


Political deadlock was another reason 
for Confederation. This deadlock was be- 
tween French and English, Conservatives and 
Reformers in a united Province of Canada 
that included only the southern parts of On- 
tario and Quebec. Locally the deadlock could 
be seen in the fierce political election cam- 
paigns, the disputed election returns, and the 
hostility between the Conservative Intelligenc- 
er and the opposition journal, The Chron- 


Hon. Lewis Wallbridge (1816-87), a native 
of Belleville and speaker of the Legislative 
Assembly of Canada during the important 
debates leading up to Confederation. From 
1882 to 1887 he was chief justice of. 


Manitoba. 
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cle. It was also evident in the attitude of the Orange Lodges, who came out 
% i a the domination of the provincial government by French Ro- 
Mea The Orangemen and many other ae eae sought a lare- 
er union where British Protestants would be in one Solis Z tae tnvoly: 
ine the Maritimes and the West would provide ue a cenit By ana Be 
to handle national matters, while provincial or loca Maller soy sheng 
and roads — would be left to the provinces. 


education, religion, 


| Child Canada Takes Her 
| First Steps. This cartoon 
i in the Canadian IIlustrat- 
/ ed News, July 23, 1870, 5- 64 
| suggested a problem fac- 

ed by the new dominion. 


\ 7 | 
i\\ iN 4 mee OP Ac. 

é 
MOTHER BRITANNIA — ‘Take care, my child!’ No C 131] 
UNCLE SAM — “Oh! Never mind, if she falls I’Il catch her!’ 


The chief celebration of Confederation in Hastings was held at Belle- 

ville. The Intelligencer account of the proceedings began with the lament 

Teun that “The birthday of our new Dominion was not celebrated in Belleville 
Council a ae spirit which should have been shown on the occasion.” However, 
sae le mous pointed out that the celebration was in keeping with the some- 
-. 745 vhat epressed economic conditions. Council had shown consideration for 
he needy by paying the city’s labourers “on Dominion Day as if they were 


at work on that day”, and by providing $40 so that a small gift could be given 
0 all citizens on relief to enable them t 


se 
Fil ica 0 Cy the holiday “‘in common Mia 
with the rest of the inhabitants”. The sum of 6250was cota Tor The pur J 
EO eaoe celebrating the Ist July, the commencement of a new era in our 


was to provide the inhabitants of the town and C P.246. 


amount of amusement and entertainment on 


nationality”, This money 


“the largest 
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were held, and The Intelligencer reporter noted that 
the day passed off very quietly, 
the evening.” e 


cena “The remainder of 
ere being no display of fireworks in 


Among other local munici 
was the township of Elzevir, whi 
Hastings County 


la arranging appropriate ceremonies 
‘i vir, which set aside ten dollars for the celebration. 
ouncil did not hold any special celebrati 

ae ue y special celebration to mark 
onfederation; in fact there is no reference } i’s mi 

: ence in council’s minutes to the 
impending union. 


Later celebrations of Dominion Day took on all the appearances of 
a gay outing. Community programmes were well organized and v 
the days before the gytomobile made it possible to spend ; 
away from home. or example, the Fifteenth Battalion of the 
Argyll Light Infantry sponsored a celebration for citizens of the Belle- 
ville area. The program on Wednesday, July 1, 1896, opened at the 
Agricultural Park with a morning baseball eame between the Kingston 
“Granites” and the “Bellevilles”. This was followed by a horseshoe match, 
and a hammer-throwing contest. ; 


aried in 


In the afternoon, visiting and city battalions, together with a mounted 
squad of Royal Canadian Dragoons from Toronto, paraded through the 
city to the Agricultural Park on the West Hill, where the rest of the day’s 
program was held. The afternoon highlighted a march past and general 
salute by all troops, a tug-of-war open to eight-man teams from the battal- 
ions, and bicycle races. (Bicycling was one of the most popular activities 
in the 1890’s. So popular was it in fact, that a commanding officer of a 
battalion in a neighbouring municipality maintained that he could not 
get together a sufficient number of men to drill in June because of the 
“wheeling craze”.) Other events in the afternoon were foot races with a 
first prize of three dollars and an ambulance race and rescue contest 
which offered a silver cup to the winning four-man team. The familiar 
egg and spoon races, favorites even today at parties, were also held tor 
both mounted and dismounted men. The feature of the program was 
the exhibition put on by the sixteen-man detachment of the Royal lhe 
ian Dragoons under Major F. L. Lessard. They put on a jumping : me nk 
lance excercises, and their famous Musical Ride (the predecessor of the 
RCMP’s Musical Ride). 

d Ca ae eae ee ey the united bands of the 
Tafteenth (Belleville) and Fifty-eighth (Peterborough ) Battalions. A mili- 


1 the evening and a mock battle was staged, 
and adults alike. The climax to the 


1 attendance performed, 


tary parade was also held = 

much to the delight of children ke Ghee 

whole day’s program came with a “Grand Display of Erevan : 
Confederation has meant more to the citizens of Hastings County 


‘reworks -iginal union — 
than picnics, foot-races, tugs-of-war, and fireworks. The a = aon 
: : ' i0 

increased from four to ten provinces — ha 


we can be proud, a nation in whose future we 


s given us a na 
s g 
can place our confidence. 
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Chapter 26 


The County at Confederation 


“In agriculture, in education, in trade and commerce, 
we have made steady advancement, and with the natural 
advantages possessed by us, our agricultural, lumbering 
and mineral resources, the future presents a promising 


spect.” 
ee (County of Hastings Directory, 1860-61) 


The coming of Confederation found the citizens of Hastings County 
in a generally optimistic mood. Despite a slight recession that led The Hast- 
ings Chronicle to commend the Belleville town council for its money- 
saving celebration of Confederation, all sections of the county’s economy 
enjoyed a gradual boom. 


Agriculture participated in the boom, as thanks to the American market, 
local barley growers expanded their acreages. Also dairy farming be- 
came more profitable with the expansion of the cheese industry and by 1867 
a number of cheese factories were marketing a finished product well able 
to take honours at the provincial fairs. 


Lumbering continued as a chief money-making industry, although the 
companies now had to cut their timber as far as 75 miles inland. At 


Trenton the recently renovated Gilmour and Page Saw Mills produced 
30,000,000 board feet of lumbe 


-000,000 board feet yearly. At Mill Point, soon 


ua - b. Rathbun and Son’s mills employed 250 
saws and several hundred men to manufacture 13,000,000 board feet each 
year besides 2,000,000 lath and 750,000 shingles. 


ae for these mills was brought down the Trent, Moira, and Sal- 
ae: aie These rivers also provided power to drive the gradually in- 
pater 5 coe ie Hastings County. One writer noted that there was 
=, walerpower to ‘supply ten: tunes as many factories as were then 


located on the Mo; : 
2 e€ Moira 1 : : 5 4 

; on of this ? : : : 
teenth century, rivers importance in the nine 


a DL eealiea 24, [86 
mberers dumpedtheir waste produds into the 


Town Council noti- 


> 4 committee was set up 
lower part of town. 
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Belleville remained the chief county 


The ee of its established industries 
vincial exhibitions and at least on “ : 
ine” patented by Charles Irwin | gaara are sewing mach- 
Pamiceae household werd” in Cada Te ES apap #5 manufacturer's 
at the Kingston, Hamilton, London, Toronto. and Mine Lesh itions f 
1863 to 1866, this machine was acclaimed by “w . Bs sae 
nas mapa oy “well-selected and com- 
petent judges at the 1867 Kingston Exhibition as being superior for 
all kinds of work over every other American and Canadian ice includ. 
ing the model produced by I. M. Singer & Co., “who, too, pretend to lke an 
Improved Family Sewing Machine”. As a result Mr. Irwin paieeved mn 
Belleville operations in 1867. Among other industries to xaand at the 
time of Confederation were Walker’s Foundry and Brown’s Foundry which 
were preparing to furnish quartz mill machinery for the Madoc mining 
area, John Lever’s cheese box factory which supplied the growing local 
trade, and Louis Roenigk’s furniture factory which advertised that its 
wares were almost as good as any in the province. 


manufacturing centre in 1867 
continued to win prizes at pro- 


first prizes 


Manufacturing was holding its own elsewhere in the southern part of 
the county. At Stirling a woollen mill was being converted into a first 
class flouring mill by D. McDougall to replace one destroyed by fire in 
February, 1866. Cannifton boasted of a new cheese factory, one of the 
first in the county. Frankford made scarcely any progress in the early 
1860's, but a paper mill was being erected by Sills and Brothers by 1867. 
Further north, a fine new grist mill was under construction by Messrs. 
Pearce and Son at Marmora, and Madoc was experiencing rapid industrial 
development because of a nearby gold rush in 1866-67. At Bridgewater 
(Actinolite) in Elzevir Township an industrial boom was In progress and 
some of that area’s finest buildings date from the Confederation era. 


2 
The year 1867 witnessed improved transportation. The H. B. ae 
Company greatly increased its extensive ship-building FaGliute at ei 


e ast hill, court house (centre), St. Thomas Anglican 
the &€ ’ 


Belleville, circa 1860, showing (middle tight). 


Church (right), and the lower bridge 
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the splendid churches built a 
auld ago was the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church in the village of Bridgewater 
(now Actinolite). Erected of white marble 
quarried nearby, the church was dedi- 
cated on March 4, 1866. Rev. Thomas 
Cullen was the first resident minister. 
Following a fire on May 24, 1889, only 
the walls were left standing; however, 
the building was restored. 


eronto and advertised that it could build or repair all kinds of steamboats 
and vessels. At Belleville the Grand Trunk Railway showed its confidence 
in the future of the country by building a new locomotive shop, raising to 
twenty-four the number of engines that could be accommodated. Local 
business interests were pressing for a Belleville to Marmora Railway, at 
an estimated cost of almost $1,000,000. Until such a line was built, the 
northern townships relied on the stage lines for their trade and commerce. 
Fortunately a fairly good stage network existed, and in 1867 it was 
proudly reported that “a trifling sum” would take a person to “any of the 
townships”. Unfortunately this report was somewhat premature as far as 
the most northern townships were concerned. Because of the problem of 
transportation, there was only limited settlement in Limerick and Wollaston. 
Faraday also was handicapped, although there was a beginning settlement 
at York River, now Bancroft. Carlow Township had been surveyed in 
1866 by C. F. Alysworth and only twenty clearings totalling about 270 
eae that pene had begun in 1867. Monteagle, Herschel, 
best lage slack eae ae Townships ae described a8 “probably the 
Gch g00 and remaining in the hands of the Crown in 
‘anada West”. They would remain as Crown Lands forever, accordin 
to an early county directory, unless good roads were provided ; ® 
provided. 


The Year of Conf 
In May, The Intellj 
the first daily new 


ederation saw 
gencer commence 
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Chapter 27 
The Golden North 


“sé = 2 
Hastings fame went abroad as the new Eldorado, 
and Belleville became a golden gate.” 


(Belden’s Atlas, 1878) 


i 


ee ae played an important role in the affairs of man. The 
Tae th ie ead he : es na ay” - 

: American colonies made Spain 
a dominant European power for a century. The discovery of gold along 
the Fraser River in the 1850’s resulted in the creation of British Gohnnbia 
as a British colony. Its unearthing near Madoc in 1866 touched off a gold 
rush in Hastings County “only equalled by the tremendous excitement which 
was caused when news came from California that gold had been found 
in that far-off region.” f 


{ni + ewe | 


e 


The discovery of gold near Madoc came at a time when there was 
considerable prospecting along the southern edge of the Canadian Shield. 
. For some time Madoc Township had been known for its mineral wealth. 
Its iron ore “had been pronounced by the highest authority not inferior to 
any in the world,” although the mines were not being worked to any ex- 
tent in the early 1860’s. There were also “some very rich lead mines,” 
and deposits of marble, lithographic stone, and soap stone. The gold dis- 
covery was made on Lot 18 of the fifth concession of Madoc township on 
the farm of John Richardson, on August 15. 1866. Credit for the discovery 
(‘Mark’) Herbert Powell, a clerk of the division 


is usually given to Marcus 
alone in Marmora Town- 


court and a part-time prospector who lived at M ' 
ship. When, along with an old miner named Snider, Powell was prospecting 
for copper in the summer of 1866, gold was detected in the ore hy oe 
Murchall. He is reported to have told the pair that their copper was go': 


CCE 


: . lesale and retail 
Madoc at the time of the gold rush showing the store of A. B. Ross, wholesale 


| . merchant. ( K ; F Data e) 


The Richardson Gold Mine at Eldorado, circa 1900. 
Geological Survey of nada. 
whereupon they got mad and “handed him some mining phrases that are 
fit to be repeated only to miners”. This started the excitement, according 
to former Madoc lawyer D. E. K. Stewart. 


A second explanation of the discovery has been handed down by Madoc 
eroceryman Robert Gray. He said that Lyman Moon of Madoc got two 
shovels full of decomposed sulphurites from where Powell and Snider were 
mining, that he and Gray carried it to Madoc in a pillow slip, and that from 
it they washed one hundred and ninety-three dollars worth of gold. Another 
story is that Messrs. Gray and Moon took some of this vein matter to Madoc 
jeweller D. Rawe who pronounced it gold after a blow-pipe test. 


In any case, the prospectors had stumbled upon a considerable quantity 
ee gold in two pockets about fifteen feet below the surface. This free 
was remarkably pure, between 22 and 23 carats 
one assay. Unfortunately, most of it was removed from the site within a 
short time by the mine’s developers or by other parties who gained access 


to the mine illegally, so that a complete study of the site by Canadian 
government geologists could not be made. 

Although word of the gold was kept quiet for a time it was soon com- 
ce knowledge. The Intelligencer of November 9, 1866, noted that the 
of eeneel Cope a excitement to extend beyond the boundaries 
DG ae cologists, professors, practical miners, and capita- 

anada and the United States were said to have visited the new 


gold region. Some expecte area would be “a new Cal 


of fr 
gold fine, according to 


fone” d that the Eldorado 


When Lyman Moon, one 
to the old Dafo H i i I 
aad Mf Pipe in Belleville with sampl 


worth, this headache developed 
0 learn of the gold, went 
es of the ore. There he 
discussed the formation 
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of a company to purchase a 
se and develop the Ri 
(ebee Garis oa i p the Richardson property. However 
f , a Bostonian who was then drilline for oil : 208 Seen 
nearby and overheard the talk. When the a oh i near Belleville, sat 
: : 3 gatherin “ok poe ee fe 
up an acqu 5 g broke up, Carr struc 
PREG a. eee and set out to get the ge eit be 
ete ee 0) itizens could. Carr succeeded in getting a 60-day 
ae 2 acres of the Richardson property for $90,000. A special 
x ih 70 eg Malone in Marmora Township to nevedtide pan of 
e discoverers, Mark Powell, to sell his share, but without success. : 


Then Carr took ore samples to Boston, but failed to organize a com- 
pany to supply the money to meet the option. Following this failure, Chi 
cago interests paid 520,000 to Richardson and $15,000 ‘to Powell far oe 
ing rights. Carr started court action to forestall the Chicago interests me 
the Belleville Company of Citizens also entered the court qenvest 2 “a 

Many stories have come down about the early history of the Richard- 
son Mine. For example, one of the parties contesting the ownership is 
said to have put a building over the mine and a man named Joe E—, armed 
with a gun, on guard. The story goes that Joe E— did a “nice little blind 
pig business in this rendezvous”, selling gold specimens to interested visit- 
ors. 


Within a short time of the Richardson Mine discovery, other gold 
strikes followed in Madoc and neighbouring townships and caused great 
excitement in the Belleville area, leading The Intelligencer to comment 
on November 19: 

“Tt is said from a variety of sources that specimens of gold have 
been found in other parts of the Madoc district — in a creek not far from 
the mine in question, and in quartz — four and five miles distance from the 
Richardson lot. During the week a considerable quantity of land in Madoc 
has been leased for mining purposes. Though agents are now fiercely en- 
gaged in securing mining rights, it .1s not likely much will be done this 
fall in prospecting.” 

Meanwhile, rumours spread about the fortunes to be made at Eldorado. 
A piece of gold nearly an inch square was said to have been found piled 

large boulder. People flocked in to the area. The county towns W a | 7 | 
of miners, speculators, black-legs, and ne er-do-wells”. To maintain aw ane 


order at the Richardson s ™m 
This force accom lished its aim with some difficult 


i . S, hey gain 
There was a liberal show of revolvers, and they g 


shaft. When word of this reached Madoc, 


mounted police and several vig} dab 
: ound “Cariboo” in a hotel smoking a cigar. 


explained that his entry had been to sali aaah 
a hoax, Fox and his party straggled back to Madoc. Pe 
The sudden inrush of people overtaxed accommoaation 


“ rer ene 
ee ney she Nocth Hastings Fesien (capies te be Feand 
appeare in 
Pr? Helen Fra eck ) 


scrapbook of pas 


; para “th several friends. by 
‘iboo” Sm arrived at the Richardson Mine w1 
abo pera ed entrance to the Jud 


Bee 


Captain Fox and his squad of Fralec 


lantes rode to Eldorado over very muddy for +he 

When he stor 

Sc ‘sfy himself that the mine was not (Jud a 
aye 

at Madoc, and Frale A 

d there and at Eldorado to cater to the articles 


e 
in 


haft, twenty-five mounted police were sent in. See 
- In the spring of 1867, account 
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The road from Belleville to Madoc was the route 
and The Madoc Mercury announced on February 
23. 1867, that “extra lines” of regular stages from Belleville had been put 
on. The “extraordinary amount of travel . . . owing to the Gold Excit- 
ment” led county council in 1867 to carry out special repairs on this 
route. There was talk of dividing Hastings County and setting up a new 
strict with Madoc as the county town. 

7 Belleville became the “golden gate” to this new Eldorado, as the site 
of the Richardson Mine came to be known. Town merchants charged in 
. ea ane : ; 5D - 
flated prices for commodities, local foundries tooled up to produce minin 
equipment, and J. T. Bell enjoyed a profitable business as an ee 
earning a reputation as “the very mirror ety?” fs 

ga P es ‘y mirror of honesty” and the “terror of the 

. Not all assayers enjoyed as favourable a reputation, and some 


W ould-be-millionaires. 
for most of these arrivals, 


northern di 


swindlers 
Mastipas ay | 
a would publish bogus assays for a price 
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finer = "a 
Book 3, here was a great demand for knowledge about the mines and mini 
ing 


7i3 \ in general. T. C. Wallbr : 
feet er a Wallbride Belleville spoke on the mines at public 
neetings, Hastings ma al] i 
ae 1g aa Council in@869)established a chair of minin 
t LiDCi £,0Lieze Wl ; Qc ° & 
Henry White print a ce aaa and public land surveyor 
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A LECTURE 


ox THE 


GEOLOGY 


or THE 


County:- Hastings 


WILL BE DELIY ERED IN O'FLYNN'S HALL 


On Saturday Ev’g, 


DECEMBER 8TH 1866, AT EIGHT O'CLOCK, 


BY 


Few persons did more to encour- 

age the development of the mines 

of Hastings County than T. C. i 
Wallbridge. As well 4 


as lecturing 


on the geology of the area, he ESQ. ALPP. 
: ee 
NOCHE Cle SaaS THE PUBLIC ARE INVITED TO ATTEND. 
(courtes TSC 2 MADOC, Decamber 7th, 1265, 


see if gold actually did exist at these locations. The demand for such a 
map was too great for accurate research. Areas identified as positive sour- 
ces of gold included Madoc Township, Lot 3 in concession IX and Lot 18 
“n concession V. Moreover, the map attempted to describe the type of rock 
structure of “that important gold-bearing secti 
of value to prospectors searching for other minerals. | 

Those who had begun digging operations in 1866 renewed their et- 
forts the following spring on “a much more extensive scale” after the settle- 
ment of the first court case involving the ownership of the Richardson pro- 
perty. A “company of ambitious proclivities” was formed, a handsome stone 
structure was erected, the newest and most expensive machinery was ob- 
tained, and the investors “calmly awaited the results ; Unfortunately, nate 
bably less than $100,000 of gold was recovered from the Eldorado region, 
while several times as much was sunk in useless Cae ti 

vo eran othe te of Nt ay 
vanced. aerriihine tue tock Was) Uo : ; NEAic 
the ee iacyie effort to extract the ead Muncoves ane 
nature of the ore, the inexperience of the operator, ane ee aie 
to test the material thoroughly also led to the on ie ie the ton, and 
entetiat leoc, the return was only about fifteen o ars 


the mine was closed. 
Reorganization 


on of country” so as to be 


f the company followed, but without marked success. 
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Williams Gold Mine, Marmora_ Township. The quartz-crushing mill on the Moira River is 
shown in this 1873 woodcut. (P-A-C) 


“The Company is now indebted to various persons to the amount of 
nearly $18,000. There is no money in the treasury. The crushing mill is 
out of repair, and the works at a stand-still . . . Most of the creditors 
have sued the Company, and prompt action is necessary to save it.” 


Stockholders were asked to surrender one-sixth of their stock to the 
company. This stock would then be sold, and the proceeds used to carry on 
the work. Despite this plea, the company went into bankruptcy. 


Notwithstanding that failure, however, many people continued to be- 
lieve there were other pockets and gold-carrying veins in the vicinity. A 
number of small gold mines were subsequently established in southeastern 
Ontario, among them the Deloro, Gilmour, Cordova, Williams’ Golden 
Fleece, and Hawkeye mines. These mines met the same fate as the Gat- 
ling Mine, which was established in the spring of 1867 on the Moira River 


~tpwnanl, Ye 
be (a sada 


Ledyards Gold Mine, Madoc, circa 1900 


CFealagical Survey af Cangas) 
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ery 


about four miles east of Marmora Village by 
of the inventor of the celebrated Gatling Gun. 
content, the ore was found to be “ 


the brother 
ee Despite a fairly good gold 
mispickel” (arsenopyrite) and unman- 

= O) . : : 2 7 
ageable. In the mid 1870's experimental work still was going on in 


concession IX of Marmora, and the Williams Mine and the Gatling property 

| were said to have turned out some ore of “good value”. The Fiegel Mine Bolder 
on concession XI of Marmora had yielded “a not inconsiderable amount =“ 
of the precious metal” under Mr. McCrae’s management, but it too had\ >. 4_ 
been plagued by court suits. Belden’s Atlas noted that there were several F 
veins of “fine free gold” in Elzevir Township and that Billa Flint hac 
erected a crusher at Bridgewater. In Hungerford and Tudor more gold 
was discovered, but again the reward apparently did not justify the expenses 

| involved in extraction, and mining enthusiasts lamented the lack of capital 

to exploit the mines. 
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Railroad Fever 


“4dd a railway to th 
give us a canal to connect 
Quinte, and we may expect to become t 


SPOR 
ant County in the Dominion. 
(County of Hastings Directory, 1868-69) 


° mineral regions of the north; 
Lake Ontario with the Bay of 
he most import- 


Hastings County has experienced “railroad fever” on at least three 
occasions — first in the 1850’s with the Grand Trunk Railway, second, 
after 1866 with the Grand Junction and Belleville and North Hastings rail- 
roads, and finally in the early 1900’s with the Canadian Northern. 


The first case of “railroad fever” started in the late 1840’s and cen- 
tered about the Grand Trunk Railway, the great east-west line built to 
link Western Ontario and the American mid-west with the Atlantic sea- 
board. Associated with this railway in the minds of many county business- 
men were several branch lines expected to encourage the economic growth 
of the county and the railroad prominence of Belleville. Among these 


, ) schemes was the Grand Junction Railway which was intended to run from 
Belleville via Peterborough to Toronto and serve as a loop line of the 
Grand Trunk. In 1852 the Grand Junction was incorporated and some 


surveys were undertaken, but despite promises of financial assistance from 
both Belleville and Hastings councils (the county .was prepared to sub- 
scribe £50,000 of stock), little was accomplished. The municipalities 
lacked the financial resources necessary to commence construction on 


their own without substantial private investment, and the Grand Trunk 
Railway Company did not regard the loop as vital. 


' 


| 


A. F. Wood of Madoc, one of the lead- 
INQ advocates of a northern railway and 
warden of Hastings County for ten years 
in the Confederation period. 
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Similarly_a_ second project launche 
i Ae ee he Marmora and Belleville Railwa 
E - 

- hae is ae saad it ee of the Marmora mines to Belleville. Again 
eee t lead In supporting the railroad. But also Bee 
a quate pu lic support for the scheme, and for the next deed 

putes over rival routes, financing, and the value of the paitraud ak 


it from becomin ; i i 
ae g more than a topic of occasional conversation and a 
otted line on contemporary county maps 


eee agit 
850’s came to grief in 


Company was incorpor- 


Belleville and Marmora 
RAILROAD. 


OTICE is hereby given that Application 
will be made at the next sitting of the 
Provincial Parliament, for an Act to Incorpo- 
rate a Company to build a Ramway from 
BELLEVILLE to MARMORA, by way of the 
Villages of Tweed, Bridgewater and Madoc, 


1t.m A A" 2B" win co. we. 


GRAND JUNCTION RAILWAY. 


Two train services daily (Sunday excepted 
between Peterboro’ and paledite ' a 


or otherwise; .and foy x Grant of Public 
Lands to rid in the construction thereof 
BILLA. FLINT. , 


Belleville, 18th September, 1865. 3l 


Central Ontario Railway 


Time Table. 


Leav Trenton for Picton .... ...7:32am 1:05pm - : 7 
Arrive at Picton.,........++ «+++ 8:44am 2:50pm time, whieh is 14 minutes slower than Mont 
Leave Picton for Trenton ..... 1.9-05am 3:45pm real time. 
‘ArriveatTrenton .... --.-10.18am 5:12pm T. §. DETLOR, 
aoa Fae Hill ae aaa am arly m Gen’l Sup't. 

eave Anson (Mid Ry Junction] 10.28 am 3:23 pm 3 
Arrive C P R Junction,.....--.-serereeerset 4:00 pm Belleville, Dec. 18th, 1360. 
TLeave CPR Junction .....----- 11:00am 4;35pm 
Arrive at Coo Hill.........-0++-+> 130pm 8 pm SSS a « 
Leave Coe Hill for Trenton ...... 530am 220pm Hom Now s 7 Gpe- f 
Arrive C PR Junction........---- 8 am 425pm a 
Leave C PR Junction.......---+ 810am eyes m. p 25 
Leave Anson, Mid. Ry Junction. .8 45a m pm : Review, Sept. ; 
Arrive Trenton Be ei arcicm etstneis cls 935am 542pm The North Hastings F 


Commencing en Monday, 20th Dec., 1880, 
and until further otice, trains will leave Ashj 
burnkam and Belleville City at 7:30 a.m. and 3 
p.m., aud will be due at Belleville City and 
Ashburham at 11:30 a.m. and 7:30 p.m. respec— 
tively, stopping exf route at all regular Stations, 
and at Flag Stations when duly signalled. 

MADOC BRANCH. 

Trains will leave Madoc for Belleville City at 
8 am., arriving at 10 a.m. Retuming will 
leave Belleville City for Madoc at 3:30 p.m., 
arriving at 5:80 p.m. 

NOTR—Trains will be run by Belleville 


1890. [HLM “| 


‘Railroad fever” affected the county for a second time in the years 


immediately after Conf ederation. 


revived interest in the mines and 0 
some other factors led local groups to P 


railroad lines — all with their southern tert alsa 
e charter of the Grand Junction Railway 


Trenton. Accordingly in 1870 th 
was revived, apparentl bya 
worth of provincial anc 


000 of stock to the public, only 


sod was turned in 1873, but construct 
ville contractor. 


and the bankruptcy of the Brock 


1877, the Toronto Globe reported that 
Stirling to B 


passed over the road from 


lleville group W 
‘The promoters also offered $900,- | 


3,000 of which was ever sold. The first } 


The Madoc Gold Rush of 1866-67, a 


ther resources of the interior, and 


lan for one or more northern 
ninal at Belleville, or perhaps 


ho enlisted about $500,000 


‘on was delayed by legal disputes 
Nevertheless, on June 28, 
the first car-load of freight had 
elleville. Two years later the line 


-bor , total distance of about 90 miles. 
was completed west to Peterborough, a total distat 


i . 5 eel (Aa / 
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Grand Junction was at the Belleville 
f a ace yard. The eer station 
ll swi ‘e, In a building or- 
arket square, 
‘nnacle Street near the ere Church. The Grand 
ae oe a aay . 
was located on pu the Pinnacle ie “diamond stack” wood burning 
iginally am ree: included severa ee of lumber and other pro- 
5 ke eS Ing s ee car ‘ 
Junctions ses pulled the ae 
p j€s d le . 
is eae, the interior down to be 
auce 


- line of local 
‘lway trolled another 

ré stion Railway ae ‘ is was a narrow 
By 1880 the ee Hastings Railway. This 

“the Belleville < 


. c O 


origin, 


unction on the 
”) railroad which ran north from ee J : 
ae = : | Rs Tea to Madoc, Eldorado, and ce cee 
oa ae wae ; a distance of 22 miles. 874 to construct a line 
+ ae R a Cotnpait was incorporated ia) ell 
Hastings Railway } 


ae ' 
ildi i ille, 1880's. 
srand Trunk Railway train in front of the market building, Pinnacle Street, Bellev , 


[Mrs - TE: Marsh 7 


i C ens 

A. F. Wood of Madoc became is fo oe 
passed to an American syndicate we ue Pp vit 
many contemporary lines, this teas 

sistance of municipal governments, fe ‘ currie 
/Stantial bonuses being supplied by Hastings County, Belleville, and Ma i Pp. £13 
“Pownship, while a federal subsidy was also granted. This assistance tota 
ing more than $120,000 paid for the cost of construction, and meee 
nvestment. Construction of the railroa 
: ¢ though irregular fashion, as many as Bolden’ 
3,000 men being employed in the spring of 1877, whereas a reversal that oe 


north to the Madawaska River. 
president although control soon 
operated the iron mines. Like so 
(Was made possible through the as 


is, coupled wi 1c, led to its control passing into 
the hands of the Grand Junction Raj 


executed by A +5 - erie: Spede 
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1887 


PROPOSED OTTAWA, IRONOALE 
= AND ORILLIA RAILWAY | 


SCALE OF MILES 
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CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY 


CENTRAL ONTARIO RAI LWAY 


Z “ 
- row 
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GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY. er FF FSR FS 
PROPOSED RAILWAY LINES 


MIDLAND RAILWAY ......-- sett 


(INCORPORATING THE GRAND JUNCTION RAILWAY IN 1881) 


TO MONTREAL 


BAY OF QUINTE 


itself engaged in a fierce 


TR: competitive struggle with the Midland Railway, described by historian A. 
Pr2ei-2 WW. Currié as a “*+ather sprawling conglomeration of lines as of Lake 
Ontario” with lines running north from Toronto, Whitby, | ort Hope and 
Cobourg. The poorly constructed Grand Junction did not fare well in this 
struggle. Its lightly ballasted track was broken up by frost. upheavals 


The Grand Junction in turn soon found 


= et 


The Rathbun Company rail- 
road shops at Deseronto produc- 
ed- railway equipment in the 
late nineteenth century, includ- 
ing snow plows for the Great 
Western Railway Company and 
streets cars for the Oshawa 
Street Railway Company. 


[C-M- Lu ttman] 


following a severe winter, washouts were common, traffic declined, and 
payrolls could no longer be met. As a result the railroad was absorbed by 
the Midland Railway in 1881, pretty well completing the consolidation of 
the various independent lines north of Lake Ontario. One of the consolid- ) C“%KIC 


hae : . 5 -71-K 
ated company’s first moves was to standardize the narrow gauge lines of oe 
the Belleville and North Hastings Railway. 

In effect the consolidated Midland Railway was a branch of the ( 


Grand Trunk. To prevent the independent lines from coming under the { CUR), 
control of the rapidly expanding Canadian Pacific Railroad Company, ex, 
the Grand Trunk had encouraged the formation of the consolidated line | 7 272-4 
and had supplied funds for the Midland’s purchase of the Grand Junction. 

By 1884 two-thirds of the Midland stock was held by the Grand Trunk, and 


nine years later amalgamation took place officially. 


Although the Grand Junction ceased to exist as a separate entity, it 
remained important. The Mi 


ous ore dland, the Grand Trunk, and later the Canadian 
ce ouunued to use parts of ifs| trackasel acl ananl meahenle roe 

: € 100 ne 
from Belleville to Toronto v; i ; : 


The Grand Trunk, 
railroads were not the 
history. In the 1880’s the 
lished the Bay of Quinte 


elleville and North Hastings 
closely with this county’s 
ompany of Deseronto estab- 
er from the northern reaches 
at Deseronto. With the decline 
the Rathbun enterprises early 
y, fell into disuse until it was 
lway, which company in 1911 
nto, thereby ushering in a new 
Northern built engine shops and 


| 
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yards at Trenton and many of its cars w Page 157 
Rathbun shops at Deseronto. — oe tia constructed in the former 
eee all ablished Grand a this line could not compete 
submerged in the newly organized Gack — ae the 1920’s it was 
Another local line to become part of the ational Railway system. 

system in the 1920’s was the Central anaes a National Railway 
Trenton to Marmora and Bancroft. The Central ae operating north from 
extension of the Prince Edward Railway cea ae <a Garg iniel oct cle 
Picton and Trenton Junction. By 1884. vs C any " nich by A879 linked “ia, 
Meal tad Gn Nove es ntra Ontario Railway reached | rent? n/as, 

ill, n November 7, 1907, the citizens of Bancroft wele 1765 
this rail link to the south: Like so many other cities 1s he Ce iF oa Prom date 
Railway was planned to carry the lumber and re et f Sie ate “ 
The Bessemer Spur was intended to tie in with the ie nae a ae er 
little traffic resulted. The Central Ontario continued (6 act ou f a ae 
the Montreal-Toronto lines of the Canadian Northern Seth Gace Vio 
until it became a part of the Canadian National System. 

The fifty years prior to the creation of the Canadian National Rail- 

way had witnessed a gradual change in railroad patterns. No longer did) Meira 
all northern produce come down by road to Belleville. Railroads had given }Repert, 
the northern townships other outlets — for example the Central Ontario| Pp. 24 
to Coe Hill and Bancroft, the Canadian Pacific through Tweed, and the | 
Bay of Quinte line to centre Hastings. Following the establishment of the 
Canadian National Railway system after World War I, these lines were 
consolidated, with the exception of the C. P. R. This amalgamation would 
solve many of the problems created by the too-rapid railroad expansion 
of the 1870’s and 1900’s — the last two great instances of “railroad fever” 
in Hastings County. It would also usher in the age of the two railroad 


system in this area. 


a ; ipa ; s a major roduct 
The Central Ontario Railway Station at Bancroft, circa 1900. Lumber wa jor p 


of the area. 
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Chapter 29 
The Belleville Riot 


“<4 riot and disturbance of the peace has occurred at 
the station of the Grand Trunk Railway Company of 
(] 4 = . ro fe 
Canada at Belleville . . . in which passengers and other 


¥ 99 
trains and Her Majesty's mails have been stopped. 


(Telegram from Mayor W. A. Foster, 
Jan. 1, 1877, requesting military aid) 


For more than a century Belleville has been a divisional centre on 
the Grand Trunk Railway (now a part of the Canadian National: Hanae 
system). In that time the railway has been a valuable asset to the progress 
and economy of both the city and the county. However, on one occasion, 


labour unrest in that company led to one of the few riots recorded in 
our history — a riot that was to require the presence of the Queen’s 
Own Rifles of Toronto to restore law and order. This was the Belleville 
Riot of 1876-77. 


‘) 


ihe eve of the riot Belleville was an apparently prosperous town, 

d to become a city within a year. The economy was based on lumber- 

‘iversified manufactures such as farm implements, and railroads. The 

d Trunk Railway had announced plans for new engine sheds, passenger 

id repair sheds; and the Grand Junction Railroad was nearing 

mpletion from Belleville to Madoc Junction. Unfortunately, an ominous 
ud hung over the economy. 


\ world-wide recession or slight depression, commencing in 1873. 
ad deepened I 


ae ry 1875 to the point where the Grand Trunk announced 
slight wage reductions to engineers. Then on November 29, 1876, the 


t 


id Trunk Railway had decided not to 
engine sheds, passenger station, and 
eae eville until times improved. Because of “a contin- 
pie ion usiness and the competition resulting from the con- 
ae heel ae ee > further economies were needed, and in December 
— oe Cut its train service by abo Tentoee Pasa ares. 
duction in(staff sas ) ut twenty per cent. A similar re- 
397 engineers on th 
the remaining 

g employees were : . . 
ued to receive $3.01 a ap not cut, so that first-class engineers contin- 
ia. “Sa 2 eoy> aud remained dre bishacne 
ployees. at € highest-paid railroad em- 

; Meatre, | e 
The workers’ 


—seette ; Dec- 27 laze 
| reaction to th 
charged that the layoff h; h 
(And coming as it did o 


proceed with the erection of the new 
other tacilities at Bell 
uous stagn 


actory employment 
one has to agree). It was also 
some long employed engineers 


Aa! made, two days before Christmas, sity ie 
€ Grand Trunk System were dismissed. Wages for 
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while retaining newer and therefore less ex 
to some of the men, the Grand Trunk ha 
because they had joined the Brotherhood of Locomotive Eneineers 
gathering strength throughout North America. There SE aaa 


was some thougl 
of er ae when the announcement of the staff reductions i 
made; however, this did not materialize and on Christmas Dav. 1876 the 


Montreal Gazette happily re 
ported that rumours of a strike have “tur 
out to be entirely without foundation.” ei 


: The i, and firemen were prepared to take their grievances 
and requests to the company management. They would negotiate for a 


it clear that if their demands were not met, they would strike as of 9 p.m. 


Friday, December 29. They demanded that all dismissed engineers and !¢77 


firemen should be re-instated; that a system of arbitration should be es- 
tablished to settle problems; that in case of reduction, job preference be 
based on experience or seniority; and that no engineer or fireman should 
be fired without a fair and impartial trial. Apparently this last demand did 
not apply to foremen, since the employees also recommended the removal 
of two foremen, one of them being Adolphus D— of Belleville, whose 
“domineering and arbitary conduct”, they claimed, made it impossible 
for them to work under him. 


Hickson was not prepared to meet these demands. He had a railroad 
to run efficiently and he did not feel that the company should be dictated 


to by the recently-formed railroad brotherhoods. He did concede that, ) Muitres 


when additional men were required, preference should be given to men 


formerly employed, but the suggestion was that they would be hired in a Do.-29 


lower category and therefore at a lower salary than previously. 

e would likely be a strike commencing Friday 
evening, December 29, at 9 p.m., Hickson took preparatory ea al 
tisements appeared in the press calling for engineers to nepon on eer : 
to superintendents at Belleville and Stratford. He would ee men : 
fast as he could and use non-union members who were WI me * work. 
In short he would use “renegades” and “‘scabs’ to break the strike. 


On Friday, when it became apparent that neit 
the union would back down, the railwa 
Flovever at pum, the five still on the | 

cueeie (although in three cases the engineers inst 
p- 154 7the engines so that the passengers might 


Realizing that ther 


her the company nor 


ucted others in the operation of 
reach their destination. Not_a 
unate and the Toronto eyreported that The 


oe a ies ages 
*s now stranded 3 miles 

esterday morning oe 
reid 4 e night in the middle of a snow 


passengers were as fort 
train which left Montre 


rer t th 
from Cobourg. The passenger spent the 
i i tside co 
eee ae oe ee eal City Council bitterly oe 
oy ae j eae 
he ‘‘monstrous and illegal strike”. Even more pine i 
cle ey Ty recently appointed president of the Gran 
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ank Railway, 
Trunk Railwa}j i Halos! 


stranded as having sun 
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Gazeti?, 4 4315 one at each end of the 
Ante . = ra 
Jaw) [ men into the town to ope 
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ny strikers, and thirteen would-be 
the Brotherhood of Locomotive 


of them armed with pistols, gathere 
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d the engineers who had left the trains 
to the level of burglars”. 


elleville, the strikers put two snowplows off the 
yard. When the Grand Trunk began to move 
te the trains, pressure was applied by the 

strike-breakers found themselves joining fs 
Engineers. Strikers and sympathizers, some 


d at the Grand Trunk Station and by 


2 
their presence intimidated the company s loyal servants. 


r ( 


abe | This threat to law and orde 


\that some action must be take 


: re ; y 4 was ] N ‘ : 
974 ~\Was m no way able to do this. 


fired for physical inability, and t 


| drunkenness on duty. A former ¢ 
of constables reduced to six, one 
) 


Belleville, 1877. View 
from City Hall showing 
(left to right) Belleville 
High School, Dafoe 
House, Bridge Street 
Methodist Church, and 
St. Thomas Anglican 
Church (recently gutted 
by fire). 
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r alarmed the town magistrates who felt 
1. Unfortunately the town’s police force 
Early in December, the chief had been 
he senior sergeant had been dismissed for 
hief had been reappointed and the number 
ess than before. At the time of the strike, 


?.39 4 Station at the height of the Fes oe a crane faba Ratan 


/ their absence, S 
“the affair, So c ; 
become that thr 


This followed the th 
chief’s desk, a ane ee A 


situation of the police department 
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the local militia. Eat 
a an On Saturday, December 30. the mac; 
ayor ‘ _ A. Foster drew up a requisition ate magistrates headed by 
James Brown, M. P - ces ing upon Lieutenant-C ‘ 
ment to aid fhe aan ae fficer of the militia, to i cen 
Baate ilike eee ee in the maintenance of law and ie — 
instructed Captain dv ° z Forty-ninth Rifle Regiment, Brown “e eh 
te th pte war Harrison of the First Company to tak 3 wie 
mie Z a station, These instructions reached Captain Harri 3 ‘ aoe 
on Saturda ee son a ).m. 
y_ evening, and despite the lateness of the hour. tw ae 
men were quickly recruited. our, tw enty-fou r 


Since there was not as much as a single ball cartridge i 
the armouries, Harrison was obliged to baron ssi artridge in store at 
citizen. Then, in company with Lieutenant EW ie pro ae pera 
detachment to the railway station. Hearing ane ene ie en a 
heavily armed men were lurking about fie engine shed, bean ode 
two rounds of ball ammunition to each man with instruction that it was 

upon no account to be used without the clear and positive orders of the 
officer commanding”. Grand Trunk Railway Superintendent Davis requested 
the protection of the Rifles to assist him in the safe removal of a locomotive 
ee sheds. This was done “under cover of the Rifles with bayonets 
ixed’. 

During the rest of the night the men were kept busy in moving from 
point to point to protect the company’s servants in their efforts to replace 
the derailed cars. However, no sooner had they replaced one car at the 
eastern end of the yard than it was derailed again, while the soldiers were 
protecting operations at the western limits. At 5 o’clock on the morning of 
December 31, the Rifles again escorted an engine from the shed. This engine 
proceeded to Shannonville and returned with the eastern express which was 
protected on its entry to the station yard. At that point, Harrison felt that 
some serious acts of violence might erupt, and so the remainder of the 
company was called to the station. The soldiers now prepared to protect 
the express as it left for Toronto. The order to “fix bayonets was givens 
the soldiers surrounded the engine, and it was thus escorted to a point 
at the intersection of the switch with the main line. At that pou “the des- 
perate attempts of the mob to frustrate the efforts of the erie = 
pany . . . began more fully to develop itself Oe Both a ams Ned 
and the volunteers became objects of undisguised hatred by the shed 
for some little time they aauimmed! to be, as 1b wer, targets ngs i 
most murderous threats were hurled.” Some of the mob Lote ee . 
vers and hurled car bolts at the engine. Within fifteen ae ii 2 ta 
one of the rioters stepped behind the last soldier and passed an 1ron 


ice f ved anc engine was 
i er iner ad noise followed and the eng 

o machinery. A load peacieh 
ee cs : d the mob who now resorted to several acts 


1 i s encourage : : heehee 
ore This ae aoa Fe ei few minutes it was feared that a Serious { ¢ 4 NADA 
i oan a oes re Accordingly the company decided not to =) I p37 
oss of life would occ re : = . ack 
move the Toronto express and Harrison marched his detachment back to 

ss, 


the armouries. 
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erning the Forty-ninth’s participation later caused 
First there was the shortage of ammunition. This 
the Adjutant-General’s statement that it 
ly of ammunition in company armouries, 
tolen”. The second criticism 


Two matters conc 
considerable criticism. abies 
(criticism was partly answere y 
‘was “not prudent” to keep a supp ee 
ble to become useless or Ss 
igston army officer: 


CANADA 4 was 
?-I4 [since it was “lia ! 

~ was summarized by a Ku 
at a loss to conceive how the civil authorities allowed (the 


ahem e station at a time when the aid of the 


eg | Forty-ninth) to withdraw from the z 
aad | military appeared to be most required. 

This was valid criticism; but, in the opinion of Mayor Foster, Deputy 

Sheriff John Taylor, and other magistrates, 1t was felt that the Forty-ninth’s 

“presence could be of no immediate value. Even Grand Trunk Solicitor John 

ipa | Bell, a Belleville lawyer, stated that nothing could be done with force at 

Bee 4 ther disposal at the station. Accordingly the Forty-ninth was relieved from 

duty about 2 p.m. on Sunday, December 31, and later reports complimented 
Harrison’s men on their satisfactory performance of duty. 


The withdrawal of the Forty-ninth did not mean the end of local militia 
activity, for two hours later Mayor Foster returned to the station with two 
companies of forty men of the Fifteenth Battalion, Argyll Light Infantry, 
under Major S. S. Lazier. This was only done with the greatest difficulty 
| since the regiment had not drilled for a year, the officers did not know 
ne whereabouts of their men, many men were absent because of holidays 
| T lumbering, and others refused to turn out because of “a strong feeling 


T 


i sympathy ... for the men on strike”. 


The Fifteenth was also criticized on the basis of unfounded press 
ie that thirty per cent of the force had deserted; correct reports that 
tne company had to borrow overcoats, despite the recent issuing of more 
than one hundred to them, and Major Lazier’s tardiness in submitting a 
report because he felt “nothing of importance” happened while the men 


were under arms. As a y Pree 
| ome eae As a result of these criticisms a military investigation 
as held, the investigating officer reporting: 


Bt caw aoa (portant Pe that in the present disorganized state of the 15th 
: n them at short notice, in aid of the civil powers, would 


: ie 
~ierespntenet ind them utter ing j 

——_— erly wanting in all the requis; i ; 

PAT useful on such an op g © requisites which makes a military force 


— 


Casi : 
# | Prove vastly under Moai zeal however, the Regiment will im- 
F \ good reputation in Belleville.” Who 1s capable of commanding and has a 
At the Station : 
; : » the Fifteent . . 
it being content as long as no. attems ne eines fairly quiet, the strikers 


y could rotec 
thet aun es 


Accordingly, 
Year’s Day. 
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The Four Corners, 
Belleville, circa 1876. 


[ H-C -M- Picture 
tom P-W- Geen A 


Two hours after the Fifteenth left the station, County Attorney a 
Coleman called the local authorities together for a meeting in the Town 
Hall. It was apparent that local militia forces were inadequate to the task 
of reopening the Grand Trunk line. And the Grand Trunk could not Seat 


allowed to remain blocked indefinitely. Therefore a telegram was sent bybrrespadenes 
Mayor Foster to the Militia Headquarters in Toronto stating that because! p_ 9 
of the “riot and disturbance of the peace”, a military force was needed 


to restore law and order. 


This telegram reached Ljeutenant-Colonel W. S. Durie at 3 p.m. on } Queen's 
New Year’s Day. After confirming ‘ts authenticity and consulting the Attor-} at 8 
ney-General’s Office, Durie decided that a force of about two hundred | Reg 
would be sufficient and at 6:30 p.m. he called on the Queen’s Own Rifles wenslet 
to provide this detachment. Officers and NCO’s worked all night contacting) /7* 
the men and the next day at 7:30 a.m., 167 officers and men under the 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Otter paraded at the Old Fort at Toronto. 
Three hours later the detachment entrained from the Union Station aa 
companied by Lieutenant-Colonel Durie, who felt it necessary to pee to 
Belleville in view of the seriousness of the situation and the fact that no 
train had moved for three full days. The train consisted of two ge CANADA, 
and some eighteen or nineteen passenger cars with cies a“ ae 
Owing to threats of violence, guards were placed in the 2 IS oi eat Senn 
and at every station guards immediately surrounded i eee a a 
ders. On arrival at Sidney, seven miles from Bellew fied Oo cee 
kom asyincs aD ae et ae anette 
Mavor Foster informed Colone uri ied NS cat 
alana and reported that earlier that day he aan ed tok 
warning all parties not having business to ae oS re ceaetiaaitks 
Station “to refrain from going thereto, ee ‘a | au heeded this advice, 
local strikers, numbering about a hundred, had no 
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pee Montreal, a guard of one company 


respon 
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Queen’s Own Rifles pe cee ee oe 
i é : -m. on 
Sidney Station, arriving safely at Bele oe sae see, ees 
evening of January 2. At that time the mo g s ee 
ously disposed” persons yelled, threw stones, 1Ce, S, 
rwise opposed the soldiers. ; 
Bae ae 1 a.m. on the morning of January 3, the train proceeded on 
of the Queen’s Own being furnished, 
‘on the urgent request of the mayor. According to a ar ee this 
train was beset by strikers who attempted to disconnect the coaches as it 
left Belleville. He noted that the conductor rallied the passengers who used 
camp stools to drive off the invaders. However, according to the Mitel 
Gazette, the accounts of this unusual fight aboard the train were exagger- 
ated. “There must have been a collision between a wag and a gullible re- 
porter,” noted the Gazette—) Jan-5, 1977 J 
After the train continued on to Montreal, Lieutenant Colonel Durie 
‘ordered the other engines placed in the carefully guarded engine house. 


and the train carrying the 


7*By some unlucky means” one of these engines ran off the track in pro- 


‘ceeding to the engine-house, and the whole force was required to guard 
‘the railway men who worked on the very cold but moonlit night to repair 
the damage. It was necessary to “advance with fixed bayonets in order 
{to press the mob back”, and some injuries resulted. One man, described 


4 é : : é 
}as “a drunken fellow who took part in the disturbance’, was seriously 


\ 


‘| Queen’s Own Rifles 


/ wounded in the thigh by a bayonet, but was saved from bleeding to death 
_ by the military doctor present. Two members of the Queen’s Own Rifles 
‘suffered head injuries when struck by stones or ice. At 4 o’clock on the 
“morning of January 3, the men were relieved. They were lodged in a large 
_ boarding house near the station, the railway company supplying some 

food and small beds for the officers and men. While at Belleville, the 
apprehended one man in the act of thrusting an iron 


| bolt into the engine. The 


. the case. 


prisoner was marched with military escort through 
dged in jail. By the time he appeared for trial 
led and so the company refused to proceed with 


the crowd and safely lo 
the strike had been sett 


The settlement of the si 
and firemen to some extent. 
demands, he did agree to allow 
of personal violence. The work 
meeting would be held to settle t 
settlement grew out of a four h 
between the Grand Trunk Gene 
meeting of engineers and fire 
small hours of Wednesday 


rike represented a victory for the engineers 
Although Hickson did not grant all their 
all men to resume work except those guilty 
would be evenly distributed, and a later 
he question of wages and promotions. The 
our meeting Monday evening at Montreal 
ral Manager and strike representatives. A 
men in Toronto, Tuesday evening until the 


in the day official news of morning, approved the settlement, and later 
ae 1 news of the strike settlement reached Belleville. U ffi 
word had arrived several eville. Unottic- 
Committee of the Strikers 
had verified the settlement. 


series before, but the heads of the Belleville 
refu 


ised to allow any trains to move until they 
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Although the fir ineers w we 
g iremen and engineers were generally satisfied with the 


settlement, Grand Trunk officials were less than enthusiastic. The ceneral 
manager expressed his sentiments emphatically: : 


“The terms which have been made with the men I 
by any means satisfactory; and law and order, and that discipline neces- ( Corrs pond 
sary amongst the staff of a great railway company, in order to secure the{ 22“, , 
maximum of safety to the public using the railway, have received a rude 
shock by the proceedings of the last few days...” 


do not consider ) cANApA 


The general manager then declared that the government at Ottawa 
was responsible for this setback to the company. In a sense the federal 
government of Alexander Mackenzie was partially responsible. Mackenzie) cAN4?4 
had repeatedly refused to agree to Hickson’s request that regularly enlisted ¢ “"*+?" 

CURRIE troops at Quebec and Kingston should be used to restore train service on| >. ¢ 
CTR ‘ )the Grand Trunk, Mackenzie’s excuse being that the permanent forces could. 
—— ' “only be used in case of “war, invasion, or insurrection”. Moreover, Hick- 
tee son’s attempts to have the militia at Napanee and Kingston called out to) CUKK's 
open the line at Belleville failed. The towns would not pay the costs of | G7K 


CANADA cthe operation, and a Sunday afternoon meeting at Napanee showed that} P (97 
| Covrespond Deals appeared to be strongly in favour of the striking engineers. 5 
| ence ,f 45 
(P-A-C 
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Canadiat Tilastrated News 3 
(Mont real De-- 8/71) 360) 


The Queen’s Own Rifles, 1877. 


halon ic 
sion é lleville. At 7 o’clock 
The settlement of the strike relieved ee cor sehee) sie Helle. 
: “yt ens Uwn . 5 ‘ 
on the evening of ee eae wounded in the course of duty,)canapa, 
ville ua special Se ase al hi d their feet frozen and many others Covves~ 
while three men on engine guard We a i he hardship of sending men meee: 
had suffered frozen fingers. This illustrated the se poi: 
aati ;, anc S. 
on service in the winter without fur caps, eae llen muffler as a 
‘ a woollen t sa 
sae ifleman received a W af hate 
OF sia a S cherilte and the Grand Trunk Railway BARNARD 
vice in be , awh a couvenix medal. \ 4 » 2. 
‘ment with a silver cup and each man with 1 oe ee ee: 
sented the regimen ade from a portion of one of a ise ne gewie te) 2s 
mi , 7° Each men 
These Sone ae Belleville, 1877. Each 1 
were inscribe as. 
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. ae ee dollars in pay; how- 
Sa aeke d|so have received three y; 
, Rifles should/als cha cosieuinvolveds feeling that 


(Queen’s Ow ‘ ay 
lle council refus y ‘ 
Y ever, the Belleville council vernmenbd should bear a share of the ex- 


\the company oF the Canadian go TEAM E ace wesc 
| pense. Since the town council had called ou z 


Mm ¢ wean ated fruit- 
; F *s Own pr ly sued the town after ““repeate 
4 officer of the Queen’s Own prompt) ed f 
aera to ae the pay - - » On October 2, 1877, the Courts ruled 
fiess elfOrts Ss ee | A dtee 
(in favour of the Regiment. (SEE a 


fe te Seika provided a chance for criticism of the federal government. 


The Montreal Gazette noted: 


“The questions arising out of it = the utter helplessness of this 
country in presence of even so comparatively small mobs. . . and the 
indifference shown by the Government, remain, however, as humiliating 
memories of the last five days.” 


4 Prompted by this reaction to its policies, the Mackenzie Government 


7&4 yassed the Breaches of Contract Act, 1877, designed to protect the public 
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against unreasonable suffering in the event of another strike. 


The strike was important locally. Intimidation, violence and injury 
had taken place, leading to the revelation of the police force’s inefficiency. 
The Forty-ninth Battalion had demonstrated its general efficiency and the 
somewhat incompetent Fifteenth Battalion had begun its rebuilding pro- 
sramme under Major Lazier. Moreover, the dismissed Grand Trunk Rail- 
way employees were again employed. 


_ The role of the town officials was to be questioned since the con- 
scientiousness of Mayor Foster and the other magistrates had unwittingly 
involved the city in violence, a court case, costs of several hundreds of 
dollars, and charges that the city fathers favoured the company against 
the workers. If the city fathers had left it to the Grand Trunk Railway to 
settle its own strike, would these difficulties have been avoided? Probably 
oe men ae divisional points there had been less violence. 

y in Belleville wer ; 
thorericletate ee toe ae o ay only ae Belleville was 
fathers. Caught up ina crisis that was not of ae F : fe mbeine ae 
to it in a conscientious manner that did th ss teed eas 

em credit. 
One Canadian historian has 


strike and Belleville Riot in the summed up the Grand Trunk Railway 


Way: 


“In a sense the fuss over the 
dustrial violence was rare and 
servient, it attracted 


‘i strike was ridiculous but at a time when 


employers expected workers = 
great attention.” Nasa 
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link the Bay of Quinte to Rice Lake. In his Memoir on the Defence of Upper ig 2, 
—€anada, 1815,(Gustavus Nicolls wrote of the military advantages of such 0 
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of Cmserentien L 


The Trent Canal 


The Trent Canal project has been a subject of public 


c iticism and often of ridicule, ever since it was con- 
ceived. 


(Trent Watershed Survey, 1913) 


The Trent Canal, more properly called the Trent-Severn Waterway, is 
one of the earliest and most interesting canal systems in Ontario. Its history 
is the history of the white man in this region, and even before the coming 
of the Loyalists, the route had been an important Indian waterway. Whe es 
Indian name for the Trent River was Saggettewedgewam, a “river hard to Chewett 
follow’, and down this river in 1615 the Hurons brought Samuel de Cham- Map of 
plain on his historic visit to the Bay of Quinte. For the next two centuries [767 
this route was largely neglected, Benjamin Frobisher noting in 1785 that 
he had met only one man who had used the Trent route to Georgian Bay 
‘nstead of the Ottawa or Toronto routes, and that person in 1761. Frobisher 
and other fur traders, explorers and surveyors favoured the Toronto-Carry- 
ing Place route to the upper lakes and the Ottawa River, partly because of 
the inadequate water facilities along the Trent. 


In the early 1800's the ‘nland movement of settlers, the need for 


timber, and possible military advantages focused attention on this route. ¢}.4/t;e. 
The noted agitator and reformer, (Robert Gourlayy proposed a canal to’ 4 ccommt 


a canal from the head of the Bay of Quinte to Lake Simcoe. Five years 
later, J. W. Bannister suggested that such a canal project might pe G-WiLee? 
by a covernment-sponsored lottery or by combining that vata Ww “a get : P- 145 
ment plans, tolls on the settlers’ trade paying for the pepo f cay 
The Imperial government accepted this latter alternative : a : : : = 
surveyors were sent out to make plans for a US eit me ie aa 
military route. However, attention soon turned to the Welland Vana" s 


to link Lakes Ontario and Erie. 


It was only in the 1830’s that positive a Bey ears 
mencing the ial Late in 1833 a civil engineer, Lae Bi Sra 
a thorough report on the project based on his te e noe = ee 
system in the fall of that year. He estimated the is oa a ae a 
from the Bay of Quinte to Peterborough '0 - se ' lu Aleve (perhaps 
large expenditure would be offset by tolls charge 7 ie ociira eaten 
£6,000 a year), good access T° a Le eee OF all Upper Canada), 
' 0 

estes re ie ae Fes iad the existing method of ay aa 
ate ae by ‘perhaps, the worst of roads ia the’ province: - ee 


ction was taken towards com- 


there would be less loss of h 
‘the mouth of the Trent and navig 


4 . Following this report a short canal a 
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uman life among the ‘“‘wicked” rapids near 
ation would be possible on Rice Lake. 
t Bobcaygeon was completed in 1835 


e on the Otonabee below Peterborough. In a second 


+ (and some work was don 
‘z.JJe )report, compiled in 1839, Bair 
ing railroads could be used 
\ tions, such as the Ning Mil 

RS ae es L 


temp 


e Rapids 


aen- 
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- be necessary to j 


The Marmora | 


d modified his stress on canals by suggest- 

orarily to bypass some of the worst sec- 

directly north of Trenton. 

- -( Belleville, Bartell ig encer) 1¢55 ) - ¢opy th 
4-0.) 


SEE report 
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e - Bay of Quinte waterway. 
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et ees as plans were only partly implemented. The depres- 
eee bale ee eh $140 with political unrest led the government to a 
ended in 1839 € ,000 elsewhere. Accordingly, when work ee 
P , only the work at Meyers’ Island had been baopleted. The 


{eA 2C. 
He ae 2 es for this project had come from Ox 
ingen Ay Ob Beto t pion Sette, To = or Point Anne near Belleville 
Genel Wi eraniecedin rec te ce where ten stone cutters had been employ- 
dé Gazctle , vent eng Siete ed for two years in quarrying er re- 
Jan cae “hi eile paring the stone. Unf ariueately the Chis. 
193 holm’s Rapids were in an unfinished con- 


dition, and nothing had been done on the Nine-Mile Rapids or the Harris 
dam at the northern end of this turbulent section. Thus the first nine fies 
of the waterway could not be used by boats and the completed fediions 
were denied access to the Bay of Quinte. | | 


Moreover, the canal system faced other problems. There had been a 
loss of life during construction, and now that construction had stopped, 
lumberers were cutting holes in the dams in order to facilitate timber 
movement. This vandalism temporarily ceased in 1843 when the government 
again set out to complete the canal. Thomas McGrath was named superinten- 
dent; and from his office at Brophy’s Hotel in Frankford he supervised 
construction of a stone dam at the head of the Nine-Mile Rapids, completed 


the unfinished lock and slide at Chisholm’s and began piers and booms 
at Percy Landing, Raney’s Falls and Campbellford. 


Again the canal system was beset by problems. Construction slack- 


ened and fell off. By 1849 the works at Widow Harris’s and Chisholm’s ¢ 5“ eee 


were said to have been “shamefully neglected”. The cost of maintaining 


the booms and timber slides continued to exceed the revenue from tolls. 
Consequently in 1855 the government licensed the Trent Slide Committee 
to control these booms and slides. The committee would levy tolls on the 
timber, especially on the up system, and use this money 
to keep the works repaired. ; 
During the 1850's Hastings County Council took the lead in Boas 
for the completion of construction. Although only a small portion 3 me 
system’s 240 miles was in Hastings County, the county would reap large 


ani i Trenton W 
rewards from a successful canal, since ‘ € st ne , 
il published N= H. Baird’s earlier reports 


At considerable expense, councl er re 
on the advantages of this route and petit 
to take action. But the slowly growimg POP 
waterway did not seem to justify a large expenc”” 
time when the St. Lawrence route and the railroa 


large outlays of funds. 5 

Since the Nine-Mile Rapids and other sections of a sone cn 
were not really navigable in the late nineteenth Gicerieaes a 
hope of navigation on the rather crooked ise oa i ean a 
its main business. Slides, dams, and booms aided the desc 


per reaches of the 


ioned the Canadian government 
ulation along the proposed 
nditure in the 1850’s, at a 
d expansion required 


system 


as the southern entrance. _ 
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ONTARIO : 
The Gilmour Company, giant of the Trent River system lumber companies. 

i See Mey C-Filey ef Trenton s 
and in the 1872-73 season about 117,000,000 board feet of pine ee 
W a produced by saw mills along the Trent. The giant of pa ke 
vas the Gilmour Company, whose Trenton mill manufacture ,000, ‘ 
feet in that season. In addition, the company rafted some square ae 
lor the Quebec market. Unfortunately, as the century progressed, the timber 
stands were depleted, and by 1912 the lumber companies were producing 
less than ten per cent of what they had in 1871-72. The Gilmour Com- 
pany’s mill at Trenton ceased operations and the only major county pro- 
ducer using the Trent was the Pearce Company of Marmora with a pro- 
duction of some 450,000 feet annually. So marked was the decline in 
timber and so apparent was the mismanagement of the resources of the 


area that the Dominion Conservation Commission made an extensive study 
of the Trent Watershed regi 


ion, leading to the beginnings of a reforestation 
policy. 


g of the canal system was 
policy”. As the nineteenth 
being spent on widel 


continuing by what 
century neared its 
y separated parts of the 


icy abandoned and a determined 
‘ae effort begun to complete the proj 


ject. By 1907, another survey had con- 


ury before) rather than 
y 1910, a million dollars a year was 
| that figure was doubled, this money 
eing largely used to develop th e Ontario entrance. It was not until 
mpleted when two “cheaply-constructed 
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marine railways” wer 
Big a ere constructed instead of the last two lock 
er. [his was a wise economy. st two locks on the 


The serious declin 

e of the lumber tr 

: : pio : : rade, the absenc F anv : 

agricultural traffic in this region, and the drift of ee: any ask 
away trom 


the region especially after 1900 dict 
at ; ; J 
ee ally aa possible. ictated that the route should be completed 


. aie 7 recent years has the canal become a real asset. With the in 
ee of p eet” it attracts many visitors to this area — visitor 
: o in ee the ie help to justify the vision of the nineteenth eating 
planners who pre icted that this waterway would one day be a significant 
link between Lake Ontario and the Upper Lakes. ig 


These views at the southern 
entrance to the Trent-Severn 
Waterway show that pleas- 
ure-boaters were making 
good use of the area at the 
beginning of this century. 
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Chapter 3] 


The Late Victorians 


“The last 40 years of the 1 9th century were the great 
period of village life in old Ontario. 


(Moira Valley Conservation Report) 


The villages of Hastings County continued to prosper during the 
last decades of the nineteenth century. Some increased in ue and im- 
portance, although for the most part their growth was slower than it had 
heen in the roaring fifties and sixties. The villages and countryside adopt- 
ed a more conservative appearance as the brawling, vigorous lumber- 
men and miners gradually gave way to sober, steadfast store clerks and 
farmers. Except for the northern regions, the process of settlement had 
been completed by about 1880, and some townships began to lose popu- 


lation. 


In the northern townships there was still an air of excitement. The 
railroads opened these areas to settlement and offered several outlets for 
rade. These railways, such as the Central Ontario to Coe Hill and the 
\apance-Tamworth line to Tweed and Eldorado, were complemented by 
‘0 miles of good gravel roads by 1880. 

This improved transportation network encouraged, and was encour- 
aged by, mining ventures in centre and north Hastings. A major pro- 
ject was the Madoc ironworks, which remained in fairly continuous 
operation from 1851-to about 1880. Other iron mines also were worked 
from 1869 to the mid 1880's, when production of iron ceased for about 
Cain oneal gl rah of 1667 nd it occasional rev 
prosperity to tl 5 around’ the turn of the century) brought some 


ne mining business. From 1896 to 1903, Canadian Gold- 


sed 


f as well as large quantities of arsenic. In 


near Lime Lake as early as th 1870. (oe marl beds at Marlbank 
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Moire Ua a et ht did not empl 
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continued to lessen. ue to the county's economy 


A mechanical method for manu- 
facturing cheese, patented 1880 
by A. H. Brintnell of Hastings 
County. By 1883, this equip- 
ment was being used success- 
fully in cheese factories at Fox- 
boro, Moira, Thomasburg, Thur- 
low and Tweed. The price was 
$65 per vat, and the equipment 
was said to produce more 


cheese than by hand labour or 


any other 
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Metro Wheat farming, 
Report } activities at Confederation, the latter two soo! surpassing the first. Cheese 
P20 production increased rapidly. In 1872, a cheese board was established ? pa 
at Belleville to help market the product, and the next year, almost Bae 
By the 1890's, ees 


4,000,000 pounds were § 


were at least 33 cheese factories 
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The decline of the barley market was symptomatic of the state of 
criculture in the late nineteenth century. Although overall production 
remained constant and some industries such as dairying seemed to pros- 
igriculture was undergoing a gradual revolution. The farmer who 
had made a modest living on his small holdings now found that because 

soil depletion, increased costs of machinery, and competition from 
i} rmers working large holdings with modern machinery, he could no 
. onger survive. Consequently there was a significant movement away 
om marginal farm lands, and especially after the 1870’s townships 
_as Huntingdon, Elzevir, and Tyendinaga found their population 
steadily dwindling, a trend that has continued almost to the present. 


_ By the 1890°s, some of the villages were feeling the effects of this 
agricultural recession, as well as the impact of mining and lumber fluc- 
bag natural disaster, and the competition of a few well located 
trade and industrial centres. Incorporated as a village in 1878, Madoc 

S me s increase its population to any extent for the next 70 rea Can- 
| bushi a ea . its inability to compete with nearby Belleville 
sses, and Bridgewater and Deseronto never recovered from dis- 


astrous fires j 

f the pee te ee Tespectively. In the southern half of 
i, Mise ieee rae grew during the late nineteenth century. In the 
even this salle ea 1 LP Tweed experienced the steadiest growth, but 
era. Further = uate “Xperience a temporary setback in the 1920-30 
‘ a ptedtdé Jess) mm, the new communities such as Bancroft experienced 

ie ea Pepi! because of their nearby forests. 
f sixties peer ce ae of the count 
The railways, dairying Naame 2 prosperity and rapid growth. 
Bel den's helped. Lumber remained a ital ind’ Madoc mining boom all 
Atlas, ~ Showed Belleville to beCwonde -commodity. A special census in 1876 
p- iii oe the population onderfully large’. (about 11,120 people). 
Posed iron smelter _to expand, especially if a pro- 
ham of North Riteop ee Belleville might Lge me “Birmine. 
SPADE Ofte nearby iron mines and ever 


ys economy. In the 


ee 
SE 


—_— 
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present railroad schémes. Accordingly, th age 1 
petitioned the provincial government heel ae 
The statute took’ effect December 31 iteee elipalle eclared 4 Gi: 
dictated that the celebrations should he del > however, winter weather 
gala day began with a colourful street : ae d until July 1, 1878. That) 
by races and variou Base 1 the morn 
s sports_; ee : ming, followed | jv 
banquet based arious_sports_at_the fairgrounds in the after rae = Mine, 
5 upon Temperance principals” w noon. A civic | p. 794 
ing torch light procession fr 5 was followed by an even- 224 
ion from the market squar Bt oP 
where Professor Hand supervised a s square to the fairgrounds, 
pervised a spectacular fireworks di 
Unfortunately this . aes al 
Un y this pyrotechnic display did not usher i 
period in the new city’s history. The world dep fal lien 
: . ression of the mid seventies 
Lae felt locally, as the Grand Trunk Railroad and Siies en 
Pp were not carrying out their anticipated building projects : 
trade slackened, and after 1880 flour millin d Fe ta Se, 
: we ng and the farm yroduce 
ae trade tae The city’s population fell below the 9.000 ae 
: it was only during World War I that the figure of 10,000 was reach- 
sae This recovery was aided by the expanded dairy and cheese 
industry and the growth of diversified manufacturing. 


fathers successfully 


July 1, 1876 Belle- 
ville’s Celebration of 
Dominion Day and in- 
corporation as a city. 
Similar decorations 
had greeted Sir John 
A. Macdonald on Sep- 
tember 12, 1876. 


Although the economy of the county did not behave as the Chamber 
of Commerce would have wished, this was @ period of improvement and 
refinement in many Ways- Belden’s Atlas (1878) described the people 

of the county as “thrifty, cautious and hospitable : Many of the com 
munities were changing from rough lumbering or mining eae aie 

into villages of respectable, conservative tradespeople and Th agers Belden’ 
and order flourished. At Belleville, an eight man police force in Atlas, 


was captained by Hugh McKinnon “a name which strikes terror into pi ; 
the hearts of evil-doers’ - Drunkenness was on the wane, as re eae 

were being strictly enforced. In 1877, the local correspondent of the) ¢}.bo 
i he Belleville Opera House had aie 


Toronto Globe rejoiced that the lessee of t : 
been charged for allowing the sale of lager beer on the premises: 


¥ 
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meen 
= fined twenty dollars for selling liquor on 
ere part of a strong temperance movement 
ss much of the province. A temperance ae re the 

f Rine addressed ever-growing crowds at Peete cc Glebe 
sear gates os were held, including two in the thousand seat opera aie 
1877. Five gases ny ae prosecuted for illegal sales. The Globe Sepl-]5, 
peas ee eee shown by the large audiences, the presence | , /¢7/ 
ae an oo local minister, and the signing of the pledge b over eeu) 17, 
ae red persons, among them ‘several hard drinkers”. This |" “ 26, 
Ses resulted in the creation of Rine Temperance Clubs for the 16 
county: the Belleville club, under the presidency of Billa Flint, met every. 


Monday evening. : 
Public support was also behind several other endeavours. In elle f 5 


hotel-keeper at Tweed was 
Sunday. These prosecutions W 
then sweeping acro 


a well-attended meeting at the Grand Trunk Station reorganized the Belle- { Nev- 30, 
ville Mechanics Institute, which had ceased operations in the 1860’s. A $76 
library, reading room, and small gym were soon provided for its two 

hundred members. Lecture series were sponsored on topics from ancient 

history to phrenology, the “science” of judging a person’s intelligence eile 
and character by the shape of his head. In(1876/a grand concert opened yj, 7: 
the OddFellows Hall at Belleville. Less successful was the attempt by | 7¢ 
the Marchison Club in(1877 to establish a local museum for county resi- 

dents. Caras 


Perhaps even more significant than these attempts to “improve” the 
people of Hastings County were certain other educational events. In 1866, 
Albert College was given the power to grant the B.A. and M.A. degrees. 
the college’s standards to be as near as possible to those of the Univer- 
sity of Toronto. Reverend Albert Carman was the first principal of Albert 
College and guided the young institution until his appointment in 1874 
as bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Canada. Many promi- 
nent -Canadians received their university education at the college, among 
them three distinguished politicians: John Howatt Bell prime tinge 
of Prince Edward Island from 1919 to 1923; Sir Rodiaand Roblin, prime 
minister of Manitoba from 1900 to 1915; and Sir George William Ross, 
prime minister of Ontario from 1899 to 1905. Another Albert College 


"4 gradu: fas Franci : . 
ee uate was Francis Walter Merchant, director of education for On- 
ario and author of several high school p 


Gardiner, principal of the Ontario Sc 


from 1903 
phe hing But Names (a book explain- 


ing how Ontario’s c ) weer ae 

or d : received his de- 
om eee In 1869. Perhaps the most prominent family asso- 
| John Mac sed ae ‘alee that of John Macoun A self-taught botanist 
d “acoun was appointed professor of bo 5 e 


College in 1868. Later, he made an outst 


Canadian 
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division of the G i an 
eological i oe 
g Survey of Canada. while the latter | 
atter became do- 


minion horticulturist. O 
. ther r d 5 
who earned = ae T graduates incl = 
a wide reputation as a ee ae Ezekiel Stone Wiegins 
e weather, is 


er Lachlan Taylor B 
; urwash, and Benjami : Arctic exp] 
pastor of spiritualist ise enjamin Fish Austin. ; epee 
churches in the United States pallor i = os 
i ng his expulsion 


rom th ro hae oe 


College’s degr 
gree-granting power P : 
r was transferr = MIKEL 
at Cobour ransferred eae | 
g and later to the University of Toronto to Victoria University { ?- 122 
The establishment of the Ontario Busi “ae ; 
another important educational milestone ae College in 1868 was } 
Wallbridge were the founders 4 . Samuel G. Beatty and George } Kel 
from all par , and the school soon attr me) py 
all parts of eastern Canada, the United S : attracted students | ~~ 
? ed States, and the West Indies. 
= St tial , be 
_ Ontario School for the Deaf at Belleville, 1874. [ Omt-Arehive Ret 5/421] 
On August 20, 1870, the Ontario School for the Deaf was officially ) 
opened at Belleville, markin the beginning of a very significant chapter EL 
? S 8 8 y Sc a KEL, 
ough the school began with only | 7-124 


‘n Ontario’s educational history. Alth 
three students in attendance, the enrol 
of the first session, and in 1873 the first of several b 
took place. 

Improvement was not confined to cultural activities. The last decades 
of the nineteenth century witnessed a peak for gentlemanly sports. Boating 
and yachting were widely approved, respectable hobbies; they were 
made even more pleasant when, on_ the occasion of Queen Victoria s 
Diamond Jubilee, Belleville City Council created a waterfront park 
named after the monarch. Regattas oP the Bay of Quinte and excursions 
acrecive: Orc lock), boims Massassauga Park, or Lake-on-the-Mountain 
were the order of the day. Ashore, although “Bass-Ball” was gaining 4 
following, cricket was the approved sport. To celebrate the tenth anni- 


eventy at the end 


ment reached s 
uilding extensions 
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- Confederation, a picnic and Caledonian games were held at?) C]ibe 
wie ae the highlight was the cricket match in which the oe 
| George’s of Montreal by eight wickets, the | © “"é 


30 and 28, Belleville 78 and 30. 13,1877 


Massassauga Point; 
Belleville club defeated Dit 


final score being St. George's 


The Belleville General Hospital 
at the turn of the century. The 
decision to erect the hospital 
followed a serious train acci- 
dent in 1872, which showed the 
need for a medical centre. 


[Hem] 


The opera house was a feature of every respectable county town.) Jai), 
The Belleville Opera House, fitted up in the style of Toronto’s Grand 7%,,4,, a 
Opera House, opened in 1877. Accommodating 1,000 persons, the two-| \) 4. 
W storey building stood diagonally across from the present Corby Library.{ | 97 
Smaller and less elaborate opera houses graced the smaller county towns. 


| The late Victorians were concerned about godliness. The churches 
| grew in memberships and financial support. Some of the finest church 
. structures were erected during the late nineteenth century. 


Cleanliness and convenience were next to godliness in the eyes of 

the late Victorians. The Belleville Waterworks was constructed in 1886- 

67 and operated as a private enterprise until its purchase by the city for 

$184,000 in 1889. At that time, there were 1,000 users and 70 fire 

eee Other services provided by private owners, with the support 

4 . ioe oma were the telephone, electricity, and a street railway. Al- 
a though elleville had played a role in the development of the telephone, 

At peme pero telephone was tested in 1877 between the Ontario 
i S or the Deaf and Picton, the first commercial telephones were not 


leased by the B A See 
mrremrtl: - pee ln Company until January, 1880. From 29 $ ¢:,5+ 


tclophotic: cia haga grew to 1,000 in 1915. Originally the ? dive“ 


pen fourteen hours a day, except for Sundays Coon 


i Sat, Ra 
hen service was limited to two hours in the after 


hits Belleyi ees . noon. According to 

{ the eee rik ss Mikel, on Sunday evenings the operators ae 
s rlained each other : ay : : 

1: Two years af r over the wires by songs, banjo and guitar. 


Lena : 
4 Electric Company et telephone system was established, the Belleville 
— Miget, (with which the city Fie ee to provide electricity for are lamps, 
P14 geen and electric ¢¢ Placing the old gas lights. Unfortunately, the 
I 


c com i F ai ; 
) days, and in 1896 the Bell ‘T. ae co-existence difficult in these early 
_ pany to court, the charge baits oF one Company to 


h ok the electric com- 
at the electrical lines interfered with 
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roved. servi 2 € te oe 
p vices followed the court he; elephone system. Safe ; 
Electric and Water C earing, and by and im- 
incadescent lamps i a pany took over ea Tr y 1896 the Trenton 
s in ac stribu ae i 
ee ae seis laa businesses and homes Be ie age for 
a LS : Se ver 
steam generator ene ae novi of Trenton on the Tr aie — 
Bimota Reid dee ‘s elleville in the 1890's. Thi rent and from a 
‘eet also s ar s. This steam gener 
1894. Operating on Fro ee electricity for an Bee ae ee 
ron ° : a5 _ ‘tric railway after 
and the Grand Trunk As Bova peo Street between He rd oo 
, S ay tee . arbour 
of a i : : : is electric railway wi 
horse drawn line which operated in the 1870" a Sa eas 
s(0's, 


lleville, showing 


e Phillips-Burrows-Faulkner House in east Be 
his house shows 


‘It in 1882 by 9 prominent banker t 
{7l-) 


Nineteenth century view of th 
the entrance hall and main staircase. Bu 


late Victorian taste. 


A present reminder of late Victorian times 1s ‘ts architecture. Al- 
though these years were not altogether prosperous, low labour costs and 


skilled craftsmen meant that those families with money could build 
with mansard 


exciting houses. This was the age of palatial mansions 
roofs of coloured slate, elegant rooms decorated in the French style with 
staircases of breath- 


ornately carved and painted plaster ceilings, curved 
taking beauty, and billiard rooms whose walls were the finest examples 
of the cabinetmaker’s art. Built by prominent bankers and businessmen 
at Belleville, Trenton, Madoc, and other centres, many of these family 


homes survive, although each year more fall victim to the wrecker s 


hammer. 


eee ae eo temper aA 


¥ 
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a for tenement or Tow houses. As early 
djacent to the county court house, boast- 


‘ater to the second floor, bell-pulls, speaking 

ce 1 of hot and cold running water to : or, Pee 

ae ee d an_ attractive enclosing stone tence. S y ae 

i | ances - of six luxury tenements. 

| ; _ thousand dollars for a row of six UW 

: The late Victorian woman, although usually subservient to her hus- 

be more into her own in the late nineteenth century. In 

yas comin > min . 

Mice hand, <wee eee mers received the vote in cily elections. Simul- 
MiEL, 47994) women property owners Tc he: sim 

sociation of Belleville, then in its 


also the golden er 


Daily G This was ; 
} as 1876, the Belleville Terrace, @ 


c 


P- 14 . : ] *. Christian As 
taneously, the Womens : ee 
| fifth year of existence, was proceeding with plans for the building of 
, hospital. The association had hoped that city council would undertake 
re Spitdl. Ch 6c os 
this necessary project. However, after the city neglected and refused 
to do this, the provincial government stepped in to reclaim land on Church 
Street earlier given to the city for hospital purposes. The land was then 
sold and the proceeds used to aid the Women’s Christian Association. 
\ 
q SERVICE = 
} On the Occasion of the Funeral 
of Her Late Majesty .-.+-- 
QUEEN VICTORIA, 
Of Blessed and Glorious Memory, 
L Courtesy Hastings sib? 
Ls fe ST. ANDREW’S CHURCH, 
~6arnty /““scum— 
4 D da f BELLEVILLE, ONTARIO, 
Clonmated Vy 
| Mrs TW: Sargent J Saturday, Feb. 2nd, 1901 


4 THE CONGREGATIONS OF x 


EMMANUEL R. E. CHURCH, 

f BAPTIST CHURCH and 

: JOHN ST. PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
+ UNITING. » 


On Januar 


H is y 22, 1901 srs eee 
. officially came to an end. theese aed Ged tnd ee aac 


e had ruled for sixty-four as in mourning for the queen who 

4 subjects. Few Prey ti and’ had won the ae, and love of her 
% and most of them had lived ae He her coming to the throne in 1837, 
ri the Victorian er: ri: a Tull life knowine n . 

i 4 eat era officially had come to an 7 e other ruler Although 

gnity, respectability, poet end, its main characteristics 


anship, godliness, cleanliness, and 
lieth century foundation stones for 


gracious living would 
Hastings County, 


remain as twent 


Chapter 32 
A Leader of Men 


The story of our most distinguished citizen who found 
himself at last in a “nest of traitors” — 


Probably no single person in Hastings County mourned the death 
of Queen Victoria in 1901 more than Sir Mackenzie Bowell. As a native 
of the British Isles, a staunch supporter of the St. George’s Club, a 
grand master of the Orange Association of British America for many 
years, a leader in the movement in the 1890's to bring about closer ties 
between Britain and her empire, and finally as the prime minister of 
Canada from 1894 to 1896 (during which time he was knighted), Bow- 
ell felt a great affection and respect for the ruler during whose reign 
British enterprise and empire had expanded to the farthest corners of 


the globe. 


599994 . 
WANTED. : 


N Intelligent lad as an Ap- | + 
prentice at this Oflicee 


Mackenzie Bowell probably answered 
this advertisement in The Intelligencer, 


October 11, 1834. 


Sir Mackenzie Bowell 


1 in Suffolk, England, on December 27, 


Mackenzie Bowell was bort oe balk 


; ilv s in the Be 

. as ten, his family settled in the Bell cate 

ne ee apprentice or “printer $ devil Lace 

a inde newspaper, The Intelligencer. Rosina ae by 1850. 

| : or and sole proprietor ‘ei 

| enthusiasm, he pecan of the erowth of Belleville “ ss enaieeaied 
© eae se need for education as 4 key HO. oe opmen ; 

a “ local board of education for several years 1 


he 1850’s and 60’s. 
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st county directory in 1860- 
ants by residence and occupation, and depicting 
the future of the county in somewhat glowing, though generally realistic, 
terms. In July, 1865, Mackenzie Bowell, Billa Flint, Henry Corby, and 
other leading businessmen organized the Belleville Board of Trade, re- 
named the Belleville Chamber of Commerce in 1919. 

e into politics was in the North Riding of Hastings 
ssful, he determined to contest the seat again 
he House of Commons for North Hastings, 
292 votes. Bowell continued to represent 
as appointed to the Senate. 


To promote the county, he published the fir 


61, listing all the inhabit 


His first ventur 
in 1863. Although unsucce 
in 1867 and was elected to t 
defeating T. C. Wallbridge by 
North Hastings until 1892, the year he w 

Bowell attracted national attention in connection with the Metis 
‘nsurrection in Manitoba in 1869-70. This upheaval centred about the 
attempts—legal and otherwise—by Louis Riel to win better terms for 
the inhabitants of the Red River area of the Hudson Bay’s Compan 
Territory, which was in the process of being annexed by Canada Riel 
and his followers set up a provisional government to bargain salt the 
Canadian covernment. However, Riel was guilty of a political error in 
executing, for insubordination, a supporter of Canadian annexation 
Thomas Scott. Scott was an Irishman who had come to Hastings amen 


obi execution at Fort Garry of 

ics po touched off anti- 
olic demonstrati j 

ts Ons in the 


in the 1860's and h 

PF ses ad taken up farmi 

since he is listed as liv; up farming and probat oie 

He had icin tae ae adjacent to hs Rides after 1866, 

where his cotati with the Stirling Company of ee . ine in 1869. 

man in the hatabaae © cn had described him as th Finca pa 

also “an O on. . - about six feet two i ; e finest looking 
rangeman loyal to the bath? ore ee ns . reas was 

; , he joined a Cana- 


dian cove 
government survey 
party was under Salou cs oe heading for the Red Ri Th 
pA LP A's : f ver area i 
urveying of Wollas now, a surveyor res : : : 1s 
the Monck Pre Township and in 1866 sie in 1864 for the 
cK CU 1a ; r 
ion Road in Hastings County modes sna mey 74 of 
. s relations with 


Louis Riel, expelled from the House 
of Commons as the result of a mo- 
tion introduced by Mackenzie Bowell. 


his employer show him to have been a somewhat reckless and stubborn 
man, since he led a workers’ strike in July 1869 and at one point at- 
tempted to throw his employer into a river. This same attitude, on the 
part of Scott, irritated Louis Riel and led to his execution on March 4, 
1870. 

When word of the execution reached Ontario, there was a public 
outery largely led by Scott’s fellow Orangemen. Demonstrations were held 
at Cobourg and Belleville, and a wave of anti-Catholic feeling swept this 
part of Ontario. There were demands that Riel, a French-speaking Roman 
Catholic metis, should be brought to trial on a charge of murder. However, 
the Canadian government did not wish to encourage the agitation, and 
Riel was not brought to trial. Instead, the metis leader, seeking an am- 
nesty for the events of 1869-70, entered politics and was elected to rep- 
resent the Manitoba riding of Provencher in the House of Commons. 

fe Riel’s sudden appearance at Ottawa in April, 1874, to sign the 
d his even more sudden disappearance 
‘enzie Bowell to move that Riel should 
is. The motion was seconded by 

and passed by a majority of 

Thus Bowell took the lead 

brought before the 
e 1885 North West Rebellion in 
hn A. Macdonald to re- 


———| John Schultz, 
fifty-six, despite 
in unseating Riel. Eleven years later, 
courts in connection with his share in th 
Saskatchewan, Bowell’s advice may have led Jo 
fuse to commute the death penalty. 


In the mid seventies, a period when John A. Macdonald had been un- 
seated by the Liberals under Alexander Mackenzie as @ result of the 
“Pacific Scandal”, Mackenzie Bowell gained a prominent position = 
(‘the Conservative patty. He was an organizer of the Conservative ye 
of 1876 which are given considerable credit for the success of Macdonalc 


. si, DP 
Cr eightan, Old _/ / 


Sn the 1878 election. 
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are nex he Nation- 
ane -e picnics Macdonald preached on t ays 
Me ae tariffs, increased industry an 

prote rin 


o . -emedy for the depres- 
al Policy—the theme ental railway—as the 1 y 


anscontl ighlight of these 
cration, and a pees September 12 provided the pee a Bee 
sion. Belleville’s ae fifteen thousand people turne 

Nearly 


Ontario picnics. aa 
the Conservative 1ea | 
assing along 


‘< DAT d to the fair 
- him as his party moved 
er and cue i. “heouel the many gaily decorated 
Front say to back Macdonald and bring back 
pe 


crounds, P 
arches that called upon pat ; 
prosperity. Macdonald was elated. 


“Our Dominion for Ever.” 


GRAND 


Liberal Conservatie Nlewoustraion | 


By the members of the Liberal Conservative Party of Canada, resident in the 


BAY OF QUINTE DISTTICT, 


In honor of the Visit to Belleville of 


THE RIGHT HONORABLE SIR JOHN A. MACDONALD, K.C.B., M.P., 
One of Her Majesty’s Privy Councillors. 
HONORABLE WILLIAM McDCUGALL, CB., M. P. P., 


HONORABLE MATTHEW CROOKS CAMERON, M.P.P., 
HONORABLE T. N. GIBBS, M-P., 

W. H. GIBBS, Esq, M. P. 

THOMAS WHITE, Jr. Esq, &e. &e., 


3roadside announcing the Liberal- 
Conservative Picnic in honour of 
John A. Macdonald. 


, upon the Grounds of the West Hastings Agricultural Society, West Belleville, on 
WL Vonated to H-C-M by 

Havey Mulhall from Tuesday, 12th Sept., 1876. 

iets fic Ts aT 

ane Tiles 


Conservative success in the 1878 elect 
to the cabinet as minister of custom 
Macdonald’s “National Policy” 
industry. When Sir John A. Ma 
the cabin 
In 1893, 


hour-a-da 


ion led to Bowell’s appointment 
s, in which post he helped implement 
of increased tariffs to help Canadian 
cdonald died in 1891, Bowell served in 
ets of his Successors, Sir John Abbott and Sir John Thompson. 
he and Sir Sandford Fleming, the pioneer of the twenty-four- 
“a-day system of time reckoning, visited Australia to explore the 
possibilities of increasing Canadian trade; and a full scale conference 
was arranged for Ottawa the next year, 

Sir John Thompson’s death in 1894 stunned Canada and posed a 
leadership problem f 


or the Conservative party. Lady Aberdeen, the wife 


Residence of Sir Mackenzie Bowell, corner of Bridge and William Streets, Belleville, 1913 
EP ficGr opiey Ae. ALL —16% William Stveet- 
of Governor-General Aberdeen, wrote in her diary: “There is absolutely 
no public man in his own party who is known at present who can hope 
to replace him . . . Mackenzie Bowell was only appointed acting premier 
‘n Sir John’s absence quite in a temporary way.” Although Lady Aber- 
deen described Bowell as “rather fussy, and decidedly commonplace”, 
she also believed him to be “a good and straight man . . . (with) great 
‘deas about the drawing together of the colonies and the Empire 7 


Governor-General Aberdeen also was somewhat impressed by Mac- 
kenzie Bowell and discussed the matter with Sir Frank Smith, a Roman 
Catholic cabinet member from Ontario. Smith commented that Bowell, 
an Orangeman, “had been so careful that he had never 
Catholic”. Aberdeen summoned Bowell and suggested that he consult 
his cabinet colleagues about whom they felt should be prime minister. 
Bowell refused, believing that this would lead to bickering and dissension 
among the Conservative leaders. Aberdeen then offered the position to 
Bowell, as the man most likely and least likely to offend. 
Thus in 1894, at the age of seventy, when most men have sought rest 
in retirement, Mackenzie Bowell was summoned from his Senate seat 
and sworn in as Canada’s fifth prime minister. oh 

The new prime minister faced many problems. Supporters of rival 
candidates for leadership, especially Sir Charles Tupper; waited in the 
wings, ready to replace the chief actor on the Canadian political stage. 
From his seat in the Senate, Bowell was unable to give leadership to 
the House of Commons. A host of difficulties, many of them involving 
biculturalism, confronted him. Quebec seethed with resentment at Mac- 
donald’s\failure to save Louis Riel, and support grew for the eloquent 
young Ii eral orator, Wilfrid Laurier. To many rend Gannuse ie 
Catholics, this prime minister, a former head of the aon ! “Atel 
and a bitter opponent of Riel, must have seemed a bigoted ea on wady 
Aberdeen wrote of his inability to write letters, his failure to make UP 


to be trusted 


offended a Roman | 


- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
; 
j 


Si cree” ane wiggle ee 


chie, Belleville, 1894. 
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—> he stions, and his sense of importance: “He is al- 
1 on certain quest ” at being Premier and fancies that he can 
avs a ld’s Jeni in managing his party.” Never- 
in A. Macdona vn shortcomings as a natural leader and 
the country’s welfare above his personal 


‘his mine 
together in the 
: cenien 
emulate Sir Jo 
theless, Bowell recognized his a 
did his utmost to put pa: 
religious and racial sympathies. 


Reception to Gover- 
nor-General Aberdeen 
fourth from left) and 
Sir Mackenzie Bowell 
third from right) at 
home of Thomas Rit- 


an 7 
LUGI i 


\ major reason for Bowell’s downfall was his failure to solve 
the Manitoba School Question, a question of financial support for Mani- 
toba Roman Catholic separate schools being withdrawn by Liberal Pre- 
mier Thomas Greenway’s provincial government. Bowell introduced a 
bill in the federal parliament to restore the educational privileges of the 
Manitoba Catholics. However, this act of justice was opposed on one 
hand by the French Canadians who feared federal intervention in the 
field of education; and on the other hand by the Orangemen, who dis- 
liked Catholic separate schools. Unable to pull the diverse clementenetine 
ts n party together, Bowell found himself faced with a cabinet rebellion. 
n January, 1896, about half of his cabinet walked out. Denouncing 
asa “Nest. of Traitors”, Bowell micdinonaiaininimmeont 
but his opponents forced him to step 
Tupper, who was regarded as a better 


these conspirators 
trol of the Conse 


of party leader did not ensur 


Liberals 3 


under Wilfrid Laurier. 

Bowell was 
played only a mi 
tired to private | 
Just a few days 


ch 3 a 

cae a the A pbpaiion in the Senate, but he 
oli 

ife at Belleville es ter 1896. Ten years later, he re- 


re he died on December 10, 1917, 


before his ninety-fourth birthday. 
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" 7 is : P 
ae: brief span as prime minister and his 
ess autocratic manner in the 1890's - l 7 apparently austere, 
journalists to give hi : s have led many historians 
Hie at eee Pee ets. place among Canadian prime as 
op im as a man “li Fe sters. 
Minister”. Y : an “little qualified 
Yet 3 qualified to be Prime 
and other hist Net Hutchison describes him as “a worthy 1] 1 sone 
orian eis y loyal man , 
Se iae Wetace-iha ee had Bowell taken office in the ae 
h ee. t servative partys decline after Macdonald’s 
i might have become one of Canada’s outstandi : : nald’s death, 
d standing political le: os 
n an evel r as Ii 5 & poutica eaders. 
ne : ae ee. was a man of steadfast character, coura i ind 
Saar : ? age, anc 
is Bi is achievements in journalism and in politics entitle hi 
o be called a great Canadian. Mecce 


Belleville’s_~ 


POPPA ATLA AAA AAAAA, 


WELCOME 


Daa AAA AAI AAA AANA EAAAR AN WANE 


To her distinguished Son. 
MAROH 12TH, 1895. 


Hon, Sir Mackenzie Bowell, 5.0.0.4. 


From Belleville Schools 


See On March 12, 1895, the citizens of 
PREMIERSHIP OF CANADA. Hastings County honoured Sir Mac- 
kenzie Bowell, described by a reporter ( 


— w—a as “one of the best preserved men of 
| oe =A Ke his years in the Dominion.” 
[H-C-M- ribben tom P=. 


T-G- Wri ghtmeyer 


Lela ty Bye Belleville” 7. 
artieé Fine 74( May 7) /954) > 96(/ay 15,54). pel 


Lntelli gencer Bisa Ge “UH ; Hastings ye CAs : 25. De. - 16, 19%éa) 
leles /49 -/41 yn 787 ort 
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A Last Rebellion 
“Had I been bor 


would myself have s 
| against the neglect of gov 
sg 39 
creed of speculators. 


non the banks of the Saskatchewan, I 


houldered a musket to fight 
ernments and the shameless 


(Sir Wilfrid Laurier, 1885) 


Canada’s last great rebellion was the Northwest or Saskatchewan 
Rebellion of 1885. It broke out in Saskatchewan because the metis (half- 

breeds) and some Indians justly feared the loss of their lands. Louis 
{! Riel was at the head of these metis and Indians who on March 26, 1885, 
attacked a troop of North West Mounted Police at Duck Lake. 


Alarmed by this act of violence, the Canadian government imme- 
diately mobilized the permanent forces and militia units across the country. 
In eastern Ontario the government created the Midland Battalion, under 
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel A. T. H. Williams of Port Hope, 
| to which each local regiment was to contribute a company. At 9:45 a.m. 
i! on Sunday, March 29, the fire alarm pealed from Belleville’s market 
| tower, calling the red coated troops to headquarters. Many county militia 
members offered to carry the obsolescent Snider-Enfield rifles with 


Awaiting the return 
of the “Heroes of 
Batoche,’’ Front street 
Belleville, July, 1885, 


—— 
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Very early Mond : ‘ 
Fifteenth aie feces) of th ninety-five 
Forty-ninth Battalion (Stirli € Argyll Light Infantry and the 

: ing) of the Hastings Rifles assemb 

armoury. By ten o’clock, when they li es assembled at the 
Bete ids: af ; ey lined up to march to the Grand Trunk 

was ae im ibili ee spectators were so dense that “traffic on the str 
are te eed ee Intelligencer reporter noted: “Every eM 
ing lee lees roe ae full of faces, some sorrowful. but all admir- 
a a ie : were flying and hands were waving and from all 
q e words of good cheer. Every flag staff supported its Kink 


volunteers from the 


= 
Saas 


= 


S Soldiers from the Mid- 
: land Battalion after 
their return to Hast- 
ings County from the 
Northwest Rebellion 
1885 


ee. 


EA 


ing, while over the U.S. Consul’s office the Stars and Stripes floated 
gaily to the breeze.” Leading the local contingent was the Frankford 
band, playing “The Girl | Left Behind Me” and other appropriate num- 
bers. At the station, the troops, under Captain Thomas Lazier and Captain 
Edward Harrison, discovered that the train was an hour late, and all had 
time to say a prolonged goodbye to families and friends. 


After six days at Kingston, where they were organized into the 
Midland Battalion, the men left for the Northwest, travelling via the 
Kingston and Pembroke Railway (sometimes called the Kick and Push 
Railway) to Pembroke, and then by Canadian Pacific Railway. The Cana- 
dian Pacific had not yet completed its line, and north of Lake Superior 
the battalion had to march seventy-seven miles over packed ice and snow, 
blinded by snow storms and high winds. 

Finally, on the morning of May 9, 1885, the First (Hastings) and 
the Third (Peterborough) companies of the Midland Battalion reached 
Batoche, where they took part in a decisive battle. The local forces per- 
formed extremely well under fire. Toward the end of the encounter, 
they charged the enemy’s trenches. Said Colonel Williams: 


“That flank movement entrusted to us was SO rapidly and determinedly 
wade that it.1s admitted that by it the tide of victory was turned. Amid 
a shower of lead from the front and left flank, the red line of the eno 
pressed steadily on with British cheer and pluck, ck ne es 
‘uch on the river slope, until the proper time arrived for the rush acros: 
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nt to the houses, the capital of the rebels, a distance 


ed yds. The response to this was a noble one, and 

dit to the most experienced soldiers, as amid a 
? 

de and the cheers went up.” 


the open prairie fro 
of about five hundr 


would have done cre 
illets the charge was ma 


out waiting for orders from the general, 
<aw what Colonel Williams had accomplished by his charge, 
- him and said: “D--m them, but let them go, 
The charge not only dislodged the enemy from 
led to the capture of Batoche and Louis Riel. 


shower of bt 

This advance was made with 
who, when he 
turned to someone nea 
you can’t stop them.” 
their positions, but also 
the wounded including Lieutenant J. 
Halliwell, Corporal E. A. E. Halliwell, and Corporal M. S. Daley. Colonel 
Williams. the battalion’s commanding officer, died following Batoche 
and was buried with full military honours when the troops reached Port 
Hope. Here, the battalion was officially disbanded. The two Hastings 
County companies returned to Belleville where they were accorded a 
most enthusiastic reception on July 23, 1885, The Intelligencer reporting 
that the streets were decorated “on a scale never before known in Belle- 


Local casualties were high, 


ville.” 

So ended the Saskatchewan Rebellion, a segment of Canada’s fascin- 
ating history in which our ancestors in Hastings County played an im- 
portant role. 
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Although the North / | 
tinued to drill. At ‘Ret Rebellion of 188 


tu 
photographed outside th paces century, ab 
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Chapter 34 
A Little Learning 


“Under the present system, every i i 
j , every idle ragged child 
in the streets, by washing his face and hands, and pre- 
senting himself to the free school of his ward, can 
receive the same benefit as the rest.” . 


(Susanna Moodie. 1852) 


fe Education has come a long way since pioneer days. Before 1800, 
| if one could read, sign his own name, and cast (reckon) interest, it 
| was looked upon as quite sufficient”. What additional education there 
was In the typical Loyalist home probably resembled that of the early 
_ resident who wrote that the knowledge he gained was from his mother 
| “‘who would, of an evening, relate events of the American rebellion, and 
the happy lives people once led under British laws and protection pre- 
vious to the outbreak”. 


The majority of the United Empire Loyalists who settled this area 
are said to have “possessed but limited education” and many believed 
that learning might have a “bad effect upon the young, disqualifying 
them for the plain duties of husbandry” (farming). Also the sparse 
settlement throughout most of the Quinte district made it difficult to form 
good schools. The one exception was the village of Kingston where a 
number of educated persons had settled, and an academy had been open- 
ed in May, 1786, by Reverend John Stuart. 


As settlement along the Bay of Quinte grew and life became more 
| complex, there was a greater demand for formal education. | nfortunately, 
little is known about the first schools in the county and it Is difficult 
_to say just who was the first local teacher. Possibly the honour went 
_to John Binninger, who was schoolmaster to the Mohawk poe 
_Tyendinaga from 1792 to 1795. Binninger s successor 1n 1796 was ‘ie 
‘liam Bell of Thurlow, a British soldier in the American Revolutionary 
| War who had come to Canada shortly after peace was deglareth, ete 
| near the mouth of the Moira River where he opened a store hetare H 
| Both pioneer teachers were paid by an English ie gens 
carry on this work, Bell’s salary being £30 a year in at ( ie to aenese, 
Instructions issued to William Bell in 1796 were typlce ike 
| given to other early teachers. Discipline was to be ee ony een 
was to see “that Prayers are read, night and morning, ae cS n 
are taught the Lord’s Prayer, Creed, and Ten ade : cag fe 
Further, he was warned “that cattle may not be ar : a es 
school”. The cattle evidently were visitors after regu ao Sayan 
In addition to instructing the pupils, Bell was also ie ae ee sien 
was kept clean, and that the wood belonging to * He Ler 
school hours. The room was Tok techeagemplace Or (DUE . 


‘yen would affront others, 
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Tl ly regular school book used was the primer, sae had been 
ne only reguta® * O occasion ell was sup- 
Slpeale e. n one > 

sercle into the Mohawk languag ' : pet : 

ores eal half a dozen of these books, which he sabi Nee 

plied with 0 Yn wicposeol es DF giving them to any particular ¢ ild- 

“at a loss how to dispos ad Ween enough for the whole children 
. 99 

t will come to school in the summer.” The 


ave reason to expec 
that I have hool was the New Testament. 


other important book in the sc 
William Bell lived at a time when school attendance ae a oe 
pulsory and he met a not uncommon fate. Attendance at the se ee i 
off. and by 1802 the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, which 
had been paying his salary, decided to discontinue the school, at least 


temporarily. 
William Bell then returned to Meyers’ Creek (Belleville), where 
he is said to have taught students at the back of his store. Another pio- 


neer teacher was Reverend William Wright, a Presbyterian minister, who | CANW/ 


: : 939 
is reported to have kept a school in Belleville about 1805. ef? 39 
{ P-A-C- WANTED. 
oR a A SCHOOL TEACHER. The Trustees of 
Vi cte rie School Division No. 8. 1st concesston of Sidney, 
Tae in the Victoria District, will pay a good Salary to 
Cc hronicle ; a Competent Teacher of the English Language, 
TOT iG and other branches usually taught in Common 
Apt i af 1847 Schools. 
IW) ._+e f None buta person of sober hubits and good 
e Ad 
Le yy 1947 7 character need apply. 
should be (847 | ELIJAH KETCHESON. 


SIMEON OSTROM. TRUSTEES. 
HENRY JONES. 


ist Concession of Sidney, March 6, 1827. 33w4 


i 


_ Qualified “teachers were in short supply because of low salaries, 
little chance for advancement, non-existent training facilities, and a govy- 
ane aye which excluded schoolmasters from the United States, 
sat eee oNG ee 4 tole 
: eet” ae oe into the tender minds of the youth 
vane Nee a eo oe of : setting apart for school teachers such 
ual labour, without As re aa : ee | pate ae! ores ee men 
Gd kee y regard to their natural or acquired capabilities”, 
0 netp the prestige of the pedagogue. Histori ili 
niff noted that he had studied und : ae nore ale eae 
under one teache ificati 
to teach consisted of his lameness. ce ae 
. . pe nl 
Education took a major step forward in (8 
ament passed an act making it le 
town, or township to start 


€ local residents could obtain and 
British subject). On October 17, 
selected their board, and Henry H. 
chool on the west side of Pinnacle 
first concession of Sidney Township, 


r (who must be a 
of Belleville 

aster of the s 
d one in the 


1816; the inhabitants 
Ansley was named m 
Street. This school an 


MIKEL 
P1049 


a 


br 
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which after about 1796 received pupils 
were the onl a 
etic ee ie i ial schools in the county in 1816-17. Between 
ae ae out seventy students, who were instructed in literatur 
reading, writing, arithmetic and English srammar icipmeaahe 
oD - 


between Belleville and Brchton., 


Funds for the Belleville and Sidney Township schools were prov; 

mainly by the scholars’ parents, although some mies ae ; tnd ‘Sah 
Midland District Board of Bancarion. established in BIG “at: ee 
This board kept a watchful eye on local proceedings, udieasitlee in 1817 
that the “use of Webster’s Spelling Book and American Athos will 
have an injurious effect on the principles of the Pupils” Fhe use af 
these American books was forbidden by the board: nly Beiich oe 


books could be used. 


What did the pupils in the early nineteenth century think of their 
schooling? Canniff Haight, who was educated in the Bay of Quinte area 
in the 1830’s recalled his school days: 

“I was sent to school early — more, I fancy, to get me out of 
the way for a good part of the day, than from any expectation that I 
would learn much. It took a long time to hammer the alphabet into mj 
head. But if I was dull at school, I was noisy and mischievous enough 
at home, and very fond of tormenting my sisters. Hence, my parents— 
and no child ever had better. ones—could not be blamed if they did send 
me to school for no other reason than to be rid of me. 


“The school house was close at hand, and its aspect is deeply en- 
eraved in my memory. My first schoolmaster was an Englishman who 
had seen better days. He was a good scholar, I believe, but a poor teacher. 
The school house was a small square structure with low ceiling. In the 
centre of the room was a box stove, around which the long wooden benches 
without backs were ranged. Next the walls were the desks, raised a 
little from the floor. - . 

“J was one of a little lot of urchins ranged daily on hard wooden 
seats, with our feet dangling in the air, for seven or eight hours € day. 
In such a plight we were expected to be very good er 2 e ate 
noise, and to learn our lessons . . - The terror of the ag was i re 
thing that could keep us still, and that often See = tage is 
and weary, we fell asleep and tumbled off the bench to be rous 
the fall and the rod. y 

“Tn the winter time the small school room was filled’ to en 
with the larger boys and girls. This did not Lig indies sree writ the 
we were more closely packed together and were either s g 
cold or being cooked with the red-hot stove. Bes 

Early education was intended more for boys ie it ae 
believe the eye-witness account of an immigrant ae ane eects 
Hutton, who wrote in 1834: “The ladies are aan tat? 
but I don’t think much of their minds from what I have seen . 


o overflowing 
for 


Dar 


HISTORIC HASTINGS 


Page 194 


answer to Hutton’s complaints, four schools for young 


As though in elleville within the next year. The first of these 


“ oS - B 
ladies were opened at we 
Awas the Private Seminary for Young Ladies: 
boas Miss Davidson, (the latter recently 
ts to take under their care 
oung ladies, the number 


“Mrs. Marshall and her sister, 

from Scotland), are now making arrangemen 
Lat | 

| 


: a 
and superintendence the education of a few y 


teenie’ | ot to exceed six or eight. 


SEZENE | “They hope, by their assiduity and attention to the moral and re- 
Avy 1, \ ligious improvement of the youth intrusted to their care, as bere 2 Te 
934 osetia and ornamental branches of education, to merit a share ol the 


patronage of the parents and guardians of young Females. 
“The house can be recommended as comfortable and. . . from its 
' elevated and pleasant situation very favourable to health—No day schol- 
ars will be admitted. 
“The board, including Washing, and the plain branches of Educa- 
tion, namely Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, English Grammar, Geography, 


History, Plain and Fancy Work. £30 per annum 
Miisich ee et oe 5 do. 
Drawing 2s se) ae 5) do. 
Prencha.42 2 7282) beeee 4 do. 


“A master will attend for Writing and Arithmetic, and Miss Davidson 


will undertake all the higher branches. The School will open in Octo- 
ber.” (1834). 


MRS. TILDESLEY’S 
SCHOOL FOR rourea 
_ & ur ED we 


——19000———— 
Witt open ia Le se , Dr. Lister’s 
Stone Laces dls the 12th inst. 
The Tams include Instruction in every Branch 
ofthe English Lasguage, Writing, and Arithmetic, 
For Boarders per Quarter, £8 00 
Day Scholars, 
Childreu under ten, 
Music, 
Young ladies attending Daseise; ae 
Mrs. Tildesley’s School in Italians i io 
1847 were supplied with French, 1 6 
bed and bedding, six tow- AN EXTRA CHARGE FOR Va@mSHIING. 
= EACH BOARDER TO BE PF 
els, a knife, a fork, and a AND BEDDING, 81x piartlnagl pe 
spoon, as well as instruc- ithe AND FOR > SPOON, 
tion in English, writing cach GUA cocaine mane 
: ely ' vance, each Quart@ consisting of El 
- ‘ond arithmetic. j mhich begins whextthe Pupil seiste, ore 
[PAC i ictoria C hranic le asec ra Feeney Lote 
June (2) 1040 ? ~ 4 A Belleville May 8th 1847. 42 


tome 
oac 
coooooco 


oh Another teacher, Miss Haskins, 
ce as French and fancy work; and Mrs 
the Anglican minister, 


advertised flower drawing as well 


d opened her house to six young ladies in 1835. ) Nev !7 


ol boards as early as 1816, public 
ial help from the government until 
£250 was the grant to be divided for 


Despite the creation of local scho 


education receive very limi i 
‘ ~very limited financ 
after 1841. In ieee for example, 


- Thomas Campbell, the widow of Pateiut, 


for an gerne i i ~ tedcher at FB T 


Tounnal of Kev Gard; =3 : : la ty ee H-c 
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school purposes i Age aye 
i bhai ae the at Bay of Quinte counties. In 1831, there were 
; uF on sc ools and one grammar school in the five ¢ ies 
of t e Midland District. After the Victoria District was set ee vi 
a senior county grammar school was opened at Belleville a i a 
ber of common schools was slightly greater, but schools remained few sat? 
after the 1841 education reforms. In 1846. the present public a v 
system was introduced, and primary education Pecan free ana ke, 


pulsory for all. 


Because of these reforms and the rapid increase in population, the 
school system took a great step forward. In 1845, there were already 
56 common schools in the county, and four years later the number had 
increased to 113. 


Common Schools in Number of ee a 
the Victoria District, Schools in Legislative Selveg. of ‘ 
1847 Operation School Grant cach cit 

Townships 
Wirunclow, 22 = 19 e11t 161 £780 10 0 
Sidney ee 19 118 17. 0 825 0 0 
VWiihe= == 8 Sh a: eats 243 10 0 
Tyendinaga ——-- Ze 138 19 4 732 10 0 
evaclonime sts 12 62 °0 5 163 10 0 
Huntingdon —-— yi aa. I 3 269 0 0 
Hungerford ——- 8 at ae 8 |. * 207. 10,9 
Marmora ___—------- 4 LC oe ae 58 10 0 
Belleville (town) — 4 a Ot] 245 0 0 
Bizevins = 2s bf | 

Toil aa 103 fPcoase J oo |. sae28. 0.0 | 


In 1850, there were 800 persons of school age in Belleville (of whom 
584 attended the common schools) and the school board decided to SE 
two new schools, instead of renting private houses for the jai = ; ie 
the education system caused complaints from some rich peep e, oe I Fp 3-4 
felt the poor should pay for their own education, and from ane eal 
isters who claimed the children would be infidels since no particular’ 


: aught in these schools. oe 
Bee o the system in 1853, | 


After the grammar schools were brought int & pon wort} Ge 
a grammar and model school were opened at Madoc for the not ae Rape 
j its jncorpor: as a village 4 
of Hastings County. At Trenton, following its SER id 3 heat 
in 1853 apse approved the asauine-al 2000, to, SUES... e- 
9 


school and two common schools. Among-the_¢ arly Se haere 
ton senior school was Dr. Adam Henry White (1846-1959) ; 


1866. He-tater wrote: 3 Wee mace 

“The trustees had appointed me without ae - sae nie’ 

. et f a joke. Althoug’ was hy 

‘ed i considered as a sort of 4 , ie 

/ = oe age I looked about sixteen. Many soe boy pupils 
wenty-o Sead D pg eat 

} Quoted ve H-C-M + V-P- Carswell, Fducatie A 

manuscript, (1937) 


~ 


"4 | 


HISTORIC HASTINGS 


Page 196 


bigger than myself and said to be hard to man. 
tol ovat : i S : 

f the girls were grown up, and very good-looking, which 
age. Many of ! : oT comer mbarrassment. The general opinion 
eS a Saati even begin to control my pupils, and that i wouldn’t 
was that 1 co ees 


last a week. 


were big fellows, much 


e county had many problems. In 1839, 
ames Gardiner decided to organize and teach a school in 
where three or four school-houses were vacant. Since 
superintendent nor trustee to act for the parents and 
patrons, Gardiner had to call his own meeting of interested patrons. Re- 
Bae eee yport, he opened his school in the Bonisteel log school, 
sap hed as “an old shack”. He “boarded around” among the 


Teachers in rural parts of th 


(Reverend ) J 
Sidney Township, 
there was neither 


which he descri 


a 


VICTORIA DISTRICT 
GRAMMAR SCHOOL, 


| PS YHE above institution will re-open on 


| © Tuesday 7th January. CHEAP TUITION 
fe SS o—— 
TERMS. THNIIL subscriber having engaged School Section 
inglish, £010 0 No: 5. at Canniff’s Mills in the Victorii 
y ting & Arithmatic 015 0 District. begs leave to inform the inhabitants of 
rammar, History, & Ge- that Village and the surrounding neighborhood that 
3 ‘ 017 6 he proposes to teach all the usual English Branches 
Loe 1 oS to the highest perfection on the following terms. 
un, Chose belonging to said section, 8s. 9d. per 


n made for absence except in Quarter Public Moncey deducted. Those belong- 
acted sickness. ing to other Sections ds., and any Parent or Guar- 


A. BURDON. dian sending four pupils, shall have one free, but 
lle 3rd Jany. 1845 no deduction for non-attendanee. 
Se eae Y His suceessas a Teacher at Canniff’s Mills is 
too well known to need any reference, and his Pues 4 
ae qualitications are indisputable haying a General ve Fy : 
I Bbc -— 7 Certificate from the District Superintendent. Y. j 
Aligencer June £9 1845, WILLIAM ARMSTRONG. a? 
Pr J Canniff’s Mills, Aug. 24th, 1848. 2 Are hiv ) 
pe tre s S , ‘ ac 4 2 . 
aes : ute at least one night in a “trundle-bed”. Gardiner wrote: 
ine sence wats - ae aos aie . . 
choo! prospered—I was really happy in my work. The Patrons 


Whe pa gat income would not suffer by comparison with those 
school kept pee d: ‘‘) In similar cases. Some people expected the 
Lamdecesaeee niet ‘o in the week and eight hours in the day ose 
moved his school nd required good manners.” Within a year, Gardiner 

oo! to the Harder school-house, which was enlarged to ac- 


vacation; however ; 
when no teaching was done. er, the teacher received no salary 


The remini 
scences of é : nes 
on education a cent John Metcalfe Willson shed an interesting light 


asburg Common Scher eee Willson graduated from the Thom- 


re held at Madoc in August, 1863, and Willson 


Ty successful, o 
S certificate despite his youth- 


ful 


Ul Sixteen years, 


The Marble School at Actinolite (Bridgewater), circa 1890, showing Senator Billa Flint (white 
beard) and James Mairs. Two walls of the school were of field stone; however the two sides 
visible from the main highway were of white marble. : 


“Subsequently, I went in search of a school. The first attempt was 
for what is, or was called ““Bird’s School’, situated a mile or so s. east 
of the village of Stoco, Hungerford, on the east side of the river. Rev. 
Mr. Fleming (of Roslin) suggested that school to me as that would 
likely be a very good school for a new hand to commence with.” 


Unfortunately, his youthful appearance and the trustees’ fear that 
he might not be able to manage “some rough boys who attended during 
the winter” led to his application being turned down. Undaunted, Willson 
then engaged to teach at “Gray’s School”, sometimes called “‘Gibson’s” 
(S.S. 23 in Tyendinaga Township) for twelve dollars a month and 
board, this position to begin January, 1864. Willson found “Gray's 
School” at a “pretty low ebb; very few being beyond the Simple Rules 
of Mathematics”. He taught there for two years and seven months, and 
earned ‘“‘a pretty good reputation as a teacher”, but “the charms of 
. . began to wear away. The dull routine of school business 
seemed to grow more monotonous”, and for a time he thought of leaving 
teaching. However, he moved to Ryan’s School, S.S. 4, West Huntingdon, 
where he taught for only a few days in September, 1866. Then loneliness 
set in and he looked for a school further south in the county. 

Willson’s next school was the Lower Mohawk School, S.S. 25 on the 
Tyendinaga Reserve. He received $132 a term and obtained board . - 
a Mohawk family at five dollars per month. There had been no : ue 
for some months,” he wrote, and “the school room looked mere - e a 
appurtenance to a barn etc., there being some corn-stalks _ Sonate 
stitutes for maps were all, with the exception of eee Sane Boh 
ing scriptural sentences that were pasted on Me He . ne : a Sane ot 
ial, that served to vary the bleary blankness © a sea : oe roved. The 
the seats were remodelled and the room was considerably imp 


teaching 
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i here, despite 
23 in Tyendinaga where, 
‘tizenry by organizing a Debating oes 
the Bee the neighbourhood a ee a 
erat i thing up. is 
done so profitably I would eve gre ae aie hei 
ay fe iene later viheu Wil eee which wealth holds at its 
EE ee improved by the means ae 
ees a ff otic ee fitted me to shine pre-eminently as a scholar; 
disposal, suilicie 


: My heart 
- fast passmg away... - : 
tunities of youth one % , Willson did 
baer A ay in my profession . . - Nevertheless 
was never 


; ; m to find some en- 
a good reputation as a teacher and did A dene ES aa 
acne -nite his frequent laments. He too cman 
joyment in it, despite his treq int being the abundance of “slang 
lif in all its aspects, his only complaint being 
rate; thal ye! 5S do et - 


in conversation. 
ar = 
P oe 


Willson moved to So! 


following year, 1" " 
his attempt to 1mpro - 
“the school room seeme 


an, 


Belleville High School, = : ; 
1880s. 
£Onterio Archives 


IL 5 F/ 3 aa r pee bbb bE Ld Et: satililiisdl ba ete! Liscdialaoss sams o 
Willson was a typical teacher in many ways. Like most young teach- 
ers, he was frequently discouraged, lamented the poor working ee 
and the lack of interest on the part of students and their parents, an 
moved frequently. Like most other early teachers, Willson performed a 


? 
real service to the community in conditions very remote from today’s 
schools. 


The parents who financed the early schools, the students who suffered 
through them, and the teachers who conducted them were all subject to the 
scrutiny of the school inspectors. In 1860, education in Hastings County 
was under the watchful eyes of two inspectors or superintendents—G. 


Mowat in North Hastings, and F. H. Rous in South Hastings. In his re- 


port to Hastings County Council for the school year 1859-1860, Mr. 
Mowat wrote: 


“The present backward condition of our Schools 
ments which obstruct their future progress; 
stance to one or other of 
ers Salary and the 
Teachers remaining 
same Schools, as wa 


and all the impedi- 
can be traced in every in- 
—The lowness of the Teach- 
too frequent change of Teachers. Only think of 


but Four months and a half, on an average in the 
s the case j 


these two causes Viz- 


n this Riding during the past year! Who 
can accomplish anything great in the short space of four & a half 
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months? And, who car . 
? és 
section, or es in tig ab The teacher feels but little interest in tl 
wet children placed under his care. He k " 
nection with either must be brief, and cont: . He knows that his 
>) 


‘ ; ontents hims E . 
along as quietly and as easily as possible ce ee eee 


a \ (i . 

e cannot, i 

and energy, sbi aa a > oss. ee 
: ession either from ea : ig 

or devo motives of phil: a 

ps, to the cause, and should one of that class hice saa 
y happen to join the ranks, he is sure to desert, at th ope y hare 

able opportunity.” sert, at the first favour- 


Carlow Township School 
circa 1891. 


Nonetheless, there was progress taking place in the seventy common 
schools in North Hastings. One of these forward steps was the organization 
of teachers’ conventions. A second was the setting up of a Board of Ex- 
aminers in North Hastings to examine prospective teachers; it was be- 
fore this board at Madoc that teachers such as John Willson appeared. 


Just what did a school inspector or superintendent in 1860 do for 


his salary, other than report to Hastings County Council? Consider Super- 


intendent Mowat’s report: 

“I have no desire to parade either myself or my services before 
the public, but as the question — What has the Superintendent of North 
Hastings, to do for his Salary? is often asked by those who may have a 
right to know, I take the liberty of stating some part of his duties.— 
He has to visit 70 or more schools during the year two times and in 
doing so has to travel a distance of at least 1200 miles, over very bad 
roads, or no roads at all.—has to meet the Board in Belleville 8 times 
a year, causing a travel of about 400 miles:—has to transmit to the var- 
sous Sections 210 Reports — and examine them when returned; — has 
to answer about 300 letters during the year, and pay his own postage on 
all that he sends and many that he receives;—has to advise in cases of 
dispute—attend arbitrations, and sign awards, even at the risk of having 


an action at law brought against Han for deine s0;—— has to examine all 
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_— to prepare questions for Examin- 
ed by the Board to do so; ~~ to prepare from the most 

ials,_—(the Reports of Trustees )— 


heterogeneous mater! 
f Superintendent, embracing answers to about 14,000 


= 99 
“+o0 numerous to mention . 


applicants for special Certificates ; 
ations when requir 
contradictory, and 
a Report to the Chie 
estions, with other duties 
| ts were voiced by the Inspector of Schools for South 
( Hastings, Frederick Rous, who noted that in connection with the School 
x Returns, he had “examined and corrected upwards of 3000 columns of 
A statistics, including a mass of nearly 100,000 figures”. Fortunately, 
i Rous also found much to praise in the school system. He noted a decided 
| improvement in reading and spelling. The teacher at Shannonville, Mr. 
Could. was commended for having prepared five or six scholars who were 
perfect in the spelling of all the words in the Third National Reader. 
Mr. Reynolds of S.S. 20, Tyendinaga, and Mr. Huffman at 8.5. 9, Thur- 
low, had also prepared their students well in spelling. For excellence in 
arithmetic, geography, history, and science, two schools in Sidney Town- 
ship stood out very conspicuously—S.S. 7 taught by Barton Gilberi, and 
S.S. 4 taught by J. Johnston. Also in these schools and certain other 
if schools, singing had been very successfully taught. Other good schools 
by in South Hastings were said to be those at Frankford, Cannifton, Smith- 
at ville (Foxboro), Roslin, and Lonsdale, as well as School Sections 16 and 
18 in Sidney and 4, 6, and 10 in Tyendinaga. 


Mr. Rous concluded his report for 1859-60: 


qu 


Similar sentimen 


BR 
Nepert 


William Mackintosh, public <chool inspector fo 
north Hastings, described (1875) a new log Pes 
erected by the settlers in School Section 5. Ban or 
Township. Mackintosh reached the school ered 
travelling 125 miles by the Opeongo Colonization 
Road and the waterways. ‘With the exception of 
the door, window sashes, and teacher’s desk.’ he 
wrote ‘the whole owes its construction to the 
chopping and broad axe. Floor, benches, and desks 
are made of planks hewn from logs. The interior 
| found scrupulously clean and ornamented with 
spruce branches. The windows, not extensive af- 
fairs, were provided with curtains formed from 
newspapers — which in every part of the province 
is a certain indication of a lady teacher . . . Much 
of its success is due to the perseverance and in- 
telligence of a few of the settlers. Mr. Whalen 
the tavernkeeper, never loses a fitting opportunity 
for pressing the claims of the school upon his 
guests.’’ As a result, wrote Mr. Mackintosh, the 
sixteen pupils, about half Protestant and half Ro- 
man Catholic, were enjoying the use of maps, 
tablet reading lessons, and other equipment. The 
students were rewarded with prizes for good work; 
and when they sang ‘’Oh So Bright’’ and ‘’March- 
ing Along’, the lady teacher accompanied them 
on the concertina. 


‘‘Indeed the Teachers as a body, in the South Riding, appear to me 
deserving of commendation as laborious & conscientious in the discharge 
of their duties. It is however a fact that many of them have had but few 
advantages in the way of preparatory training. Where Teachers have had 
the privilege of two or three Sessions at the Toronto Normal School—at 
the Belleville Seminary (Albert College) or at some similar Institution. 
the benefits are generally strikingly evidenced in the more thorough, sys- 
tematic instruction and rapid progress of their Scholars- If these qualifi- 
cations can become more common—if the weaker school sections can be 
enlarged & strengthened—above all, if the public interest in the prosperity 
of our Common Schools continues to grow stronger & deeper, we may 
hope that the beneficial results flowing from our really good system of 
National Education, will, from year to year, be more gratifying, more 
enlarged, and more enduring. 


se words were Wr Education has 
A century has passed since those words were written. Ice ‘i hi 
However. the hopes for the future of education 


expressed in 1860 are not unlike our own hopes in the 1960's. His words 
offer us a challenge for the next century. 


progressed since that time. 


Chapter 35 


Out with the Devil 


“About the only people who don’t quarrel over religion 
: F ? 
are the people who havent any. 
(Robert C. Edwards) 


ortant place in the life of the pioneer. As 


Religion occupied an imp 
: the Bible was one of his chief comforts, 


he faced the hostile wilderness, 
and God seemed very near. 

The ministers of the church were not always as readily available. 
For some years, the closest minister was Reverend John Langhorn, who 
had settled about 1790 at the site of the village of Bath in Lennox and 
Addington County. Provincial law said that only the Anglican ministers 
could conduct marriage services. Therefore Reverend Langhorn married 
many couples from Hastings County. Since he would perform marriages 
only in his church at Bath and always before eleven in the morning, some 
couples were inconvenienced. More than one wedding party, arriving at 
the church after the deadline, had to wait until the next morning for 
the ceremony. 


The Anglican Church (or Church of England) enjoyed a privileged 
position in Upper Canada after 1791. In addition to controlling the mar- 
riage rites, the Anglican Church had the use of the income from large 
sections of land called clergy reserves. The extension of the right to sol- 
emnize marriages to Lutheran and Presbyterian ministers in 1798 had 


little local impact, since there were few ministers of these denominations 
in the province. 


government agreed, and the church 
next year; it was the first Anglican 
- Reverend Thomas Campbell was the 
ge until his death in 1835. During 


) the edifice and climbed ae d Campell was said to have entered 


certain beverage. sent a messenger to his home for a 


Reverend C 
ampbell took an active role in the community. As noted 
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: elsewhere, he was responsible for improving the Education and transporta- 

as hes tion facilities in the county. Much of his own income was spent improving 

Re. gothic church and parsonage grounds and encouraging a church at the front 

vel 47 of Sidney between Belleville and Trenton. For a time he held services 

15/26 there every second Sabbath, but the congregation was never large. Metho- 


>-titien digm seemed to have more appeal for the people. 


cna William Bell’s at Thurlow. Reverend Darius Dunham preached at Meyers’ 
MIKE, SCreek in 1795, and a Methodist class was organized by 1815 under John 


P-69 (Reynolds. Since the Methodists could not hold land until 1828, the first} 
Methodist chapels were built on private land. At Belleville, for example, | MiKEL, 


after attempts in 1817 to have a section of land granted to the society 
had failed, a chapel was built about 1818 on land owned by William 
Ross. The chapel was described as a “little rough, frame building, its 
interior uninviting as its exterior—no pews, merely cedar blocks and un- 
planed planks nailed on them; the bench used by the carpenters while 
building the church served as the pulpit, and ‘tallow dips’ were used for 
illuminating purposes”. This 50 by 30 foot frame building served its 
purpose well, until a second chapel was commenced in 1831. 


Most of the early Methodist preachers belonged to the American } 


»phell, About the beginning of the nineteenth century, itinerant Methodist )CANNIFF 
preachers began to visit this area. Healy and Puffer preached at alone FZ 54 


P-63 


Methodist Church, although the British Wesleyans entered the province { CRAIG, 


after 1814. In 1821, there was a division of labour, the British Wesleyans | 


restricting their activities to Lower Canada (Quebec) and the district | 


garrison town, Kingston, while the American Methodists were left the bal-) 


ance of Upper Canada. In 1824, the Upper Canadian Methodists separa- 
ted from the Genesee Conference and became a distinct conference, affil- 
iated with the Methodist Episcopal Church of the United States. 


The remaining American connection was opposed by many Metho- * 


P - 167 


dists, among them Reverend Henry Ryan, an Irishman, who, with Rever- ) 
end William Case, ministered to Methodists on the Bay of Quinte circuit | 


from 1805 to 1815. In 1824, Ryan set up a clamour for the independence | 


of the Canadian Methodists; much of his support came from the Bay of / 
Quinte area. In 1829, he arranged the first conference of the Canadian | 
Wesleyan Methodist Church. The American conference, pressured by | 
Ryan’s withdrawal and the promise that the Canadian church would fol- | 
low the discipline of the American church, agreed to this independence. J 

The press did not treat all Methodist ministers with the same respect 
accorded to ministers today. On July 18, 1829, the Kingston paper re- 
ported: “We are requested to say, the Rev. Lorenzo Dow (commonly 
called Crazy Dow) will preach at Belleville on Tuesday next at 11 
owlock 29.4% 

The Baptists were among the first denominations in Hastings County.’ 
A considerable number settled near Foxboro in Thurlow Township satel 
erected the first Baptist chapel on the fifth concession. The local minister | 
was Elder Turner, who, before the building of the small frame church, 


‘ 


L 


ip ais 


ANNIE! 


é1V 


£}] He preached in t 


: aa oe 
/in Upper Canada. On a trip from Yor 


| land was not clear, a 
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9 - 3 Z ; 
reached at Captain McIntosh’s al Meyers’ Creek as well 
; Sidney and Colonel Bell’s in Thurlow. 

yens was a preacher of the Hicksite branch of the Quakers. 
he loft of his brother’s store in Belleville and at other 
| places throughout the county until his death in 1844 (age DI)s The 
| Quaker woe not as successful in Hastings County be they Meee in Prince 
Edward € a > years was a Li ian centre tor vari 
Edward County, which for many years was a Canadia Fas 


Quaker groups. 


is said to have 
as Gilbert’s house 1n 


( Joseph Lea 


The pioneer of the Roman Catholic Church in Hastings County was 
Reverend Alexander McDonnell (1762-1842), first Roman Catholic bishop 
k to Kingston about 1806, he cele- 
brated mass near Belleville at the house of a relative, Archibald Chisholm. 
Reverend McDonnell championed the Roman Catholic Church in the Bay 
of Quinte region at a time when that denomination was regarded unfa- 
vourably by the British government. In 1821, he supported sixty-five 
county residents who petitioned the government to have “religious tolera- 
tion extended to all denominations” and to have a grant of land “as will 
suffice for the erection of a chapel”. The result was the grant of land 
now occupied by St. Michael’s Church at Belleville. 


Ruins of the first Roman Catholic Church at Marmora — 
erected before 1830. L Wk Freeman J 


Marmora was ‘ 
as : ! 
s the site of another pioneer Roman Catholic church. 


In 1823, Charles H 
= ae S Hayes, the proprietor 
aside ten acres of the best ae of the Marmora Iron Works, set 


a church. The sum of £120 i the neighbourhood for the support of 


S raise : sth : 
futwiia tenner d by public subscription, and in 


unimportant” spot of on 


nd when th 
to take p 


1829 a small 
s chure 
small ‘ ? pee on Hayes’ grant, but rather on a 
ee Unfortunately, title to this new 
ron works were sold in 1831 the new 


owner's agent tried 
Ossession of the church. A legal dispute 


— 


EES 


Marysville Roman Catholic Church (erected 1837), now used as the parish hall. 


followed, the church was restored to the faithful flock, and the agent/ 
was bound over for twelve months for good behaviour. 

Early religious groups were very jealous of each other’s possessions. 
Consider the Presbyterians at Belleville, who in 1822 asked for a provin- 
cial land grant for a church and burying ground. The government granted 
them a one-half acre lot on Church Street, only to have the Scotch con- 
eregation return the following January asking for an additional lot. Their 
argument was that the Roman Catholics had recently received two lots 
amounting to one acre, twice as much land as the Presbyterians had re- 
ceived. The Presbyterians received their extra lot. About 1830, a small 
frame church was erected on this land, and on November 6, 1831, Reverend 
James Ketcham was inducted as the first minister. He had been sent 
from Scotland by the Glasgow Colonial Society to take charge of the local 
congregation. 

In August, 1833, the Presbyterian Church of the United States began 
to labour in the local vineyard. Lengthy meetings in Sidney Township 
led to the formation in 1835 of a new congregation consisting of about 
thirty members. 

Co-operation among the Protestant denominations in the early nine- 
teenth century was the exception, rather than the rule. A notable exception 
was the formation on February 10, 1819, of the Belleville Branch of 
the Upper Canada Bible Society. Reverend William Case was the speaker, 
and James McNabb was chairman of the meeting, which elected Metho- 
dist John Reynolds as president. A subscription was immediately opened, 
and £16.19s.2d. was collected. Within a short time, an additional 
£20 was collected in Sidney and Rawdon townships to help spread the 
gospel. 
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Valley 
7, district. He wrote: 
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.5 Jesus Christ was riding through in his 


Cy ue7 tensive missionary crusade. In 
_¢ appointed a “Travelling Missiona 
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ssociated with the Methodists, 
in Canada was held in 1805 


ligion, usually a 


feature of early re i 
A feature first camp-meeting 


} 


i) was the camp-meeting. te Gate Ryoneand other Methodist preachers 


S shore of Hay ; hose present. 
i a ee the meeting had a tremendous impact on t p 
j attended, <« 


ace, an¢ directions the songs of victory 
Bee eee ee eee followed. A favourite 
Ur along the highways. rc He 
ee lator plain in Thurlow Township, west of ame ; Lae 
Ss WaS < 3 ‘ : 
cae of fee Houses sheltered the worshippers, and Nee s fe ee 
| 1 as pulpits. According to Susanna Moodie, most of the 
ee ee : cism and religious enthusiasm; 


‘: ‘aordinary scene of fanati 
“ ited some extraordinary $s ; | ee 
| the noise and confusion were deafening. Men were preaching y 


top of their voice; women were shrieking and ae eee ae 
ie ing ir hair i -s were uttering the most frantic 
breasts and tearing thei hair, while others te g 

ries, which they called ejaculatory prayers. 


White Church Picnic, Monteagle Township, 1900. 


Religious enthusiasm was not confined to camp-meetings. In April, 
1835, a local school teacher wrote: “God has by his spirit been at work 
in Belleville. Oh! How pleasant, how blessed to meet with them in the 
room adjacent my school room and hear them speaking forth the praises 
of their Saviour . . . It is like a little Heaven below .. . It almost seemed 
at times that Belleville began to rock from centre to circumference as 

chariot of Salvation.” At Frank- 
ford, in 1840, a Christmas-eve watch-night service was described by 
Reverend James Gardiner: “The meeting was opened about 7 o’clock and 
eae Eee ae of the singing of the heavenly host. ‘Glory 
ghe all joined devoutly in that song that Christmas 
morning. It was said to have been a great meeting — doing much good.” 


___—Farther-north-in the county,the Anglican Chur 
1838, Reverend W. S 


Marmora, Madoe, Huntingdon, and 
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manner in which these simple but well meaning people greeted my return 
among them. So rejoiced did many of them appear, and so anxious to 
improve the opportunity afforded them that several accompanied me on 
foot to the different stations where duty called me, regardless of the toils 
of the way, the excessive heat, and the innumerable swarms of flies and 
mosquitoes which, in the back settlements, are at this particular season 
(June) almost intolerable. Such little incidents as these surely more than 
repay the perplexities and toils to which the Missionary 1s naturally sub- 
jected . . .” Harper’s efforts met with some success in preserving a place 
for the Anglican Church in the face of Roman Catholic and Methodist 
missionary efforts. 


The Anglican Church at Marmora, 1909. Similar views were favourite subjects for post- 
cards, and the early 1900's witnessed a craze of postcard collecting. 


Among the prominent Methodist missionary ventures of the early 


nineteenth century was the attempt to convert the Mississauga Indians. 
In 1825, Peter Jones, a Mohawk who had been converted to Methodism 
‘ at Grand River, visited Belleville. His simple, eloquent preaching reached 


the hearts of the Mississauga Indians. Reverend William Case, some- 
times called the “Father of Canadian Missions,” then decided to settle 
the Mississaugas on a reserve near Belleville, to teach them the “quiet pur- 
suits of agriculture,” and to imstruct the children in both religious and 
secular education. In 1826, Grape Island was selected as the centre for 
. this Bay of Quinte mission. 


Reverend Egerton Ryerson, the founder of the modern school system } ee 
| in Ontario, was another Methodist leader responsible for the Grape Island} Jp! ? 
missionary venture. Ryerson had encouraged Peter Jones to come to the eae: 
Bay of Quinte to preach to the Indians. It was Ryerson’s hope that Jones|<? 56 
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English so that they could receive religious in- 
rejoiced at the changes brought about 
hole tribe, numbering about 200, 
They are becoming domesticated and are build- 
line a village on one of their islands in the Bay of pes which ne ai 
squandered away in their drunken revels...” During a two wee ee : 
the Indians were said to have manufactured 172 axe handles, 57 ladles, 
415 brooms, and other articles. However, Grape Island proved to be too 
small for agricultural purposes, and the government turned over about 
3.000 acres at Alnwick in Northumberland County to this tribe of Missis- 
saugas. So ended the plans for a model Indian community at Grape Is- 
land. [ See alse: Kingston Chrenre le » De<- [30 J 

Early religion had little in common with the present Ecumenical 
Movement aimed at closer co-operation between, and perhaps union of, 
the various denominations. In the early 1800’s, religious denominations 
quarrelled bitterly with each other, and even within themselves. In 1826, 
a fiery controversy raged in the Kingston press about the success of the 
Anglican Church at Belleville. A Presbyterian declared that there were 
only about fifty Anglicans in a total village population of over six hundred, 
that there were only sixteen communicants the previous year, and that the 
clergyman preached on Good Friday to a congregation of nine persons 
(three of whom were Presbyterians). The Anglican minister replied that 


his congregation averaged close to a hundred hearers and in fine weather 
almost double that figure. 


The Anglicans and Methodists then launched a battle in print. The 
Methodists charged Anglican interference with the highly successful 
weekly prayer meetings being held in the Pinnacle Street Methodist Cha- 
pel. The Anglican minister was said to have almost immediately establish- 
ed “a weekly Ball on the same evening as near to the Methodist chapel as 
possible for the professed purpose of enticing the people away from the 
place appointed for the worship of God”. Although he was not named 
directly in this attack, Reverend Campbell thought that it must refer to 


him, since the article blamed the interference on “Rev. Mr 
of B”. The Anglicans retorted b 


could teach them enough 
struction in that language. Ryerson- 


C. in the town 


6 : : 
envious and malignant 


mind”. However, rather than take Miller to court, the Anglicans left him 


pact’s attempt to 


i7e Caveman oI ch as a state ieu- 
—~tenant-Covernor Daliomne adic church. Lieu 


nection and deplored their 
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reference to the Grape Island Mission. Gir Richard Henry Bonnycastle> 


referred to the Methodists as “the peddling /preachers from the go-ahead 
people”. Bonnycastle wrote: iis or 5 
Canada in 104€ , P- 224 


“The worst feature about Belleville in 1837 was that it was the focus 
of American saddle-bag preachers, teachers, and rebelliously disposed 
folks; but I am told that many of these uneasy loafers have left it, and 
that its character has improved wonderfully .. . It is surprising with what 
facility, in England, as well as in Canada, a saddle-bag doctor of divinity 
takes his degree . . .” 


Egerton Ryerson stoutly defended the Methodists against the Angli- 
can onslaught and showed his loyalty to the Crown by breaking with Mac- 
kenzie’s Radicals before the 1837 Rebellion. However, the Methodists ) MIKEL 
were weakened by internal rifts. After 1833, a bitter struggle between the | P o> 
Wesleyan and Episcopalian Methodists developed over the question of f «"4 


union and the ownership of the Pinnacle Street Chapel. A costly legal phe oe 
battle followed. The Wesleyan Methodists won, and John Reynolds and ee 
several others withdrew to establish a separate church. placa = 
NigePeSee UC Sundries , (236-May I¢, May 21, May Sf o-t- Il, 


Benjamin, it bitterly attacked Reverend Michael Brennan, the Roman Cath- Be a 
olic priest at Belleville, and Anthony Manahan of the Marmora Iron = = _— 
Works, whom it accused of favouring the Roman Church. The Kingston | ~ 
Chronicle and Gazette put a temporary end to the discussion when it ex-- ~jg2é 
plained that, whereas Manahan had given ten dollars to help build the | 
Roman Catholic Church at Marmora, he had given twenty dollars to the { Chronicle 
Sidney Protestant church and had allowed the Anglican minister from /«¢ Gazette 
Belleville to conduct worship services in his Marmora home. After accus-|j,.. 29. 
ing Benjamin of being a bigot, the Kingston paper revealed its own pre- if 45 
judice: “Oh, Benjamin, Benjamin! Thou has certainly conquered thy reli- ; 
ious antipathy to pork, for thou art determined to go the whole hog!!!” | 


\ —— 


Toleration soon grew. On September 7, 1837, the cornerstone was) ~~" 
. . : . A 6-«“Z. = 
laid for the new Roman Catholic Church at Belleville, and the procession >— re 
we. »2 a 
through the downtown streets was joined by “‘a large number of erp | 


table inhabitants of the town”, apparently representing several denomin- 


Moso1é, (ations. The church’s bell was tolled to mark the start and end of the day 
Heath eee ee town workers of all religion 


s: in summer these mechanics worked from 
six to six, and in the winter from seven to five. 


The churches were enjoying more equal rights. By 1831 religious] oy diy) ce 
groups (in addition to Anglican, Presbyterian and Lutheran groups) could | pep 
appoint trustees and hold up to five acres of land, and their miuisters) ante 
could conduct marriage ceremonies. These concessions were needed, since 


the Anglican, Presbyterian and Lutheran churches represented less than 


half of the people of Hastings County. 
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Among the churches to make history was the Pinnacle Street Metho- 
dist Church in Belleville. In 1832, Billa Flint organized what is sometimes 
called the first Sunday School picnic in Upper Canada, if not in the 


world. This church was also the first Methodist church in Upper Canada) MIKEL 
to use instrumental music (a bass viol) in the service. One of the first (P_ ¢4 


pipe organs built in Canada was built for the church in 1852 by Benja- 
min Nutter of Belleville at a cost of one thousand dollars. Nathan Jones, 
Nutter’s brother-in-law, played this instrument for many years at the 
Pinnacle Street Church and later at Bridge Street Church. 


By the time of Confederation there were over sixty churches in the 
county. Almost half of these were Methodist, followed in number by 
Anglican, Presbyterian, and Roman Catholic. Three Bible Christian chur- 
ches in Hungerford, Huntingdon, and Madoc represented a new denom- 
ination then making inroads in the rural areas. Two Baptist and one 
Congregational church completed the picture. 


There were far more than sixty congregations in the county by 1867. 
For example, at Cannifton there was only a single church, that of the 
Episcopal Methodists; but the Church of England held perviee in the 
Methodist Church twice monthly, and the Wesleyan Methodists held ser- 
vice in the court room every Sunday afternoon. In this way the churches 
ministered to the spiritual needs of the county’s citizens. 
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The Pioneer Press 


“The Canadian cannot get along without his newspaper 
any more than an American could without his tobacco.” 


(Susanna Moodie, 1852) 


Since 1831, the newspapers of Hastings County have kept the citizens 
‘nformed on world, provincial, and local happenings. They have served 
as public debating forums for religion and politics, outlets for the work 
of generations of poets and authors, and sources of information on vital 
statistics, prices, and fashion trends. They have preached the need for 
reform at times and at other times the need for conservatism. 


From 1810 to 1830, our “local” press consisted of the Kingston 
Gazette and its successors, augmented on December 28, 1830, by Joseph 


Wilsgn’s) Hallowell Free Press (Picton). 


er came te Bellevi le 
After 1830, a succession of papers dared to be published at Belle- 

ville and other county centres. The first was the Anglo-Canadian, which 
commenced publication at Belleville in February, 1831. It was edited by 
Dr. Alexander Johnston Williamson (1796?-1870), a poet of some sta- AC 
ture. Williamson had published the Anglo-Canadian at Niagara before ion 
1830, but in that year moved to Belleville. Early in March, he appealed res 
to Lieutenant-Governor Colborne for a loan of £50 to enable him to re-\y. Js 
commence the newspaper. Since he planned to “expose the shallowness” |. jer; Ile 
of William Lyon Mackenzie’s Radicals, Williamson felt that the provincial | p,. 5574 
government should assist him. He claimed to have 360 promised “‘cubscrib-| —55744 
ers of great respectability”, 300 of whom resided in the western part of 

Kingston the province and only 60 at Belleville. By July, 1830, finances permit- 

Chrinicle , 4sd-him to set up a hand press; however, thescarcity of printeds delayed 

Suly 24, publication for six months. Repeated advertisements in the provincial 

}¢30 press finally located two journeymen printers. The first issue was well Mess 

received. The Kingston(Chronicle) described it as “ably edited” and wished ©") 93) 
Williamson all manner of success. Cood wishes were not enough, however, 
and, like many other papers, the Anglo-Canadian came to an early end 
within the year. 


The Phoenix followed early in July, 1831, published by T. Slicer Pee 8 


The following July, the editor of the allow ell Free Press/wrote: 1332 ) 
“Queri. — Is the Belleville Phoenix, which I understand, is about 


to expire, expected to disappear in a flame, as is the custom of its an- 
cestors; if so, I think it would not be amiss to inform the public when 
its exit will take place, as it would be a great curiosity in our day, to 
witness a sight so pleasing.” 

The Picton editor did not witness this curiosity, since the final issue 
of the Phoenix had already come off the press. However, the editor did 
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[x's as f a new journal, the 
i ‘sence from the Phoenix s ashes ) j 
witness the emerg Journal. The illness and subsequent death 


Pee 

stings Times and Farmers 3 - early in 1833. 
patente meant the end of this new paper early 
of 11s 


% the Helm— 
Voi -hose motto was Justice at 
Standard of Moira, Ww : | 
oe olar star”, unfurled its pages. Although its ad oe. eae 
ee | <otony’s finest_papers> the Kingston cy, ,,,;./ 


e 


“The Editor’s genius is not atSZuly 2¢ 


press commented on the first issue ae 
all likely to set the St. Lawrence on Binet 
well Free Press carried the obituary: 
“Died. Suddenly, at Belleville a few days ago, the STANDARD OF 
MOIRA, aged 6 weeks. The Editor and Proprietor, having both run 
away.—We understand that the Estate is much involved. 
| ‘scouraged by the short life expectancy of Belleville 
hronicle and Gazetté) announced: 


On July 14, 1834, The Hallo- |¢34 


_ Somewhat d 


“The prospectus of another newspaper, by Mr. G. Benjamin, has 
appeared at Belleville, to be called The Belleville Intelligencer and Hast- 
invs General Advertiser. The prospectus is a very long one. 2. uf Uhe 
Intelligencer should have the good fortune to live six months, we will 
speak further of it.” 

i TheCHallowell Free Pres) offered more encouragement: 


“Mr. Benjamin says truly, that the Press of Belleville has obtained 
an evil name. but certain it is, that Belleville is in want of a well con- 
ducted periodical, and we hope that unlike its predecessors, the present 
candidate for public patronage, will attain to years of maturity.” 


The Intelligencer soon surprised everyone by its stamina. Despite a 
brief lapse in publication in 1839, the paper has continued to the present 
and is one of the four oldest papers in Ontario. Toronto’s oldest news- 
paper, the Globe, was not founded until ten years after The Intelligencer. 


The founder of The Intelligencer was George Benjamin, a short, CANNIE 

stout bespectacled man with a ringing laugh. A “gentleman of pen He P-Set 

ordinary ability”, according to William Canniff Ppanaen was as suc- 

cessful as a journalist as he was later as a a@inity warden and member 

Qatriod and other provincial ne ees se AE ae Bacnaea a 
Wspapers were quoting its editorials on 


such gle = ; 
a ee as the American and Canadian banking systems and voting 
Y Daliot. On the latter issue, The Intellige 


LOM ncer came out strongly opposed 
ee: pt bee reason the failure of the American ee of Pee Farris. 
nt: “We hope, never to see it j a 

; see it introduce if it i is | Nov 
the first blow of a total cae d... if it is, then there is 1934 


oe of our principles of government.” 
ster une a the business was Mackenzie Bow- 
per’s first ada. Bowell joined the staff as a printer’s 
year and by the early 1850’s became owner 
ter political controversy with the 
established in 1841. In its editor, 


Among Benjamin’s a 
ell, later prime mini 
devil in the pa 


and editor. He y 
Hastings Chron 


vas often engaged in bit 
cle, a Liberal newspaper 


THE PIONEER PRESS z se 
Abraham Diamond, he found an opponent worthy of his steel. In 1873 
the Hastings Chronicle amalgamated with The Ontario Wet in 1870 
by J. W. Carman, who earlier had published The fig dien een. Finally in 
1930, The Ontario and The Intelligencer united, creating the present Belle- 
ville paper. 


Data hol SEEN CENCE different from modern ones. For a 
eae example, ite Phoenix of February 7, 1832? was a four-page, six column 


tarts sheet, which cost its subscribers twenty shillings or four dollars a year 
1) Hastoy The only local news it contained was the statement of appropriations for 


f . 
Re Hl road and bridge contracts. Instead, it carried a lengthy article from a 


Owen iy 


The Intelligencer staff.in the late nineteenth century. 


man New York paper “On the Choice of Suitable Land for Farming”, a criticism 
an of Marshals Ney and Grouchy at the Battle of Waterloo (1815), two 
long poems by Canadian poet W. F. Hawley, and a long list of unclaimed 
letters at the local post office. Two pages of advertisements and notices 
added local flavour. William McCarty gave notice that he was “determin- 
ed to make beer of the best quality”. J cnathan E. Sleeper reminded “such 
of his customers as have left him and gone elsewhere and who have made | 
in | promises of payment after harvest that the time is near al hand”. Thomas 
ce | Coleman warned that he would prosecute “certain ill-disposed persons” 
who were “‘in the habit of destroying his fences and cutting down his 
shrubbery for fish-poles during the summer’. ge See Lutell, Dec-34 
Advertisements for medicines promised much. In (1837, leading eee : 
apothecary and druggist E. Chandler offered Smith’s Poor Man’s Cough . 
Drops as a_cure for colds, coughs, and whooping cough. The sellers of 
(Dr. Brandreth’s Pill> warned that imitations of their fine products were 
on the market. The red hot shovel test was the way to tell the real pill 


' See tutell, May 2d 1/847 
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ed hot shovel, Dr. Brandreth’s pill 
pill would resist the heat, and such 
Brandreth’s pills were advertised as 
he prevention and cure of smallpox, measles, eae fe 
rid sore throat, whooping-cough and all other ats 
vailing diseases of the season OF climate, ate a one ee 
ren”. Another notable “wonder” product was eee us Te oe 
for the “cure of Rheumatism, Piles, Salt Rheum, JIcers, a : ti 

Joints, all Scrofulous affections (tuberculosis conde paar 
Neuralgia, Old Sores, Felons, Burns, Bruises, Cuts, Scalas, Satis 
Chafes, Hard Lumps, or Tumors, and all kinds of pain, in man or. east 4 
The ladies were advised to keep a bottle of Mexican Mustang Liniment 
‘n the house, while farmers and livery stable owners would also find it 


from the imitations. Placed on a r 
would dissolve; whereas the inferior 
a pill might produce epileptic fits. 
“pre-eminent in t 
ver, erysipelas, pul 


very handy. 


Periodicals of all kinds continued to flourish, some temporarily. 
Samuel Hart’s Plain Speaker—was a focal point for events in the 1837 
Rebellion, as noted earlier. George D. Greenleaf issued The Victoria Sun 


in 1840, leading theCKingston press to comment: “We hope the light of 


the Sun, while its beams are pure, will not be darkened, by the shades 
of obscurity”. The Victoria Chronicle, later renamed the Hastings Chron- 
icle, commenced in 1841. Joseph_Wilson published the Eclectic Magazine, ) CANNIFT 
4vhich was soon followed by Wilson’s Experimenb, a family paper se 362 
signed to “draw out talent”, and so on. In 1847-48, Dunbar and Susanna 


—pen®~ Moodie edited the Victoria Magazine for him. Wilson experimented in 


PAO. 


St kee L ass 
Letter Beale 


1¢44-47 
P- 262 | 


g.+-28/4\ desire. Nevertheless Mrs. Moodie’s talents are so excelle 


SEE 


Dee -/57\Davy, who used 


C4aiTién 1 


Corby 
Library 
] 


other fields, operating a lending library (some of whose books he aa Wa)sox's 


plained had been out for a long as a year), selling books at his Victoria Experines 
Bookstore, and even doing paperhanging. 2 


___ Dunbar and Susanna Moodie were the literary giants of the district 
in the period before Confederation. They were leading contributors to 
the Literary Garland, published at Montreal in the early 1840’s. Their Wilssn's 
Victoria Magazine Cte entertaining, and cheap periodical”{ was” & érime? 
described by William Canniff as the “pioneer of Canadian literature”. Sumer 


Then in 1849, they brought out Moodie’s Magazine P1847, 
nd 


— t , a short-lived attempt °* 
(1 4 improve the mind of the citizenry. The Moodies were encouraged fa 
t ees by Bishop Strachan of Toronto, who wrote: “We are. I fear 
too little advanced as yet in this new country to appreciate literary sngrt 


as W 
we ought, therefore the support may not be as good as your friends 


nt and so gener- 


_ 


ally acknowledged that we must not be discouraged” 


(Other papers included The Ex 


the paper to furt 
ings South parliamentar 


ative opponent and len 
feated; The Expositor 
Journal Devoted to Gossip,” 


positor, published in 1857 by Benjamin 
her his election campaign in the Hast- 


y election. Despite bitter attacks on his Consery- 


gthy accounts of his own speeches, Davy was de- 


ceased publication. In 1879 the City Chit Chat, “a 
appeared briefly. Its contents included a 
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Gvaming?o John J—that “Being a married man he should not escort 
fascinating widows to church in the gallant manner he did last Sunday 
night at Madoc . . ”? John J. was advised to stay in Belleville where lie 
belonged. In 1894, merchant S. G. Retallack published a monthly per- Belleville 
iodical, the Belleville Echo. , ao 
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Throughout the county, weekly newspapers sprang up when popula- 
tion warranted it. At Trenton, The Advocate began publication in 1854. 
and The Courier a few years later, the two uniting in 1923. About 1862, 
the Madoc Mercury and North Riding News became the first paper in 
the northern section of the county. Following the gold discovery at Eldor- 
ado, it became the Madoc Mercury and North Hastings Mining News in 
1867. The North Hastings Review commenced publication at Madoc in 
1877. The Stirling News-Argus began in 1879: the Tweed News in 1887; 
and the Marmora Herald and the Bancroft Times in 1894. At Deseronto, 
the Rathbun Company published The Tribune in the late nineteenth cen- 
tury, and the Deseronto Post was a second paper. Other county papers 
have included the Frankford Advocate (1940), the F rankford Advertiser 
(founded 1956), the Stirling Leader (1915-1921), the Tweed Advocate 
(1908-25), the Trenton Quinte Sun (1923-42), and the Trentonian (found- 
ed 1925) which has taken over the Trenton Courier-Advocate. 


These newspapers have served the public well. Their continued exist- y 
ence and the development of daily and tri-weekly papers in Belleville 
and Trenton is evidence of the important role they fulfill. 
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Popular Pastimes 
“Drinking is the curse 0 
$C price of whisky places t 


1 sy mp es 29 
a every ones reach. (Susdatias aioe ammo 


f Canada, and the very low 
he temptation constantly in 


found time for recreation and social activity. 

They were hospitable, and one of their favourite activities was visiting. 
if Strangers were welcomed, since they probably brought news of other 

areas. much like the troubadours in mediaeval times. Neighbours would 
call in and talk of old times, present weather and crop conditions, and 
hy future hopes. The blazing hearth was the centre of attractive conversation, 
and the warm glow was reflected on the hardy faces of the pioneers. 
The younger children, ordered off to bed, lay in their bunks and listened 
to the talk. Sometimes, the stories were of ghosts. 


The pioneers always 


i Visits normally were made without invitations. However, there were 
some occasions when invitations were sent out, and that was when help 
was needed. Bees were held for raising houses or barns, clearing land, 
logging, or other useful purposes. The glorious supper with pot-pie, cakes, 
H} and pumpkin and apple pies was a highlight of the bee. In the evening 
there were games and dancing. 


q ___ Weddings were festive occasions. At a local wedding near Foxboro 
i) in 1807, the guests came on horseback. The ceremony was held early in 
the day and was followed by a banquet crowned with a majestic chicken 


7 i lay « : C va) ste 1 
. pie. Play and games occupied the afternoon and evening. The entire party 


— ——e 
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Mills, Mayo Township. The h 


thur. On the Picnic de and-made wooden Ferris Wheel was 
¥, @ man was drowned a few yards upstream, 


own was the village’s first, erected about 


IN Q Canoe. The house sh 


SEE  CANNIFF , Pp- 625-635, for mach additional material 


Family visiting bees, herse-racing, ae 
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spent the night housed in the parents’ homes and the next morning set 
off on horseback to Belleville. There the night was spent “in follevene 
the notes of the fiddle with the nimble feet”. The charivari or chivaree 
party is still common in the country. 


3 Anneancecd in Kikatiat Cnbens cle | Aue 22), 
Perhaps the earliest entertainment troop to visit the county was the 
circus. In August, (1825, Blanchard’s Royal Circus of Quebec played at on the 
Kingston, Hallowell, and Belleville. The performance began with a grand Pi): led 
military cavalcade by six beautiful chargers, which were trained to “lie the Chem: 
down, set up, and go through other manoeuvres”. Among the performers °» ><"! 
was Master Leslie, “the undaunted youth who will introduce a number /*** 
of surprising Feats, never attempted by any person of his age, being only 
ten years old, in which he will go through the Stirrup Tricks, and con- 
clude with the arduous task of RIDING ON HIS HEAD”. Mr. Blanchard 
performed “his wonderful Backward and Forward Feats on Two Horses, 
with Hoops, Whips, Garters”. Later, dressed in the style and costume of 
a celebrated Greek performer, Blanchard displayed “‘his wonderful 
powers with the Peacock’s Feather, Pyramids of Lights, sheet of Paper 
on Fire, the China Bow String, the Reed & Drunken Top, and the Three 
Circular Plates”. Comic songs included “Froggey Would a Wooing Go”. 


8 — 


eer oe 

The old ‘‘Alligator’’ boat “\Neslemkoon’’ and a picnic group at 
Township, circa 1900. 

Among the early animal shows to appear locally was that_of the _ ree NE 

Menagerie and Aviary of the New York Zoological Institute. On July Mingeten 

2-835, ax large number of interested persons gathered at Belleville to = 

see the elephant, black maned lion, gnu, white pelicans and other attrac- =~ 

tions. The keeper entered the cage of the African leopards, much to the oar 

enjoyment of the crowd. Barnum’s travelling menagerie of wild animals 

was another well-received visitor in the 1840’s, according to Susanna 

Elearins>-Moodie. Large handbills posted up in taverns announced the coming of 

f'70, a circus. On the morning of the performance, hundreds of little boys 

67 walked out to Shannonville to meet the troop. The circus was held in a 

large tent pitched near the Scotch Church. Light was provided by a 


the Conroy farm, Carlow 


\subjects. They usually hired th 


Winter costume of the late nineteenth 
century as worn by a Wallbridge 
youth. 


“Jaroe chandelier, composed of tin holders, filled with very bad, greasy, 
tallow candles, that in the close crowded place emit a very disagreeable 
odour”. Although Mrs. Moodie found many acts very dull, she enjoyed 
the feats of horsemanship and was amused by the man selling bull’s-eyes 
(candy) and lemonade. The show was on at two and again at half-past 
seven, the people from a distance and the younger children taking in the 
fternoon performance. The Indians were particularly fond of the circus 
ind attended in large numbers. 


In the summer of 1847, Van Amburgh’s “Grand Triumphal Exhibi- 
ion and Magnificent Collection of Wild Animals” containing the new 
id colossal “ROMAN CHARIOT . . . drawn by eight black Flemish 
horses of prodigious size and weight” and Shelton’s Famous American 
Brass Band from New York exhibited at both Belleville and River Trent 
(Trenton). Since there were more and more travelling shows making more 
ind more stops, Thurlow Township Council-in 1850 tried to regulate the 
traffic by requiring that a licence costing £7 be obtained by all showmen, 
mountebanks, jugglers, wire dancers, and everyone displaying wax fig- 
ures, wild animals, puppets, “or other idle arts”. In 1851, the celebrated 


General Tom Thumb visited Belleville. “His presence was hailed with 


enthusiastic delight, and people crowded from the most remote settlements 
to gaze upon the tiny man.” 


Travelling lecturers, mostly from the United States, spoke on all 


yher ©c the room belonging to the Mechanics Insti- 
he here, for a York shilling, they would eae on “mesmerism, phren- 
Among ritual communications,” and other topics. 
essor R., who for several nights lectured 

dackeatenichaae ee two dollars for examining 
monly profitabl pope ey a His cheap lectures proved 
P able speculation, according to Mrs. Moodie, 


who felt th 
at he charged too much for his individual examinations. She 
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Local citizens provided the great bulk of entertainment. Societies 
honouring St. George, St. Andrew, and Robert Burns held annual ees 

and celebrations. As early as 1828, the officers of the First Hastings Res) is. 
ment met fora St. George’s Dinner to celebrate the King’s birthday. Sieuiy , Chinn ele 
appropriate and patriotic songs were sung, and the evening was spent | May 2 8a 
“<with the utmost harmony and conviviality”. At another banquet, fourteen 
toasts were proposed by the chairman, followed by nine tears | 


toasts, the latter covering the Church of England, the Church of Scotland, Kings ir 
the county of Hastings, the town of Belleville, and “various internal im-| ae 
provements”. “The utmost hilarity prevailed throughout the whole, and| ek 
the clock had told 12 and the succeeding dawn began to glimmer in the|+he bexgnet 
east e’re all the faithful spirits had retired.” yc Wed, that oF 


Most men were two-fisted drinkers. Sheriff(Dunbar Moodie’ described > 
a logging bee: 


“There was a man in our town, ey Se 
In our town, in our town — LTA 
There was a man in our town, 

He made a logging bee; 

And he bought lots of whisky, 

To make the loggers frisky — 

To make the loggers frisky, 

At his logging bee. 

The Devil sat on a log heap, 

A log heap, a log heap — 

A red-hot burning log heap — 

A - grinning at the bee; 

And there was lots of swearing, 

Of boasting and of daring, 

Of fighting and of tearing, 


CUlLLet, At that logging bee.” 
Eav| Li 
CP 1a § Susanna Moodie noted that some bees were turning into “disgusting |). 
(.y _ (scenes of riot and low debauchery”. William Hutton wrote (1835) at acl, Lat 
\ pa aa a moderate man was one who did not exceed four glasses in the day. P7249 
) n the Busk) 
SUILLET : At Montreal in 1828, a temperance society had been formed and 
Early Lite, township societies soon followed in Upper Canada. In December, 1829, 
244 Billa Flint helped to organize a temperance society in Hastings County; 


at its peak it had 1,400 members. Originally these societies were against 

only whisky, rum, and brandy; however, in 1835 the first total abstinence 

society in Upper Canada was formed at St. Catharines. The same year,) 
Reverend Charles Jones lectured locally on total abstinence, and a county(}”,,;. 
society was formed. In 1829, the Midland District Medical Society attack-7,, |, /2, 

ed the problem, declaring that “ a great proportion of the chronic dis- /3/°) 
orders of the District owe their origin, either directly or indirectly, to . 
the too free use of distilled spirits”. The doctors denied “the vulgar 
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a ded to protect the users from es 
a ane and in 1852 Susanna Moodie 
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1 
Gambling was common, 


~> IC 


proprieto 


es, sows, harness, and religious book 


a The first Oddfellows Band at Belleville, 1877, 
ia cessor to the Victoria Brass Band of the 1840's 


led by Paul LaRue. This band was a suc- 


; frac Q Mave tenes) 


3 Mrs. Moodie approved of entertainment designed to elevate rather 
if than degrade. She and her husband were steadfast supporters of the Vic- 
i toria Brass Band, formed at Belleville in the 1840’s by Mr. Jackson. 
i The band’s most 


popular selections when it performed at Picton in March, 
new songs, “O Can You 


Leave Your Native Land” (poetry 
by Mrs. Moodie, music by Sheriff Moodie), and ““The Odd Fellows Song 
(words and music by Sheriff Moodie), the latter number earning ““un- 
bounded applause” also performed the “Odd Fellows 
Quick Step”, writt Houghton for the dedication of the 
new Odd Fellows’ 


1847, were two 


- The brass band 
en by Mr. W. Fle 


Hall at Belleville. 


} 
iy 
1 


Moodie, 


P-65 


The Griffin Opera House at 
Belleville was the county's 
finest at the beginning of the 
present century. Its magnifi- 
cent interior contrasted with 
its exterior appearance (as 
seen in the picture on page 
238or 


LAr) E Bell | 


W. H. Houghton was a leading county musician a century ago. In 
a vocal concert in the spring of 1846, he introduced a number of the 


‘most popular songs and ballads”, including 


y) 


mission for the performance was 2s. 6d., 
room of Dr. James Lister’s house at Belleville. nerips H 


C There were few theatrical performances in the county. Sometimes 
in which they acted the 


‘the young men got up an amateur performance 1 
\parts of both ladies and gentlemen. One of the few professional actors 
to appear at Belleville was Horton Rhys who described his stay in 1860: 


and the site was the drawing) 


“The theatre in which we played was new with a vengeance — so /— 
plaster; the lessee, a Mr. Lester, | — 


but —- ye gods: 1 never was so | 


new that it consisted of simply lath and 
did all he could to make it endurable, 
cold, and Lucille and myself to this day regret having taken fifty dols.| 
a night to play at Belleville. The audience, numerous and respectable in} 
the first night, would not turn out on the second .. . We played a third) 
night . . . to a paying audience who were kind enough to forgive our 
involuntary variations in the shape of sneezings, wheezings, and _ other 


unmusical introductions.” 

the introduction of several newspapers 
ng devices encouraged reading. Lending 
Circulating Library begun in 
hip. In its first annual report; the 


The extension of education, 
after 1831, and improved lighti 
libraries developed, including the Thurlow 
1847 by the inhabitants of that towns 

Phetutat in Hasting Connty, Museum, 
] 4. 194% 
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“The Maniac”, “The Ship/ a 
on Fire”, “The Dream of the Reveller’, and “The Gambler’s Wife”. Ad-| = 


avo 


“~ 10 


-r¥i Corby and Mackenzie Bowell, the St 
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: ad been obtained. Books 

‘brary board announced that 120 volumes ee he eee 

library a ed as being the road to knowledge, an IP : 
were acclaimed as 

“But if any please thu 

knowledge, they can have t 


s to neglect their opportunities for acquiring 
heir choice; but let them at the sae time, 
ake up their minds to exist as mere cyphers i society ; a : i 
Pee and drawers of water; to float down ol Caves up Ae oe 
of the stream, unknown, unregarded, soon to be forgotten, as y ha 


never been.’ oe ; 

Dinner parties were an important part of town life s the pith 
- canna Moodie recalled that, when she came to Belleville in 839, even- 
ieee? began at the primitive and rational hour of six o’clock, but 
oF 1850 “«nvitations are issued for eight; the company, however, seldom 
assemble before nine, and those who wish to be very fashionable don’t 
make their appearance before ten”. These evening parties always includ- 
ed dancing, and Mrs. Moodie confessed that she had never met a Canadian 
irl who could not dance, and dance well. The favoured dances were 
the polka, waltz, and quadrille; the last dance was usually the lively, 
romping eight Scotch reel, after which a splendid supper was enjoyed, 
the ladies always being served first. 

At the public balls held on the Queen’s birthday and other occasions, 
both upper and lower classes were present. There was little mixing; each 
group kept to its own set and danced alternately. 


Mr. Palmer, winner 
of the Deacon Road 
Race from Trenton to 
Belleville. Time: 76 
minutes. 


i 2 1860, a great many associations and societies flourished. At 
elleville, the list included the St. George’s Society headed by Henry 


- Andrew’s Society, Masonic lodges, 


Society, the Young Men’s Christia, “Tssoceeh Eee eee 
lectures in the winter, the Wor 
the Band of Hope consi 
county, there were Maso 
ford: almost forty Ora 


at Stirling and Trento 
Good Templars 


Madoc. Euchre 


nic lod mperance followers. In the 

odges at Trenton, Madoe, Stirling, and Frank- 

oe lodges; branches of the St. George’s Society 

* Bene eee Institute at Madoc; a Society of 

panies rece and a chess club and two cricket clubs at 
S and county auctions were other activities. 


Clear 


ep 64 
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: Cricket was perhaps the most popular sport in the Confederati 

period. Cricket teams were formed at least as early as the ee ke 

the boast of the Belleville team in the 1840’s was “Bellevill =o and_ ie 

Toronto—Cobourg—Kingston—the whole world!” The editor of ah ae paras 

ston paper once referred to the team members as “singed cats mh a MA 

to look at but very devils to go”. Although the sport Aecied ee Be Belles 


1878 there was still an excellent club, “The Belleville”, in existence.) 4,7 
The sport continued into the present century, a new cricket club being 
organized in 1903. : 


Massassauga Park across the Bay of Quinte from Belleville was a favourite excursion centre 
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The “Aletha” is shown with an ex- 


cursion group, circa 1913. meta -C- Topley annesoart 


Riding, picnics, and boating parties were popular_in the summers. _vo07/¢ 
A favourite place for riding parties, as early as the71840’s, was the Oak [°° 
Merde ee Lake near Stirling. Lake-on-the-Mountain, in Prince Edward County, 
7 i44 | was a favourite picnic spot for Sunday School groups from Belleville, 
Deseronto, and other centres. At the adult picnics, according to Susanna } 
Moodie, some pretty island in the bay or a shady retired spot on fhe! Moonie 
mainland was selected, a fire was lit, and vegetables were cooked to eat| 7. 4¢ 
with the hams, fowl, meat pies, cold joints of meat, tarts, and cakes. The 
ladies strolled about and gathered wild fruits and flowers, while the men | 
fished. There might be singing or dancing, followed by a reunion in the | 
evening at the home of one of the married ladies. 

1412 


s early as 1817, several Sidney] 5 4.1. 


Fishing was a favourite pastime. A 
Township citizens complained that some unprincipled characters saad Archives 
up the Trent River were obstructing it. The Sidney Township folk feared) **?" { 
that the salmon might abandon the river altogether. 
e was popular on the Bay of Quinte 
parties became common. In 1863, the 
k was erected in Belleville, at a cost of 1 


GWUILLET 

Early Life ,) Winter horse-racing on the ic 

Po hg (as early as the 1850’s, and skating 
county’s first covered ice rin 
twelve hundred dollars. 


— Sécono EPITION CorrecdeJ 
sal roe paerg o& this 


"Qa" should be “PS” der Fear 


STAWART 


Carlow Township ball players, 1913. 
In the 1870's, chess was played by telegraph between teams in Belle- 
ville, Napanee, and other centres.-Horseshoes) gained in popularity, and 
competitions were held throughout the county. Baseball (or bass-ball as 
it was called in an 1860 account) gradually replaced cricket in popular- 
ity. An account of a cricket game played at Belleville on July 5, 1882, 
between married men and single, noted that the game was not finished 
because of rain. It was not finished on the next day either, “as very 


MY) 


"Old Countr mu 
y Footb 
(Tyendina BY 


included: William ae Hastings County. The Melrose 
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few bachelors appeared on th 

e scene of acti | 
wise engaged”. tion. No doubt they were other- 


Canada’s national ¢ : 
we et Cane game, lacrosse, caught on in the late nineteenth 
cee EEieal s were very enthusiastic. In 1882, the Oka L ae MIKE 
ub of Bellevil e announced that its members would meet hr srt e172 
pee a six O clock for practice. A reporter commented rica Je a \P- 172 
is ear i . : eS 
nes Lee 1 not intended to interfere with the usual ae 
p . The first lacrosse match ever played in Madoe took plac ene a 


August 22, 1882, between the clerks and mechanics of the Si ( Te 
Team of that village; the clerks won. ead anon rea) rae 
one game Mr. Christie, an operator on the Grand Trunk ee ‘ions sd} ME 
insensible’’, although Dr. Dolan soon brought him ie ees 172 
crosse was moving indoors, and box lacrosse was es oe e a 
Belleville arena. More recently, lacrosse has been Sede F a ey 
sports programmes at some county secondary schools although th : 
regained its former popularity. . Se 


Marmora Lacrosse Team in the early 1900's. 


Belden’s 
Yachting gained in popularity. In 1878 it was described as the “pre-| Has 
(rage and favourite pastime of the people”. Perhaps the most famous fe 
oe yacht was the “Atlanta”, built at Belleville by Alexander Cuthbert 
/ for J. J. By Flint and C. P. Holton. She raced at New York for the Ameri- 
scan Cup in 1881, and two years later at Chicago won the Fisher Cup as 
Ythe best freshwater yacht. Later, the yacht “Nora”, owned by John Bell of 
“Belleville, held the Fisher Cup. Regattas soon became very popular, and 


in a rowing regatta on the Bay of Quinte in 1896, world champion oars- 


(man Edward Hanlon took patt. 


PEDESTRIANISM. 


ROBERT FELL, Belleville and Napa- 
Hi Young London Pedestrian, has jast nee Bicycle Clubs, at 
T arrived in-Town and he is going to walk: the Belleville market 
one hundred hours in succession, for a purse square. fF Lt.c.M- 
of ONE HUNDRED- DOLLARS, at the J 


Head Quarters Saloon, Front Street, eommen- 
evs at 10.0°clock on. WEDNESDAY MORN- 
ING, JANUARY 19th, 1859. He is to walk 
on the bedding of the Bowling “Alley, for one 
hundred hours, without sleep or rest, with the 
exception of ten minutes if erery twenty-four 
hours. There will be four gentlemen to watch 
anid ave that the featis done fairly. This young 
Pedestrian is 18 years of age, stands 5 feat 3 
inches and weighs about 120 lbs. Admittance 


125 cents. [H-C-M e ; 
Belleville, January 11, 1869. 21° | Hastings Chronicle. 
Fan 12, 1864 


a Walking (or pedestrianism as it was called) earned a following, and 
nicycle clubs and six day bicycle races were attractions late in the century. 


Iceboati : i ; eG 
i, wa was ee pleasing recreation. Sir Gilbert Parker (1862- 
ae ie ed novelist associated closely with the county, recalled trav- 
ae: twelve miles in eleven minutes on the Bay of Quinte about 1880 
a a ae ie ee on a day of days. The land white with snow, 
a ae me the shore glittering with frost, the air stirring strongly, the 
eee : pe and as bright as a diamond, the whole world open 
te Ge eee and laundered to a perfect cleanness, and 
oes Pee ie oe a noble race-course, where the sails of fie ice- 
ie eee Wee t ‘ la of arctic birds. No complicated machinery 
beneath — two ane ee wheels, no gear to change, but a skeleton 
zy : a CYross-pi ; . : 
shining sail above . . . It is a sj yPiece on which to sit — and the wide 
ckitah : a simple and primitive ¢ 
ch at you every second, and you drive d Se eee camer 
enthralled eye and fl mie own the wind with strained, 
are for first place home. That is 
on the wings of the wind.” 


4N €xcellent ace, ant 


A group of Hastings County 
excursionists is shown enjoy- 
ing the Sandbanks of Prince 
Edward County, shortly be- 
fore 1900. 


a head . . . Oscar Wilde is said to live on glistening dew drops and sun- 
flowers . . . seed merchants say here that there never before was such 
a demand for sunflower seeds. It must be the result of Oscar Wilde’s 
visit to this country . . .” Wilde’s appearance caused the hearts of many 
women to flutter. On stage he wore tight-fitting patent leather shoes orna- 
mented by large silver buckles, black silk hose, black silk knee ties, and 
a “court dress of wine-coloured velvet”. According to The Intelligencer, 
“a perfect cascade of rich lace enveloped his neck and rested on his 
breast, and his hands were partially hidden by lace ruffles”. Although his 
appearance created a stir, much of what he said, according to The Ontario. 
was “stale and stupid”. 


Perhaps no group brought the county more fame at the beginning” 
of this century than the famous Kilties Band. Organized about 1898 by 
a group of Belleville citizens dec 22. Powers,,..the Kilties Band 
visited more than twenty different countries and twice played on command 
before Edward VII (who, as Prince of Wales, had visited the Belleville | 
harbour in 1860). The forty band members wore the striking costume of 
the Kilties. When marching, the band was headed by its seven foot tall 
drum major, Donald MacCormack. 


The present century has witnessed new_and rapid developments in 
the field of recreation and social activity.Old Boys’ Reunions have been 
held at several centres. After World War I, service clubs sprang up 
throughout the district. The talking pictures replaced the silent flicks : 
radio and now television offer a variety of professional entertainment; 
and part of the appeal of local entertainment has gone. Football gained 
prominence, and the Belleville McFarlands won the Canadian and World 
Hockey Championships in 1958 and 1959. Thanks to the provincial gov- 
ernment, the Moira River Conservation Authority, and other groups, more 
facilities have been provided for those who enjoy camping, picnics, and _ 
nature hikes. Belleville historian W. C. Mikel predicted that Zwick’s Island ‘ 
would become “‘one of the most attractive park sites in eastern Ontario . | 
a prediction now being realized through the Centennial grants programme. J 


Chapter 38 
the Twentieth Century 


ngs to Canada. 
(Joseph T. Clark, 1890's) 


The Challenge of 


The twentieth century belo 


been a most difficult period for our citi- 
zens. They have experienced the effects of two devastating world wars, 
a disastrous depression, and a period of prosperity surpassing anything 
known before. : MIKEL, P- 9 

As the century began, a small contingent of twenty district soldiers 
was serving in South Africa with the British forces attempting to crush 
the Boer uprising. On their return from the South African War, the vol- 


unteers were presented with commemorative gold lockets by an appre- 
ciative city council. County Council also honoured these warriors who 


were keeping alive our proud military tradition. 


The twentieth century has 


Economic conditions were good. Cheese production in Hastings 
County was at a peak (although there was a sharp reduction in the over- 
seas trade after 1908), and wheat production also reached a peak in 


Trucking cheese to 
steamer at Belleville, 
1913. 


1900. By 190), Belleville’s gas street lights had 
electricity. The first automobiles made their ; 
Among the early owners was ee 
a wine coloured, one cylinder Pack 

car was from the rear by steps and i ues 
Sno muffler. Gas and oil 
provincial laws governed t 


all been replaced by 
ance on district roads. 


€ grouped around in a 
were sent by the drum 
he early car operator. 
our in cities and towns 


9. 


Adolphus Burgoyne, who in 1904. imported | MiKEL 


w York. Entry to the| 7p, 
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frighten horses. Nonetheless, horses continued to be frightened b 

mechanical marvels, and in 1905 the law was changed ere y the 
ist had to keep to seven miles an hour when near pace ia the ala 
an accident, prove that the car had not frightened the horses , IN case oO 


Among the first cars in north Hastings was this one owned by Lester Wannamaker, post- 


master at Boulter in Carlow Township. Mr. Wonnamaker and his family were arrayed in 
their ‘Sunday best’. 


In 1905, there were bargains galore as merchants competed for 
the consumer’s dollar. Tweed merchant J. E. Matchett gave dinner sets 
away free and urged his customers to ask for coupons; he sold $2.00 
skirts for $1.50, black satin undershirts for 99 cents each, and men’s 
coats were offered from $4.00 to $7.50. Santa Claus planned to make 
Matchett’s store his headquarters while in Tweed. In the same year, butter 
was 20 cents a pound; a four room apartment rented for $4.00 a month 
with heat supplied from September to May; and a country schoolmaster 


might receive $450 a year. 

The Children’s Aid Society was formed in Belleville in 1907 and, 
through the generosity of Thomas Ritchie, a Children’s Shelter was erected 
on land adjoining the Belleville Hospital. By 1910, the county fathers 


had need of additional office space for county officials, and a north 
wing was built on the court house. The Grand Trunk Railway completed 


~a(forty-engine roundhouse at Belleville in 1910. A strike on the ee 
caused violence at Brockville, and the Belleville mayor and the police 
force went to the local station in case of violence (as I pee anes 
ever, a reporter noted: “It was as quiet as a Quaker’s meeting when the 


trains arrived”’. 


Fashions advertised for sale in 1914 
by the Ritchie Company, Belleville. 
The golf coat at left was an all-wool 
Black and White Check material with 
convertible collar . . . ‘Kimona’ sleev- 
es . . . five-inch Balkan Belt .. . 
Price $9.50. The coat at right sold 
for $12.75 and was trimmed with 
Green Satin inlaid and overlaid with 
Cream Scalloped Lace... .” 


[Hem] 
The county’s population continued to increase, although many town- E 
ships registered lower figures than they had in the 1870's. After 19T0; 7 - lei 
Belleville again reached the ten thousand mark, which figure it had al 
achieved in 1876. Postal delivery service began at Belleville in 1913. 


Politically, the Conservative party continued to dominate the local 


-scene in both provincial and federal elections. The federal North Hast- 


ings Riding was Conservative, without exception, from 1867 to 1903, at 
which time the riding ceased to exist. The East and West Ridings were 
also generally Conservative, although each had been briefly represented 
by Liberals in the previous century, for example when James Brown (elect- 
ed in the West Riding as a Conservative member in 1867 and 1872) 


Lodge, Springbrook, July 12, 7 


ee a 


Loyal Orange 


oii 
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switched parties and won as a Lib 
on eral in 1874 and 1878. Provincially 
es a a Ridings were generally Sines. ee 
ing did see a Liberal elected in the 1890’s and an Independent 


G-E- 

-E° ing Club began as a forum for fr ae 

Boyee's  ( A m for free political expression. Since that ti 
candidates for public office at Belleville have faced the peas xibes 


} 


commen 
on and good natured comments of 
Cae y s the all-male gatheri ; 
wee become an institution. gathering, and the club has 
mect ine 
Aselstine’s Bus, 1916. =k 
Ce “ rtery W A selfing a 
ae Belleville J =f 
,, 
/ 
South Hastings Agricultural Fair, 1913. 
» MéiKA ff Hastings Count Council was the first in the province to interest 
8 ye ie 
1911 it appointed a reforestation 


B Conservation | itself in reforestation, and as early as 
| Repar a / committee. This committee was instrumenta 
| Pq zing county forests. The committee also recomme 
| 2800 acres of land in Elzevir an 

of a county forest, but no action 


| forty years. 
The storm clouds of World Wa 


1 in having laws passed legali- 
nded the purchase of 
d Grimsthorpe Township as the nucleus 
towards this goal was taken for another 


+ I darkened the horizon in 1914. 


The county responded and volunteers were soon training at Valcartier, 
Quebec. Prior to their departure for Europe, these volunteers received 
the first of many shipments of needed articles from the newly formed 


= 


In the spring of eA lze 
for service Overseas. Tw 
Deseronto — Camp M 
JN4‘s, usually called 
about 75 miles per h 
funeral service for g 


the Royal Flyin 
© aerodromes Toronto and two others near 
ohawk and i 

“Jennies”. 

our. These 

pilot killed 


g Corps began training Canadian recruits as pilots 


De, a 


Mm een a 
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MIKE“, Flocal branch of the Canadian Red Cross Society: he: 
p-l94 (helmets, scarves, socks, and so on. ee or 
soem cet dcedesare written: in the history of salt battles i han S he 1 
the Somme, Hill 70, Ypres, and Amiens. At home, the women ae 
in the factories, rapidly converted for war production. poet 


Contingent of county troops at the Bell 
is in the background. 


eville armouries, circa 1915. The Griffin Opera House 


Word of the armistice was received in the county at four o’clock on 


. the morning of November 11, 1918. It came over the Grand Trunk tele- 
t Belleville: “Armistice signed 


graph lines to the lone operator on duty a 
last night, effective six o’clock this morning (official).”” With the news 


confirmed, The Intelligencer staff scurried to put out a special edition. 
The edition was “snapped up like hot cakes”. Fire bells, church bells, 
and factory whistles heralded the glad tidings. The court house lawn 


Naa ter: 
Wa. / 
De mpsey] 


1915 to manufacture artillery, 


ton, built in 
explosion levelled 


Three weeks before the Armistice, an 
of the old Gilmour Company saw mill. 


The British Chemical Company plant at Tren 
rifle, and small arms ammunition. 
the plant, which stood on the site 


— 


he’, By 1924 
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Peace Service at eleven o’clock. 
d a public meeting on the armouries’ lawn 
spontaneous celebrations broke out as 


“War to End Wars”. 


was the scene of a Thanksgiving Victory 


A mammoth procession an 
followed. Throughout the county, 
the citizens celebrated the end of the 

The Red Cross Society turned its hand to peace-time operations. Out-? Mii‘é 
post hospitals were equipped at Bancroft and Coe Hill. S je: 
1 attention long before the recent royal 


In July, 1918, W. ©. Mikel inspired a two-day conference 
at Belleville to discuss ways and means of arriving at a better under- 
standing between French and English speaking Canadians. At this “Better 
Understanding Meeting”, Colonel W. N. Ponton summed up the feelings 
of the delegates from both cultural groups when he said that Canada 
should not be regarded as one of the melting pots of the world, but “as a 
great social laboratory where all are working together for a purpose, 
coining coins that ring true.” Unfortunately, the session was marred by 
Orange-Catholic rivalry, and tempers were frayed over charges of il- 
literacy and educational backwardness in Quebec. 


Biculturalism attracted loca 


commission. 


The Rossmore end of i 
th P Bea 
& Bay Bridge linking Hastings and Prince Edward counties at Belle- 


ville. This picture. tak 
4re, en about 1909 sh 
and later rebuilt, the bridge was peter ai? fo eb (on ieee 


a 1891) was purchased by the province 
minion Day, 1921, it was declared a 


5 e remoy raf fi 
fn cites ed, and traffic moved freely between the 


> Belleville boasted 1,293 automobiles 


ime to celebrate the 140 year anniver The same year the 


sary of the landing 


citizens took t 


Nl ov? 


1904 


feta 


Hastings County Gouneil, meeting in Shire Fall, 1925, with W. E. Wiggins of Faraday as warden. 
ie i hete Aerneded ty H-¢ -f - by Cotmdy C lerk J 


Tit ( fe 1 j ‘ 
- te of the Loyalists at the Bay of Quinte, and both Liberal Prime Minister 


d Mackenzie King and Conservative leader Arthur Meighen attended the 
father and son banquet at the Y.M.C.A. on November 23. The<Kiwanis 
Club introduced the Victorian Order of Nurses and sponsored its work 
until the thirties. In (1929) the Dominion Parasite Laboratory was begun 
at Belleville for the purpose of breeding insects that destroy injurious 
insects. 


The Great Depression ushered in the “Dirty Thirties”. Unemploy- 
ment caused many persons to seek employment, usually unsuccessfully. 
in other parts of the country. The small farmer was thankful for the 
food that he could grow for his own use. Conditions were aggravated by 
the flooding Moira River in 1936. An unusually prolonged rain on March 
10 caused severe flooding at Belleville where two hundred were made | 
homeless, business was dislocated, traffic stopped, and damage amounted 


to $250,000. 


World War II brought the depression to an abrupt end, but this 
cure was far worse than the disease. On Sunday, September 3, 1939, 
radio flashed the grim word across Canada that Great Britain and France 
had declared war on Germany. County residents were moved as King 
George VI, recently returned from his tour of Canada, appealed for Im- 
perial unity. Still, the war seemed a great distance off, and local resi- 
dents proceeded with their plans for the Labour Day holiday weekend. 


a 
i} 


Gathering of the Ku Klux Klan near Belleville. The Klan, apparently active from about 1925 
to 1936, was described as “Protestant and of good character .c—~ [M bs- Flore Beil ) 
H-cM. 


SS 
BS \ 


At the beginning of this century, cigar stores Chief Petawawa-Much, the Indian 


could usually be recognized by the wooden mascot of the Hastings and Prince 

Indian standing outside. Fenn’s cigar store and Edward Regiment. Carved by Abe 

barber shop was no exception. This store at Patterson of Pembroke, he _ stands 

276 Front Street, Belleville, advertised Varsity seven feet eight inches high on his 

and El Padre cigars at ie cents each. pedestal. E Rey Porecak eek Tridel 
| Mirt-« Myr H-Fenn } Stadt ) 


Fair weather with temperatures in the high seventies brought out the 
fishermen and some fine catches were recorded. A Belleville fisherman 
landed a twenty-six pound muskellunge in the Bay of Quinte, and on 
Moira Lake two anglers fought a twenty-one pound muskie for almost an 
hour. Yet, the response to war was underway. Appeals for volunteers 
for the Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment were posted throughout 
the county. At Madoc and Trenton, officers of the regiment had already 
placed their units on a war footing and were processing recruits. 


Pees) oe By are proud one. Our women staffed industries and 
sian ents a : oe for the troops. The children purchased war 
ing, sleds the te ob n the home front accepted the inevitable ration- 
the war that th areng of sugar reached such a proportion early in 

© newspapers had to warn the citizens to stop this act of 


‘heartily ashamed”, The county’s young men 
the Hastings and Prince 
described in Farley M 


ion’s intelligence offic 
regimental history. 


Again th 
all the towns snd he dee of peace set off gigantic celebrations in 
amlets. School children dismissed from school on V.E. 
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Gi etony Europe) Day paraded, flags waving. Motorists, despite the gas 
elie ae and the patched-up tires, took to the highwa rs a aura - ie 
the end of Hitler's rule. Then, on a cloudy but Pee aa 
194.5, the First Battalion of the “Hasty Pees” marched proudly ios 
Belleville’s streets to the armouries for final eee eae 


. It was an optimistic county that looked forward to the peace, antici- 
pating that wartime prosperity would be continued. These expectations 
eee been realized. There has been a steady growth of Sree 
agriculture, and mining. The discovery of uranium ‘in the Bancroft ees 
caused a boom in the 1950’s, and, despite a slump, the industry promises 
to regain its former importance in the next few years. 


The increase in county population and assessment led to an enlarged 
and enlightened council. The Suffragette Movement gained a adiony in 
1963 when Mrs. Audrey Sexsmith became the deputy reeve of the village 
of Bancroft and the first woman member of county council. (Earlier, 
Mrs. J. H. Forrester had served as mayor of Belleville in 1956-57.) 


County government has eained in importance during the past de- 
cade, and the county has established an enviable record. Following the 
rebuilding of the Court House and Administration Offices, a unified 
assessment programme was established. The council, through a private 
bill, acquired part ownership in the Belleville General Hospital, and a 
nine million dollar expansion programme (in co-operation with the City 
of Belleville) is now being completed. A joint Board of Health encom- 
passing the county of Hastings, the city of Belleville, and the county of 
Prince Edward is another service to be provided on a county basis. At the 
present time, a second home for the aged is being built in the village of 
Bancroft, and the present home at Belleville has been enlarged to provide 
accommodation for 250 residents. 


The province’s amalgamation of many local school sections to form 
township school areas was @ significant development. The county has 
gone even further and has amalgamated the thirteen northern townships 
plus the village of Bancroft into one school area. Further consolidation 
and improvements in the rest of the count 


The Bay of Quinte District High School Board, formed in the 1950 S, 
was an early and successful attempt al unification. Co-operation Ree 
the three levels of government has led to composite secondary schools 
throughout the county. 

h neighbouring counties is also increasing, and pre- 
replace century old facilities at 
In the event that larger regions 
blished in the future by the provincial gov- 
e of its past record and present leader- 


y are planned. 


Co-operation wit 


sent plans call for a four county jail to 1 
Belleville, Kingston, Napanee and Picton. 
for local government are esta 
ernment, Hastings County, by virtu 
ship, will have a major role to play. 


‘James Smith, 


Chapter 39 


Trenton 
“Trent is a flourishing vill 
indeed, that there is any plac ee 
more energy and spirit are displayed. 


(Traveller quoted in Kingston Chronicle and Gaz 


age... 1 am not aware 
lace in Canada, in which 


ette, Nov. 8, 1834) 


The town of Trenton is located at the mouth of the historic Trent- 
Severn Waterway. This waterway has played an important role in the 
town’s history. Among the first to map the Trent River as the southern 
part of an ancient Indian canoe route between the Bay of Quinte and 
Georgian Bay was the French explorer Samuel de Champlain. His arrival, 
in 1615. introduced the French to the beauty of the region. Traditionally, 
Champlain is said to have climbed Trenton’s Mount Pelion for a better 
view of the countryside; however, his journals do not support this legend. 
A later explorer, the Abbe Galinee, gave the river the name Tanaote, and 


maps in the 1680's called it Sagetewedgwam (or Sagattawegawah). 7” ica 


In 1788, Captain John W. Meyers, sometimes called the founder of //* 
Belleville, petitioned the government for fifteen acres and a mill site 
near the mouth of the stream called Sogudywitohevon, usually thought 
to be the Trent. When this petition was refused, Meyers moved to Belle- 


ville, after attempting briefly to operate a mill on a small stream east of 
Trenton. 


About 1790, the Trent River took its present name, perhaps from 


the river in England, and for many years the settlement at its mouth was 
known as Trent Port. 


Among the first settlers was John R. Bleecker, a 
John W. Meyers. About 1790, Bleecker secured land 
Trent and built a log house at Bleecker’s 
Indian agent, carried on a trade with the 
across the river until his death in 1807. 
continued to operate the ferry service. 


son-in-law of Captain 
at the mouth of the 
Grove. He served as a sort of -),), 
Indians, and operated a ferry 7 4¢ 
His wife later kept an inn and 
Another prominent settler was 
ee first permanent settler at Trent 
log horse ar the eae te a bank of the Trent and erected a 


The ma 
of the Trent oe te on the west bank 
County. S was then a part of Northumberland 
-ooeye Sr on the east bank lageed naan Heer TA 1803 
an, iater to become the first Anglican bishop if Toronto, i 
ore of Sidney Township, which he later( Bee Nett 
ae: about 1829, naming it Annwood (or\ <7 
Promoted this area’s development by en-) )  /,,. 
Pun we 
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couraging craftsmen to locate there and in 1831 by attempting — unsuc 

cessfully — to have the Marmora Iron Works establish warehouses oa 


perhaps an ore smelter on part of his land. Annwood later merged with} 
Trenton. 


The first really successful merchant was Adam Henry Meyers (1780-~ 


1832). A native of Hanover in Germany, Meyers settled at Trent Port 
Tm e305, A mile from the mouth of the river, he built saw and ict 
mills, and in 1808, his purchase of the Ripson mill and the Seach 
ment of a general store made him the most successful Trenton angreelnenie 
His son, also named Adam Henry Meyers (1812-76), was a Ai iovishi: 
ed Trenton lawyer, and as a “staunch and honest Tory of the old Ehoal” 
and a member of parliament for Northumberland was a strong supporter 


and friend of Sir John A. Macdonald. 


The dense cedar swamp eradually receded as the pioneers built their 
homes, shops, and mills. After the War of 1812, Sheldon Hawley (1795- 
1868) took up land on the east side of the river. His genius for organi- 
zation and planning helped Trenton prosper and, as noted in the chapter 
on early government, almost led to Trenton becoming the district town 
for the Victoria District in 1839. Hawley commanded the village militia 
during the unrest of 1837-38, and with Strachan was a founder of Tren- 
ton’s St. George’s Anglican Church in 1845. 


Sheldon Hawley, a founder of Trenton. 
[Belden Atlas 


Perhaps Sheldon Hawley’s greatest moments came in the a ae 
with the completion of a bridge across ihe *Prent, the: Jayme out © : 


; rears 
town site, and the beginning of work on the Trent se aeinaas 
Hawley had urged the provincial Boge ae et Ki eae to TToveint 
For example, he argued that the main road from pane ecit SRES 
was interrupted at the Trent and avellers bad: to ends: = 


1827-3 


Ghrimire 


Bleecker’s ferries. 


: ; in H-¢-M 
Trenton’s ‘’New Bridge’, as it appeared in the 1920's. [Pesteard ma 


donated by Drs - £ -Be 


Such crossings occasionally ended in tragedy, as when 


Thurlow Township shoemaker Simeon Ellice slipped from the scow and 
drowned on June 24, 1817. Other citizens drowned while crossing on the 
ice in winter. Until a bridge was built such accidents would continue and 


the two settlements 


on the opposite banks would remain disunited. A united 


community would be an advantage, and the resulting trade and prosperity 
might lead to the improvement of the Trenton harbour, described in 1822 


by Robert Gourlay 


the provincial parliament was 0) on : 
ject in 1824, the amount was 


delayed. In 1827, 


be built; this wou 


he claimed. Smith’ 
,then offering town 


bank of the river 


bridge. 
the Dra 


ys, similar to th . There was a 40 foot wide draw- 
A Picton paper noted: “The wh 


as “the best harbour” on the Bay of Quinte. Although 4 
prepared to spend £100)on the bridge pro- P- 

shown to be inadequate and the start was 
surveyor John Smith recommended that a toll bridge| © on, 
Id return good dividends and greatly aid travellers, ‘ ae 
S report must have encouraged Hawley, who was just | 
lots for sale in Annwood, whose situation on the east 

he described as “pleasant and healthy”. Renewed re- 

it, and, in 1833, the province agreed 

and Dean S. Howard were named the| |}! 
they had raised the bridge’s abutments 


above the water. The completed bridge 
de with a foot wa 


ole of the bridge, excepting over 
with a substantial roof, projecting 21% 
de, and the sides of the bridge will also 


ie Nate do ties et ee within 21% feet of the roof, which space 


ission of light and air.” Travellers were not ad- 
was built so that the province could recover | 


4 
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art of the costs from the users. Alth CA ane 

for the contractors to receive £3,215, ere aa: ee ies pe 
uary;, 1835, Reuben White, a prominent Sidney pioneer, com la; d baat (Bs 
the contractors had already received £3,515 but were Senne ee | ; 
ment for more; that the superintendent had been paid £100, ao ae | 


se and that one man had gone to jail because of the episode. Criticism — 


continued in the(Kingston paper which pointed out that, although the 
new bridge was very fine, it should have been built six hundred feet 
further north so that a spacious harbour could have been obtained. Cast- 
ing doubt on the honesty of the persons responsible for the Blees To. 
cation, the paper continued: “We sincerely hope that no private eee 
has been allowed to interfere with the public weal.” Most sae 
agreed with the traveller who, in 1834, commented favourably on the 
ae appearance and spoke of it as “the finest bridge in Upper Can- 
ada’. 


The same traveller spoke enthusiastically about the village’s pros- 
pects: “Trent is a flourishing village . . . may contain about four hundred 
‘nhabitants. There is here a school-house and a place of worship, belong- 
ing to the Church of Rome. Stores, taverns and workshops are starting 
up in every direction, and the whole appearance of the place, augurs 
well of its speedily becoming one of the most important towns in the 


Province.” 


Pleasant though it may have appeared, Trenton was a troubled 
centre. A small group of unruly citizens made things difficult for the 
peaceable inhabitants. Mob rule almost prevailed in the 1831 Christmas 
season when a “party of the lower orders of Irish” attempted to rescue 
a debtor who had been placed under arrest by the deputy sheriff. The 
mob broke down the door “with an intent to murder the officer”, but 
the constable, though knocked to t 
to draw a pistol and shoot one of the attackers. 


This unruly element so terrorized the community the | 
capture the attackers. The Kingston Chronicle and Gazette noted on Jan- | 


uary 15, 1831: “These kind of outrages have been so frequent here, that | 
one of the most able and respected Innkeepers, Mr. Ford, was lately induced | 
to take down his sign, and abandon his dwelling ae = later | 
conflict in his house having nearly cost another man his ve ee Dies | 
haps was only saved by the promptitude and courage of Me ‘0 “ ue | 
a neighbouring Storekeeper, and others.” Such lawlessness was 1 

common in pioneer times. 


To establish law and order, 


The other assailants fled. 
hat it was difficult to 


Sheldon Hawley and the other settlers in 


1834 sought to have a town site laid out on the west bank oS es ae 
on about forty acres of clergy reserve land. The i a cae 
that a section of land be set aside so that weekly markets and q 


Mc ennialcaus could be ies, it was explained, would 


held. These facilit Oe 
“stimulate the industry of the poor f Agricultural Settlers’. The 


er class 0 


he floor and stamped upon, managed ~~ 


5 
; 
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Ctown plot. The survey was comp 
’ veyor was faced by a 
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‘ er a survey of the site and to lay out a 
leted with some difficulty, since the sur- 
“thick cedar swamp” over most of the area and a 
steep hill”. The plot was named Trent by et argo eaas 
don June 15, 1836, the first town lots were offered for sale 
ction. The village included land within the broken front of 
Sidney Township and the first concession of Murray Township. 


In February, 1837, Lieutenant-Governor Bond Head ene a 
village a port of entry and clearance for trading vessels and revived t a 
name of Trent Port. Visiting the village later in 1837, Oxford professor 
Charles Daubeny commented on the 4 
at Trent Port. In May, 1837, a group of persons, meeting to encourage 
sovernment participation in the Trent Canal project, further testified to 
the excellent local accommodation; a “degree of gloom” hanging over 
the meeting was removed by an excellent dinner and thirty toasts. The 
madeira and champagne produced so much “good humour and hilarity 
among the company, that the steamboat . . . had to ring her bell for 
getting up steam more than twice or three times . . . before they could be 
induced to break up”. 


The 1850’s witnessed the emergence of Trenton as a full-fledged 
community. By a proclamation on September 25, 1852, Trenton became. 
a village. Alexander McAuley served as first reeve. In 4854.) Alexander 
Begg published and edited the first newspaper, The Advocate. Lippincott’s 
Gazetteer in 1856 listed a grammar school, three or four other schools, 
and manufacturers of cloth, leather, iron, flour, and timber; the village’s 
population was about fifteen hundred persons. A dozen saloons and tav- 
erns catered to the public by 1858. 
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Trenton’s first municipal seal 
used in the 1850's. 


Trenton’s chief j 
described in 1851 as a and the village was 


_™miniature Bytown ( Ottawa). In 1852, the Gil- 


cubic feet wer shi 
far € shipped to the Quebec market in 1860. Timber from as 
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Trenton for pro i . 
“At processing. To the United States market w 
teen million feet of sawed lumber a year et went almost four- 


Throughout this pre-Conf 
: ederation period, Tr 
. b) ent yas i. arks 
for o ee ee bridge and the quantity of lumber Fe a ges 
ing of the Trent Canal caused much excitement Biles sie = build- 
Vara. 


The first county director : 
mark: “There is Mere caEall ee, ne As a ne land- 
tectural pretensions, having a council chamber : am 0 some archi- 
second story. The lower story is occupied “ith nines ie a. 
office, and lock-up. Around it is an open space with h ee a ls, clerk’s 
cine house, and ground for outside ie bee ay scales, fire en- 


Trenton’s Town Hall and Market Building, showing a busy market day, 1907. [74 


About 1875, Robert Weddell established one of the town’s most im- 
portant industries, the Trenton Bridge and Engine Works. This plant 
soon consisted of a boiler shop, foundry, machine shop, and bridge build- 
Ing establishment. Here were manufactured some of the finest iron bridges 
in the county — for Foxboro, Frankford, and other centres. The firm 
also specialized in dredge and steamboat construction. Another boat- 
building firm was the Gilmour Company, which as early as the summer 


of 1864 launched a 115 foot schooner. 


The village of Trenton became the town of Tre 
was held the previous 


1881, although the celebration 
Trenton annexed land and the entire town formed a P 
County. Dr. H. W. Day was the town’s first mayor. 


The beginning of the Murray Canal project caused an expansion of 
f the Trent were dammed, 


nton on January lI, 
Dominion Day. 
art of Hastings 


local business. Then in 1885-86, the waters ) 
k Railway bridge, and this $50,000 expendi- 


just below the Grand Trun 


Robert Weddell, founder of the Trenton Bridge 
and Engine Works and Trenton fire ae 

if y / ae , €-A Use avtr 

p- iv-B Cer ~ Mr R 

| Mra 6 Wem 


Paint ing 


ture created 10,000 horse power of electric power. | The inexhaustible 
i supply of water, the increasing importance ot electricity, the town’s good 
if position, and the spacious harbour with its expanding lines of docks 
created an optimism by 1890: “Three daily steamers and one weekly 
steamer ply between Trenton and bay ports and Montreal. The Grand 


Trunk Railway and the Central Ontario Railway connect Trenton with 
the rest of the world.” 


The present century has seen a continuation of Trenton’s slow, steady 
growth. Although the closing of the Gilmour Lumber Company set back 
| progress temporarily, about 1908 the town began to revive. The price 
h of real estate advanced, cement walks were built, and some streets were 
newly graded. Several new factories located in town, including Lloyd’s 
Baby Carriage Company, the Canadian Pearl Button Company (now the 
municipal office building), and a concentrator to extract metal from 
the ore shipped in from the mines of north Hastings. 
The coming o 
Pacific Railwa 
through the 


of the Canadian Northern Railway and the Canadian 
y in1912 created a sensation. A monster parade was held 
streets, but the day turned out less than satisfactory. Railway 
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officials and local dignitaries, riding out in thei 

oe [ear oe ot as the cars sank to peer sai cars to 

uc u S 

aad oe ce oe ae of the free eee ete = eae 

fee riicless, these oe ee orne when the special train tah nase 

Canadian Northern built : : seem erence the Great War, The 

Pe ih Pacific announ - area for fifteen locomotives fad he 

Mie tial frame eee ced plans for a forty-four stall roundh SA \ : : 
ses were built to accommodate tl eee sete 

ployees, and the merchants enjoyed an expanded as Elrod “em- 

ade. 


The Briti i : 

ae ion of pe. settled on the Bunker Hill site in 1915 

ee ei clad T at plant in 1918 was a major Canadian eh ie 

West Beanies - ne renton § wartime mayor, represented freee ina ok 

the Con i Z feeevincia Bove ainen after the war. He pate 

servative party's “Whip”, serving under Premier Howard Fergu- 
,o) 


son. 


selling hard- 
at the right approaching the 


donated by Mr -J- Liatea J 


_ B. McClung and Company, 
can be seen 


1905. At the left was S 
A mounted horseman 


in H-C-M- 


Dundas Street, Trenton, 
ware, stoves, and tinware. 


bridge. [ soe m post card 


olitical figure 
esident of Trenton, he served in 
s Senate appointment. Sena- 


f many of Trenton’s indus- 


Probably the most prominent Pp 
was Senator W. A. Fraser. A lifelong r 
the Canadian House of Commons prior to hi 
tor Fraser was responsible for the location 0 


tries, and his efforts played a large part int 
ship as the site for an important air station. 
Today, Trenton, with almost fifteen thousand persons, is the second 
largest municipality in the county. Its excellent position, water resources, 
= . . . . > 
and diversified industry suggest that this will remain one of the province s 


leading towns. 


The World War a Wi i 
I era was a particularly important one in Trenton‘) | 


he selection of Sidney Town- 


1 
UY 


in. Trenton’s history |} et/er 


Sidney Township 


Pron ant Sidney (1732-1800), who was British Secretary of State at the time 


tunately, by 1805, salt deposits 


(|ted for the purpose of local 


- annual town meeting to appoint officials. 
_/ With other business; hogs were to be confin 
and a minimum height was set for fences. 


a fair start, then launch d Th 
au eee e urlow forth 


Rawdon was 
- Meyers 


Chapter 40 


“From the fertility and variety of its soil, this wee A 
has justly obtained the name of the garden of Uppe 


Canada.” (The Intelligencer, 1837) 


“ sp om lee, BN “1 honour of Thomas Townshend, Vis- | Nati., 
Sidney Township Was named in But Ni Pe 


the United Empire Loyalists arrived on the Bay of Quinte. 
In 1787, the first(two concessions of Sidney Township’ were surveyed 


‘by Louis Kotte and the contest began to see who would get the choice 


‘lands. Among the early settlers on Concession I were Captain Marsh, 
)Captain John W. Meyers and his four sons, John Scott, George Smith, 


Abel Gilbert, the Chrysdales, and the Ostroms. Later came the Zwick, = 
Vandervoort, White, Finkle, and Graham families. On Lot thirteen, there Belde 
grew a settlement known as Rhinebeck, which boasted a tavern, a black- Aties 
smith shop, a large store, and a group of houses. This settlement formed) / 
the nucleus for the present community of Bayside. On Concession II, the 
Hogle, Row, Simmons, Gilbert, Vanderwater and Farley families were 
prominent early settlers. The west end of Concession III was soon known 

as Johnstown after John Smith, John Lott, and John Stickle settled there. 
Concession IV became the home of several prominent settlers by 1800, 
notably William Ketcheson and his four sons. 


wheat: ‘Do not spare a potato to any one soul . . . Spare no salt to any- vs 
one, as none is to be had here (Kingston), but at a very dear rate.” For- ( ae 
were found on the east bank of the Trent.) P- 39 
, Sidney and Thurlow townships were uni- 
government. The inhabitants held a single 

The town meetings also dealt 

ed from May 1 to December 1, 

Sidney, having given Thurlow 

on its independent career. In 

its wing and until about 1820 


From about 1794 to 1798 
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Farming was jor i 
3 Pelion Fe Sa industry, and by 1805 the local farmers had } 
growing good wheat. Lumbering, a close second in i 
portance, was creating a problem. Many persons were duitiae be arn 
legally on government reserve lands, and in 1809, surveyor He ze Gr th 
complained that unless the government “finds a ey remed a : : sa ; 
not be a valuable stick of Pine or Oak Timber left on an E the i. 
served Lands in these parts”. Even as he wrote, a school aL? is 


cota Concession I) was being attacked. Similarly, in 1812, when Wil) | 
iam Gilkison of Prescott offered for sale three hundred acres of “well Gaze 


. - 99 
timbered land” at the mouth of the Trent and four hundred acres in Con-| 


cession IV, he also offered a £10 reward for information leading to the| 
arrest of those persons cutting timber illegally on these lands. : 


The task of erecting a 
barn was important in 
pioneer days. This barn 
was erected in Sidney 
Township, just west of 
Belleville. 


Despite the timber and wheat, conditions were often difficult. 
late as 1816, a Sidney farmer of some means made 
Kingston wearing nothing on his fee 
strapped down to keep his ankles warm; 
too much money. 

By May 1, 1819, the population 
ney and Rawdon stood at 1,387, of w 
of age. This indicated the short life expectancy an 
many families. Despite the separation of Rawdon, 


mained the most heavily populated township in the ¢ 
to 1193 in Thurlow. Assessment records paint an interesting 


d the large size of 
in 1821, Sidney re- 


compared 
though incomplete picture 
were worked. There were 61 framed dwellings, 
4 brick or stone dwellings an 
horses, 157 oxen, 589 cows, an 
ane to expand, it ceased to be 
in that year Sidney had 1730 an 
Possibly the first church erected in the township wa 
Church erected midway between Belleville and Trenton in the 1820’s. 
Reverend Thomas Campbell, the energetic minister of St. Thomas Angli- 
can Church in Belleville, was largely responsible for this venture. He 


d 246 horned cattle. Although Sidney con- 
the most populated township after 1824; 
d Thurlow 1762 inhabitants. 


ounty: 1353 persons ) 


hit 
J 


s the Anglican 


[c ANNIE 
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AGS TOA 


As} ca 
a winter journey to @ 
t but a pair of shoes and trousers | 
appropriate leather boots cost | 


for the combined townships of Sid- lb ae¢ 
hom over half were under 16 years | ® 


of Sidney in 1821. About 7,000 acres of land{ 7AC_ 


10 squared timber homes, | 
d 3 saw mills. Livestock consisted of 296) 


KE 


| 
vel 


A prosperous Sidney Township farm as drawn in 1878. The stylized appearance of the farm 
animals and orchard trees was typical of the drawings prepared for the county atlases of 


that period. {| Be \den's Atlar] 


conducted afternoon services every second Sabbath, but the congregation 
was never large. Another pioneer church was White’s Church at Bayside. 
Erected by the Episcopal Methodists in 1841, this church stood on land 
purchased by Reuben White, who was a mill owner and sawed the lumber 


for the church. 


Visitors to the township were most impressed. Thomas Rolph wrote in 
1835: “The beautiful headlands of the Bay of Quinte, and the lovely and 
romantic scenery along the banks of the Trent to Rawdon, is more com- 
pletely British than anything I have witnessed in the Province. There is 
abundance of fine land in the townships of Sidney, Rawdon . . .” In 
1837, The Intelligencer described the township as the “arden of Upper 
Canada’ and noted that there were numberless locations for good mill 
sites; already in operation were three grist mills and three saw mills. The 
chief agricultural products were all sorts of grain, apples, currants, plums 
strawberries, raspberries, and so on. The Intelligencer aon@imill “Per. 


Be rae 1s not another Rural township in the Province, so well off for 
school houses and schools, there are at present 20: of course this leads to 
the natural consequence, th 


at there is but little intoxicatj 
xication, and of course 
but poor encouragement for Taverns, — the Township h i d 
Distillery, p has but one, and no 


f 
{ 


taking Tea together in the Grove”, The pa purpose of “Temperance and of 


rly came off in “first rate style”, 
t time. 


By 1850, Sidney + 

a cee ? y reported ten saw mill] : ; 
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oe cheese. The( road’ between Belleville and Stirling was being planked, and 
i about half the road between the Trent and the Moira also had been plank- 
ed. In 1850, an observer commented critically on the appearance of the 
: Front Road: “Many of the houses and farm buildings on the first por-) 5/7 
tion of the road between the Trent and Belleville have an untidy, dilapi- C, 
dated, poverty-stricken look about them. The clearings are generally suf-| Past 
ficiently extensive, but their appearance, combined with that of the build- Present 
ings, gives an impression that the farms are badly managed. As you! ie 
approach Belleville, the aspect of things improves, and both farms and| 


cL 


buildings appear in better condition.” P - 74: 
Moire Oh ame AN early fifties witnessed a marked increase in population, and 
— Enserextice” shout’ 1855 the township’s settlement may be said to have been completed. 


Re ort - 
pie. Around 1873, a population peak of slightly over 5,000 was reached ; 
this fell to a little over 4,00 in 1900 and to below 3,000 during the Great Hi 
Depression. 


Township government has centred in or around the community of 
Wallbridge. Located about the centre of the township and taking its name 
from a family with extensive lumbering and business interests in the area, 
Wallbridge was the site of the township hall after 1850. This building: 
Ne described (1878) as a “good substantial, commodious building, with 

Re ti oe shed room for the teams of the ratepayers . In the 1870's, Wall- 

Report, bridge acquired one of the first cheese factories in the Moira Watershed. 

p.j27 Today, the area east of Wallbridge is the site of the new township hall. 

built as Sidney’s Centennial project. The new hall and municipal office 
building, replacing the earlier one which burned in 1943, was erected 
| in 1966. The first council meeting was held on September 23, 1966, al- 
| though the official opening took place in 1967. Fortunately, most early 


township records survived the 1943 fire. 


About eight miles from Belleville, on the road to Stirling, a thriving 
community grew up in the early and mid nineteenth century. This was 
Vanburg Post Office, named after the Vandewater ( Vanderwater ) fam- 
ily. In the 1860's, Elias Vandewater manufactured farm machinery 1n- 
cluding a celebrated mower and reaper, a gang plow, and a horse rake. 
all of which took prizes at the Kingston Fair. He also operated the Hast- 
ings Nursery which offered “a large and choice stock of nursery fruit 
| trees”. Later, this settlement was called Chatterton, although the commun- 

ity school has been known traditionally as the Marsh Hill School because 
of its geographical position. 

Also in the Confederation Era, the settlement known as Centenary 
took a step ahead when the Methodist Episcopal Church was opened 


(1868). In this church the pulpit stood high above the congregation. Pro- 
Centenary included the Gilberts, Vanderwaters, and 


minent families at 
Goldsmiths. 
In the northern section of the township, the Oak Hill Range was? 82! 2° 


surveyed and settled after the five southern concessions. The Sine Settle-) “= 
Ww 
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as ssion VI was 
ways twenty-three and twenty-fout of Concessio1 among 


the first areas settled. 


The lands northwest of 
Trenton than with Belleville. 


the Oak Hills usually had closer ties with 
This was because of the hilly barrier, the 
natural Trent waterway, and the building of the Central Ontario ane 
to the west of the Trent. This was an important timber region ain the early 
days of settlement as giant spars were taken out for masts for the British 
navy. One centre for this lumber trade was a hotel built by Lewis Rose- 
bush (often referred to as Lewis Bush) and his father, J oseph Rosebush. 
About the 1790’s, the Rosebush family had settled near the River Valley 
community along the Trent. The fireplace in this hotel (later called Rain- 
bow Lodge) was capable of burning eight foot logs, and there was a 
ballroom on the second floor. Around the hotel developed a small village 
consisting of a cobbler’s shop, blacksmith shop, and bake oven; later a 
saw mill, a grist mill, and a woollen mill were added to the community. 
White fish and salmon were plentiful in Rawdon Creek, and the story 
. handed down that a woman used a plank with spikes to haul them out. 
Until 1881.this community was called Sager’s Corners, after settler Michael 
Sager. When a new brick school, the fourth school, was built in 1881 at 
a cost of $900, the name of River Valley was adopted, at the suggestion 
of Mrs. Charles Morrow. The new school, like others throughout the 
county, served as a community centre and as a church from which fun- 
erals were held. 


eee 


Original Township seal 
in 1850. Ts 


tee ia the Waterloo Flour Mill, a four story frame 

het ee cL ea by miller Edward Rowbottom. The neighbours felt 

eres Pa ee Crask, had been foolish to build a mill on 

sood years. jump across; however, the mill enjoyed many 
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he acer. ger, until horse power was adapted to operate 


An impressive featur 
authority in 1878 reporte 
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ake had “no apparent outlet, neither 
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Farm Residence of James P. Sharp, Con. IV, Lot 22, Sidney Township, 1878. 
LBeldas, Alas ] 
has any visible means of supply ever been discovered”. More recently, 
underground springs have been found to feed the lake. About the turn 
of the century, a plan by the village of Stirling to obtain water from Oak 
Lake led to a trench being dug from the lake. However, the scheme was 
abandoned because of the possible effect on the lake’s water level. 


West of Oak Lake is the Money Hole. According to a nineteenth cen-| 
tury legend, an early trader is said to have buried his wealth in a deerskin | 


bag when he learned that the Indians were out to seek revenge on him 
for cheating them. The trader then fled and did not return to claim his 
money. From time to time the plough has turned up some coins, and the 


legend persists. 


Chisholm’s Rapids in the northwest corner of the township on the \ 


north bank of the Trent was an important lumber centre before 1830. 
About 1859, at the peak of the local lumber trade, a town plot was laid 
out on the north bank of the river; and on the south 
strong attempted to establish Tupperville, but without much success. A 
proposed rail line from Belleville to Georgian Ba 
the Trent River at this point and a station was P 
river. This was named Rossford Station, perhaps in honour 0 


president of the Grand Trun : 
the Trent came to be known as Glen Ross. A stone school was erected in 


1873 and Carmel Church followed in 1875. At one time the community 


possessed an iron 
By 1913, the saw and 
were demolished. 


lanned just north of the 


grist mills, the last surviving industrial buildings./ 


Two new communities have developed in the twentieth century —— 
Batawa and Middleton Park. Both were created by the Second World War. 


Batawa was established after a Czechoslovakian businessman, Thomas Bata, 


bank, Clement Arm- | 
y was scheduled to cross | 


f John Ross, | 
k Railway in the 1850’s. Later, the area on | 


foundry, a lime kiln, and flour, cloth, and lumber mills. | 


; 
| 


completed. The first church, the Roma 
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- his country fall under Hitler’s rule in 1939. tags Aes cpr 
saw his country bank of the Trent would be suitable for the 
site on the we aan chain of shoe factories. Production started in an 
branch of ari = Fae neighbouring village of Frankford, and 
old abandone pep aie ene building programme at Batawa was 
in 1940, the first pom n Catholic Church of the Sacred 


Among the prominent cheese factories in Hastings County was this one on 


the third concession of Sidney Township. The cheese maker was T. H. Irwin. 
(Circa 1910). 


Heart, was completed in the spring of 1943, to be followed by a United 
Church. Batawa is a company town, although it now has a private-owner 
subdivision known as Sidney Crescent. The Bata Company arranges for 
the policing of the village and operates the sewage department; in other 
respects it is responsible to Sidney Township. The second community, 
Middleton Park, was established by the federal government in the mid- 
1940's to house air force personnel. Air Station Trenton had been found- 
ed in 1929-30 to be the air force’s main flying training station. At that 


aa oe mie quarters were built on the south side of Highway Num- 

er 4, and the station was first occupied ; ; 
th : 

August, 1931, E y the air force personnel in 


MiKEL : 
F- 03 


RCAF 


stetion 


Today, Sidney Township is a good a 
Increasing number of its inhabitants work 


Chapter Al 
Frankford 


“The flourishing hamlet at the mouth of Cold Creek, 
is deserving, both from its size and situation, of being 
better known than it appears to be at present.” 


(Thomas Rolph, 1836) 


Eight miles north of Trenton on the Trent River is the village of 
Frankford. Although little is known of its early history, it would appear 
that the area attracted attention as early as 1815 for its location at the 
head of the Nine-Mile Rapids, a dangerous section of the Trent River 
between Frankford and Trenton. In the 1820's, Abel Scott built a grist 
mill and saw mill at this site, making use of the waters of Cold Creek, 
which stream had a fall of several feet at its mouth. 


About 1833, W. R. Bowen, a magistrate and merchant from Richmond 
Township near Napanee, arrived and took the lead in developing the 
community. At James Conner’s Im in December, 1833, Bowen chaired 
a meeting called to discuss a possible bridge across the Trent near Cold 
Creek. The project was described as “highly desirable”, since this was 
one of the few places free from rapids. A subscription list was opened 
with Abel Scott as treasurer. Others taking part in the fund-raising cam- 
paign were Joseph N. Lockwood, John Finkle, A. Tompkins, Robert Perry. 
John Huffman, Thomas Ketcheson and Oliver N. Fraser. So successful 
were they in enlisting both private and public support that the bridge was 
completed early in 1836. 


Thanks to the activities of Bowen and Scott, the community grew 
rapidly in the mid-thirties. A visitor noted in 1835: “Houses have been 
put up as it were by magic, mechanics of all kinds have established them-; 
selves, two taverns have been opened, and trade of all kinds seems to be 
far more brisk than in many other places three times Its size. 

1835. Most persons called 
thers called it Cold Creek, 


lling to name it Water- 


The community had ‘no official name in 

it Scott’s Mills, from its original proprietor; oll 
from the name of the creek. and a few, were Wh we | 
ford, from the existence of the safe and convenient ford. A ee Me 

the settlement, Thomas Rolph, suggested that a village meeting be he a 
to select a name and that a petition might then be sent to the ee gee | 
government requesting that the name be approved and Ho ia ne 
be set up. This post office, he noted, would benefit t evi Rene. S| 
carry on an “extensive trade in lumber and also the num ee n 4 
spectable and wealthy gentlemen settled down 10 Se . te 
Cold Creek”. They would no longer have to travel to set es Oo La 
letters, a difficult task at times, since although there was 2 oat on A se 
bank of the river to the mouth of the Trent, neither was very good. | 
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i bank was “the best and most frequented”’, accord 
est bank w 
{ -o. that on the west bat 
: the two, : ae 
PAC ing to Rolph.|fage ° J 


ion. In December, 1836, they 
| ; h’s suggestion. In 
UC Sundvicr. The villagers followed Sects ae settlement Frankford, prob ably sae 
93¢ ) petitioned the government to Caen Eee: ey na Bol 
~\ {| + 


— . w« is s is 
tig ter Li ant-Governor Franc - permission to have 
ee 1836. The villagers also asked for permis b 

,y visited the area In Si ests were eranted; the community see ; 
<—- ~ uests to) . - 
emi-annual fairs. both req -s and markets. As o 
iy Sainte with the right to hold its own fairs - 
po 1c / oY 


i ‘j > from 
ale days in April and October 
i 1838. fairs were held on the fi et oe at Hastings County Museum 


> 
p- 


. >] s Sy ~ set. Orig nat) A 

nine o'clock to suns j ; ‘e unsuc- 7-4 ¢ 

i Attempts in 1839 to have an Anglican Church erected were S 
' t er be 


ype Dtrach, 
fsmalD for a 2” 
cessful. Bishop Strachan felt that the seen ee ite ete: Bub 
i p seat Moreover, Strachan’s later visits to the village fai 


19314 
“<miser tendance ... perhaps ? 
} his feelings. In 1854, he described the miserable - Ce 
ij ‘er Bush\ the worst I ever experienced . . . and unless there be a very g > Noneth 
4-62 in F aaletord _.. I dare not venture to send them a Clergyman. CONS 


less, Anglican, Methodist, and Roman Catholic churches were built before 
\) 1880. 


At one time there were five hotels in 


Pt Frankford —- Sweetman’s, McCam- 
| bridge’s, the Clarke House (on the 
) main corner), the Brennan Hotel, and A 
the McDonald House. The North i 
i Tene Hotel is pictured, about | LCeurtery - 
" fl 


4 Villag< ed 
Fravk Surd 4 


. The head office for construction 

Canal was in Brophy’s Hotel in 

g flourished. Part of the district (county) court was at 

(+= Frankford, rather than Belleville, and the district council gave permis- 

as ‘Sion for a girls’ schooP’ to be established. On July 5, 1853, Frankford 
“"°, was designated as a police village. 


ad 


sw! fe By 1852, a gravel road had h 
Frankford. About the same time, 
Was opened. 


een completed between Trenton and 


the Belleville to Frankford Toll Road 


Frankford was famou 
and doctor James Haskins 
death. According to Susan 
insidious enemy of souls, 


s for its doctors. | 
(1805-1845) pr 
na Moodie, Dr. 
Canadian whisky” 


n the early 1840’s, Irish poet 
actised at Frankford until his 
Haskins fell victim to “that 
- It was said that this man of 


FRANKFORD 
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genius had en ered into an ager i 
sae fail they el ae oe dissipated doctor to 
of Dr. Haskins’ shanty, while Haskins di ne ia ce tary Saabs 
doctor was Peter Martin, better known 0 ‘ 0 cosa dir lenaai 
Mohawk Indian, Oronhyatekha had attract ai oe ee ee hae 
of Wales on his visit to Canada in 1860 pi he pe ae fe 
i ae at Oxford meee eae ae ep 
: wee as a 
ee P - is cum to Canada, he practised first at Frankford. He 
ed first secretary of the Hastings County Medical Associati 
which he had helped to organize. Later, he headed the Inde a pire 
of Foresters for twenty-six years and was a pioneer in Biter ins ee 
serving as first president of the Canadian Fraternal Age aavion, Oth - 
prominent doctors were H. W. Spafford in the 1850's and T. E ee 
‘n the 1860’s. As did most county doctors, Dr. Pomeroy Neaemted his 
own drug store and sold all the first class patent medicines of the day 
Unlike many other doctors, he also sold groceries, crockery aye wane, 
coal oil, and all types of staple goods. : ie 


NEW DRUG STORE | -!<)" 

-— Hastin 5 Chronicle , 
ie ELE Subscriber wishes to inform A ae ee CTs J 

the public that he has opened ay i j y 

Pepi, out a new Drug Store in the village 

(4 of FRANKFORD, 

where may be found at all times a large and 

varied assortment of 


DRUGS, MEDICINES, CHEMICALS, 
and a great variety of Patent Medicines, all of 
which can be depended on as-being. genuine. 
Good DYE STUFFS of every description, 
Linseed Oil, superior Coal and Maci#me Oils, 
Paints, Colors, Varnishes, &c. 
All kinds of Scnoou Books, STATIONERY, 
Perremertes, Fancy Goops, Combs, Brushes, 
&C., together with a general assortment. of 
Groceries. All of which.will be sold at very 
low prices, for READY PAY only. 
Having had a long experience in the busi- 
. ness, and being determined to sell very cheap, 
he hopes, by strict attention to his customers, 
to merit a fair share of public patronage. 
Physicians’ Prescriptions 
carefully prepared at all hours. Give him 8 
call, and Judge for yourselves. 
RODERICK S. ROBLIN. 
Frankford, Feb. 2nd, 1861. 25.3m 
office. 


(Release of Mortgage for gele atthis 


Frankford was a proud community in the 1860’s. Its industries in- 
cluded two saw mills owned by the Messrs. Roblin, John S. Huffman’s 
ory (capable of making 120 yards of cloth a day), 
y carried on by Messrs. Turley and 


extensive woollen fact 
Ostrom’s Tannery, and a distiller 
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a pump factory, carriage shops, and two 
The village could boast of having one 
of the finest school-houses in the county, a substantial stone building, 34. 
by 54 feet. There were also three very handsome churches with spires — 
two belonging to the Methodists and one to the Roman Catholics. The 
population had snereased from 500 in 1850 to 600 in 1860 and 700 in 


1865. 
After the early 1860's, Fran 
population had dropped to about 


Jordan, as well as a foundry, 
or three first-class country stores. 


kford’s growth fell off. By 1870, the 
500, at which figure it remained for 


illage changed. A new bridge was erected across 
/ 


the next few years. The v 
A 7 


the Trent in’ 1869, at a cost of $4,239, butGce 


1904. From 1906 to 1914, the local section of the Trent Canal was con- |204 
Face 


structed. 


Amon romi i i 
g the prominent industries in the late nineteenth century was 


E. G. Sills’ paper mi hi 
per mill, which empl 
mill operated until the Great ane in ee ate EU 


Frankford was inco 

nie rporated as a vill i 

servin : : age in 1920, AV iE ; 

the tah ee 1921. Since then, it has i ne A eee 

ad: Barly in 1959) its ee 1,800. Improved services ee ae ee 

in full : r_system and sewage di ; 

alot, all i tol an ee laced 
oe: promiges to continue, and the valle will n nh 

o dou 


o11nN in 4 

gain In importance. : 
ee a ee Lotellig encer 
DEE Lutelligencer, May 2 &, 1962 


June 2/959 


destroyed the bridge in 


huvye 


ch, 


€ 
J 
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Chapter 42 


Thurlow Township 


i ae 
Thurlow . . . the soil is good, but being remote from 
market, settles but slowly.” 


(D’Arcy Boulton, 1805) 


Thurlow Township is one of the original townships of Hastings 
County. It is also one of the most important, since it has given birth to 
the city of Belleville and has still managed to maintain its position as 
the most heavily populated township throughout most of its history. 


The township takes its name from Edward A. Thurlow, first Baron 
Nething \ of Thurlow (1731-1806), an outstanding British statesman who strongly 
But Water } supported George III’s policy during the American Revolution. About 
7" _ him it was said: “No man ever was so wise as Thurlow looks.” 

In 1787, the first two concessions were surveyed by Louis Kotte, who 
also surveyed the corresponding sections of Sidney. Kotte left Lot four 
*n the first concession as a reserve for a Mississauga burial ground, and 
‘t was around this lot that the present city of Belleville has grown. 

Even before Kotte’s survey had been completed, some settlers had 
arrived. Among these hardy Thurlow pioneers were George Single- 
ton and Israel Ferguson, who, as noted earlier in the chapter on Meyers’ 
Creek, established a trading post, obtaining their trade goods from King- 
ston. 


Although a few land grants were made in 1788, no new settlers seem- 
ed to have arrived until 1789. Then perhaps fifty persons, many of them} 
from Prince Edward County, moved up the Moira River to form a com-/- 
‘pact settlement near Foxboro. These arrivals included John Taylor, Wil- 
Belden's ) liam Reed (and four grown sons), Solomon Hazelton, Archibald McKen- 
Pas, zie, Zedric Thrasher, Richard Smith, John and Conrad Frederick, and 
ees Stephen and Laurence Badgley. Their coming coincided with the © Hungry 

Year’. For some time the Reeds were kept alive by a cow, 
and other greens. 
In 1790, John Taylor returned to the front, where he 


five from Singleton and became a founder of er § ea! 
along the ae at that time included John Chisholm and David Vander- 


heyden. They were followed by the Fairman, Bidwell and Johnson fam- 
ilies. Among the early merchants along the front was 
who engaged in trade from ab 


distillery for part of that time, according to his 
t to the front concession, the Foxboro area re- 


; “vey ‘] Sid- 
mained a leading centre. In preparing. to survey the boundaries of 51 


1 *, (1793-943 surveyor W. Hambly wrote: 
ee as. aie a om n Miles up Singletons Creek to Smiths 


purchased Lot 


account book. 


Despite the movemen 


“Hired a Slay to take provision/ Seve 
Dee ay 1773 


basswood leaves, > * AN} 


Belleville. Other settlers) .,) 


Samuel Sherwood, Nate 
out 1791 to 1806 and also operated a z. 


ee 
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1 is ration > a |- 


the party. After that 
h the house was too small to acon ae p ae eg 
Oue ' ame Smithville seems to have been ine meee en eeoe 
ae Smith” mentioned is sometimes pe ie Ga i ee ee 
1e Sm , Duchess County, ; : 
774-1856), formerly of Duc . is smith sho 
= Ses fan pene was a blacksmith and - aa ae e 
Sher 3 xboro. ae ma 
st ‘hE house. Because of his ee peer build a fguce of 
stooc istri 
rson in the ‘ 
as a result he was the first persor ts name from 
as a resul ther than logs. More likely, the settlement took i 
clapboards, rather th 3 f the township’s first pioneers. 
the family of Richard Smith, one o 


il, 


From 1794 to 1798, Thurlow and Sidney townships were united 
le : ; 


‘mer junior partner, Thur- 
for municipal purposes. After that time, the former junior pa i 


The first of these, on) ¢p,), 
- was allowed to hold its own town meetings. ‘a 
ue Pon eee Captain John McIntosh as clerk, while John Chis-/ 


; -keeper, 
holm and William Reed were assessors, John Taylor was pound-keeper, 
and John Fairman was constable. 


This portrait of Deborah Farley, daugh- 
ter of James Farley and Deborah Dor- 
land, is an example of Primitive Cana- 
dian art. It was painted by a travelling 


artist who travelled through Thurlow in 
the 1840's. 


[Denated to H-C-M.- by 

Miss Hazel Farley J 

In pioneer days, the number of still operators and tavern owners 
seems to have surpassed the number of general store 
1805, Henry Crumley, Joseph Woodward, Artimus Ross, Ruluff Ostrom 
and Z. Thrasher each operated one or more stills; Roswell Leavens, Mar- 
garet Simpson, and John Frederick were the tavern owners: while the 
only licensed shops were those of John McIntosh and Adam W. Meyers. 
he production of alcohol was so important that to seize a pair of stills 
cis r pe illegally by one Elisha W—,, the district still inspector had to 
use force. | 


s. For instance, in 


Captain John W. Meyers was the first to use the waters of the Moira 
to drive his mills. His use of the river in 1790 was followed, about 1800, 
by the Reeds establishing a flouring mill on the sixth concession, just 
below the rapids, About 1812, the Reeds constructed a mill at what is 


CANNIFA, 
FP: 446 


THURLOW TOWNSHIP 
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now Corbyville. Also about 1812, a flouring mill was built at Cannifton? 

by the family of John Canniff, that community’s founder who after 1806 es 
had begun to clear part of an eight hundred acre section on the present 
site of Cannifton. Other mills soon followed, and the road on = ca 
Moira bank of the Moira to Canniff’s Mills gradually improved until by mi 
Conservation 1830’s it reached the standard of the Kingston Road. The Cannifton road 
Repert , [now replaced an older trail on the Moira’s west bank as the main artery 
» 5¢ (from Belleville to the back country. | 


Although he faced many problems and hardships, the pioneer took 
them in his stride. Consider the following obituary appearing in the 


Kingston Gazette of May 11, 1816: 


“DIED. Universally lamented, early on Monday morning the 7th 
‘nst. MISS ELIZA LEAVENS, second daughter of Mr. Roswell Leavens, 
merchant in Thurlow, aged 11 years and 8 months. From early infancy 
she manifested a remarkably good disposition; being very dutiful to her 
parents, affectionate to her brothers and sisters, and courteous to her 
acquaintances; behaving with kindness to her inferiors, civility to her 
equals, and with respect and submission to her superiors. She was very 
ready to receive and retain pious impressions, ever constant in devotion, 
and possessed of uncommon consideration and knowledge of spiritual 
concerns .. . Deeply sensible of the vanity of this world, and confident 
of her title to a better portion, through the grace of the Redeemer, she 
looked forward with cheerful hope, to the period of her dissolution, until 
she fell asleep in Jesus, and entered into the joy of her Lord. Her memory 
is very precious, and it is hoped, that not a few of the youth will endeavour 


to emulate her worthy example.” 


ortality rate, Thurlow continued to grow. By 
persons who 


San istieat Despite a high infant m 
| Tvl £1818, Robert Gourlay estimated that the township had 1200 


eper 

. ; Fi eerie 7 . 
fp 497-12 lived in 240 houses and patronized 16 stores, / taverns, 4 grist mills, 
and and 6 saw mills. Four schools were available to educate the young and 


summary two doctors aided the sick. There were no churches or meeting houses; 

on 6l° however, itinerant Methodist and Baptist ministers spread the Gospel ee 
different parts of the township. The practice of letting land ad was 
common, and a 200 acre farm would rent for £25 a year. Wages ieee 
lower than in most areas of the province; a blacksmith might receive ‘ 
per month. Common labourers earned £30 per year. earrae foul? ae 
hired for five shillings a week, and many families must ae : cigar 
Some prices were high; a work horse might cost £20, and uncleared I< 


was 32 shillings an acre. 


Gourlay’s estimate 


been an exaggeration. Be 
and it was 1821 before the 1200 figure was ! 


had passed Sidney, having 1762 persons compar 
However, Sidney enjoyed a decided edge in wagons 
ing six to Thurlow’s one. 


of 1200 inhabitants in 1818 auues 4 beet 
istrict assessment showed only ,) BM, 

eed ee eached. By 1824, Thurlow 

ed to 1730 for Sidney. 


for pleasure”, hav- 
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t Conflicting reports circulated ae a an Tel We a ae 
; BAR Se Es Pic 1 wrote: “Between Shannonville and belleville, iy 
rise | pes ee Diet land, all of which is located. ee in nal 
ee iittle hand for sale here, although much may anphe r R ee 
934 cessions, at four.to six dollars per acre - A ce f pie Ae ea 
‘the surveyor laying out Point Anne (en spe ei “ota se cian 
the land in that area of the front as generally Orga fe call WY b 
with the bedrock, chiefly limestone, being In many ees ur a 
: of Earth”. Most timber, especially the red cedar, which a ee O ee 
et A ee sen. feds Geet eullediont Nevertheless, the lots at Point Anne were sought 
16 2% sfter byCveterans of the War of 1812 and others. Also at Point Anne, or 
are Ox Point as it was sometimes called, stonecutters were employed in the} 
iu Jate 1830’s to cut stone for the Trent Canal locks. 


if i a In the 1830's, the community of Foxboro (or Smithville as it was 


William Ashley, a native of Fredericksburg, established a waggon ea | 
carriage factory about 1835. Ashley also served as first postmaster. 


' 7: ~ Further north on the Moira, Dr. Anson Hayden had established him- 
i - self as the only doctor serving the northern parts of the township. The 
concession corner on which he located about 1824 and built his home, 
. which served also as a surgery and inn, came to be called Hayden’s (or 
H -,.. \Haden’s) Corner. Besides medicine and inn-keeping, Dr. Hayden found 
| time to look after public affairs. In 1837, he was elected township clerk, 
but his known sympathy for William Lyon Mackenzie in the rebellion 
fh! led to his brief imprisonment at Kingston and his later flight from the 
t _ country. Accordingly, the township minutes explain that though Hayden 
| had called a town meeting for his residence, on J anuary 1, 1838, the clerk 
\ himself was unable to be present; he was behind bars. The meeting named 
ne bea oe ay Oa ee the arrest and flight, the inhabi- 
Confrille only aya wh a: ne eee ue oe emned 
) ) » when it was granted a post office. 


h er eo to develop. In 1837, there were fourteen school- 
ea s1x ae mills and fourteen saw mills, not counting those in Belle- 
eee pine Nene Mee EE elm, oak, and pine were the principal 

acts 0 - ingston paper noted that “Wheat, Rye, Gnent Pens. 

y, Oats and Potashes are raised in abundance, unless the crops are 


destroyed by the severit 
y of the weather”. Oth 
pears, plums, currants, and all kinds of ne ae 


{ 


ie : When township counc 
—— 1850, the first council co 
aa sbald Ross, Daniel Fairma 


ils, as we know them to-day, were set up in 
a of William Sills, pele Shorey, eats 
“ ok David Clapp. After adopting a township 
aa officials; arrange for the licensing of 
siowmen; and require “immoderate drivers”, 


seal, council proceeded to 
groceries, ale houses, and 


(those guilty of driving f 
shilling fine. ce ee 


called until about the time of Confederation) took a new lease on life.) _ 
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Corbyville School in the late nineteenth century. 


By the 1850’s, township settlement may be said to have been com- 

Clearings pleted. An early toll road linked Belleville and Cannifton, and Susanna 
» 20 Moodié spoke of “pretty ornamental cottages” flanking the road. Cannif- 
ton’s population of about five hundred made it the largest settlement in 

the Moira Watershed outside Belleville. Canniff’s Mills carried on a 
good traffic in flour and lumber. There were also several stores and: 
craftsmen, as well as a tannery and an ashery. A woollen factory, oper- 
ated by Alexander Sutherland, was able to produce about a hundred yards | 

of tweed a day. By the 1860’s, there were two tanneries owned by D. 
Mullett and Messrs. J. and F. Brenton; each employed about seven men 

and processed up to 5,000 sides or pieces of leather annually. Shortly 
thereafter the village became a stage junction. Further north, Hayden's 
Corners was growing eradually, thanks to Joseph Canniff’s saw mill and 

Henry Corby’s flouring mill. Known as “Honest Henry Corby ; He ayer 

édeihis mill in 1857, and within two years It developed into a distillery. 

In 1864, the mill was described as “one of the largest and ee Ot iae 

in the county”. Attached to the distillery was a, large, te gs a 


Ce Ld mHPAlS 


stable to house one hundred cattle. Coad ‘Spirits 

North of Corbyville was the Carmel area. In 1866, Episcopal Metho G 
dists built a church to serve the people of the Carmel School pee \ Tas 
which section consisted of Fairfield’s Bridge, Honeywell’s Corners, anc ; 
Thrasher’s Corners. Fairfield’s Bridge was named 


after a medical doctor 
who practised in the area about 1937. After his death, his widow built 
il] standing near 


airfield’s Bridge. Honey- 
the attractive stone house st Fairfield’s Brig y 
from the Honeywe 


i first 
well’s Corners took its name ll ‘beak ak eno oa 
of the name to settle there being Israel Honeywe™ W ieee: : 


= 


vn 
ef 


EE 
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G s was named after 
i -asher’s mer 

< af blacksmith. Thrashers Gor 

fe ee 1860's it consisted of two hotels, a black 

ver its main claim to es ae the 

7 ‘d to have been larger 

annual fall fair, which until the oo eh pares a ee ites eee 

1 ille’ air, established a : | 

vy the Jleville’s. The fair, es ae ee 

cea par Thrasher’s Corners ae oes oo Rae ae fae a 

sher’s ners ast fair we 7 

‘it was held at Thrasher's Corners. ie as a ee i 
East and West Hastings Agricultural Societie 


_at Belleville. 


carried on the busi : 
another pioneer family. In the ee 
smith shop, and several houses; ho 


The original township 
seal, 1850. Z 
[ Hastings Couxty Clerk's Ofttice 
Tapers ih Coant y SA useum i 


Other expanding communities in the 1850’s included Plainfield, Zion 
Hill, Salem, Phillipston, and Roslin. Plainfield, then called Yankee Mills “ 
after its founder — “Yankee” Wilson — possessed a flouring mill and a 
one of the largest saw mills in the county by 1865. Zion Hill with ref se! 
population of about a hundred was called Wilsonburg; its position on the} Z_ ~~ 
mail route between Foxboro and Moira made it important. In 1862, a 
Wesleyan Methodist Church was built at Zion Hill, and in 1864, the Epis- 
copal Methodists erected Bethel Church at a cost of two hundred dollars. 
Just east of Zion Hill, was the village of Salem. It had been planned in 
51854 by William Wallbridge. By 1855, Jamieson’s stone grist mill was 
in operation and Salem boasted a blacksmith shop and several houses. 
After fire destroyed the mill, the houses soon were vacated and to-day 
there is almost no sign of this once-prosperous village. Three miles east } Moira 
of Zion Hill, Phillipston (Snow Village) had a population of about one { Censervs!® 
hundred; its post office was called “Thurlow”. Phillipston took its name{ Key") 
from several local families by that name. Roslin, though somewhat small- co? 
er than the other centres, was expanding because of the building of Chis- 


holm’s Mills and the opening of the Tweed coach line. Halloway and 
eo were somewhat smaller centres, although each possessed a _ post 
office. 


: 


In the 1860's, Plainfield and Hallowa 


routing of the Tweed Road led to the post 
to Plainfield, and for 


y gained prominence. The re- 
office being moved from Latta 


ih d, a some time Latta was regarded as part of the newer 
= age. Plainfield soon possessed large flour and saw mills as well as a 
hotel, store, and other businesses, most of them owned by H. G. Gillespie. 
route to Madoc gave new importance to Halloway, | 


( 


A change in the coach 
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an old mill hamlet on Chrysal Creek. Although there had been a mill/ <= 


}? 


there as early as 1836, Halloway’s growth was the result of the changed) = 


stage route and the later arrival of the railway. 


+ 
IC rw 


Ha The falling off of the lumber and flour trade in the 1870’s caused 
Report a recession in such communities as Cannifton. There, most of the mills 
PI losed in the 1870’s. Township population had reached a peak about 1872 
jo .? 2/[0f slightly over 5,000, and this fell to the 4,000 mark by 1900. The gradu: 
al population decline did not dim the qualities of Thurlow’s citizens, as): 
evidenced by this 1878 description of the residents as “a people to-day . 
prosperous and intelligent, justly noted for hospitality and the many | — 
social virtues, while their broad charity and public spirit find them fore-| 
on most in every enterprise conducive to the general welfare”. Thrasher’s 


=) 
© 


belden's |}Corners remained famous as the scene of an “extraordinary combat” be- 
Atlas, \tween Mr. Thrasher and two full grown bears, both of which he killed 


p ,- |with a club. Mr. Thrasher, who operated an inn at the corners, lived to> ; 


be 102 years old, and people came from near and far to see the bear skins. 


There were some bright spots in the economy. Apple orchards? were 
becoming important. Large quantities of the finest quality of cheese were 
being manufactured, and this product attracted the highest market prices 
in Europe. Ashley’s carriage factory at Foxboro remained prosperous. 
William Hudson established a profitable carriage factory at Roslin. The 
Grand Trunk Railway had extensive quarries near Foxboro, and the quar- 
ries at Point Anne furnished stone for the Murray Canal bridge and the 
St. Lawrence canal system. In the present century, the Canada Cement! 
Company has made use of these limestone beds for its plant on Hungry 
Bay near Point Anne. 


To-day, the township is known for its fine farms and its friendly 
people (among them hockey player Bobby Hull, a native of Point Anne). 


CarRiacEe Factory, STORE & RES OF WeHuDson, Rosin, HuRLOW [P ONT 


ship’s thriving businesses, aS shown in this 


Hudson’s Carriage Factory was one of the Town 
1878 drawing. [Boldens Atlas | 
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Chapter 43 


Tyendinaga Reserve 


“The people are happy and contented ; many of them 

possess property of value; and it is not an uncommon 

thing to see a Mohawk driving along in his little wagon, 
i ery rance of comfort.” 

eh Ore d (R. H. Bonnycastle, 1841) 23] 

[ in Canadas tn J?#, wol- 2, page 

The Mohawks of the Tyendinaga Indian Reserve have played an im- 
i portant role in the history of the county. As noted in earlier chapters, 
they were the first Loyalists to settle here, and their efforts in the War 
of 1812 and again during the Rebellion of 1837-38 helped to keep Can- 


ada within the British Empire. let 


Although they had originally been assigned all of the present town- 
ship of Tyendinaga, the small number of Mohawks Q@erhaps 200 in 1817y 11), 
meant that much of the land was not being used. Accordingly, the colon- Pp. é/5 
ial government decided to open up the central parts of the reserve for pac 
other settlers. On July 20, 1820, the Mohawks surrendered part of their?4¢S4" 
lands to the Crown, in return for an annual payment of £450 Halifax (90: 
currency (to be paid in goods at the Montreal price) forever. Many In- 
PA-C-  dians were dissatisfied with the bargain; they had intended only to lease 
@CSuaee Gor rent the central section and not to sell it. To show their discontent, 4 
| 926. joa of almost forty Indians blocked a government survey party in ed 


March ll ‘ 1 . . : 
P a and demanded that the line be run further north. i920 beh 


Timber rights created another problem in 1820. The chiefs had been 
in the habit of authorizing lumbermen to cut timber on the reserve. The | 
Canadian government, believing that the lumbermen were a disturbing 
influence on the reserve and that the Indians had no right to give timber 
licences, objected to this cutting; and the district sheriff seized some tim- 
ber near the high falls on the Shannon River. However. a copy of the 
1793 deed granting the land to the Mohawks was obtained and it seemed 
to give control of the timber to the Mohawks, so the Sor eaament could 


<a do little except regret that “large quantities of square oak 
92203(pine” were being cut. : feo gee eas 


Ce rresponter* 


bti a 
meat 
Himber 


The southern lands kept b 
Statitesl first-class, which fact andes TenaWks after 1820 were not oe 


j he a j - ae 
fas Robert GourlayYescribed the area nego oe Aen ae 94 
f-i22 Bee sone that, except for the Mohawk Traat, the latte 413 
sides PE ee Pe es was quite settled and cultivated on bot 
Captain Basil Hall, who og ee ees ftiticism came from the pen of 
uncultivated but k ee ae described the lands as neglected and 
? also went on to describe the Indians as “besmeared with 


- In answer to Captain Hall, an anony- 


grease and painted with ochre” 
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mous letter writer in 1834 noted that the only lands Captain Hall could 
have seen, as he sailed past in the steamboat, possessed “‘a soil so shallow 
that however able and willing the Indians might have been to colnet 
them, the return would have furnished no proportionate reward for the 
labour expended on them”. The writer further pointed out that the Indians 
no longer decorated themselves in the fashion described and claimed that 


Captain Hall was profoundly ignorant of the Mohawks, never having seen Kingston 
the more fertile interior plain or the interesting people. The writer con- Chrowicle 


cluded: 4_Gazetie 

“When I first visited this place, it was upon a Sunday. Nothing could | 
be more interesting than to notice, as the deep solitude was broken by 
the Sabbath bell, troops of old and young Indians emerging by different 
pathways, from among the trees, to attend the worship of the Great Mani- 
tou, now recognized as the God of Israel. The dresses of some of ihe 
Indian girls were superb, and I verily believe, that some of them were 
loaded with ornaments of silver . . . The beauty of some of these children 
of the forest was strikingly great . . . During divine service, such order 
and decency prevailed, as would have called up the blush to the face of 
many a member of a more pretending congregation. It was truly gratify- 
ing to observe the devotion with which their responses were made, and the 
attention which they paid to the discourse of their worthy and affectionate 
pastor, the Rev. Mr. Givens.” 


Reverend Saltern Givens (Givins) was a pastor devoted to his con- 
gregation. As first permanent rector (1830-51), he played a large part 
in erecting Christ Church, which church replaced a small wooden one built cee 
by the early arrivals. The cornerstone was laid on Tuesday, May 30, \ec ned. 
1843, and Archdeacon George Okill Stuart of Kingston conducted the ser- f in 144 
vice. The service followed a procession of Indians, who, singing hymns, 
led the way from the wharf where the clergy and visitors had landed from 
the steamers, past the old church, to the site of the ceremony. The new 
church was ‘“‘of stone with a handsome tin-covered spire . . . the most 1n- 
teresting public building in Canada West’, according to Colonel R. H. 
Bonnycastle. The new church incorporated three eifts made by George Il 
to the first church in 1798: namely, the Royal Coat of Arms, an altar 
piece or Triptych containing the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Ten 
Commandments (all in Mohawk), and a fine bell. Although fire destroyed 
the church in 1906 after it was struck by lightning, the former altar piece 
and the recast bell are part of the present church, which was constructed 
entirely by Indian labour and money. In the 1930's, to show that his see 
hawk subjects were not forgotten, George V replaced the Royal Coat o 
Arms. 

In political matters, Reverend Givens was joined by the ia a “ 
Tyendinaga Township in looking after the Indians welfare. William os PAC 
led the Mohawk warriors in the troubled year after 1837, @as on handy at uc Simdrier 


B aiaderie Be alf of the js30 
the government’s annual distribution of presents, and, on 4e Now-4 


Pp 5338-4 


The Queen Anne communion silver is 
displayed by Carol Brant at the annual 
ceremonies celebrating the landing of : 
the Mohawks at Tyendinaga oe : 
22, 1784. In the, back round ap 

John Brant. Py 4 by Stu Vek 


}eTare 


in Datelligensar, May 24,14 


Mohawks, protested the government’s policy in 1835 when the Mohawks” 

hunting lands in the north-west of the township were surrendered to the 

Crown. According to Portt, the government cheated the Indians, since parts TA: 

of the surrendered lands (which were to be sold for the Indians’ benefit) # MG 
were set aside as crown and clergy reserves, thus depriving the Indians) F2\ ’ 
of a large share of the possible income. The disappearance at Toronto of Leti 

the Mohawks’ original deed, which might have supported the Indians’ case.) fv» 
suggested to Portt that Lieutenant-Governor Bond Head might have conven- e a, 
iently packed it with his private papers. However, that official claimed A Bice 


that the document probably had been mislaid in th A C 
the 1937 outbred aid in the confusion following) = }2 ( 


ae ae question of land: olding on the remaining reserve lands was a fAC, , 
eae a in the 1830s. Apparently the chiefs had_leased_ some of the UC Stan ie 
and to whites, and other Indians complained of this) The Ca di mm. 2 
ment then set a time limit for th : BECTON Bee ES New | 
his dls tianenens. it tor these white settlers to Ieave the reserve. When 

S e was reached, late in 1838, the violaters had not moved. Rev: hid 


gested that the govern € reserve would be reducd to ashes. He sug-| 938 
I aciiaissiyhe 5 ape move these settlers very quickly, perhaps to 

y were a ‘very disaffected and dangerous class of people” 
for the white squatters closer than Iowa; in 


ndians were not al i 
all destr 
settlement allowed the eyed Cons ad 


any case, the homes of the I 
feared. Perhaps the 


“4reserve, as can be dane re white men to rent lands on the 


} 


Although the Indian lands had been red 


“acres by the 1850's. so , uced to less than 20,000) Hastie¥ 
ieee dean me white men were still not satisfied. In January, ri Hes 
allow bona fide s 
said to be “com 
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intemperate habits of the present occupants”. Council echoed the views of 


Susanna Moodie, who in 1852 had stated: 


iz ear ie 
The red man is out of his element when he settles quietly down to) meap)¢ 
a farm... there is a great lack of order and regularity in all their agri- 143" 
ltural proceedings. T auch ot al cae 
cultural proceedings. hey do not make half as much out of their land - 
which they suffer to be overgrown with thorns and thistles — as their 
white neighbours.” 


Yet Susanna Moodie also appreciated some of the fine characteristics 
of the Mohawks. She was particularly impressed by a family of the name 
of Loft who had gained some fame throughout the country by their stage 
performances of Indian songs, dances, and other customs. Two Loft sis- 
ters, marked by their “graceful and symmetrical figures”, were the most 
beautiful Indian women Mrs. Moodie had ever seen. 


Mrs. Moodie also must have admired Oronhyatekha (Peter Martin). 

the noted Indian physician who served as consulting physician to the Mo- 

hawks, and who, as noted earlier, rebuilt the Independent Order of For- 
esters, putting it on a sound financial footing. 


The Mohawks have retained their strong loyalty to the British Crown 
and Canada. It is said that, per capita, the Mohawks had the largest en- 
rolment of any Canadian group in the armed forces in the First War. 


To-day, the Tyendinaga Indian Reserve consists of about 17,000 acres. 

There is a band membership of some 2,100 souls, less than half of whom 

reside permanently on the reserve. Band membership means that the Indian 

has a home for as long as the grass grows and the water runs (or until 

the government might decide to expropriate the land). Another privilege 

of band membership is that there is no property tax to pay. Nor is there 

any income tax as long as the Indian works on the reserve. Certain fishing 

rights are also enjoyed, and education is paid for by the federal govern- 

ment. On the other hand, there are disadvantages to band membership. 

perhaps the most important being that the Indian's lands on the reserve 

can be sold only to another Indian. Also, since the Indian’s land is Crown 

land and cannot be seized by an Indian’s creditor for failure to pay debts. 
| bank loans and mortgages are almost impossible to obtain on most Canadian 
| reserves. Nevertheless, the Indians of Tyendinaga have established a very 
good reputation for payment of their bills, and loans are available to 


most of them. 


Despite their early isolation from the white settlers (which some 
present Indian leaders believe was a mistake), the Indian way of ie : 
now very close to that of the neighbouring white people. A aa 0 
the employed men and women work outside the reserve. oe a 
longer a primary language, English is spoken in the homes, and the child- 
ren receive their secondary school education 1n Belleville. Indian a 
are no longer given, and many Indians have little knowledge of thei 


proud heritage. 


Indians in full Mohawk dress 
add a colourful touch to the 
Mohawk Fair, held annually 
on the reserve. Pictured are 
Andrew Maracle, Ross Mara- 
cle, Elwood D. Brant, and 
John A. Brant. The feather- 
ed bonnets originally were 
worn by the Plains Indians of 
the West; however, other 
tribes have adopted the 
head-dress because the white 
man feels that it is the sign 
of a genuine Indian. 


at 


Netes py ( The Mohawks have set an example for their white neighbours in 
<<) many areas. During the Great Depression, they cultivated one hundred 
Mav yer cent of the reserve’s arable land. They operated the district’s first 
seed cleaning plant and had the only organized plowmen’s association in 
the county. 


The Tyendinaga Reserve is regarded as a model reserve by the gov- 
ernment. It was the first band in Canada to receive power to control its 
own funds (1959). The band’s five-man council prepares an annual bud- 
get and looks after the various expenses in much the same fashion as a 
village or township council. There are no hereditary chiefs on the re- 
aks and the chief is elected in democratic fashion along with the coun- 
“ F evenue ' 4 a council, totalling almost $20,000 annually, comes from 

e leasing of lands to white men, the rent 1 
government. The federal and provinel leg a pease a eal 
ies al governments pay the cost of road 
The Mohawks of Tyendinaga are a 
slow to anger, though their treatment b 
Serene has not always been fair 
tho i r 

ugh some sections are not good. The 


Chief hardship; since 1961, th 
Selemern gramme. They have ado oa 


proud people. They have been 
y their white brothers and the 
They have accepted their lands, 
y have endured some poverty and 
ministered their own welfare pro- 


rath, pted many of the whi > 
Fhe Sony Gd recently as June, 1957, sacred tobacco w Ha man’s ways, though as 
as burned on the sacred mound 


is Pele, | PY One or more Indians wh 1 
a oe Mea who hoped for the second coming of Deganawedah, 


The Mohawks of T 


tage, left them by their fenton oe 


proud of their history and heri- 
orefathers, who settled along the ae the Bay 
of God. 


of Quinte in honour, loyalty, and fear 
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Chapter 44 


Tyendinaga Township 


Perhaps there is not a Township in the Province more 
kindly watered than Tyendinaga.” 


(Kingston Chronicle and Gazette, May 3, 1837) 


Tyendinaga Township was created out of lands surrendered to the 
Crown by the Mohawks of the Tyendinaga Reserve after July 20, 1820. 
Like the reserve, it took its name from Joseph Brant, the noted Mohawk 
chief and warrior whose Indian name was Thayendanegea. 


Even before the surrender date, prospective settlers were showing an 


Belden's ene prospective mill sites on the Salmon __. 

Atlas River. This river, called theGalmop orGosipp@ by the Indians or the Shan- oe 

{ Pvi non by district pioneers as early as 1805, offered a particularly good 

: mill site near its mouth. In 1818, Warren Noble and Frederick Keeler /Beldens!'s 

{ signed a 999 year lease with the Mohawks, whereby they obtained a as 
200 acres of land and mill privileges. In return, the tenants agreed (1835) ou 
to pay the Indians an annual rental of thirty barrels of flour. This agree- 
ment is now taken care of by Canadian Canners, and the distribution, 
about four pounds per person, is a pleasant mid-winter interlude at 


the Mohawk Council Hall. 


C-44 

Shannonville’s historic 
mill and the bridge across 
the Salmon River. 


The land leased by Noble and Keeler came to be called Shannonville, Belde 
partly because of the early name of the river and partly because of the Actes, 
Portt family and other pioneers who came from the vicinity of Shannon) P- v! 


| 
in Ireland. 


Meanwhile, the government was proceeding with plans to open the 


middle section of the Mohawk Tract to white settlers. By the fall of 1820, 
had agreed to surrender part of 


Ss 
P-26% the Indians,@hough somew at reluctal 
ssions of the 


survey of the first four conce ( 
w township were offered at a series of 
but with limited success. A sal 
and auctioneer John Mae 
See account of Sale 


1626 New: 15, Pp-24612 -|4 


their lands and had allowed a 
present township. Lots in the ne 
public auctions at Kingston’s court house, 
on November 14, 1820, attracted few persons, 


Macauley am TAC uc Sundvies, 


See FAC) VC Sundries, 


]920, Nev-13, 
Fp - 2Z4E035-4 


HISTORIC HASTINGS 


K 


seven of which were purchased by a Nap- 
ere described by auctioneer Macaulay as 
atisfied with their bargains”. Some 
he four Darcey brothers, who had 
IV, complained that for the most (Noy Is 

Since the Darceys were described] Lettev 

prepared to let them have land) *p-2+4/2-4 


aulay sold only seventeen lots, 
anee man. The purchasers W 
being “partly pleased, and partly ia 
refused to make the down payment. 
hid for the western end of Concession 
i part it was “an immense cedar Senne : 
as “decent Irishmen”, Macaulay was 

CANNIFF, 


elsewhere in the township. ane : 

- Pee Bi Ss D F-6IS 
mship settled slowly in the 1820’s. Pioneer settle* John 

| ee 27 white inhabitants in 1826, although other 


claimed that there were only € 
eAc authorities set the figure as high as 302. By nee wher ea ae 
& _ated from Thurlow for municipal purposes, the population had increase 
4 to@73) of whom 87 were men over the age of 15. Only 351 acres of land id - 
ysl were cultivated in 1830, and there were fewer than 300 farm animals. | 


. 

tt Manv of the men were employed in the lumbering trade, since the town- wal-7 
- d 

. 


ee 


2, 


ship had three saw mills. Prominent among the first settlers were the 


Portt, Sweeney, Nealon, Kenny, Hanley, English, and Killmurray families Belden’ 
i from Ireland: the McLaren, McFarlane, Anderson and Foster families Atlas 


i from Scotland: and the Robert and Palmer families from England. The |? v’- 
| Applebys, Laziers, and Mordens were of Loyalist descent. 


a pe 
STE EES Pelee Nt aR ote obi 


A i 
‘ip, 3 Gs 


, 


“Mountainview”, the re 


{ 1878. [Beldes Atle]  bazier, Lot 5, Concession 1, 
Beldens . __The first town meeting for T 
Piles, 1830 at the Shannonville home o 
Px Prince Edward County who arri 


Tyendinaga Township, 


ee Tyendinaga experienced a po 
abour unrest and poor times in the British Isles hel 


was the incre 


Indian lands to settlers in 1835 iat that the government opened more vie: 


d 1843. The Mohawks lost their hunt- 


e Irishmen, who settled in the town- 


ing grounds. Many of the settlers wer 
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pad a it was the only front township in which new land was avail- 
ny quantity. The Irish Roman Catholics generally settled in thé 


: V whil th P ie t sts > > - ors 


fe a Poa sea they landed near Deseronto and moved inland. Port 
picked the Hill Top, ever since known as Portt’s hill, and Sweeney stayed 
ee ground In the early years the Roman Catholic mass was 
held at Sweeney's house, and this family played an important role in| 
establishing a Roman Catholic church on Lot 24 in the first concession 
(Marysville). This church was built in 1837, with Father Charles Bourke 
as the first regular pastor. 
We In the 1830's Shannonville continued to grow. In 1833, Thomas Kg hin 
inge 716i Appleby was appointed postmaster at the new post office, and the village aie 
Cheers a described by a visitor in 1834 as ‘‘a bustling little place during the baa 
tGazet& ;Lyafting s e eet 
ti ol, | <5 Aaa 233 
By 1837, the township had seven saw mills, a grist mill, five taverns,/ 
five weavers’ shops, two general stores, a chair factory, a “dish turner”,p ingste» 
a tailor, and a handful of other shops. There were ten schools, an Anglid Cbestil 
can Church, and a Roman Catholic Church then being built at Marysville. May 3, 
The first four concessions were the settled ones, the land to the rear being 1637 
“mostly wild” and the interior roads being described in 1837 “as yet. 
rather rough”. After 1840, the remaining lands were surveyed and placed Belden! 
on the market, the Mohawks surrendering their last main northern hunt- Atlas, 
ing grounds in 1843. ” re 
The township’s growth in the 1840’s and 1850’s has been describec Consort ; 
as “remarkable”, especially since much of the land was somewhat rugged Report, 
Good British and American markets apparently made marginal lands pro- 
fitable, and lumbering remained important, there being eight saw mills nee 
by 1846. By 1860, Tyendinaga reached a population peak of over 7,000 Cops 
persons, making its population larger than the town of Belleville. Repurt ,, 
Shannonville shared in this expansion. Susanna Moodie spoke of it> 
as having “arisen, as if by magic, within a very few years”. In fact, many | 
of its people came as refugees of the “Great Famine” in Ireland, 1846- 
47. When Mrs. Moodie visited the site about 1850, three schooners were 
anchored at the mouth of the Salmon River, loading sawn lumber for 
Oswego; over a million feet had been shipped in the preceding year, The 
Shannonville Fair, now called the “World’s Fair > began in 1856. In 
1860, Shannonville was described as “a thriving and prosperous ple om 
with 700 persons and 115 dwellings”. The saw mill operated by ee Wa 
Wallbridge contained 61 upright and 4 circular saws, capable ch pee ats 
ing 5,000,000 feet of lumber yearly. Adjoining was T. Wallbridge’s re Taal 
mill, a four storey stone building with a capacity of 40,000 bushels a 
year. Education was attended to by a common school with an average at- 
tendance of 100 scholars. 
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Belden: 
i 1878. [ 
The Mills and residence of Appleby and Burdett, Milltown, AHas _ 


S iver, Milltown prospered in yas; 
xt East of Shannonville on the Salmon River, : 

P the late nineteenth century. In the 1860’s, its 200 people were Canoes County 
| in grist and saw mills owned by David Smith and the Laziers, a machine (Py, ectivy 
fier and chair factory operated by R. F. Pegan, and other industries. 

, 


hi Melrose has been the seat of municipal government since the town- 
iit ship hall was built there in 1859. The village was named by Mr. Duncan, 
the first storekeeper, whose birthplace was Melrose in Scotland. The 

Neter | centre’s first grist mill had been built in 1833 by Mr. McFarlane, and two 

Bi by more grist mills and two cheese factories followed. The settlers—the Mc- 
| Mrs T- \Laren, McFarland, Fullough, Shaughnessy, English, Tripp, and Badgley 
Ev!) | families — built an Anglican Church in the 1830’s, and later Presbyterian 

and Methodist churches. 


Like Melrose, Lonsdale had its beginnings in the 1830’s when James 
Lazier built a stone grist mill. Later, its excellent waterpower resulted 
in a woollen mill and a large lumber industry locating there. Two hotels, 
a blacksmith shop, a saddle and harness store, and a general store com- 
pleted the village. In 1868, the Wesleyan Methodists erected a frame 
|} church on the hill, which church to-day has the original wood stoves, 
q pews, and doorkey; coal-oil lamps were used for services. Lonsdale’s stone 
| architecture is very beautiful, the stone being of an attractive brownish 
. colour, and of better texture than Belleville’s. 


Just west of Lonsdale on the Salmon was a 
to the legend of the “Ghost of Meagher’s Mill” 
drowned in the mill pond. Because this was 
the inhabitants believed that his soul would 
work at the mill. At last, the priest was bro 


ne rosary, the litany, and prayers for the d 
. laid. 


saw mill which gave rise 
. Apparently a young man 
a sudden and violent death, 
not rest, and no one would 
ught in. The neighbours said 
ead. Henceforth the ghost was 


In the northwest corner of Tyendi aa 5; 
: yendinaga is part of th tv of 
Roslin. Here, in 1860, William Hudson ie part o e€ community o 


ry : j gan the manufacture of car- 
riagés. At that time, the site was known as 


’ Wilson’s Corners, presumably 
after medical doctor B. S. Wilson, who may also have been proprietor of 
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. cy 5 
Wilson’s Tavern there in the 1850’s. Chisholm’s mill, purchased in 1857 


by W. F. Chisholm from the Shi A Eh 
pmans, remains the largest sawmill ; 
lumber company in the area. mains the largest sawmill and 


In August, 1854, the Roman Catholic Parish of St. Charles was 
established to serve the northern half of Tyendinaga. In 1855, a (ead 
church was built at Read, then called iaecon ae The ears es 
renamed Read in memory of Senator Read, who was instrumental = 
obtaining a daily mail service for the area.) The strong Irish faith of 
the congregation can be seen in the fact that, up to 1901, thirty-three of} 
its boys and girls had become priests or nuns. 


McFEGRAN 
Catheléc 
Picaeers 


Among the other centres were Naphan, named after the Naphan fam- Notes tre ss 
ily; Albert, named after Queen Victoria’s consort; Kingsford or “The ere 
Watermill” on the Hastings-Lennox border; Halston; and Blessington. wees 
Each was a postal village until about 1914. 


Tyendinaga reached a population peak of over 7,000 in the 1860’s. 
Thereafter, there was a steady decline to about 4,000 at the turn of the 
century and to 2,000 in the 1940’s. The depleted lumber industry, the 
abandonment of marginal or sub-marginal lands in the face of stiff com- 
petition, and the attraction of urban areas caused this decline. 


The present century has re-established Tyendinaga as a generally 
prosperous rural community. Farming has regained its importance. Mill- 
town and other centres have lost their mills. Lonsdale has become a mecca 
for artists. Melrose, despite a temporary, fraudulent oil well boom before 
World War I, has again become a typical rural community. The people 
of Tyendinaga remain tight-knit, industrious, and proud to be citizens 
of what they consider to be the finest township in Hastings County. 
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Chapter 45 
Deseronto 


““Deseront 
a veritable hive of industry .- - 


(Directory of the County of Hastings, 


o is essentially a manufacturing town — 


92 


1889) 


eseronto was first known as Culbertson’s (or Cuth- 
Mill Point, Bowen, Mill Point again, and finally 
a Mohawk word, associated with the legendary 
Deserontyou, who carried this proud Indian 
fifteen canoe loads of Mohawks to Tyendinaga 


The town of D 
bertson’s) Wharf, then as 
Deseronto. “Deseronto”’ is 
Thunderbird. Captain John 
name, was the chief who led 
in 1784. 

The site of the town was originally part of the Indian reserve. Then 
in 1835, John Culbertson, the son of a Scotch fur trader and a grandson 
of Captain Deserontyou, applied to the Mohawk chiefs for a section of 
land, at the east end of the Tyendinaga Reserve. On February 17, 1837, 
4 grant was made to Culbertson, who already had built a landing on the 
site. The landing became known as Culbertson’s Wharf. Culbertson con- 
ceived the idea of a village about his residence, but it was only in 1855 
that a small plot was surveyed for that purpose; Culbertson named it Des- 
eronto, after his grandfather. 


[H-¢c-mM.- ethedhea 
dated 1907 } 


A portion of Culbertson’s land, situated in the centre of the present 
ae a aie in July, 1848, to the H. B. Rathbun Company, a Gace 
ee a ae in Eee New York. The company established a saw mill 
ate 3 ae au the site came to be known as Mill Point. The Rathbun 

vas ted by logs brought down the Moira, Salmon, Trent, and Nap- 


anee rivers. 


H lee 

of econ eeu ae be regarded as the builder and founder 
took over com fe area community. In 1855, he moved to Mill Point, 
operations. In " € control of the business, and proceeded to expand its 
door, Bee rer Sai ihe company operated two saw mills; a sash, 
first roller mill j aoe a shingle factory; and a flour mill, using the 
“Rescue” and “Ran an For towing log-booms they owned the tugs 
“Reliance” carried ger’. Their lake freighters the “Resolute” and the 

“arried cargo to Oswego; and the “Ella Risse“ Deseranter” 
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“Quinte”, and “Armenia” carried passengers. By 1889, the company 
owned and ran the Bay of Quinte Railway, the Thousand Islands Railway, 
and the Napanee and Tamworth Railway, these lines totalling almost 
forty miles. The Rathbun car shops at Deseronto produced rolling stock 
for several other railways. In addition, the company operated a 250-acre 
farm to supply horses for its logging operations. The farm was also run 
experimentally to determine the best crops for local conditions. 


Other Rathbun ventures included a gas, chemical, and charcoal works; 
a terra cotta works; a general store, and a cement works at Marlbank. 
At Madoc, the North American Telegraph Company, a subsidiary of the 
Rathbun Company, provided the first telephone service. This company 
also served a number of exchanges in eastern Ontario from Packenham 
to Peterborough. The Rathbun Company owned most of Deseronto, sold 
lots to its men, helped them build homes, supplied the town with gas, and 
printed the Tribune, a weekly paper. Paper money issued by the company 
was accepted as legal tender by local businesses. 


Meanwhile, the town was growing uP around the Rathbun enterprises. 
Early settlers included the Aylesworth, Gaulin, Bogart, Richardson, Van- 
dervoort, Naylor, and Sager families. They faced many hardships. At 
least one citizen recalled shaking the snow off the bed clothes before 
rising in the morning, since the snow sifted through the cracks in the walls 
of the house. ce 

In 1851, a post office was opened near the east end of the oe 
town. This office, originally called Mill Point, received the name ; 
Bawenuimeleod, acter J. Bowen, who became postmaster 1n that ae : 
1863, it resumed the name of Mill Point, although some people referre 


to it as Deseronca or Deserontia. 


In June of 1871, the population of : 
Manas petitioned county council for village ae Ca oo 
and the village of Mill Point was created that year- ts te : a 
Mill Town led to some confusion, and since many people wante ; ney 
that would show the historic importance of the site, Mill Point became 


Deseronto in 1881. 


Mill Point reached 864, and 105 


The Rathbun Company manufactured street railway cars for the transportation systems of 
he Rathbu 
Oshawa and other cities. 


The church in Deseronto has had an interesting history. At an early 
date, the Wesleyan Methodist minister from Shannonville considered it a 
part of his circuit, and the Anglicans began services in 1864. The Presby- 
terians soon followed, and an unusual arrangement was worked out. All 
three groups worshipped in the same building, the Union Church. The 
Anglicans held their Sunday service in the morning, the Presbyterians in 
the afternoon, and the Methodists in the evening. Then in 1880, the Angli- 
cans built a permanent stone church, and in 1881 the present Presby- 
terian Church was built. The Roman Catholics built a church, which was 
destroyed in the great fire of 1896 and then rebuilt. 


The Rathbun Company reached its peak shortly after 1883, the year 
of its incorporation as one of Canada’s great commercial enterprises, 
with a registered capital of $2,000,000. As many as 5,000 persons were 
employed at one time, and the average in the late 1880’s was 3,000. Sales 
agencies were established in London, England, and other foreign centres. 


By 1888, the village’s population had passed the 3,200 mark, and 
on Monday, January 7, 1889, Deseronto was incorporated as a town. E. 


W. Rathbun, who after the 1860’s had become the leading figure in the 
Rathbun Company, was the town’s first mayor. 
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were away for the day on a holiday excursion to Kingston, and the fire 
gained a strong foothold before fire brigades from Belleville, Napanee, 
and Kingston could reach the scene. The fire destroyed much of the town 
east of Fourth Street, including such Rathbun enterprises as the Deser- 
onto Flour Mill (renowned for its Crown Jewel Flour). A moderate 
estimate set the company’s loss at $150,000, and total fire damage at 


$250,000. 


The company and the town gradually recovered, and bit by bit, a new 
town grew. The Rathbun Company persuaded the Gaylord Iron Company 
of Detroit to set up an iron works at Deseronto in 1899. The Bay of 
Quinte Railway line was extended to the works, and an extensive ore 
dock was built. Charcoal and other chemicals were supplied by the Rath- 
bun Chemical Company. However, the Gaylord Iron Company, like the 
Rathbun Company, eventually had to close, due to the exhaustion of local 
timber supplies. 


Deseronto’s present population is about 1,900 persons. Although 
some find employment in nearby centres, such as Napanee and Belle-. 
ville, most are employed in local businesses and industries. Among the 
prominent industries are the Canadian Optical Company, Ideal Vendors. 
Metcalfe Canning Company, and Hawley Brothers woodworking plant. 
Tourism is important because of the town’s position on the Bay of Quinte. 
and the completion of the Quinte Skyway, linking Deseronto to Prince 
Edward County, will help the town’s business. Deseronto’s citizens enjoy 
a full programme of sports and other activities. Although its importance 
has lessened from the days of the vast Rathbun Empire, Deseronto remains 
an attractive town, possessing a fine group of citizens. 


This 1907 view shows the Orphans’ Home operated by the Licensee ee cl a aed 
The home stood on Foresters Island (earlier called Soa oe Dee ; 
ontyou). The island was in the Bay of Quinte, just south of Des 7 
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Rawdon Township 


at present but slenderly settled; the soil 


“1e tshs2.*: ohn 
in general of the usual quality, part good, part indif 
tes (D'Arcy Boulton, 1805) 
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Rawdon Township was named in honour of Francis Rawdon-Hastings 
(1754-1826), a distinguished British military leader in the American 
Revolution. The township’s boundaries were first surveyed by William 
Hambly, who arrived at the south-east corner on January 4, 1794. Hambly S 
diary tells of his discovery of good stands of pine and oak timber, of 
the extreme cold that caused axes to break, and of his fear of hostile 
Indians, Near the Moira River, which he called the Sevee River, he camp- 
ed in a tamarack swamp. While crossing the frozen Crowe River on Feb- 
ruary 12, three of Hambly’s men “fell thro the Ice but received no other 
Damage than wetting . . . struck fire to dry. Snowing fast so we camped 
here.” Moir 
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Until 1796, Rawdon and Huntingdon townships were reserved for a |= 


sroup of men who had agreed to bring in settlers, in return for large land Reps 
. . erlvaseai 
grants. A few settlers came in; however, the schemes failed, and the 2 


township was declared vacant. After May, 1796, the survey was com- 
pleted. Among the first settlers was Joshua Goldsmith, who, as early as 
1803, obtained a licence to operate a still with a capacity of 53 gallons. |-p), 
In 1804, Samuel Rosebush also obtained a licence to operate a still in ae 
Rawdon. In fact, Rosebush was the only licensed distiller in the county oa 
in 1804. A shortage of hay and the use of rye to feed the cattle had forced | 
several other distillers to close down their stills. By 1806, R. George Mac-| 
aulay and John Ross had joined Rosebush in the distilling trade. : . 


| 
Yo! 


Many of the early settlers were of Loyalist stock — families such =) 


the Chards, Weeses, Hubbles, Sines, Huffmans, and Dafoes. They were 
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joined by families of American and other origins: Westcott, Montgomery, | 


Rogers, White, Fox, Parks, Rolph, Morton, Mack, Bateman, Meiklejohn, | guts 


Duncan, Wellman, and so on. 


The township grew slowly. In 1821, there were only 200 people, of 
whom 105 were under 16 years of age; there were only 35 males 16 years 
and over. About 670 acres of land were being cultivated, and livestock 
included 32 horses, 37 oxen, 78 cows, and 19 horned cattle. The town- 
ship had only seven frame or squared-timber houses, and there was a 
grist mill and a saw mill. Yearly taxes for the entire township came to 
a modest £9. 10s. 5d. By 1829, the population had increased to 329, and 
1,046 acres of land were under cultivation. 


Troubled times in Great Britain helped to boost the population in 
the mid 1830’s. From 355 in 1830, the population rose to 625 in 1835, 
and 767 in 1836. This increase was accompanied by some prosperity, as 
The Intelligencer noted in 1837: “Grains of all description do well in 
this township, a large quantity of potash is made annually in Rawdon, 
which with the rest of the produce is principally brought to Belleville”. 
The Intelligencer commented on the “great number of mill sites” avail- 
able, and the existence of “two saw mills and a very excellent grist mill”. 
In the third concession, there was a Baptist house of worship, which other 
denominations were allowed to use. (Earlier, the Baptists had held services 
+n Samuel Rosebush’s house.) The account concluded: “There are some 
very able farmers in the township of Rawdon, men who have also man- 
aged to lay up money for a future day.” In 1839, the population reached 
1,067. 


As elsewhere, transportation was a problem. Before the 1840's, there 
was talk of a railroad to connect the township with Belleville, but nothing 
came of the project for forty years. In the 1840’s, Susanna Moodie com- 
mented on the Ridge Road (between Rawdon Village, or Stirling, and 
Luke’s Tavern), which she called a “most extraordinary natural pheno- 
menon . . . along the top of a sharp ridge, so narrow that it leaves barely 
breadth enough for two waggons to pass - - - The road is well fenced on 
either side, or it would require some courage to drive young skittish horses 
along this dangerous pass.” A map of 1850 described the Ridge Road as 
“very good”; however, the road leading north to Marmora was said to be 


“very bad corduroy’, especially the northern half which passed through 


swamps. 


The township farmers made history on November 3, 1848, when they ee a 
held their first agricultural fair. This set an “example worthy of being | ae 


followed by other townships”, according to the Victoria Chronicle. 


Also in 1848, the township farmers held what may have been their 
first town meeting to elect officials. William Chard was named a 
and fifty-five pathmasters and eleven town wardens were appointed. One o 


the wardens’ duties was to keep the Sabbath from being profaned. When 
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Rawdon’s population in 1850 stood at 2,613. Annual production 
amounted to 37,000 bushels of wheat, 13,000 bushels of oats, 11,000 


\bushels of peas, 21,000 bushels of potatoes, 5,000 bushels of turnips, 


30,000 pounds of maple sugar, 8,100 pounds of wool, and 7,000 pounds 
of butter. 


By 1861, the population stood at 4,344, and the township was said to 
be in “a very prosperous and thriving condition”. It produced 27,000 
bushels of mangel-wurzel, a variety of beet used for cattle feed. Butter 
production was 12,000 pounds. The 1861 census showed 43,000 sheep; how- 
ever, «that figure probably should have read 4,300 sheep. 


Following the incorporation of Stirling as a village (1858), the 
township council decided to build a new hall. Harold was selected, since 
it was the most central community, and in 1863 the township hall was 
opened. The modest stone structure, still in use, has wide pine flooring 
as well as the original chairs and wood-buming stove. To-day, the aon 
taph at Harold honours the inhabitants of Rawdon who servad in the 
two world wars, including thirty-four who gave their est 
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About 1865, one of the earliest cheese factories in eastern Ontario 

o ? = 
began at Wellman’s Corners. Professor King, a cheese-maker, came from 
the United States and instructed James Whitton Jr. Unfortunately, the 
factory operated only about three years, although Mr. Whitton and his 


wife later operated the Plum Grove Cheese Factory (located on the same 
site) with more success. 


In the 1880's, the coming of the railroads created a boom and led 
to the development of such communities as Anson Junction. Named after 
farmer Anson Cummings, the site was at the junction of the Grand June-  ¢ 

i tion Railway and the Central Ontario Railway. Directly to the east of the 
{ (junction was Chard’s general store. Another community, Big Springs, 
sprang up at the junction of the Central Ontario Railway and the Cana- 
ne dian Pacific Railway. Big Springs was supposed to become a divisional 
M point, but there were disputes over land, so the yards were located at 
: ale Havelock instead. Later, the community was called Bell View, after a 

Floven¢\ hotel built by John Bell. When the community voted dry in 1897, the 
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Spr ngbrosh | 


John Morgan’‘s mill at Springbrook, 1910. 


hotel closed, but the name of Bell View was kept for the community. 

The station was called Central Ontario Junction. A suggested new name 

was CEPACO, the unhappy result of uniting Central Ontario with Pacific 

(as in Canadian Pacific Railway). Fortunately, station agent J F. Be 

circulated a petition to have the community named in honour of meres 

: \ Bonar Law, Canadian-born Conservative prime minister of Great Britain, 
\ 1921-22. Thus Bonarlaw was named. 


i ’s has srist and saw 
Manufacturing since the 1880's has been confined to grist < 


mills, brick yards, and cheese factories. Among the latter the ies s)) \ rte s 

Cheese Manufacturing Company, located on W. J. Kingston's farm He 1e igh 
fourth concession. The building’s cost was kept down to were Apa 
| cause the stockholders worked at the building for one dollar a day. [he | °°" 


first year, 1889, was 9.48 cents } s+;,1;, 


price of the cheese sold in the company’s 
per pound. 


_riage shop, a blacksmith shop, and three general stores. By 1869, Spring- 


population dropped to below the 2,000 mark 


Son <e 
: . 
= eae — 


1903. The teachers were Miss B. Swanson and Miss M. 
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The largest unincorporated village in the township is Springbrook. } 
The earliest settlers were the McKenna and Rupert families. At one time, 
the settlement boasted two hotels, a grain elevator, a cheese factory, a car- 
4+} 
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brook formed a part of the Marmora Mission of the Wesleyan Methodist 
Church: however, in 1882, a church was built at a cost of $581. The com- | /™ °! 
munity also possessed a combined saw mill, grist mill, shingle mill, and/ °* 

cheese box factory, owned by John Morgan. Springbrook may have taken\ “)" 
its name fromthe cheese factory, which had been built before 1887 on BN aA 
spring and a brook, or it may have been named by Mrs. McKenna. Early | 
cheesemakers were troubled by patrons putting water in the milk, since 
farmers were paid by the weight; inspectors and tests were used to chec 

this. The Springbrook cheese factory produced up to 200,000 pounds “A 
cheese a year. In the present century, cheesemaker R. Wesley Thompson 
was among the first to produce whey butter in Ontario, if not in Canada. | 


From a peak population of almost 3,500 in the 1880’s, Rawdon’s 
by 1940. To-day it stands at 
larger farms and agricultural mech- 
don remains as the county’s fifth most- 
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Stirling 


It is a very pretty rural place, and is fast rising 
towards the dignity of a town.” 


(Susanna Moodie, 1852)< 


The village of Stirling had its beginning about 1797, when it was 
only a mill site on Rawdon (or Salmon) Creek. Early records show that 
on August 28, 1797, John Bleecker and Caleb Gilbert, who had settled in 
the front part of Sidney, were allotted Lot 1] in Rawdon township (land 
now part of the village) on condition that they build mills within two 
years. Bleecker died before the mills were completed. and Samuel Rose- 
bush completed the work in 1807. 


In the 1820’s and 1830’s, settlers from the British Isles began to 
arrive in the Stirling area. Among the earliest was Robert Parker. who 
came from Ayr, near Stirling, Scotland, in 1821. Parker came out to 
look after his family’s interest in the Marmora Mines but later purchased 
land in Rawdon Township, constructed a mill at Wellman’s Corners, en- 
tered into the timber export trade, and operated “Parkers Tavern’ at 
Stirling. Along with Edward Fidlar, the owner of the Stirling mills after 
1831, Parker helped to shape the growth and development of Stirling in 
its earlier days. 


The present village has been known by several names — Fidlar 
Mills (after mill owner Edward Fidlar); Seldon Mills (after a former 
mill owner, Sheldon Hawley, a prominent Trenton businessman); and 
Rawdon Mills or Rawdon Village (after the township). A witty friend of 
Susanna Moodie once suggested that, instead of Rawdon, it ought to be 
called “Fidlar’s Green”. Mrs. Moodie almost agreed, since she believed 
that it was to Fidlar’s “energy and industry” that the community mainly 
owed its existence. Moreover, Fidlar served as the first postmaster 1n 


1853. 
The present name was given the commun 


nineteenth century, because the Scottish people thought that the sur- 
rounding countryside closely resembled that of Stirlingshire in Scotland, 


whence many of them had come. 
In 1832, there were probably only a half dozen houses where Stirling 
now stands. By 1846, the hamlet had acquired a population of about 8 
persons, and boasted one grist and saw mill, two stores, and four taverns. 
Stirling grew slowly. In 1350, it was reported that the village was | 


only then beginning to make any progress. The cleari pine 
from the surrounding land Jed the settlers to turn more to agricu ures 


ity in the middle of the 


hence, Stirling developed as a market town. 
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In 1858, Stirling was incorporate 
records show that Nicholas Lake serve 
while John N. Ward was the village clerk, 

Several of the village’s first churches were erected in this period: 
Wesleyan Methodist Church (1853), St. Andrew s Presbyterian Church 
(1856), Episcopal Methodist Church (1858), St. John’s Anglican Church 
(1860). The Roman Catholic Church of St. James the Minor dates from 
1875. 

By 1860, the population was estimated at about one thousand. The 
Directory of the County of Hastings, 1860-61, provides this interesting 
description of the village: 

“The village of Stirling . . . is surrounded by a good agricultural 
country, and being in a central position commands a large trade. Its 
buildings are of an excellent class, well furnished, and composed of dur- 
able material. It has made rapid progress within the past few years, 
and from its natural position, and having an enterprising and wealthy 
people, is destined to become an important Inland Town. There are sev- 
eral first-class dry goods stores and grocery shops, and mechanics of 
various kinds. It has one of the finest flouring mills in the county — 
a substantial stone building, 4 stories high, and 50 by 72 feet — carried 
on by Mr. William Baker. There is also a Woollen factory, a Sash and 
Blind factory, Tanneries, Carriages, Cabinet and Cooper’s shops. The 
village has a pleasant situation, and is remarkably healthy.” 
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Stirling as it appeared on a 1914 picture postcard. 


Unfortunately, Baker’s fine flour mill was destroyed by fire in 1866. 
D. McDougall then fitted up the four story woollen factory as a flouring 
mill, run partly by steam and partly by Rawdon Creek. Its capacity was 
a hundred barrels a day. 


Stirling is typical of many other district villages in its gradual mod- 
ernization over the last seventy-five years. After disastrous fires on 
June 14, 1883, and August 9, 1909, destroyed large sections of the town, 
a steam fire engine was purchased in the winter of 1908-1909. This was 
an upright steam boiler drawn by a team of horses. The owner of the 
team of horses to arrive first at the fire hall was paid. A black team, 
owned by Robert Fletcher, were so well trained that they would start for 
the fire hall, almost automatically, whenever they heard the fire bell. A 
regular fire brigade was organized in 1909. Earlier, in 1897, the horti- 
cultural society was formed. In 1900, the first telephone system was set 
up. It consisted of six telephones, three of which were to be found in 
hotels, one in Ferguson’s livery, one “1 the Grand Trunk Railway Station, 
and one in the residence of George Scott, who operated the exchange. 
Hydro electric power came to Stirling in February, 1910, supplied by 
the Seymour Power Company. The Board of Trade, now called the 
Chamber of Commerce, was set up ‘1 1914. Today the village's popula- 
tion is about 1,300. 


The passage of time has seen the removal of many historic land- 
marks. Among these was a famous elm tree, standing 1n the centre of the 
village. It was beneath its branches in 1921 that Arthur Meighen is said 
to have delivered his first speech as prime minister of Canada. 
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For many years after 1800, Huntingdon was a wilderness. In a } a 

Robert Gourlay estimated that in the whole township there ae oe i. 
‘our families, consisting of twenty-four persons. These may have 


the Ketcheson and Ostrom families from the front, in addition ees 
Denike and Philip Luke, who had settled near the present village 0) 
Moira. Other early settlers at Moira included the Dalys and Daniel Wood. 

Perhaps as early as the 1820's, a 
Huntingdon by the Ashley family. 
concessions were the Vandewater, 


settlement was begun near West 
Other pioneers of the southern three 

Hagerman, Spencer, VanTassell, Cronk, 
Thompson, Morton, and Clare families. Most of these settlers located in the 
western part of Huntingdon, and settlement gradually moved to the east- 
ern limits, 


Settlement in the southern half 
Canada Company, founded in 1824 by 
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WS29PAC RES B26 vel-T. 


oxen, and there w 


to 12 horses, 56 cows, and 34 


i t ip. 5, 437 in- 
habitants worked 1,222 acres, he township By 183 


LF 
Transportation Was improved after 1827, when the Canadian govern| 5" 57 s 
ment set aside £75 to improve the road leading north to Madoc Township; 
later, a bridge was built actoss Moira Lake. eo that the pioneers no lon- 
ger had to take their y ae maps, Moira 
9 
e from the Hog’s Back, a rock 
rock was above water most of 


F 


oxen across b raft. O 

Lake appeared as Hog Lake. T : eae 
formation res 

the time. 


he name cam 
embling a hog’s bac 


*k, which 
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An early community j i 
unity just south of Hog Lak 
Ye ye g Lake was the Scotch S - 
, settled by such families as Blakelys, Gordons, and McGuires ee 


west of Hog Lake was the Irish S 
eaes fanntilies. rish Settlement, with the Bailey, Keene, and 


Perhaps the first town meeting, to elect officials and i 

ace. ol : | als and establish regu- 
ee so on, took place on January 5, 1836. Philip Luke 
hia operator near West Huntingdon was elected town clerk These 
= y ae meetings caused great excitement, since the “west towners’”’ on 
ter untingdon came in force, armed with clubs. Poskuduitly town 
shi as rs 1 the 
hip business was usually settled in a friendly manner, and there was 
little need to resort to clubs. : 


The old Fuller School (S.S. No 
8), showing the interesting ar- 
chitecture of the nineteenth 


century. L P ture n A-C 


a Many of the early settlers were Protestant Irish, ministered to by 
the Wesleyan Methodist circuit riders and the occasional Anglican mis- 
sionary. As late as 1837, there were “neither churches nor. chapels” in 
the township, the services being held in private houses or at the school 
house. 

As in the other townships, the early settlers were very hospitable. 
The doors were never locked, and no one knocked at a door. The sound 
of a neighbour’s footstep was sweet music. When visitors were leaving. 
it was customary to walk a short distance with them. 
one 


By 1837, Huntingdon possessed several craftsmen, one store, 
grist milli The Intelligencer noted: 


tavern, two saw mills, and one . 
“Munro’s Mills are all the mills this township can at present claim, 
but as there are others in progress, and as the want of mills has been a 
serious detriment to the township, it is expected that when the others get 
into operation, they will mutually facilitate the settling of the township. 


W. B. Tanner's Trad- 
ing Waggon, |vanhoe, 
bringing the general 
store’s merchandise to 
the farmer’s door. 


In fact, The Intelligencer was in error, since Munro’s Mills were in 
Hungerford Township, on the site of Tweed. The population stood at 741 


in 1837,and by 1840 this had increased td 853) Although there were six 
schools, only two of these were frame (the others being log), and they 
were said to have “an indifferent staff of teachers” in the 1840's. 


Most of the vacant arable lands in Huntingdon were settled by 1850, 
when the population stood at 2,196. There were then eight saw mills in 
the township, and the farms produced 21,000 bushels of wheat, 14,000 
pounds of maple sugar, 5,100 pounds of butter, and large crops of oats 
and peas. The sheep contributed 6,000 pounds of wool. 


After the 1850’s, when the population peak of almost 3,000 was 
reached, there was a gradual decline. People moved from rural to urban 
areas. In 1940, the figure was below 1,500 where it has remained. 


_ Huntingdon Township Council came into being in 1850. One of its 
first acts (By-Law Nine) was to provide a fine of five shillings for any 
person convicted of keeping a dangerous dog. Township taxes in 1850 
amounted to £150, two-thirds of which went as part payment for the town- 
es SOA ee was erected at Moira on land costing £10. 
ouncil allowed the hall to be used for divisi ; i - 
cation, and temperance meetings. a aA ela 
i The village of Moira was t} 
20 to 1918. It was also the sit i ; 7 

said dovuete tially eae : e of the first township post office, and 


son. Earlier, perhaps before 1845 church on land given by Henry Ketche- 


meeting house. Moira was . 
° a typic : . ‘ i 
century. Samuel Ketcheso eee village in the mid nineteenth 


me and sold homespun, ae shop. Alexander Irvine and his wife 
retailed for the modes 


t sum of five 


ure factory and kept a tavern, while 


Sgons, buggies, cutters, and 
Factory was opened. 


PAC 


vel 
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Another important centre was Ivanhoe, which in 1918 became the 
seat of township government. Among Ivanhoe’s early settlers were Wil- 
liam Mitts (Mitz), Hugh MacMillan, John Wood, and the Carscallen, 
Burnett, and Roy families, most of whom arrived between 1832 and 
1837. On July 1, 1851, the government opened a post office called St. 
George. The name was unsatisfactory, since most of the families traced 
their origins to Scotland or Ireland. Accordingly, St. George became 
Ivanhoe on April 1, 1857. The new name was suggested by Thomas Emo, 
a young school teacher who had come from Ireland about 1845 and who 
admired Walter Scott’s novel, /vanhoe. For many years Emo served as 
reeve of Huntingdon, and in 1875 he was county warden. The first 
church in the Ivanhoe area was St. John’s Presbyterian, erected in 1867: 


it was followed by St. Andrew’s in 1882. 


Loyal Orange Lodge at Ivanhoe, circa 1900. [James GleJ 


L 


About 1870, a cheese factory was built near Ivanhoe. on “Se 
time, milk had to be taken to the Halloway Cheese Factory in ‘es slik 
built in 1867. Because of the lack of refrigeration facilities, eke shes 
made twice a day. This meant a twenty-four lour operation for the am . 
maker; and the milk drivers would leave Ivanhoe Ee cog Be i y 
after midnight on Monday mornings, so that they could a gh ila 
a day. The first president of the Ivanhoe Cheese I pt nee Ee sy ese P 
a former British sailor who had been with the McC ae x ane 
the 1850’s in the unsuccessful search for Arctic explorer Sir Jonn tls 
lin. The cheese factory was renamed Beulah in 1889. 

The community of Fuller took its name from John Fuller, a pronee! 


artin Mitts, w ‘alked into the 
settler. Other early settlers included Martin Mitts, Steines : ane 
area on foot from Thomasburg about 1830 and became the ais s fir 


“some thirteen y 
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Isaac Peck, and (Mr) General McCumber. A stone 


850. The Bible Christians were the first denomination 
used by other groups. An import- 
Sand and Gravel Company, which 


known white settler; 


school was built in ] Bi 
to build a church, but the building was 


ant industry was the Fuller Consolidated 
closed about 1952. 


Mining has played a role in the township’s growth. In addition to 


sand and gravel operations, tale and fluorspar have been worked profit- 
\ (later Henderson) Tale Mine began, and 


ably. In 1899, the Wellingtom 
ears later the Connolly Mine’s first shaft was sunk. Much 
d in Ontario has come from Huntingdon Township. 


d in 1912 from the Perry property, just north 
fluorspar, used in the production of 
The limestone quarries at Crookston 
in the first quarter of this cen- 


of the fluorspar mine 
The first fluorspar was mine 
of Moira Lake. Total production of 
steel,amounted to over 100,000 tons. 
provided employment for many persons 


tury. 


Despite its inland p 
example, in the 1870's, 
of New York City with such delicacies as turtles, while the township’s 


swamps and marshes abounded with wild duck. To-day, about 250 cottages 
dot the shoreline of Moira Lake, and the area has developed into a valu- 
able summer cottage settlement. 

A century and a half have passed since the arrival of the first set- 


et eo of their descendants are still to be found in the township 
working the land their ancestors cleared in the days before @antederation 


A group of ni Ypsy GA ee 
Air nineteenth ce wm Miya, 7 ae & Seg 
blacksmith’s anvil in HOuRESGEET acre posed for thi adie 
. is picture while 
grouped about the 


[Jame Gle J 


osition, the waterways have been important. For be. 
Moira Lake was said to provide the restaurants Atl. 


J 


vil | miraculously surfacec 


) | Len 
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Chapter 49 


Hungerford Township 


I am sorry to be obliged to remark that I did not meet 
with one good lot of land in the whole course of my 
survey of Hungerford. It is one entire continuation of 
Rock and Swamp.” | 


(Alexander Aitken, 1797) 


Hungerford Township, with an area of about 93,000 acres, is the 
largest single township in Hastings County. It is drained by the Moira, 
Clare and Skootamatta rivers, as well as by Parks, Black and Otter creeks. 
Within its borders is Stoco Lake, said to have been named after a Missis- 
sauga chief, Stougcong. As early as 1834, a Kingston newspaper referred 
to the seventeenth century dispute between the Mohawks and the Missis- 
saugas over the ownership of the lake and the surrounding countryside, 
which both tribes claimed for a hunting ground. In September, 16%. 
the Mohawks are said to have driven the Mississaugas from the area and 
to have taken up a strong position on elevated ground, on the north bank 
of the Moira. The retreating Mississaugas met their gallant chief Stougcong 
(or Stoco), who persuaded them to renew the battle. Many died in the 
resulting attack, and when it appeared that the Mohawks were losing, the 
Mohawk chief challenged Stougcong to single combat. After a long fight, 
“a deadly blow, well directed from Stoco’s strong arm, laid Mohawk dead 
at his feet”. The remaining Mohawks fled. and the Mississaugas named the 
lake Stoco, in honour of the brave chief. Even after the coming of the Loy- 
alists in 1784, the Mississaugas continued to fish and hunt at Stoco Lake. 


The township takes its name from Francis Rawdon-Hastings. who 
was descended from the Barons of Hungerford. 


In 1797, Alexander Aitken surveyed part 
conclusion was that the rock and swamp made the 
I am afraid to offer it to any person. Nevertheless, when the best lands 
‘n the front townships were filled, the government decided to take a 
second look at Hungerford. In 1822; Samuel N. Benson surveyed se 
sections, for which work he received grants in the township, sah fae 
(payment. The story is told that the Clare River paceman at mame 2 a 
time, after Thomas Clare, a chain-bearer with Benson’s survey pat y 
| Clare is said to have fallen into the creek, disappeared under the ice, anc 
1 through an air hole down stream. [To commem- 
d it the Clare River. 


of the township, but his 
land “‘so very bad that 


| orate the event, Benson name ; oo. 

The first permanent settlers probably came about mye ie 
Island, on the south side of Stoco Lake. These settlers se eesige a 
and Martin Donohue, and they were soon followed by bi iP / ; ao 
and Nichol Conlin. Sugar Island was so ise. the Indians 
made maple sugar there every spring. 


named _ becat 


Murphy’s General Store 
at Stoco, 1878. 


[ Belde' 
Mas 


i cre Settlement after 1826 was aided by the Canada Company, which 


‘sold reserve lots obtained from the Crown. Early settlers included Beat 


A+) 


Cabourie, Host, Way, Close, Martin and Kerr families. The most popu- 
LS ‘Jar settlement area continued to be the land near Stoco Lake, and the 
} "village of Tweed (called Munro in the early 1830’s) sprang up. By 
LY 1836, Trumpour’s sawmill was operating near Cha man or Chapman’s 
V Corners (founded by Alexander Chapman). In 1833) there were 192 ci, 
i) inhabitants: however, this increased to 333 in 1834, 420 in 1835, and + * 
f 506 by 1838. The acreage under cultivation more than doubled from °°) 
. 736 acres in 1835 to 1,645 in 1838. There were no schools, churches, 

: stores, or taverns in 1837, although the township would soon acquire 

| these features of civilization. 


With the beginning of township councils in 1850, it was decided 
to erect a town hall at Georgetown, a mile south of Tweed on the banks 
of Stoco Lake. Land for the hall was donated by Felix Gabourie, the 
founder of Georgetown. Earlier town meetings had been held at Join] T= 
Way’s house or Caton’s School House at Chapman’s Corners. vy 
| ji By the (1850's, Hungerford’s population had passed Huntingdon’s, 
..¢ (¢50)but there still was much unsold Crown land. New settlements began. 
Pi6 East of Stoco Lake, Abraham L. Bogart of Belleville purchased a lar e| Pei 

tract on the Clare River about 1853 d buil . Bb Conserve 
Thésipntwines haute ae and built a saw mill and grist a | Re yert | 
g y was known as Bogart’s Mills and later Bogart.) >” 


The first concession bet . ; : Pp. 10+ 
fill up. Among iba one Chisholm’s Mills and Marlbank began to 


tien x munities were Moneymore, so called by earl 
ee ae d community in their paceriant Lime eee 
ment was made; ae ane: deposit, from which high quality ce- 
for its deposi of cc enellly called! Allen?s Nulleenaried 

posits of marl. Before 19002 both: Lime | lake. and Marlbank 


played a major role in the j : ; 
of Deseronto. © industrial empire of the Rathbun Company 


At7 


2? 


Po vii 


a ia 
2 


y was named for th 
and Thomas Graham. 


7 Clare, Thomas Nichols 


ree early settlers: Thomas 
Thomas Graham establish- 
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Mur- S anley Weir 
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rence Ws 


24aAagm 


ed a woodworking, catrri: C Ne 
g, carriage and casket shop i am 
endent Or shop in what is now th 2 
ee tee oe Oddfellows Hall. In 1878, Thomasburg also ‘Seana 
Brakes ie a tannery, a large cheese factory, a potash oe f : 
eos ) as orks, four 
, range Hall, a good common school, and 200 people mn 


Agriculture was the lifeblood of mshi = 
head in 1861 were cultivating at. ee pe sce al : 
ee wheat (43,000 bushels), rye (15,000 bushels), as (40 000 buch : 
p00: (53,000 bushels), potatoes (55,000 bushels), ile Ate 
8, pounds), and butter (92,000 pounds). The township’s tot: oe 
ulation stood at 4,354. eee ag 


—— 


View of the Nichols Chemical Company operations at Sulphide, 1913. 


[from Andersen Pictures in H-C-M- Neg- Ne- ZI4A 4 
By 1870, settlement 1n Hungerford was largely complete, and there + 


was little change in population during the next fifteen years. Most of/ “* 
ablished, including Otter Creek, P-/04 


the present communities had been est 
taking its name from the many otters that inhabited the meandering, 

| sluggish stream; Farrell’s Corners, named after the first settler, Vincent 
Farrell; Duff’s Corners, founded by George Duff, who operated a black- 
smith shop; and Larkin, named after David Larkin. In 1878. the small 
post village of Stoco had 100 people, and Thomas Mulroney’s carriage 
factory provided employment. Georgetown remained the seat of town- 
ship government, and the “‘finest town hall in the county. - - surrounded tes 
7 by a neat picket fence” was erected there in 1877 at a cost of $2,500. |%-c- 
As a centennial project in 1967, Hungerford Township has renovated aera 
the hall and added an office wing, which project was one of the first | ¥/,,, 
four in Canada to be approved and completed. 

he late nineteenth century affected 
ean Madoc Mining Company set up 


Aira ae 


The county mining boom of t 
Hungerford. About 1880, the Ameri 
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come ie Whereas by Her Majesty’s Letters Patent 


to me directed, A PUBLIC FAIR OR MART is appointed to be held 


AT THE VILLAGE OF STOCO, 


| on the FIRST Tuesday in: he Month of May, aad the 


SECOND Wednesday in the month of October, respectively, in each and 
every year, to commence at 9 o’clock in the morning, and to continue each 
time, respectively, until Sunset. 


NOW KNOW YR, 


That in my capacity of High Sheriff of the said County 
of Hastings, 1 do hereby give notice, that the said public | 


FAIR OR MART 


Will be duly' opened DY Me at the Vi ! 
SAPUERN de QANE DAY Ow oomom NOM 
iuttaunisetitea ae J. W. DUNBAR MOODIE, 


Intell; © Print HIGH SHERIFF. 


"Bran tee i bed P-A-C. Collection | 
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Hungerford Mine as a gold mine. This property, north-east of Tweed,| = 


was taken De about 1900 by the Nichols Chemical Company for ihe 
production of sulphides. The village of Sulphide was built nearby. 


Shortly before 1900, Hungerford reached a population peak) 


of about 5,000. However, the movement from country to cities re- 
versed the trend, and by 1950 there were only 2,000 people. At the end 
of 1964, the loss of a large share of its sulphuric acid market (with the 
shutdown of the Bancroft uranium mines) forced the Nichols Chemical 
Company plant at Sulphide to close. In recent years the plant had em- 
ployed between fifty and sixty persons. 


Hungerford remains an important agricultural township. Although 
its original prospects were not good and its settlement began later than 
elsewhere in the southern six townships, its people have developed a proud 
tradition. This can be seen in the rebuilding of the Thomasburg United 
Church. The church (erected in 1881) was destroyed by fire on Sep- 
tember 26, 1963; exactly a year later, a new church was dedicated. The 
same spirit can be seen in the celebrations attending the centennial of 
Christ Church (Anglican) at Thomasburg in 1960. The following descrip- 
tion of Hungerford is as true to-day as it was in 1878 when it was written: 


“Societies organized, churches built, stores convenient, schools excel- 
lent, mills abundant and flourishing, and every convenience al hand, 
make a prosperous and happy rural people.’ 


HA 


North America’s smallest 
jailhouse, NOW operated as a 
tourist information booth and 
office by the Tweed Chamb- 
er of Commerce. Measuring 
16 by 20 feet, the jailhouse 
originally contained three 
cells, each about six by seven 
feet. The building was com- 
pleted in 1900 on land sold 
to the village of Tweed by 
the Township of Hungerford 
. for one dollar. 


tH 
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Taueod News and 


i Chapter 50 


i Tweed | 
Mills. recently named Tweed, is notor- 
he residence of a host of drunken 
constantly quarrelling and annoying 


“Hungerford 
ious for being t 
loafers, who are 


5 . ” ji 
the peacible portion of the inhabitants. ee woted in 
| (Brighton Sentinel, 1853)~ “Canadian Tribu 
| Marck 15,1853 
Until its incorporation as a village in 1890, Tweed was part of 
i ‘'d-- 1. (Hungerford Township. The village had its beginning in the 1830's, when 


~~ | Allan Munro established the Hungerford Mill. A visitor in August, 1834, 

“~~~ ) noted that the settlement,to which Munro had “‘taken the liberty of giving 

{ “/ | his own name”, was divided by the Moira River. Already there were two in 
‘saw mills and one grist mill at the site. Among the pioneers was ieee za 

¥ Woodcock, who in 1828 had become the first white settler. = 

. Tweed’s early growth was slow, partly because of its nearness to 

Georgetown, a mile distant; however, Tweed soon replaced Georgetown 

as the township’s chief population centre. By 1856, Georgetown had only 

60 inhabitants, while Tweed had about 300. The two communities eradu- 

ally grew together. 


Tian In the 1850s, Tweed became the fourth main centre on the Moira 
River, behind Belleville, Cannifton, and Madoc. It was the jumping off 
point for those wishing to move to the northern townships, since a stage 


line linked Belleville and Tweed by 
ber centre and had two saw mills 
fifties. 


M QO) } 


1856. The village remained a lum- = : 


and two lumber merchants in the early P a 


+ 

}95¢ 

| . There was some fear that the village might not grow, owing to a | ~~ 

vad reputation. The Brighton Sentinel noted in 1853) that Tweed had be> Canad. 

| come “the residence of a host of drunken loafers”. The paper fattioned: ao. 
ie eee is well situated, and grows rapidly, but as long as it is in- oe 
fested by such lawless, blood-thirsty : sn 
expected to become a place 
will care to risk their lives 
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ee ee > epee 267s wo shoving de 
built, an excellent stone school ee ee dnied es Se a0 ae 

: pupils, and two Me- 
thodist churches had been erected. The Masonic Lodge was meeting in 
its new hall, and several local societies were meeting in the public hall 
over Dr. Pomeroy’s drug store. The village’s growth after 1880 continued 
slow but steady. Despite the decline of lumbering and the uncertain min- 
ing picture in centre Hastings, Tweed’s industry expanded. The building 
of the Canadian Pacific Railway (and later the Napanee and Weamwuth 
Railway) through Tweed offered an outlet for local produce, and the~ 
village became the centre for the trade of north Hungerford and Elzevir / 
townships. By 1890, many new buildings were erected, including a sash | 
and blind factory operated by Messrs. Vandusen and Houston, and a 
carriage factory owned by M. A. McGowan. Perhaps the most important 
industry in 1890 was George Easterbrook’s “full roller process” flouring 
mill and grain elevator. Easterbrook also operated a saw mill. 


James Jamison’s 
lumber and _ flour 
mills at Tweed, 


1878. 
aa 


1891. after the village's 
county council on Sep- 


Tweed’s growth led to its incorporation ‘a 
separation from Hungerford was approved by 


tember 16, 1890. 


To-day, according to the 1966 census, there are 


about 1,720 people 


in Tweed, which remains an important market centre. The ee a 
centre of the Tweed District of the Ontario Department Ss tog oth 
Forests. Tweed has attracted considerable attention In on Th Sa 
for its small stone jail house, restored as a tourist in eng oi ts 
by the Tweed Chamber of Commerce. This Desa a fae 
served as a jail for many years and housed Be as cilinge aie 
of the Great Depression. Tweed’s election for the a Ms sce ae 
also has attracted national attention, since it appeare : . eae eh 
Tweed might have the country’s first all-woman council. 


capture the reeveship and two council seats. 


t Chapter 51 


d Lake Townships 
ineral wealth; and no 
better field for the enter- 


\ Marmora an 


“The township abounds in m 
| place in Canada escete a 
prising impels (County of Hastings Directory, 1864-65) 

) ¢ The history of Marmora Township is the story in earn . a 
ing in Eastern Ontario. Since 1820, this township has p a os ing 
iP role in the development of iron mining (as described in chapter e even). 
In addition, copper, lead, silver, gold, and lithographic stone have been 
‘ exploited. 

The discovery of iron ore deposits led Charles Hayes in 1820 to 
Ij ask the provincial government to open up the area. On April 14, 1821, the 
v government passed an act setting up Marmora Township and attaching it 
th to Hastings County. The new township took its name from the Latin word 
for marble, because of “an immense rock of the most delicate white 
marble”, which according to the Kingston Chronicle of December 6, 1822 
“was enough to supply the whole country for ages”. This giant rock stood 
on the south-east corner of Crowe Lake, which was named after the Crow 
Indians, a tribe of about thirty Indians living along Crowe Lake. About 
two miles north-east of the iron works, Beaver Creek entered the Crowe 
River. Beaver Creek was known for its beavers; in the fall of 1822, the 
Indians killed between thirty and forty of them. Both Crowe Lake and 


Beaver Creek were said to “abound with the largest black bass and 
maskenonge”’. 


Although opened for sale in 1821, for some years there was little 
atl ee outside the newly created mining village. The township seemed 
Si ay i front, despite Charles Hayes’ completion of a road to 
-50 Louis Rosebush’s farm ; ; Ay - 

Fp 44-50 sae nae us : farm at Rawdon Village (Stirling). The Kingston press Chronic 
the botteelis a a ee ee and agricultural possibilities of Dex o/ 

Drag med in t : y ; 
this claim was largely wishful dhcinerae nO ATC eal be 
By 1824, Marmora’ : 
Faas armora's population had reached the 400 mark. wae [Sat 


+ 


f 


“F 
Kegon 


C5 down, because of the ] k . 
B26 lation fell to 202 in 1830, a capital and markets, the township’s popu- 


wel- | the 1830's. remained below the 300 mark throughout 


Large areas of poor soil handi 
tivated, comp 
rmora Townsh 


capped farming. In 1835, only 1,006 tes 


ared to 10,171 in Thurlow, and 14,- (26 
1p produced wheat, barley, and peas, } y,/- 2 


acres were being cul 


324 in Sidney. Ma 


j 
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Gazette and several young orchards were said to be in a thriving condition, but 
May 6 a visitor in 1837 described the potash industry as providing the main 


export. The township possessed two religious centres — a Roman Catho- 
| lie church and a Methodist chapel, as well as a school house, which had 
no teacher in 1837. 


Transportation remained a major problem in the late 1830's. There 
a te, | was talk of a railroad from Marmora to the navigable waters of the 


Elimite Trent, or of a canal from the Trent across Sidney Township to Belleville, 
oo : 


Cazdle so as to open the Belleville and overseas markets to the farmers of Mar- 
C mora and the other back townships’. Nothing came of either project at 
ar 3 that time. The Intelligencer commented that a third scheme, a railroad 
$37 | from Belleville to Marmora perhaps via Madoc, would provide “speedy, 
easy and cheap advantages” especially for the iron mines. 


The mines of Marmora produced a variety of products. The litho- 
graphic stone was used in the preparation of the plates for printing the 
county maps in the first county directory in 1860-61. By 1870, as a 
result of the discovery of gold in 1866 at nearby Eldorado, prospectors 
were active in Marmora, and gold and silver were being mined. 


The 1860’s saw a lumbering boom. In 1862-63, James Cummins? !9!2 


took out the first timber licence, and A. S. Page, Pearce Company, Rath- 
bun Company, Michael O’Brien, and other lumbering concerns later work- 
ed the forests. Some timber was made into potash. This industry was 


important from the 1830's to the end of the century. Mrs. Gertrude Cav-] Votes 
erly of Pleasant Corners ‘n north Marmora remembers how the settlers }tvem 


cut down the trees, then piled and burned them. The ashes were put in 
a salt barrel, water was poured on, and the mixture was “boiled down 
until the kettle was red”. The potash was sent away to a soap company, 
for cash. 


Pre Hastings County Pa pers 
in H-C-M- Archiver 7] 


Township seal in use before Confe- 
deration. The “’C.W.” is for Canada 
West, Ontario’s proper name from 
1841 to 1867. 


Although mining and lumbering have been vital to the township, 


agriculture has probably supported more people since un a ee 
the good lands were said to be in the hands of ‘‘thrifty an hs ; aa 
farmers”. The 6,000 acres, being cultivated on 154 aa cS 
annual crop of 20,000 bushels of potatoes, 19,000 a . : ‘eae 
17,000 bushels of oats, 10,000 bushels of peas, 10,000 me on es aa 
nips, and small quantities of buckwheat, rye, and corn. About 42, 
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ctured. The 249 oxen, 841 cows, 337 
“e Vi at $43,894. 

horses, 990 sheep, and 723 pigs were valued at $ . 
a ‘a’s S t, its immediate nor- 
arliest years of Marmoras settlement, its 1mm 
From the earliest yeal has been associated with it. eet 


. ak "4 sl i > “7: _ 
oe Bae oe (1744-1808), a British military leader in}But 
aiter Yi1s 


Ireland and India, Lake Township was first ure ee Bei Ace, a. 
the fall of 1822. In 1851, there were no eet eee y a ae 
more than twenty yeomen had begun to work its lands, mostly * ong t e Pie ter 
newly surveyed Hastings Road. The Directory of the County of astings. aie 
1860-61 explained that Lake Township was “filling up pile an indus- 
trious population, and will doubtless in a few years be erected into a 
separate Municipality”. In fact, this forecast was optimistic. Early set- 
tlers had difficulty locating their lands; many lots were held by specu- 
lators and absentee owners, rather than by bona fide settlers; and trans- 
portation and below-average soil conditions discouraged settlement. Even 
the copper and lead ores found in several locations failed to attract much 
interest at first,although in the late 1800’s Kerslewan’s and Smith’s lead 


mines in the south-east corner were being worked. 


dearer tape 
pounds of maple sugar were manu 


Marmora is known throughout Canada for its mineral resources and 
their development. The Marmoraton Mines, located on about 2,000 acres 
just east of the village of Marmora, is the county’s leading mineral pro- 
ducer to-day. Its workers are generally considered to be among the highest 
paid miners in Canada, since their wages are related to those paid Ameri- 
can employees of the parent company, Bethlehem Steel Corporation. Ac- 
cordingly, the iron ore of Marmora has played a dominant role in the 
township’s development, from its creation in 1821 to its present prosperity. 


The Pearce Saw Mill at 
operations at the beginn 


Marmora was on 
ing of the twent 


e of the county’s leading lumber 


ieth century. [ 
Gra ce (Wexrrenta) 


Chapter 52 


Marmora Village 


“The village of Marmora is known all over Canada, 

and in many parts of the Old World, not on account 

ear: of its size and wealth, but from its connection with 
a the Marmora Iron Works .. .” 


(County of Hastings Directory, 1864-65) 


| Marmora was the first village of importance in the central section 
of Hastings County. The opening of its iron works after 1820 (as describ- 
ed in chapter eleven) created a thriving community, second only to Belle- 

ville for many years. . . 


As early as 1822, Marmora had a population of between 150 and 
200 persons. It was a company town in a sense, since the iron works 
originally built and operated many of the businesses and provided hous- 
ing for its workers. By 1823, lands were being offered for sale to other 
‘nterested businessmen, and a grist mill and brewery were erected in 
that year. 


aie 
The Roman Catholics built the first church in the village by 1830. Pigs 
Mayr were, 


The building, about 43 by 25 feet, was of native stone. The floor was (oe 
of three inch thick pine planks, while a putty coat of white plaster cover-| ' 1 
ed the inside walls. The first pews were of pine, simple in construction. 


The dam and covered bridge 
across the Crowe River at 
Marmora, circa 1900. 


a Grace Warren J 


i i . history of the iron works, and 
Marmora’s history continued to be the history 


jor Pa ee 
when these shut down, as they did from time to time, the rs sul 
: j eo rmiIng ¢ ve m- 
ed greatly Fortunately, by 1860, lumbering and farming ee i i 
t i se sources of trade. 
illag chants catered to these sources 
Diveter portance, and the village merchants catere 7 - 
3 “1° col ; are y 
af the As of (1864there were 49 families resident in the vi ig ; 
e ¢ 7 ; nea Gere eetehe to: the 
Ca ncith - majority of the wage-earners were ‘nvolved in supplying ants ( ‘ 
i as Pric atrick Shea, anc 
FH digg surrounding inhabitants. John Devlin, Thomas Price, Patric Ses 
C} —— 


a= vas the village's 

Henry Weese were shoemakers, while Dennis Shannon was ies Ae 

[64-65 | ilor. There were two blacksmiths — Simon Armstrong and Charles 
ailor. ss 


i Wid Vin 


The first train to arrive at Marmora Station on the Central Ontario Railway line from ene 
on to Coe Hill. For many years, the station was known as Wolf Station, since a man by 


that name was said to have been killed there. [Grace Warren} 


Claremont, Thomas Warren was a carriage maker. James Ranney was a 
building contractor, G. L. Houston was a carpenter, Francis Revois was 
a shingle-maker, and Lewis and Jerome Tallion were cabinet-makers. 
Robert Wadsworth was a tinsmith. D. N. Powell operated a flouring mill 
and Levi Rose was a cooper. Land agents, mining company representa- 
tives, a division court clerk, a bailiff, and about three hotel keepers 
and general merchants also lived in the village. Reverend John Dowler 
was the Wesleyan Methodist minister. Seven heads of families were de- 


scribed as labourers, four as yeomen (farmers), two as clerks, and one 
as a miner. 
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The mining b ) 
oom touch : 
TeGG nade eee oi by the gold discovery at Eldorado in 
the first resident ican . Reverend Charles Mountain Harris became 
‘ r ms ' = > Qo ot 
Church was laid on Septemb ee and the corner-stone for St. Paul’s FReEMars 
erected a church Earlier Rev. spe ee ee oe Methodicts aaa 
: ates . ilip Rose, Rey. Tee 
N. H. Howard had ministered to the Methodists ee ee 


At the east end i 
of the village was the “Cc i 
eae : s the “Common Cemetery”. e 
aa ae Grounds. Here was buried Royal Keys, a Deets of suai: 
é yS>. ¢ c oO 
month aad 26 da a died on July 28, 1871, aged 107 years | (aeons 
: ays. Keys was one of the few eg ty aye & 
, centenarians in an age|'< ° 
when life expectancy was much shorter than it is to-day es ie 


The arrival of the animal trainer and two trained bears was an important event in the life 


of the young people at Marmora in the early 1900's. [Courtery Baie Maren) 


The years since 1879 have seen the slow, steady erowth of Marmora Netes by 
to a present village of 1,300 persons. The arrival of the Central Ontario Mise 
Railway opened a rail link with Trenton. In 1901, the village was sep- | Warvew 
arated from the township; Joseph Warren was the first reeve, which office 
he held for ten years. In 1904, the present Roman Catholic Church was 
erected, after the second one had been struck by lightning and burned in 
1903. The Marmoraton Mining Company development of the 1950's and 
1960’s has furthered the village's prosperity. — See «die 
‘ss Grace Warrenj) sums up Marmora s de: 2 Warres. 


A present resident, 
velopment: 

“We have much to be proud of in our little community. Like many 
m years come and go; but, like the stream, life 


d with our community in good 
19? 


other communities its boo 
and many good citizens have live 


goes on, 
d bad. May it continue in the following century 


years an 


 Regert (ime operations and produced sil 


| | F130 


m newspap ee articles 

e Ht mer an ) y) 

Based on notes on Whi gpk Xa miner , Sept 1, 1960, 
ase 


borongh 
in deTereor 
ec peciall by Bob ean Br 
Ome A rtiaenote , New { 


Chapter 53 


Deloro “a 
The story of a company town that wouldn't die. 

‘eW f the gold rush days in Hastings 

illage of Deloro grew out 0 8 SEBO Ee: 

ce Bea the decor of Bot ee Ms i ete 

-s sank tless shafts in the nelg 

ao oan nee oon ete of these shafts were on the ae se: ae ae 
village The district came to be called Deloro, meaning "Valley o : 


About 1896, an English company, Canadian Se Ven aaee? Met: a 
purchased properties at Deloro. This operation continued eee ey : Consens 
over $300,000 worth of gold and arsenic was mined. st a : = 
the Atlas Gold and Arsenic Mining Company also took out substantia es | 


F-2: 
quantities of these minerals. a 


a aid 1950 ) | 
eper 


P- 13¢ 


The Gatling or Main Shaft on the 
Deloro property as it appeared in the 
early 1900's. The old shops can be 
seen at left and the pile of second 
class ore at right. 


[Delere Smelting €. Lee] 


Followin 
Deloro Mining and Reduction Com 
properties and 
product. It seemed logical to base the 


ore, in which the silver was found, also contained arsenic, and the Deloro 
mine operators had had experien 


g the discovery of silver at Cobalt in northern Ontario, the 


pany purchased some of the Deloro 
set up a silver refinery, with arsenic as an important by- 


Operations at Deloro, since the cobalt 


ad ce with ores containing arsenic. The 
ca Kile, epee of a new process, developed by Professor Stafford 
Mere upatrick of Queen’s University, for extracting silver from cobalt ore. 

Canserett) In 1907, the Deloro Smelting and Refining Company began full- 


Casa) ver and arsenic. About 1914, the first 
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cobalt metal produ A 
ced aTClé i 
p commercially in the world was manufactured 
as é actured at 


the Deloro plant. This | 
; . ed to th . : : 
with tungsten and chromium e production of stellite (cobalt alloyed 


: . Stella one 
eae ). Stellite was a much sought-after war ma- 


Tapping the blast furnace at 
Deloro, circa 1908 


[Delore Smelting be J 


build homes for its 
Anxious to admin- 


Commencing in 1916, the company began to 


public school was built. 
illagers sought separation from Marmora 
of Deloro was incorporated in 1919. 
S. B. Wright, the plant’s general man- 
ant managers tradition- 
Deloro homes had 


employees. The same year the 
ister their own affairs, the v 
Township. As a result, the village 
The first reeve of the village was 
ager, and for the next forty years succeeding pl 
ally served as reeves of the company-owned village. 
piped water and sewers before Marmora and Madoc. 


Deloro became famous as junity. Baseball, hockey. 


a sporting comn 
and lawn bowling were important activities in the villages 


soccer, tennis, 
peak days. 


A dwindling world marke 


t for cobalt in the 1920’s led to large lay- 
‘lver mines in Cobal 


offs. However, when several sl t closed after 1929. their 
silver-cobalt was shipped to Deloro at prevailing low metal prices. This 
stockpile kept the company operating until World War II, when the de- 
mand for cobalt boomed. After Belgium was overrun by the German 
army and the cobalt refining plant of Union-Miniere du Haut-Katanga 
near Antwerp came under German control, the allies turned for assistance 


if 
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‘j continent. At that 
> cobi ant on the North American 
Deloro, the only cobalt plan er 
pa Katanga was processing a crude alloy Se a per ae ae 
15 jer cent copper and 34 per cent iron. This crude alloy, s Pp 
? i ; 
chile the war from the Belgian Congo to Deloro, was processe to re 
oO 


cover refined cobalt for Katanga and cemented copper which was refined 


at the Noranda Copper Smelter. 

The Korean War again showed the importance of the Deloro plant. 
and United States’ government contracts for the treatment of Moroccan 
ore containing cobalt, nickel, gold, and arsenic kept the plant operating 
full strength to 1958. The company employed as many as 500 workers, 
of whom about 100 lived in the company-owned village. Then, Belgian 
competition, falling world prices, and the decline of silver mining in the 
Cobalt area dealt the company a crushing blow. There were no substantial 
customers to use the company’s smelting and refining facilities. 


In March, 1961, the plant closed down. Cleanup and demolition 
of the property followed. Tons of arsenite refuse were buried so that 
they would not be a health hazard. The chemical and research labor- 
atory was moved to the Belleville plant of Deloro Stellite, a subsidiary of 
Deloro Smelting and Refining Company. 


The company’s closing had unfortunate effects on the economy of 
centre Hastings. Madoc and Marmora merchants lost business, while the 
Nichols Chemical Company at Sulphide, which had supplied the plant 
with acids, curtailed its operation and finally closed down when the Ban- 
croft uranium mines shut down. 


The 45 company-owned houses were sold by the company in 1961 
at prices ranging up to $900. Many of the purchasers were retired people, 
while other buyers included workers employed at Marmoraton Mines or 
in Marmora Village. The residents named their own reeve and council, 


and to-day the village operates as a separ es 
wh ie ate municipalit 
population is less than 200 persons. y ipality, although the 


[ Courtesy the Congany 


== 


View of the D 


= . 2. = 


| = : - i x 
eloro Smelting and Refining Company Plant, circa 1912. 


Material Tae this chapter i 
Elderado , 


Fee, prev) de | 
/ 


Chapter 54 


Madoc Township 


ce 
es hes of the country is not hilly but rather rolling 
or undulating, abounding with never failing springs of 
= 2 , 92 = 
the purest water. 
(The Intelligencer, 1835) 


(da a ours Baye es interesting a history as 
I de Champlain is said to have spent the winter of 1615 in 
the area, hunting and recuperating from his wounds. The township took 
its name from Madoc Ad Owaiin Gwynedd, a Welsh prince rumoured to 
have discovered America about 1170. The gold rush of 1866-67 created 
the village of Eldorado (from the Spanish El Dorado or fabulous city 
of gold). / 


Madoc Township was attached to Hastings County and opened for 
sale in 1821, but there was little settlement for some years. By 1824, 
only 20 acres were being farmed, and the livestock consisted of 5 horses, 
12 oxen, 13 cows, and 8 horned cattle. Annual taxes amounted to £2. 
Among the first settlers was Michael Zerim, who settled near the O'Hara 
community; he was followed by James O'Hara. 

The improvement of the road to Madoc Township from Huntingdon 


lement, and in 1830 there were 139 settlers cul- 
a grist mill, 


PAC ¢ 
RCS, Township encouraged sett 


B26 Uivating 392 acres. Donald MacKenzie of Belleville opened 

vol-7 a saw mill, and a store, thus forming the nucleus for the village of Madoc. 
The construction of an iron works at Madoc Village after 1836 offered a 
market for the township’s farmers. In 1836, about 81 families cultiva- 
ted 932 acres and grew wheat (20 bushels to the acre), barley, oats, rye, 
peas, and potatoes. This produce was used locally. The main export was 
potash. A visitor to the township in 1837 described its development: 


ildings erectec - religious worship, never- 
“There are not yet any buildings erected for religious worship, 1 


theless there is service regularly at school and private houses, from the 
Wesleyan and Episcopal Methodists, and occasionally from Bee con 
and Episcopal clergymen. It is to be regretted that there orn yut o 
school houses, which intimate a bad state of things in a population 0 


600.” 


In 1837, there were no distilleries or taverns in HONS sea age 
the single store was at Madoc Village. The roads were Hose i ‘a : 6 
generally “ya bad condition, as might be expected in a thinly | p 

lated township that is settling rapidly’. : 
The 1830’s and 40’s brought a small tide of Saag a eo eS 

‘ncluded Cyrus Riggs, Barnabas Vankleek, ae ” oa oa | E 
cheson (the township’s first reeve 1 1850), Jacob Hazzard, Levi \ | HE 


) William Allen, and Robert Cooper. 


A Madoc resident was 
killed in 1911 when this 
threshing machine went 
down on Robinson's 
Bridge. 

[ Mes Ke. Baten Pe 
Pioneer names still commonly found 
Conlin, Sandford, Chambers, Blakely, 
Nickle, Fox, and Robinson. About 1846 Henry Robinson brought his 
bride to a homestead just west of Eldorado. Robinson led the horse, 
which carried his bride, a half bag of flour, pork, and an axe. Like other 
Madoc pioneers’ wives, Mrs. Robinson probably made her bread with 
lungwort, a growth found on maple trees. Gathered and dried, lungwort 
was used for leavening, in place of hops. 


are Carman, Shaw, Bateman, 


The Eldorado area was the heart of Madoc Township. Here, a Loyal 
Orange Lodge was begun in 1840, After 1850 the township hall was 
erected. This hall originally served the united townships of Tudor, Madoc, 
and Elzevir; however, in 1857 Elzevir separated, and Tudor followed in 
1859. After fire destroyed the first hall in 1873, council met in a former 
Bible Christian Church near Eldorado until 1963, when Best’s School 
became the township hall. Today the Eldorado Cheese and Butter Co- 


operative Factory is the lone survivor of ten cheese factories that once 
served the township. 


Among Eldorado’s industri 
ea} Hime ustries of the early 1900’s was this shingle mill and box factory 


[Mrs Ken Beteman | 


pic- 
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ee oe acielaa sprang up in the southern half of the township. 
Kellar’s Bridge was named after a district farmer who 

bridge there about 1840. Hazzard’s Comers, about four 

Madoc, took its name from a pioneer family. In 1857, 

erected Hazzard’s Methodist Church, a white church with a 


A Be Christian Church also was erected at Hazzard’s Corners before 
1860. 


built the first 
miles north of 
the inhabitants 
eleaming spire. 


According to the 1861 census, 3,590 persons lived in the township. 
Of these, only 414 were termed “occupiers of land”. Their chief crops 
were 69,000 bushels of potatoes, 62,000 bushels of oats, 57,000 bushels 
of wheat (mostly spring wheat), and 36,000 bushels of peas. The cash 
value of the farms and livestock was estimated at $580,000. 


Lumbering developed in the 1860's, thanks to the Gilmour Company 
of Trenton and the Rathbun Company of Deseronto. The river drives 
down the Moira were an occasion, and school children at Bannockburn 
were given time off to watch. 


ed in the 1880's. 


Whew . b ; 
i appear 
The entrance to the Seymour Iron Mine as it OPP 


; 
{ 
‘ 
? 
; 
‘ 
; 
H 
i 
4 
i 
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: * 66 turned the township into a ey 
-s were everywhere. e v.- 
mining community. Prospectors us epee 1866 to 1870, ithe 
Ps cae arohably at pean wl : rf on. 
population was sare es people were there, since the government) 7, 
it is difficult to know al 1871. Despite the early failure of most min- 


The fabulous gold rush after 18 


census was not taken until 


Moira \s ures, the pop ave Rs 
Rr ae ae ae was less part-time farming and lumbering, g 
Conservativay log : s 


?encrt |some members of farm families to move away: By ane Hes pepulation 
>3, (had dropped to 1,000, and to-day it stands at about 1,000. 


and ? OT 
| pa TO RENT. 
i (gel uDIN BRISCO’S TANNERY, opposite 
F Hee eee Grist-Mill, im the Village of Madoc. 
For Terms, apply at the Mercury Office. 
McLeod & Carre, 
| {GINEERS iC AND SURVEYORS. AR | 
OHITECTS ce CO UEN ani PATENT Solicitor, | NIL DOOR mi bHeDs & UNWIN, 
t 
1827 1-2, Front Street, BELLEVILLE. CIVIL AND MINING ENGINEERS, 
AND 
McLEOD, GAVILLER, KENNEDY & Co.,| poyiwcraL LAND SURVEYORS. 
ok Sed OL eee es 2 ee MADOC. 
5 Mineral Lands ORES CAREFULLY TESTED AND ANALYZED. 


FOR SALE, OR TO LEASE. Mineral Lands for Lease or Sale. 


ACRES of MINERAL LANDS Fer Sale, or to Mining Lands For Sale! 
Lease, in the Gold Regions of MADOC and 


ADJOINING-TOWNSHIPS, FP\HE SUBSCRIBER offers for Sdle his FARM, cf 200 ACRES; 
For further partitulars, apply to T. A. MITCHELL, North T Lot No. 15in the Fifth Concession of Madoc, only two 
American Hotel, Madoc,—or to M. B. McGREGUR, Office over|lo‘s from the RICHARDSON MINE. 


A. F. Wood’s store, Madoc, Apply on the premises to the owner : 
Madoc, June Ist, 1867. THOMAS THOMPSON: 
Or to C, GREAM, Madoc. d 


eh eee 
Advertisements in The Madoc Mercury and North Hastings Mining News, August 3, 1867, 
show the impact of the mining boom. [Cepy th H-C-M- deneted by -G- Wri ghtmeyer 


Eldorado was the centre of the gold rush. At the peak of the excite- 
| ment, men were said to have paid fifty cents for the privilege of sleeping 


under a wagon, and several hotels were opened in the area. Yet the com-belde. 
munity's star soon set, and the village’s population and business de-)Atl« 
A || clined. Towards the end 


of the century, the hematite iron mine two miles 1 v 
| south of the village employed local miners, and for about three years be- 
fore the Great War a 


n American company operated 
mines, along w 


iron and copper 
ith a small-scale copper smelter. 


Railroading offered employment. In 1882. th 
road advertised in the Madoc news 
of horses to help build the li 
opened by 1884. Some town 


cordwood, which w 


e Central Ontario Rail- 


a railway centre. 
The 1880's saw the ere 
Christian Church north of 


ction of many churches, including the Bible 
Church, and St. Bartholo 


Eldorado (about 1880), the Union Methodist 


Bannockburn. 


mew’s Anglican Church at 


L 
j 
“| 


CnNSCYVaT) 


ulation in 1871 was over 3,000. Then the township P- 0 


viii 
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Bannockburn was the ME 

eS lk. was fi peas important community 1 pee 

an hate oe = ate Mumby’s Mills ee a 

READE Mumby became a i ished the first grist mill, some fine ae 

Re Tarnns ed He with a Scot in a lawsuit over this ce 

burn, a reference to the pepe the struggle the Battle of eee 

PM ed ii Enelich; the aed ae battle in 1314 when the Sex 

Bannockburn was Meihey ac ; te js ayed with the community. In 1878. 

MCR e call mining h oe a rising post village with flour and s: : 
g had been carried out by the Toronto and Whitby : 


The O'Hara Mill, Madoc Township. The original mill was built about 1846 by James O'Hara, 
assisted by his carpenter brother-in-law, Ben Lear. In season it ran day and night with the 


O’Haras working in shifts. The muley saw was not particularly fast, and the story goes that 
the operators when sawing @ in the cut and go to 


large hard log, were able to start the saw 
lunch returning in time to finish the cut! The mill was in fairly continuous operation until 
1909. In 1954 the Moira River Conservation Authority purchased the mill and the surround- 
ing 36 acres. The saw mill and its muley saw were restored and the O’Hara Mill Conservo- 
tion Area now is a popular recreational and educational centre. This picture shows the in- 
terior during the rebuilding process. 


) Station. The mill was ta 


‘pany also processed tale before Worl 


»\tinued by Eldorado Mining and Milling 


HISTORIC HASTINGS 


Page 312 
; 7= Then, in 1889, the dis- 

“ono Company - had ceased by 1870. : 
Mining Company, but this ; oo eae 
aa of the ‘richest gold-bearing quartz vel. - - a ao y i = 
found in the County of Hastings” (according to survey . F. Ayl: 


worth) touched off a small gold rush. | 
mining has set off other waves of excitement. 
to) 


Gillespie of Madoc set up 4 tale mill at Madoc 
ken over by Henderson Tale Mines in 1918, and 
120,000 tons in 1922. Canadian Tale and Silica Com- 
d War I, and the operations were con- 
Company until 1923. More re- 
d Henderson properties have been taken over by 
Canada Tale Industries. Their tale mine is one of three in Canada and the ql, 
only one where pure white talc is available. Tale is used for manufactur-;~~— 
ing paint, plastic paper, and roofing materials; less than one per cent of 
the Madoc mine’s production goes for the manufacture of cosmetics. 

Another important industry is the Stoklosar Marble Quarries, taking 
out marble for terrazzo floors and other purposes. 

In 1967, Madoc Township residents can look back on a colourfuldand 
interesting history. The past 150 years have seen many changes, not™the 
least of which is the gradual passing of the one-room school. A township 
school area was formed in 1954, and in 1961 a new $160,000 township 
school was opened to replace ten smaller schools. 


From time to time, 


About 1906, George H. 


production rose to 


cently, the Gillespie an 


4 


/ ati 
e Mim, odie g Yi Ym tum B 


a i | 
Ppeared during the Process of restoration. 


hi hag 


The O’Hara Mill as it 


(Anless athereice fraice { 


/ / r - 
€ area / MN), { {A} r ; , - : 
et taal AS y (adoc YY ie Ee rs James Aviswerth's wrer- 


Chapter 55 
Madoc Village 


The day is not far distant when it will be one of the 
finest, one of the richest, one of the most desirable 
places of residence in Canada.” 


(The Christian Advocate, Aug. 11, 1880) 


From the beginning of Madoc Township’s history, the site of the 
present village of Madoc has been the chief centre. Indian legend sug- 
gests that an important battle took place there between the Mohawks and 
the Mississaugas. Early settlers such as James O'Hara remarked on the 
Indian encampments, one of which stood at what is now the centre of the 
village, the intersection of Durham and St. Lawrence streets. 


Ap pees The village grew up around Donald MacKenzie’s saw and flouring 
Alas fal erected about 1830 on Deer Creek, a tributary of the Moira River. 
D*'4*, ) MacKenzie also operated a store, the first in the township. The community 
Pvill Cas called MacKenzie’s Mills for its first two decades, and then Hastings 

or Madoc Village. MacKenzie’s mills prospered, and in 1835, he was 

reported to be “making thorough repairs and extensive additions to them 
at great expense in order to meet the growing demands on that establish- 
ment for the coming year.” 


Castings and Pig Iron. 


HE Madoc Furnace is now in CM, 
an fall blast, where Castings aud | Lartelligercer, 
Pig Iron, of superior quality, may Fe. 2. 1837 
be had at the lowest prices for 

ay. 
ae EE RDERGART & SeyMouR- 
Belleville, Nov. 10, 1837. 


also being built in 1835. An iron |} 
ohn G. Pendergast, 
h of MacKenzie 


p to one hundred 


A second important industry was 
works was being constructed by Uriah Seymour and J 
4 backed by American capital. The iron works ne sles 
Mills, but within the boundaries of the present vil cy ly See 
persons were to be employed in the smelting of the se te Sei 
This ore, said to be about seventy per cent pure et La 
the Seymour Mine, about five miles north of the a Sig : < Bg Cheatel 
called it the “best iron in the world’. Thomas Ro E bob oo saat naa ef 
that the works would be “‘of great consequence to soe Mh ‘eis oh ea say 
ing country”. As of November 25, 1837, Pendergast and veyme 


t 


This view of Madoc, circa 1870, shows Durham Street. The building at right was part Ofithe — 
first brick building in Madoc; it now houses Crest Hardware. =i in 
ita .F- Dedee ) 


Ch Je 
nounced that their furnace was in full operation and that “Castings and | 
Pig Iron, of superior quality, may be had at reduced prices, for prompt) i ; 
pay.” About four tons of pig iron a day were being produced, and the 
) proprietors were talking of establishing a trip hammer to manufacture 
bar iron rails for the beginning railways. Unfortunately, the company en- | 7), 
countered difficulties. In 1838, Seymour was forced to take over sole - 
operation of the mine, following the discovery that Pendergast was using “4 
ene name of the firm for his own private debts. Transportation was a 
problem, although a road was cut south to join the Marmora Road at 


Stirling. The lack of proper f : “eee : 
: per fuel made smelt dif 
1845, both the mine and the smelter closed. ee 


Meanwhile, the villa 
ie » th ge was developing along other li lm- 
eg poet a private school about 1838. E. D. O'Flynn i eee ee Be |ofen’ 
‘he e ces by 1851 he had started in the dry goods trade. At that al Atlas , 
jae population was about 200, and Madoc boasted a grist and saw mill as 


ell as ; i 
beer a post office. The Post office was always known as Madoc, al- 
gn in the 1850’s the village was renamed Hastings 


nes in 1851 boosted Madoc, and they ) Mo, 
peration until 1880, despite transporta- | C2’ 
©, the village’s population had increased / 2,72’ y 
re of size on the Moira River,| (/4°°’ 

nm December, 1855, Hastings County} 7 ” 5 

"as a police village, and ie 
t centre for North Hast- fap 


9, 4 
a 


/ 


x) 


tion and fuel problems. By 185 
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ings. Already Mad Be wien oes 

school, ad cee 1853 peeree regional centre with a grammar\} 
art odee-was >, a a division court. Also in the 1850" ag 
organized, with monthly chi a 

Pee one es ; ’ y membership dues of thir 
ae Es oe eee line connected Madoc with Belleville. te ie 
ome Pear. ieee z ames Tanner, whose stage ran ee an. 
: re this transportation link Z aae 
to have 3 5 INK, early settlers were saic 
on walked to Belleville on foot, a journey of five days if ay oe 
other produce was carried. “ce ol 


AW : 
CN 
Sa 
& Se 


The north-western part of 
Madoc Village, showing the 
mill pond and the road to 
Eldorado, circa 1880. In 
the distance were the Ang- 
lican and Roman Catholic 
churches. This view was 
taken from the Presbyter- 
ian Church tower 


he ay 3 


for Madoc. The village was the natura! 
Road. Agriculture was prospering, 
ally withthe gold rush 


The 1860’s were boom years 
outlet for the trade of the Hastings 
and mining was becoming more important, especi 
866. Betweert_ 1860 and 1864, perhaps forty fine homes 


commencing in | 
were erected, as well as several new stores and a 
new grist mill (1862) belonged to A. F. W ood, a we 
later served as township reeve for about twenty years and was prominent 
in planning for a northern railway through the county. Wood’s mill was 
frame, three storeys in height, with water being supplied by a tank lead- 
ing from a dam, about 150 feet up the stream. The mill s capacity was 
75 barrels a day. Charles Kirk operated another flouring mill. It was in- 
tended that Kirk’s mill be run by steam during the summer, when the 
water was low; but this was too expensive, and the mill operated on water 
Madoc’s other industries in the 1860's included four car- 
riage shops, five blacksmith shops, two cabinet shops, 4 planing mill, and 
a tannery. There were six general f ive grocery stores, two tailors, 
two millinery shops, two butchers, one druggist (C. E. Wilson), a ater 
maker (G. D. Rawe), and a photographer or “‘Daugerrean artist. Albert 


Smallfield edited the Madoc Mercury. 


large grist mill. The 
l]-to-do merchant who 


power alone. 


stores, 


3 inister of St. Peter’s Presby- 
avid ae saute forty years. Reverend 
h it oe cesta: settled at Madoc in 1856. 
Wishart, a Ses for much of the village S prosperity, 
He was ee aa Atlas, 1878. His private Fe Wstce 
according to re building in the place. He built ms 
was the first st Madoc Township and was instrumenta 
other churches ie a church in Huntingdon Township, and 
in the oe le on the Hastings Road. The erection in 
also two ot ee Peter's, Madoc, was also chiefly due to 
the re78 anf a has been described as a “‘lasting monu- 
his ere tions psec Along with many other Madoc 
ment to ts erend Wishart and his family were all very 
residents e ae by the ‘‘malaria’’ epidemic of 1880-81. 
much a ic ic followed the building in 1877 of a el 
This epi enc level of Moira Lake by four feet. Muc 
auch tel flooded, and many persons suffered from me 
ee tan 1882, the dam was blown up, and the 
euiclemie died down. 


n } ae l 
Photo in HOM: tram Misses Jean anc 
nis Mackintosh, Belleville J 


Reverend D 
terian Churc 


St. Peter's Presby- 
terian Church, 
Madoc, photograph- 
ed soon after its 
erection in 1877- 
78. 


[R -F- Dede | 


; By 1864, there were four churches—Presbyterian, Wesleyan Meth- 
odist, Episcopal Methodist, and Roman Catholic. The cornerstone for 
the Anglican Church of St. John the Baptist was laid in 1865. 
_ Residents had access to the township library of “300 volumes of 
miscellaneous character”. On - 


a ee oe payment of one cent to E. Mouncey, who 
was librarian as well as tailor and townshi 
borrowed for two weeks. Rel 


420 book library in the Pre 
Madoc Mechanics 


cricket clubs, and 
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By 1865 ill: 
Sees he ea Sam was almost 900. Then the gold rush 
; , and the newly-er J Ass ae 
operated b . y-erected North Americ: 
(operated by William Hudgins) and the well established oe S ae 
stings House 


(operated by Lyman Mo : 
pene on) were unable to handle all the would-be mil- 


Durham Street about 1890, looking north towards the Roman Catholic Church. The site o! 


the Windsor Hotel is now occupied by Blue’s Hotel. a eS 


Although the gold mining boom declined in the 1870's, Madoe re- 


mained a busy community. The local foundry smelted iron to produce 


rails for the Grand Junction Railway. The potash trade remained im- 
portant. The names of Rathbun, Gilmour, and Lingham were connected 

with profitable lumbering operations, and many logs came down Deer 

Creek to the Moira River. A fire in 1873 destroyed a large section of 

the town, but the burned out section was rebuilt. Then, in 1878, Madoc 

was incorporated as a village, with its own council and representation, 

5); , on county council. There was more talk of establishing a separate district 
Belden's (or county ) with Madoc as the district town. By 1880, a new model 
Atlas school to accommodate 250 pupils was built, as well as a new Presbyterian 

Church, described as “4 credit to any city’ 
The village population sn 1880 was said to be approaching the 1500 
mark, but it failed to reach that point. In the 1880's the local iron mines 

closed and lumbering began to fall off. The Canadian Pacific Railway | , 
line from Ottawa to Toronto dipped south through Tweed, by-passing ) 

Madoc. 

ent led to friendly 


Madoc’s wish to be the seat of county governm dly 
rivalry with Belleville. On September 29, 1890, the North Hastings Review 


commented: 


c 
— 


xc Sa 


ie a 
Bought of M. MCLEAN, 
Dealer in Dry Goods, Ife 


McLean‘s Dry Goods Store 
at Madoc used this in- 
teresting statement in 
the 1880's. Conservative 
leader John A. Macdon- 
ald is shown talking to 
Liberal leader Alexander 
Mackenzie. 


3 ies, Millinery, 
Gee rag ark 
Boots and Shoes, ete. 


Dresses aan Manties 
Made to Onier. oy < 
[Tames NM<Lean J 

“Thirty-five men and one woman are now confined in Belleville jail. 

The remainder of the community will be received as fast as accommodations 


will permit.” 

Since 1890, Madoc’s population has remained near the thousand 
mark although recently it has swung upwards to about 1,400. The building 
of Highway Seven in the 1930’s brought the village the east-west link it 
sorely needed. 


For a village of its size, Madoc has been associated with a great 
many prominent Canadians. These have included C. F. Aylsworth Jr., a 
noted surveyor; William Mackintosh, school inspector; his son, W. A. 
Mackintosh, former principal of Queen’s University; A. F. Wood, who 
served as county warden for ten years (1863-66, 68-72, 74) the longest 
term of any warden; E. D. O'Flynn, who founded the first private bank 
in Madoc; Dr. Allan Roy Dafoe, who attended the birth of the Dionne 
quintuplets in 1934 and was in charge of their early welfare; and Sena- 
tor George White, former speaker of the Senate. In these and its other 


citizens, Madoc has always taken sincere pride. To-day, the village’s great- 
est resource remains its people. 
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Chapter 56 


Elzevir and Grimsthorpe Townships 


“The water of the spri | 

prings is good, but nearly all the 
Creeks is ponded by the Beavers till the water is 
Stagnated, yellow and bad.” 


(Willson Conger, 1821) 


Willson Conger was the first man to study Elzevir Township. A land 
surveyor, he completed a survey of the township for the ee ieee as 
ee Hh of 1821. The government had ordered the Bey ae 
officially joining the township to Hastings County and anenine the land: 
for sale. Conger found many obstacles to settlement. Atthoueh saat of 
the loamy land was timbered with hard wood, such as maple, i and 
elm, Conger discovered that the greater part was covered either anh hin 
and rocky soils or with bad tamarack swamps. 


The township took its name from the Dutch Elzevir family, renowned 
in the printing business after 1580. The word “Elzevir” was said to mean 


Meina. elm or firewood. 

Conse yuetion 

Bauch Although lands were first offered for sale in 1821, there were very 
(1450) few takers. As late as 1851, a survey showed that there were almost no 


P4460 settlers in the township. Then, thanks to the Hastings Colonization Road, 


attention focused more on this northern region. 

northward was Billa Flint of Belleville. A 
leading merchant, he considered expanding into the Tweed area, but found 
that site controlled by the Jamison family. Accordingly, Flint was attrac- 
ted to Elzevir, especially to a site on the Scootamatta River where foam- 
ing rapids rushed through a narrow goree- In his imagination he visual- 
ized a thriving industrial village; the area’s timber would be the basis for 
Flint’s northern empire. Flint purchased a large tract of land and erected 
Pea mall am Leos. he village that grew up was called Troy, then later 
Bridgewater or Actinolite. From this village, Flint spread out his lumber- 
ing operations, erecting saw mills, a flour mill, and a machine shop at 
Flinton in Lennox and Addington County. 


Among those looking 


y settlers in Elzevir were some of French-Canadian 
king land grants or employment in lumber camps. 
Fobert, Genereaux, Latendre, and Courneyea 
and Kehoe families came from Ire- 
times of Loyalist stock, were the 
allum, McDonald, Maxwell, 


Wiggins families. 


Among the earl 
descent, who came see 
These were the Duquette, 
families. The Murphy, Nolan, Kelly, 
land. From England and Scotland, sometim 
Hailstone, Harrison, Hicks, Jackson, McC 
Miles, Moore, Ross, Thompson, Watson, and 


On September 138, 41s857; 112 inhabitants petitioned cou 
to establish Elzevir as 8 separate township. Accordingly, on 


nty council 
anuary l, 
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Madoc, with which township it had been 
ary 4, 1858, the citizens held their first 
e. Flint received 57 votes, compared 
Daniel Thompson. Nelson was an 


1858, Elzevir separated from 
united since the 1820's. On Janu 
election, electing Billa Flint as reev 


5 ; son and 49 for 
to 51 for Robert Nelson al ' ) 
overseer or foreman in Flint’s empire, while Thompson was the founder 


of Queensborough, the only other es nao a ee 
ship. Thompson also had played a leading role palg g 
the township’s separation. 

Billa Flint served 21 years as reeve of Elzevir. His first session at 
county council must have been an exciting one, since on the opening day 
of the January 1858 session, Madoc Reeve John R. Ketcheson introduced 
a motion to cancel the by-law setting up Elzevir Township. Ketcheson was 
convinced that misrepresentation had been used. What happened to this 
motion is uncertain. The official minutes of county council contain no 
record of this by-law; but the resolution itself, marked “approved” is still 
on file. In any case, Billa Flint continued to represent Elzevir in county 
council, and the township council continued to operate. 


One of the township council’s first tasks was to pass a by-law restrict- 
ing taverns and the sale of spirituous liquors. Another by-law declared 
that to obtain a conviction on a charge of drunkenness, all that was needed 
was for one man to lay the charge and a second to witness. These regula- 
tions were the work of Billa Flint, a leading temperance champion. For 
36 years he kept the sale of liquor out. Then business reverses forced 


him to sell, and, according to Flint, there sprang up “a house licensed 
to make drunkards”. 


The village of Troy became the village of Bridgewater, following 
a meeting of the inhabitants in the school room on July 13, 1858. The 


same month, surveyor John Emerson laid out a town plot with several 
main streets. 


di apes Bebe contained over 300 inhabitants. In addition 
r : eth: ; 
pret ies one by Billa Flint, including the county’s largest 


, Other businesses had been estab- 


Bridgewater Foundr 
Y- d th 
and J. W. ; , perated the Bridgewater Tannery. 
ae ae Robinson s Scythe and Edge Tool Factory was winni ee 
provincial exhibitions, y Inning prizes 


prosperity of Bridgewater was evid 


house was Eee ent in its buildings. 


: ee Sees were white marble, and 
fom the road) were of field stone. 
fare assisted Miss Eliza Jane Holton to lay the 

church ( Methodist) , Flint donated a thousand 


st of construction. Seating about 500, 
ry, and a tower rising to a height of | 


uarried within the churchyard, and it | 
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is supposed that this is th 
e only church of its kind i 
Cullen was the first resident minister meet Ehomas 


Bridgewater 

g er continued to grow faster th: 

We ce live boon deg ster than Queensborough, although 

ie Ri Mian oe se tee Perhaps about 1845, settlers 
mers north of Madoc had arrived ; re 

Oe sre Vaal thom on ad arrived at Queensborough. 

eo ea pson, the first post-master of the area and 

, ; e water-power mill now owned by John Thompson 


asia 


Pte 7 oe ithe help of pomp Bt \itleg: Ne- C 
The gold rush in north Hastings, commencing in 1866, brought pros- 

ectors into the township. At Bridgewater, gold was found in several 
localities. Billa Flint had the Temperance Hotel enlarged and fitted up 

with every convenience, SO that it was the county’s largest hotel. Still, an 
observer in 1868 felt that the hotel would be too small for the community 

‘n the near future. Flint also erected a quartz mill, but there was too little 


gold to make it pay. 


The people remained optimistic. B 
erown to about 500 persons. V. J. Warren 0 
factory to Bridgewater, and Frost’s cabinet f 
were both very successful. The village was now the te1 
line from Belleville, and a road linked the community with Queens- 


borough. Building was continuing at 
Bridgewater's founder, Billa Flint, remained prominent 1 


affairs. In addition to serving as reeve of Elzevir for many years, he 


was mayor of Belleville in 1866, and was appointed to the Canadian 
warden. His holdings 


Senate in 1860. In 1873 he served as county a 
t rolls indicate that he 


throughout the county were large; the assessmen Feces 
held eighty lots in Elzevir Township in 1879. Then the retreating orests 


y the late 1860’s. Bridgewater had 
Belleville moved his hammer 
actory and Bragg’s tannery 


‘minus of the stage 


a good pace. 
county 


ae 


: Woe ; 
The village of Actinolite in the early 1900's. E WeCGrek*cott J 


forced him to look further north. His interests in Faraday Township led 
to the creation of Bancroft. 


By 1883, Joseph James purchased much of Flint’s property. James 
developed several open pit mines to produce actinolite, a rather soft ore 
which was crushed and then used as fireproof insulation, or mixed with 
coal tar to form a roofing compound. The James Brothers established the 
Actinolite Roofing Works, and actinolite was mined intermittently from 


about 1883 to 1927. Because of the importance of this ore, Bridgewater 
was renamed Actinolite about 1895. 


The village suffered severe sethacks in the late nineteenth century. 


ay line passed through Tweed, rather than 
on May 24, 1889, when most inhabitants were 


ings including the church. 
spire or gallery. The flour, saw, 
the village never recovered. The 
employment. Then, on June 14, 
of an era for Bridgewater and 


The church was rebuilt, but without the 
and woollen mills were also rebuilt, but 
declining timber resources offered less 


1894, Billa Flint died, marking the end 
Elzevir Township. 


In the twentieth century, impr i 
y, mproved highways the pr rt 
schools, and th oways, presence of two a 


Pheigesent = elena ki the tourist industry have assisted Elzevir. 
sent population is about 650, compared to 00 
in the 1880's. Actinolite and Queensbo - eibenk et overl,0 


munities, though without the industrial 
ers, Billa Flint and Daniel Thompson, 


nee an a 2 history, Elzevir Township has been associated with 

ie orpe township. The latter was first surveyed in the spring of 1823; 
rowever, surveyor Samuel Ryckman was only able to survey two conces- 
sions before numerous Swamps forced him 


loncaliiva shalltentancesd were 
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useless becau 
venture int se of the many streams, and assistants cc 
nto much of the townshi Skane could not be found 
ee cole arca e nship. Traders and Indians told R ro 
cordingly, th was “a complication of swamps : de se eecupies 
gly, the survey was delayed s ps and mountains”. Ac- 
ee rrdiestook th ye until April, 1867, when Willi | 
er a task. fh sea hindered > n Wi liam Mur- 
esulting from Job Lingham’s dam, spr red operations. Flooding 
Re the arca’ and th 1, spread water eight to twelve feet de g 
HI Maies Becane eo a e surveyors travelled by canoe. By eid 
et coull the eee foe that the men refused to work dak 
MES ie cranite et a completed. Murdoch concluded that a 
very little of the t et 00 foot mountains, and swamps, there Wi 
Hert nids fro he fe fit for settlement. Nevertheless, he noted ’ 
m local hemlock was finding a market in England “1 
mg 


1867. 


= jo 
m at Lingham Lake in Grimsthorpe 


ly 1960's the Moira River Conservation Authority erected a dam 
he flow of water on the Black River, an important tri- 


Coffer dam and remains of old Rathbun Company da 


Township, 1960. In the ear 
at Lingham Lake to help regulate t 
butary of the Moira River. 


e county, the Gil- Re, 


About 1909, perhaps the last new gold mine in th 
mour Mine, was opened and worked for a short period. Outside of very/ 
limited mining and lumbering operations, Grimsthorpe has not enjoyed 
prosperity. There have been many years when the township has been list- 
ed as having no permanent inhabitants. 

It has been supposed that Grimsthorpe Tow! 
because of its geographical feriempaye auceuallys st ve 
Grimsthorpe castle in Lincolnshire, England. Sir Peregrine Maitland, the } ames 
Lieutenant-Governor who named the township about 1822. was related 


to the owner of Grimsthorpe castle. 


} 


iship derived its name | \\ «4A 
‘t was named after }But 


ath 
Mrs - OT] a Venuie s 


notes by 


Chapter 57 
Tudor and Cashel Townships 


“Tike most of the back townships, Tudor is rich in 
. mineral wealth . . . The great obstacle in the way of 
developing these mines 1s the difficulty of transpor- 


tation.” (County of Hastings Directory, 1864-65) 
Tudor takes its name from the proud line of monarchs who ruled | Ms = 

| England in the sixteenth century, including Henry VIII and Elizabeth 1) NI 

, Although named in the 1820’s, Tudor was little settled before the 1850 S. 

y Agricultural expert William Hutton estimated the township population at 

seventy in 1851, but other authorities set the figure at only seven or eight 

families as late as 1854. The construction of the Hastings Colonization 

: Road (now called the Old Hastings Road) after 1854 was a real boon, 

since this northern route began at Tudor’s southern boundary and cut 

: through the western part to Thanet on the north-west corner. 


[Pie Hastings Condy 
Papers ik Linea, | 


and white pine beins “ 
ng “very ab 
and easy of access” y abundant, of large 


ut 300 resident landholders (g, 
along the Hastings Benen, 
the seventh conces- a |05 
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The increased i 
population led to Tudor’s i 
: : S separation in 185 ° 

ae ae townships. Andrew Jelly served as the Laie 
ie a ; as cee with Limerick and Wollaston, its ae Phin e 
and north-west. Cashel was added in 1869. By 1886, meni k 
= , rick 


and Wollaston had gone their 
to) eir separate ASE 2 
were left united. IN ways, and only Tudor and Cashel 


Lumbering was a key industry. While surveying a section of th 
township in 1863, H. A. Macleod found that the eieiore a eke 
Company of Trenton had three extensive shanties = oe oe 

little thought of forest c acon: “Tl 2 a a eral 
ae oe us j h Se eenon: he best of the timber, Mac- 

; , is nearly ex austed, there is still a good deal of inferior 
quality, and a large amount lies on the ground wasted on account of small 
blemishes.” Lumber operations were somewhat restricted about 1880. 
when a series of disastrous forest fires burned over almost 15,000 acres 
of timber. Nevertheless the Gilmour and Rathbun lumber companies op- 
erated in the district until the early 1900’s. The Gilmour Company drove 
its logs down the Moira to Belleville and then to its Trenton mill. The 
Rathbun Company’s logs went down the Black Creek or were carried by 
the Bay of Quinte Railway to Deseronto. When the Gilmour Company 
ceased operations in the early 1900’s, Gill and Fortune of Trenton took 
over its timber limits, part of which is owned now by the Sawyer-Stoll 
Company. In 1904, the late George Sprackett started lumber operations 
‘n the Gilmour area; this busines is now operated by James Sprackett and 
his two sons—Ross and Don. 


fe Ne ae 
Prospecting and mining came to Tudor in the early 1860s. By 


1864, some of the township’s lead mines had been worked by Mr. Kerste- 
man and others. [ron ore and copper were known to be present in signill- 
1866, the Hastings Cold Rush fever touched the 


cant amounts. After 
he most important town- 


township, but little gold was discovered. Perhaps the impo fm 
ship mine was the Holandia Lead Mine (Concession VI). from which 
2,500,000 pounds of lead were taken. 

1860’s were yeomen farmers. The average 
ltivated about 13 acres of land, used farm 
$20, and had a farm whose total value 
he grew 120 bushels of potatoes, 60. bush- 
2 bushels of barley, and | bushel each of 
ed of 2 pigs, 2 cows, an OX, a half of 


Most inhabitants in the 
farmer in the mid-sixties cu 
machinery valued at less than 
was about $340. On this farm, 
els of oats, 7 bushels of peas, ~ 
rye and corn. His livestock consist 
a sheep, and a quarter of a horse. 1 

Although the early settlers had erected two Se ag e : et 
were no churches for another ten years. Pld eral Gee Eat a Rs 
Louces or in private homes. The Roman Catholics held s s 


p y p y y as > a later at Ho- 
o an 5 


gan’s Hotel at Hoga’ 
Methodist one, built in 1871. 
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a Jordan” because of its position 
att “The Jordan 
‘IIbridge, originally called é ir tled by har 
barge Sr ies the chief community. It was Pe ee aay 
ie ee Captain Ralph Norman. A eee = D ed in his ‘i. 
pom 6 Norman established an early trading ae cc ee mili- 
me seo Norman ran his trading station 1m mn ne age aa va 
2a ve ne wife, herself a veteran of the Crimea, er Aeite Va en 
he a ) d R Florence Nightingale. Norman built a mill a e Jordan, 
a nurse under FX known as “the mill by the bridge”. The community 
and this aN DE a, Bridge and finally as Millbridge. Among the 
then was known as ae ; lark 
other early settlers were the McEwens, Wards, Morans, and C 


Captain Ralph M. Norman, veteran 
of the Crimean War, 1854-56, and 
a pioneer settler at Millbridge in Tu- 
dor Township. 


By 1859, The Jordan (Millbridge) was the site of Tudor’s first 
school. After a forest fire destroyed the school and a second building also 
burned, classes were held in the town hall, until the present school was 
erected around 1907. The community’s post office opened in 1860 with 
merchant John Bull as first post-master. About 1866, the post office 
moved to Norman’s trading post, where it remained until 1911. In 1894, 
Mrs. Norman died, and her husband helped to erect the Anglican Church 
in her memory. 

Millbridge was the centre of the township’s activities in the 1880’s. 
ughout the county. The men com- 
contests, and grain and _ livestock 


fair attracti ; 
hasta action. At other times, two or three 
al the ge des tio Poser’ Hotel was nicknamed Cupid's Hotel; 
0 : 
young swains, woteat the hotel were quickly snapped up by the 


Gilmour as it appeared in 1909. | James “<Lean 


and Lummiss families were among the early arrivals. Jelly’s Rapids later 
was renamed Glanmire. 


The building of the Central Ontario Railway from Trenton to Coe 
Hill in the early 1880’s encouraged two settlements—Hogan and Gil- 
mour. Gilmour, the more important, became the township’s chief northern 
community. Before that time, the northern centre had been Thwaites Place, 
where William J. Thwaites had erected a hotel about three miles west of 
Gilmour. 


Gilmour took its name from the Gilmour Lumber Company of Tren- 
ton. Its early settlers included Philip Dafoe, Holmes Lidster, and Thomas 
Ricketts. The settlers erected a frame school-house in 1891, on land pur- 
chased from the Crown for five dollars; the teacher's salary in the first 
year was $240. From 1905 to 1910, the North American Telegraph Com- 
pany operated its district telephone exchange in W. A. McMurray’s store. 
Then the exchange became part of the Bell system, and the first Gilmour 
directory was published in 1911. 


W. A. McMurray was a typical merchant at the turn of the century. 
His general store was stocked with many different products. He bought 


oe — u 
a8 és % SS. 
, A. McMurray is shown at the right. 


McMurray’s General Store at 


Gilmour, circa 1909. W 
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, justice of the 
AE Chevrolets acted aS a Ju 

handled furs, sole In addition he served as a land 
; : hort time he served as 

al deeds for settlers. For a s 

and obtained for nearly as long as James H. Sprackett, 

d councillor for an additional 16 years. 

built at Gilmour. 


S logs, 
ae “ssued burial certificates. 
surveyor 
township reeve, although not 
who was reeve for 29 years an 
In 1949-50, a new area school was 

Mining revived about 1900. The Craig Mine in apse and cua 
opened in 1898, and operated for a few years; some go Le a Be : 
The St. Charles Iron Mine produced about 3,000 tons of iron in the early 
1900's. 

The trials and tribulations faced by the settlers of Cashel were iden- 
tical with those of Tudor, though Cashel’s more northern location and 
ereater distance from the Hastings Road led to settlement at a later date. 
Transportation also was a problem because of the high elevation. Near 
Cashel Lake, the land rose to over 1450 feet, probably the highest point 
in the county. Perhaps because of its height, Cashel received its name. Its 
namesake, Cashel in Tipperary County, Ireland, boasts the Rock of Ca- 
shel, a formation in the centre of the town rising 300 feet. 


The problems of settlement were pointed out by surveyor Henry A. 
Macleod, who in 1860, took eleven days to reach the township from 
Belleville. He described the Old Madawaska Road, a lumbering road, as 
“full of fallen timber and brushwood” beyond Gunter, a growing settle- 
ment in the southwest corner of Cashel. Macleod discovered that the soil 
was generally shallow, although it was very good in some places. Only in 
the central western lands was there much field for lumbering, and a firm 
by the name of Hilliard and Dixon was even then taking out the best 
timber. Elsewhere, the pine was too scattered, and the hemlock and spruce 
in the north-east were said to be “almost entirely dead”. While Macleod 
was conducting the survey, several settlers arrived; some he employed 
ante ee He found that the citizens were proud of their town- 
se ete of es, vay of cop, valuable fury and 
River and Beaver Creek as well as a Bea ceo! the fore 
sipi rivers. Macleod made one su ee oa e Madawaska and Missis- 

ggestion: “A cheap portable grist and 


saw mill would be a great boon and mi 
pe might be put 
say on the outlet between Gunter’s and Lele’ Satara - . 


As noted in 1860 b 
ee y Macleod, Gunter’s wa : 
was named after four Gunter brothers who pee eo lt 


seats and ; “powered mill. A small school wi 
hale ree no ve was erected by 2. When a larger aii er cara log 
years later, the first one was used as a wood ne cali: a 
. still later a 


udents, until the decision to take them to Gil- 


mour after 195]. 
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John Harve 
y Gunter 
master (1883-1901). ies a we the pioneer brothers, was the firs 
a.m. mail train. To sna en he went to Gilmour cles + di ah 
: ; . n himself. € . : ne sever 
in the kitehen at ni > unter is said 
night. A : s said to have Bae 
the Free Methodi C A brother, Abraham Gunter, was aes oe 
ist Church being erected in 1894 , was responsible for 


me P = 


i ae 


1899 were (1) John Harvey Gunter, (2) 


Among the patrons of the Gunter Cheese Factory in 
(4) was the cheesemaker at this factory 


George Sprackett, and (3) Watt Grant. Abe Derry 
for many years. 


led McCrea Post Office after Scottish set- 
tler Henry McCrea, is partly in Cashel and partly in Effingham and Ashby 
townships, but the only road access ‘s through Tudor and Cashel. (The 
name Weslemkoon means “Running Bank Beaver”.) William Woodcock 


was the first settler. 


Weslemkoon, formerly ca 


en of limited importance. Among, the 
akefield and the Cooney Brothers 


he chief mining development, al- 
ls have been found. The 


Lumbering and mining have be 
lumbermen have been the Murphys of L 


of Gunter. Kersteman’s Lead Mine was t 


though copper, pyrite, talc, and other minera 
township, as a whole, has not been extensively prospected. 


and timber have been the main occupations during the 


Unfortunately, soil exhaustion and erosion, coupled with 

ltural competition, have caused some people to move 
away. To-day the population for Tudor and Cashel is about 500, although 
summer cottage settlements at Glanmire and other lakes swell the popu- 


lation during the tourist season. 


Agriculture 
present century. 
increased agricu 


O'Brien's peTes , 
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Wollaston Township 


‘no the Township would 
“The best method of developing t 
be i opening the Road surveyed by Mr. Gibson last 
fall, running the whole length of the Township, and 
by making a road along the line between the 8th and 


esslOnS .. - 
Oth Concesst (John Allen Snow, 1864) 


The township of Wollaston was named after William Hyde Wollas- 
ton (1766-1828), an English chemist and scientist. Dr. Wollaston’s wide 
range of scientific experiments included the discovery of the element 
palladium and a method of making platinum malleable. Wollastonite, a 
mineral compound of calcium, silicon, and oxygen, also was named in 


his honour. 


The township was attached to Hastings County in 1858. Originally uni- 
ted with Tudor, Cashel, and Limerick, Wollaston became a separate muni- 
cipality in 1880; James MacGregor was the first reeve. 


As early as 1859, Quintin Johnston surveyed the township’s six east- 
ern lots. These lands were adjacent to the Hastings Road, and the pro- 
vincial government expected them to fill rapidly. Johnston found that 
there were many swamps and marshes, caused by beaver dams blocking 
the courses of the streams. Nevertheless, if properly drained, much of 


the land would be good for pasturing. Johnston also noted that “Iron ore 
abounds all through the Townships.” 


The presence of large deposits of iron ore attracted the attention of 
John Allen Snow, who completed the township’s survey in 1863-64. 
Snow’s progress was retarded by unreliable compass readings ihe iron 
fe threw the party’s compasses off, and Snow ean inined that the 
ee estes was “more conspicuous” than in any of his other sur- 
19 of ee - ne especially critical near Eagle Lake and in Lot 

ession XIII where there was an “isolated hill of magnetic ore”. 


Surveyor : : 
yor Snow observed that timber was an important resource. He 


described the townshi 
nship as “ roes 
p as “the largest tract of hardwood land together” 


that he had ever su U 

rveyed. Unfortunatel Ww 

ae , ther . ; 
tracts, totalling perhaps two ieee pe ere were only two small pine 


timber had been cut befo 

re 1864 b 
mite that a saw mill should be sees 
that the best method of opening the tow 


sO tO run a roa 


ward from the Hastings Road. The mo f dlong the ninth souecssiony Wiest 


dern road map suggests that Snow’s 
government. 
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By 1864, 44 1 
; andholders had loc: : T 
. ; s cated in Wollas he 
Hastings Road. Prominent among the settlers wer aoe, mostly along the 
Coy, Nugent, Patinson, Robi = ANS ey ers were the Conlin, Foster, Mc- 
, . inson, and Murphy families Aare 
James Ee : phy families. The Murphys— 
munit fa ne gave their name to Murphy’s Corners, a small Ae 
ern - Tee ca south-east corner of the township. RiGee a mile 
ee phy’s Corners, Thanet developed as a gateway to the township 
was a convenient stopping-pl: : : ‘ine 
< ; g-place in the late nineteenth centur 
eid ant A 
since it was about a day’s journey from Madoc Village nikal 
ge. 


The Ridge was another early community in southern Wollasto 
It was first settled by Henry Bird and John Stanley, two reed il 
earlier, in 1804, had shared Lot 1, Concession I. They see Pwed bs 
the good farming land at the Ridge. Later, the Gilmour Company planned 
to make the whole ridge into a company farm, but this project was aban- 
doned. By 1875, several settlers had located on The Ridge, and : Bile 
probably had been built. ie 


In pioneer days the settler harvested his 
crops using only the simplest of imple- 
ments. Here he ‘‘cradles’’ his grain. The 
grain cradle, an improvement over the 
scythe, was common before the inven- 
tion of the mechanical reaper or har- 
vester. In the distance is the pioneer’s 
log cabin, surrounded by the tall forest. 
Frequently the settlers worked part-time 
at lumbering. (Painting by Rev. Bowen 


Squire). 


resbyterians. Plans were 
he minutes show pioneer 
n by James Mac- 
of timber. 


The Ridge’s first church was built by the P 
a meeting in September, 1875, and t 


best. The land for the building was give 
supply three pieces 
log building. Lumber 


drawn up at 
spirit at its 
Gregor. Each person present agreed to 
not less than sixteen snches at the top end, for the 


was ordered from Morton’s mill at St. Ola. Despite 
sixteen inches of snow fell on March 28, 1876—the logs were delivered 


to the site, and a “hee” raised the framework on April 26. This building 
(United after 1925) served the community until 1944. 

Farther north in Wollaston, the lands near Eagle (Wollaston ) Lake 
attracted settlers before 1880. The first settlers located west of the present 


village of Coe Hill. Thomas Nugent, who kept the first post ae es 
ran a mail stage to Thanet, was one of these. Alexander Watt, the irst 


a very severe winter- 


The annual Wollaston 
Fair is one of the best 
in the county. Cattle 
and potatoes are among 
the exhibits. 


township tax collector, operated a loom and produced flannel. Seth and 


Mose Welch opened the first-store in IS82iiier some time, the settle- 

{i ae 1 of Coe Hill was known as Welch’s Corners; now it is called 

Hardinge, Beviles pect let's Comers had its own physician, Dr. 

telephone excha : ee ee he built the community’s first 

stand. Sal see ae the switchboard from an old sewing machine 
- Salem was the site of the first Wollaston Fair, 1883. 


As settlement mo 
ved west al . ; 
Road, the settlers Hesiek ong Concession VIII from the Hastings 


| ship in Peterborough Cou ; Th Heats coming in from Chandos Town- 
fi nty. The Doxsees were among the first of these. 


n prices dropped; the mine opera- 
, the coming of the railway con- 
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About 1890, the first cheese factory was 


Lake. This factory served the settlers of Coe built on the shore of Eagle 


tl . Hill and Ti at al 
Was brought trom The Ridge by wagon to the lake. erated ee 
; orge Patti- 


son took it across the lake i 
e in a large flat-bottomec 
fone med boat. This boat als 
ve ay residents to the islands for picnics. The f — a 
Bae a ae in 1906. The village’s first merchant was R = “Tivy. 
obert Waddington was the first postmaster aa e 


Peat an a oi crea ib WESLEY The first timber licences 
g to Harris, Bronson, and Coleman. The Gil - 
Rathbun companies floated logs ir Tr Sea aan 
p | ogs to their Trenton and Deseronto mills 
S. L. Purdy had a mill at Murphy’s Corners, and later the Murpl : 
ated a mill there. Purdy’s mill was moved to Glen Alda (Purdyville) in 
neighbouring Chandos Township, but Coe Hill was the shipping point fot 
this and other district mills. The lumber was drawn on sw ele toads dur- 
ing the winter months. The swamp roads did not drift with snow as did 
roads in the open country. This swamp road system lasted until trucks and 
snowplows made the winter trucking of logs and timber practical. Late 
mills were operated by the Scriptures at Scriptures’ Corners (now called 
Gilroy). John Mackenzie carried on an active trade in cedar poles around 


Coe Hill. The hill west of the village is still called the “‘pole dump’ 
Another prominent businessman at Coe Hill was Charles S. Rollin 

who operated a general store and carried on a business in lumber, pulp: 

wood, and poles. Like his son, Clarke T. Rollins, C. S. Rollins served as 


county warden. 


The children of Coe Hill first attended school in the Salem settle: 
ment. Then, about 1875, a school was built at Coe Hill. A new school, 
opened on October 26, 1949, is the centre of elementary education for 
the township. Coe Hill is also the seat of municipal government. Hydro 
reached the village in 1948. | 

The most northerly part of Wollaston was settled about pe sate 
came in via the Paige Road, a shanty road running Wen pe ee 
ings Road, near the township’s northern boundary. ie eae " 
the Gilroys and Blackburns. The first school was nee : : : FA 

In the early days of settlement, as if the oes ae le 
last forever. en Harry Johnson, who helped ane i tes 
Mine, foresaw the day when the forests would Me oa f this timber 
reforestation of land in Wollaston. Several fine stands O° J°"'® 


are now to be found. 
To-day, Wollaston has a perm 


number increases in the summer uA > 
the beauty of the lake and aided Y ee 
pamphlet published in 1923 suggeste ; a 3 
were discovering the “rare beauty ° g 


resort areas. 


it seemed 


about 600. This 


anent po ulation of 
ahaa attracted by 


hen vacationers arrive; y 
proved road transportation. * 
even then, summer campers 
Lake and other township 


Tehnston, 185 3 H -A /Y4q.| 


‘ re ra buintin vis Josie 
1” sj / 1s ne 3 Ey + ie o / : +-Ola ; SA rs J ah / lacks N54, 
ii ; V/ - { le a = ‘ \ 5 ; y 
969. yetes b/ Uys eis ea eae the Hills ot Hastings , 1923 
ne. dy tes (1964655 ey, 


‘ [Jiyeete 
yrmsby y 


Ch pter 5 


Limerick Township 


a, i are a great 
“Deer are also very numerous, and g 


assistance to the settlers. T here is also a oe a 
of trapping on the Lakes and Rivers. Nee es of 
trappers making $300 in one season by their jurs. 

(H. A. Macleod, 1863) 

Limerick Township, which was named after the city and county of 
Limerick in Ireland, is one of the most mountainous and heavily timbered 
townships in Hastings County. It is located at a height of land, with waters 
flowing southward into the Trent River and northward into the Mada- 
waska. Although the farming area is restricted, yet its people, by in- 
dustry and skill, have earned a living from the soil and forest. 


The difficulties of settlement were described as early as 1857, when 
Quintin Johnston surveyed the land near Salmon (Limerick) Lake, de- 
scribed by him as a “beautiful lake of pure cold water’. The Indians 
were said to catch many salmon trout in its waters. Johnston described 
the land south of Salmon Lake as being less broken and stony than the 
other nearby lands. Concerning the second concession, he wrote: “The 
Swamps and Marshes are the best of the land — the greater number of 
which will admit of drainage.” Johnston also wrote that there were good 
marble deposits east of Salmon Lake and that iron ore was to be found 
throughout the whole township. As early as 1854, Peter Chard and Com- 
pany of Belleville had taken options on land in the township, hoping to 


develop lead and copper or aa 
pper ores, but mining h . 
the township’s history to date. Be Pitches ou7-mall-zole in 


si » completed in 1862-63 the work 
1¢ not survey the north-eastern corner, since 
: ; ™ tor settlement.” He estimated that onl 

: . ry 

ands would be good for agriculture. Like 
lands were beaver marshes 


um 
completed the sioeeees ae 
Road, although in 1863 a 
ner, coming in via Millbri 
and other southern townshi 


on trout and fresh meat 
Le g 
ae the settlers lived along the Hastings 
dee anh en to move into the south-east cor- 
io udor Township from Sidney, Rawdon, 
The free grants al 
‘alth Riare the Hastings R : : 
ough one authority claimed that they a Lee ae by cae 
of inferior qual- 


LIMERICK TOWNSHIP 
Page ‘g9r 
ity as compared with 
those further 
Bad ; er north”. Ab 22 
p s along the road, while another 19 held om =a 
9 he s in 


concessions, most 

Aiiphys ae ee a Steenburg. A few families including th 

dary. About a mil at Murphy’s Corners on the Wollaston | - 
ile north, Thanet crew ollaston boun- 

was erected. = up, and 


settlers had taken 
1e first and second 


a Presbyterian Church 


The lumbermen r - 6 

Wee heecen from a ee from two directions. By 1862, 
Egan Lake area in the ie Pee the best timber from the 
pine was left, and the Gilmour Com ‘i : i. Salmon Lake, much good 
1863. Earlier, the Gilmour Company h Pe ‘Rede operations there about 
let of Gull Lake, raising by six fo eae large dam at the out- 
there was enough water “for the flushing er " bin Pai i: ae 
creek emptied into Crowe River, and the ea oe Praiid akin ‘heya 
the Gilmour Company’s mill at Trenton. After the Feieiodl Cees i : Ma 
gan lumbering in Limerick, the logs of these two sapaanies ; ll at 
those of the smaller operators, quite often swept down Shark Cre it | 
gether. At Marmora there was a sorting “Jak”, and at Tienton be Final 
sorting took place. The star-shaped mark on the end of each Rathbun iss 
was separated from the “Diamond G” stamp of Gilmour. From Trenter, 
the Rathbun logs were boomed again and floated to Deseronto. The last 
drive down the length of the waterway was conducted about 1917 by a 
Trenton firm. A school holiday was held in the spring 0! 1920 when dist 
rict children were brought to see the last drive to be sent over the Gull 
Lake Dam into Beaver Creek. 


Lumbering has been the life-line of many settlers throughout Limer- 
ick’s history. During the winter months, the settler could earn fifteen dol- 
lars a month and his room and board. Conditions m 
from fifteen to fifty men would sleep in one room on plank beds with 
marsh hay mattresses — but the pay was good. The staple diet was salt 
pork, baked beans, sour-dough bread and biscuits, 
ging berries (prunes). 

The early pioneer faced many trials 
one of them. Doctors were So far away and trave alls 
most cases, the patient had either improved or had died cae = ~ 
arrived. Women such as Mrs. Robert Jackson, Mrs. Arthut Swayne, al 

Basen 13 Fcatec -s at the hed-side of those in need 
Abigail King spent many dedicated hours at the be@S<0 0" 7 Murphy 
af medical care. ee mid-wile wie eae ane ( maces iinet 
oC aie ee ee oan te hakal a her pivit, Death 
Bye cnro protect ihe ee one Che te would lay the deceased 
meant community sorro 


2 and help. held. and the burial 
out, probably on the kitchet 


The mid-wife 
1 table. A wake would be 
often took place on the homestead. 
Marriage was 4 


community 
would be performed 


ight be crowded 


corn syrup, and log- 


and_ tribulations. Illness was 
| was so slow that, in 


The ceremony 


celebration. 
dark room with 


i for 
eee This was a 


in the front parlour. 


% 
} 
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drapes, and a large polished black box Breve: which 
aes | =a hein knew of the coming of special com- 
If a sealed in the community, the tT ete as 
pany. If no ae s Madoc or another large village. The story is told of one 
have to te nuary, when a teetotalling church elder was to marry 
wedding in fi fi - ae ee marsh-hay sleigh bedding, the 
a young oe nae lder and colder on the trip to Madoc, until the 
wedding party grew co irl something to warm her up. When the party 
oe fe ene Tene lab a cold, was more than slightly 
‘eached Madoe, the , 
a he wedding was postponed for another day. 


imported rug, dr 
was never lit unl 


For many years after Limerick was attached to Hastings County 
(1858), the township was united with Tudor, Wollaston, and Cashel. 
After 1886, Limerick became a separate municipality. Township council’s 
inaugural meeting was held at St. Ola on January 17, 1887. Peter P. 
Clark of St. Ola was the reeve, receiving an annual salary of eleven dol- 
lars; while James Ham was engaged as clerk at an annual “salery” of 
lifty dollars a year, according to the township minutes. Although St. Ola 
became the site of township government, some meetings were held at 
Ormsby (originally called Rathbun). Like most township councils, Lim- 
erick’s was involved with roads, bridges, and welfare. In 1890, council 
asked Tudor Council to pay a share of the costs of repairing Beaver Creek 
Bridge, which had been damaged during a river drive. The pathmaster 
of the road between Bass Lake and the Hastings Road was given permis- 
sion in 1892 to straighten the road at his own expense. Statute labour 
was used for the last time in 1917 to repair the roads; thereafter, men 
were paid to do the job. To-day, Limerick has about forty miles of well 
maintained roads. The stumps and rocks are gone, but very often the road 
superintendent is faced with the spring-time job of removing a log which 
has been frost-driven to the surface from the old corduroy road-bed. 

Rathbun (Ormsby) developed as Li 
ment on the Hastin 
ily operated early stores, There w 


merick’s most northerly settle- 
ohn Bane, and the Weaver fam- 
: as a blacksmith shop, an Orange hall, 
Railway reached Rathbun in dees oe vente pene ane ented biario 


Stanlick Hote] to York River. 


a Catholic Minn ciuzch in Ormsby, and, in 1897, the 
MacKillican fam; toe Mission Church which is still in use. The present 
Killican, who ; away from settler Ben Mac- 

© in 1872 wh er for Ormsby’s first school. 


© operated the general store and 
Ham’s Corners, named after 
education became the town- 


The hominy-block or plumping-mill was a common means of milling flour at home. A hard 
wood stump, often ironwood, was hollowed out, and a pestle or pounder of hardwood was 
used to crush the grain. A great deal of labour was necessary to obtain even a coarse 
brown flour, although it was comparatively easy to mill Indian corn or wild rice. This view 
taken from a painting by Rev. Bowen Squire, shows the hominy-block in use about 1785 


ship clerk, treasurer, and tax collector. Ham could write legibly with both 
hands at the same time. For some years, Ham’s Corners seemed likely 
to be the township’s main hub, and early schooling centred there. 


St. Ola owed its beginnings to the lumber business. Canniff’s Mill 
sprang up in the 1860’s, Timothy Solmes soon opened a grist mill in 
Canniff’s building, and frame houses were erected. Peter Perry Clark 
settled at the site in 1869. Reminded of the hills of Scotland, Clark 
named the. place St. Ola, after a Scottish church. Clark built a large 
wooden dam and a combined saw, grist, shingle, and lath mill, and opera- 
ted a chair factory, a general store, and the post office. Before he was 
twenty years old, Clark was elected to municipal office; for forty years 
he served the township and county in some official capacity, finally being 
elected warden in 1896. The earliest reference to a church at St. Ola 
was in 1885, when mention was made of a Limerick Methodist cae 
with Reverend William Combs stationed at St. Ola. A Lge Mg e- 
gun in 1886, and the church was dedicated in the spring 0 


y Limerick Township has been affected by the 
9 


weet’ * ities. The cheese 
movement of many of its young people shan * sabe Ski ssi 
a AS See YS Aeon seultural products. Lumbering 
oe. ee lee nina eer has declined and hand 
Onan aan ce anne heirlooms. The township's 220 aie 
nniiias en ee mesa of the county, thanks to the building Seis 
Joy closer oe ane and the coming of hydro-electricity 1 1950. ss 
ae ue a a ap School at St. Ola became the first alte 
1964, Limerick ay Hastings. The key to future aol caro pe 2: 
=a ae “wonderful maze of sparkling lakes” ane 4 gre 
simeric ‘ 


ing tourist industry. 


In the present centur 


Fa Tae ane. Ferns: 


“cf 


: 72 | 
7 | D Dp) eee lt a aes lEane rot 


ay? 
or 


Hens paper” 

Chapter 60 

Faraday Township 
“45 a veneral thing the Surface ts anything but Smooth 
) ; The Soil is Sandy loam, with a fair sprinkling 


. +, 99 
of Stones, if not rocks, in the best of it. 
3 (Quintin Johnston, 1857) 


Faraday is one of the three northern townships named after distin- 
cuished British scientists; Herschel and Wollaston are the others. Professor 
I Michael Faraday was a noted chemist and scientist of the nineteenth cen- 


tury. 


Michael Faraday (1791-1867) the 
distinguished British scientist and 
chemist after whom the township was 
named. Professor Faraday developed 
the first dynamo and discovered elec- 
tromagnetic induction, making possi- 
ble a vast development of electrical 
machinery for industry. 


several times. as 
that, by the end 
lowed the origin 


included Alfred Barker, 


? ip Hardj , Patri d 
Moores, the O’Neils, sr rae ee 
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In 1857, Quinti ao 
» Quintin Johnston sur 
Hastin surveyed much of tl 
ie He re the southern sections to be la , 
re and noted that Concessions X y 
Ridgy, Stony, R ssions X and XI were generally “R 
ock ; Ly (35 genera ly Rouctl 4 
aii: A aida ele seas . A pocket of land in lee we 
eGemdy. “but Be: a 1e valley of the York River, was descril 1 
. 3 as seripe as 
Bare he - Johnston believed the best place for Rei ea : 
aaa ; . : : vas 
Re eciall ae village of Bancroft. Minerals attracted his eer 
a arble near L’Amable Lake and iron ore through | 
whole township. ghout the 


and west of the 
argely unsuited for 


Following Johnson’s survey, Faraday Township was attached 

ings County in 1858. By 1864, there was said to ce Z oS 
ment” along the Hastings Road, and grist and saw mili were ieee a “ 
at Lamb’s Lake. Lamb’s Lake (called L’Amble Lake on an et ans 
referred to L’Amable Lake, believed to have been named ees Inder 
family who trapped in the area. | ar 


Outside of Bancroft, L’Amable was the chief settlement in the town- 
ship’s early history. By 1897, L’Amable boasted a district population of 
about 125. John Green operated a hotel, William Hanthorne was the 
blacksmith, H. J. Jarman was a cabinet and coffin maker, and George 
Long was a carriage maker. John R. Tait was the postmaster and Crown 
land agent. 


Another early settlement was Faraday, on the township’s southern 
boundary. In 1889, there were 30) resident families, and the population 
was estimated at about 100 in 1897. Henry Johnston was an early miller. 


To the west, a small] settlement developed near Paudash Lake. This 
lake is believed to have been named after an Algonquin Indian chief. 
Paudash. The first settler in the area was an Englishman named Ward, 
who was followed by Robert Jackson and Samuel Vance. A school was 
opened about 1878, with Miss Ella Bruce of Hermon as the first teacher. 
Not all settlers were fortunate enough to be able to send their children to 

; ), , area : 
school. Mrs. James Vance remembered coming to the Paudash area about 
1877. The nearest school was nine miles away, and the family of six girls 
and four boys was taught by the mother. The children wrote on wrapping 
paper, using charcoal for pencils. 

C > Bancroft . setting up of Faraday 

The growth of the village of Bancroft led to the setting UJ ee 
as a separate township. On January 19. 1891, township council he’e ™ 
first meeting. Chester Davy was the first reeve, and Alfred - Barker, 

ho had served as township clerk for the united townships of I ungannon 
ie, Oe ati 3 “ty at a salary of thirty-eight dollars 
and Faraday, continued in that capacity at a salar) 
a year. 
Much of the township's grow 


H. Shore confirmed the presence Oo 
Faraday Uranium Mines Limited, to deve 


1949, when the late Arthur 
Shore formed a company; 
aims he had staked. 


th came after 
f uranium. 
lop several cl 
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ogramme began in 1952, and on April 
14. 1957, the first uranium precipitate was P anne ne oa Gaied ne 
1.600 tons a day, until declining markets brought the township's uran- 
to 1,60 t y -arv halt. Among the three other uranium 
jum mining boom to a temporary fa 6. erected about 200 h 
mines was Canadian Dyno Mines, which, in 1956, erected abou omes 
at Cardiff, eight miles west of Bancroft. After the company closed in 
1961. a few homes were sold to private owners with fixed incomes. Out of 
this grew the plan to develop Cardiff as a village for retired people. 
Homes were sold for about one-third of their cost, and the site was adver- 
tised as very healthy for the sufferers of such respiratory ailments as 
chronic bronchitis and asthma. To-day, Cardiff is administered by a board 
of three trustees under provincial legislation provided for the Improvement 
District of Bicroft. 

Although the last of the township’s uranium mines closed down in 
1963, there are hopes that renewed demands for uranium will lead to 
their re-opening. Meanwhile the wage-earners among the township’s thou- 
sand citizens depend for their livelihood on lumbering, farming, tourism, 
or employment in such centres as Bancroft. 


The first full-scale development pr 


| N/a - 
L Cor dor Groves ) 


Based largely ae Ba 


Chapter 61 


Bancroft 


oa best Mill Site, and Site for a Town Plot that I 
Sed seen in the four Townships, are on the York 
wer about half a mile .. . from the Hastings Road.” 


(Quintin Johnston, 1857) 


Bancroft i ief vi 
oe Sirs chief village in north Hastings. It owes this promin- 
nce to its excellent water power, the lumbering and mining of the neigh- 
bouring section, and its positi juncti “ ‘i 

ng s y its position at the junction of the Hastings and Monck 
colonization roads. Surveyor Quintin Johnston predicted the site’s im- 
portance when, in 1857, he called attention to the falls on the York River. 
From this falls, he claimed, there could easily be obtained “water suffi- 
cient to work almost any amount of machinery”. 


Earlier visitors to the site included Lieutenant Walpole, who mapped 
a canoe route from Lake Simcoe through Baptiste Lake and the York 
River in 1827, and the noted explorer and geographer David Thompson 


about 1835. 


By 1853, the village’s first settlers, the Clark family, had arrived. 
Then, following the surveying of the Hastings Road, James Cleak and 
Alfred Barker took up free grants along the Hastings Road. Mr. Cleak 
started a small store and in 186] became the first postmaster of York 
River, as the settlement was known. As postmaster, Cleak received $15 a 
year. Mail came in from Glanmire, near Millbridge, once a week. Isaac 
Stimers usually carried the mail by foot over the thirty miles, for which 
he received $128 a year. When the office was transferred to J. €. George S 
house in 1871, the postmaster’s salary was raised to $17 a year. The 
George House is believed to be the oldest surviving building in town. 


York River continued to grow and soon rivalled L’Amable as the 
township’s main centre. Several of the early families were [rish immi- 
grants, fleeing the potato famines of their homeland. 
tlers within the borders of the present village 
the Siddons, the Sweets, Philip Harding. 
Mostly farmers, these people 
s generally rocky, and mar- 
bush flies, drought, wolves, 


Among the first set 
were Henry Gaebel, the Vances, t 
Thomas Sparrow, and Patrick Kavanag™ ; 
had to struggle for a livelihood. The soil wa 
kets were far away. Black flies, mosquitoes; 
and foxes were some of their problems. 


umbering offered Ww 


d Weston Company sent its | 
ere recruite 


inter employment for many farm- 
umbermen up the York 
d. Large stands of vir- 


hundreds of teams of 


Fortunately, | 
ers. The Bronson an 


from the Madawaska, and local men Ww ee 
gin timber were cut, and the company 


h4 
a 
} 
i 


; 
f 


mite 


horses to draw the timber to the creeks. The Gilmour and Rathbun com- 
panies also moved into the area, and, as was the custom elsewhere, the 
gangs worked together on the spring drives. Bancroft was the centre for 
this lumber market, and the river drivers looked forward to their time 
there. Drinking and free-for-alls were the order of the day. The winner of a 
fight would use his spiked boots to rake the fallen man’s face. To speed 
the passage of the logs through Bancroft, the companies offered the hotel 
managers a sum of money to close down while the drive went through; 
the offer was rejected. Most of the timber found its way to Arnprior and 
the Ottawa River. Many river drivers drowned, and the custom was to use 
their boots as grave markers. The Bancroft rapids claimed the life of John 


Bernard, a powerful Indian, who drowned when the log jam broke as 
he was preparing to loosen it. 


seven years before the crea 
Church and St. Paul’s Meth 


serve the community, 


of Canada, Knox 


an they might better 
of Many years, the Ish Roman 


Be ae? ; Catholics in the 
sts : 
bMgaanite sda Tom EKganville. At least as early as 


F ancroft. In 1865, Brudenel i 
ormed, and its resident pri North Segoe NaN 
around 1880, the Christian 


A log jam at the High Falls on the York River, circa 1900. [ Ger dev, Grey | 
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ancroft was known as York Mi 
b rk Mills, York Brane : 
si early years. The post office fadencl ae | cig Aerigeaa 
which name was : was known as York River 
Sao ar - Lia for the settlement until the mid-seventies Then 
Senator Billa Flint, a es the name to Bancroft. The lite et 
, eading businessma Ea ; gy oh eigen 
throughout this county history Flint ee - whose ay is. prominent 
and hel cae _@ planing mi and woollen mi 
ay els eet ede York River. In 1878-79, he successfully es 
the Hence Ph rae to change the name to Bancroft, after Flint’s wife 
E oebe bancr - : - 9 
ee ean neroft. Many of the settlers protested the govern- 
ee , but to no wala Gerber 15.) 1879. York River becante 
pits . Later, the citizens accepted the new name; and when Bancroft 
a a municipality, the Flints were honoured as Phoebe, Billa, and 
int streets were named after them. en 


s — Stewart Brown, Hubert Weiss, 
Wease, William Istead, Hyman Dobensky, G. Robertson 


) j i? 
j Zs 


A championship Bancroft hockey team in the early 1900’ 
Frank Towle, Bert Roberts, George 

The first resident physician was Dr. Truman I. Beeman. He arrived 
in 1888, two years after the death of Dr. Hunt, who used to travel through 
the district looking after the sick. Dr. Beeman was the ideal country doc- 
tor, always willing to help the sick. In 1922, during a severe storm, he 
was called to the Paudash district. Unfortunately, his horse and cutter 
became stranded, and he was forced to crawl for a great distance to the 
nearest farm to get help. As a result of his exertions, he contracted pneu- 


monia and died. His funeral was the largest ever seen in Bancroft. 


ortant village at the turn of the century. 
Times made its debut. John Bremner 
D. H. Morrison, but then 
1900. The Recorder was 


Bancroft emerged as an imp 
On December 16, 1894, the Bancroft 
was the first editor. Later he sold the paper to 
started a rival paper, the Bancroft Recorder 10 
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and Bancroft was officially in- 
_ Kelly defeated W. A. Davy 
council first met in the old 
r Flint. In 1960 the present 


opulation grew, 
in 1904. David H 
the first reeve. The 
donated by Senato 


short-lived. The village’s 
corporated as a village 
by one vote, to become 
community hall, a building 
offices were erected. 

January 20, 1927, was an important day. Re Red oe pal 
was officially opened, the first operating table ses nee y a 
Beeman. In 1949, the present hospital was complete ; it remains a source 
of pride for all the people of north Hastings. 


With a population of 2,100, Bancroft is the largest municipality 
in the northern three-quarters of the county. It will maintain this lead 
because of its good position with respect to transportation, lumbering, and 
mining. The annual Gemboree is evidence of the enterprise and initiative 
of its citizens; this display attracts thousands of Rockhounds or mineral 
collectors. Since 1959, the Ontario Hydro’s area office and service centre 
has been located here. The tourist industry is increasingly important, and 
such rapidly-expanding sports as golf, curling, winter fishing, and minor 
hockey benefit the community. Bancroft advances, but it retains a strong 
tie with the county’s past. The Old Home Week of 1961 resulted in an 
excellent village history. The Bancroft Historical Society is a growing 
organization; and Billa Flint’s old mill, now the Fuller Mill, is one of 


Canada’s two water-powered custom woollen mills, the other being at 
Upper Canada Village. 


by W. Carswell 
: , , Was to com é 
Ludbrook’s Photo Studio for een he team, owned and driven 


— but first, a stop outside 
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Chapter 62 


Dungannon Township 


Sorte. the whole of the portion I surveyed has been 
urnt over so often that there is no timber of any 
value left.” ; 


(Matthew J. Butler, 1880) 


In September, 1870, a little party of eleven Scottish emigrants loaded 
two wagons with their belongings and set out from Belleville to L’Amable 
in Dungannon Township. They were prepared to carve a home out of the 
primitive woodlands. Among the band of brave emigrants were Mr. and 
Mrs. Charles Maguire and their seven-month-old son, John. For four days 
they journeyed northward, over almost impassable roads. They were ady ised 
to turn back, but their determination led them to press on. Men of the 
party took turns carrying young John, since the wagon’s jolting would 
be too much for the frail little body. One of those helping was Reverend 
James Henderson (1849-1924), whose first Methodist charge was the 
Shannonville circuit. Reverend Henderson became one of the most out- 
standing preachers of the Methodist Church in Canada. John Henderson, 
the minister’s father, was the head of the party. When he insisted upon 
the first house having a cellar “big enough to stand in,” the men dug 
toa depth of six feet. Cedar logs were chopped in a swamp a mile away 
and drawn to the site by oxen. Shingles were hewn by hand. 


The Henderson-Maguire party was helped by other settlers at 
L’Amable, some of whom had arrived as early as 1856, when the Hastings 
Road was being opened along the township’s western boundary. Perhaps 
L’Amable’s first settler was Mr. Robinson, who built a saw mill and dam. 
A grist mill was also opened, and it was said to be the only one between 
Madoc and Barry’s Bay. Later the grist mill was operated by William 
Jarman, who also operated the stage coach from Madoc to Maynooth. | At 
times Jarman used as many as thirty teams of horses for ee 
Another prominent settler was John Robertson Tait, a native of Seat ae 
who reached L’Amable by the Madawaska and Mississipp! Sprad a 
was postmaster, storekeeper, Crown land agent, militia Sen bh 
lime kiln operator, and first reeve of Faraday and ie at 
donated the land for the Presbyterian Church (1881), ys ae 
ministers made their homes with him te the Darke iebsd i ete 
rack s property < 
in sport, Na ants ite offers of such pioneers as Maguire, 
He s : of our county woven. 


team and t 1 ns 
Henderson and Tait, was the fabric 


Bf ian family, was a progressive com- 
i named after an Indian j sae 
aaa ngs. Settlers were attracted by the excellent water 


land and timber, and the free grant policy of the 
he 1850's. 


munity in north Hasti 
power, the good farm 
Canadian government in t 
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settlers were English or Scotch, Dun- 


any of the early 
means ned after an Irish town in Tyrone County. 
c c 
gannon had been nar 


al government always attracted attention. The election of the 
Local govern Brn oh ht: gathered at the town hall, the 
y imp osite sides of the hall, and the voters stood 
o be reeve. The candidate whose side of the 


reeve was particular] 
two candidates went to opp 
beside the man they wished t 
hall was most crowded, won. 
Turriff is a community in the south of Dungannon, in an area con- 
sisting largely of rolling hills, lakes and streams. The Booth Lumber 
Company of Ottawa took out timber from this area. The first settlers were 
John Turriff and his wife, who like most early inhabitants, came by 
Egan Creek. Other settlers were the Wenzleys, whose name was attached 
for a time to White Lake, and Bob McFee, who dammed the waters of 
Eean Creek to hold back water for the log drives. Some settlers came in 
from Lanark County, travelling over the Snow Colonization Road. The 
| pioneers faced many hardships. Ira Foster (1870-1964) often told of 
carrying a bag of flour on his shoulders for ten miles. By the turn of the 

century, Yan Allen’s Mill was producing railroad ties and shingles. 


The Presbyterians and the Plymouth Brethren were two early reli- 
is groups. The first school was a log structure with benches. Some 
nis attended only in the summer. Poor roads and unfavourable 
er made school attendance irregular. At Bronson, a schoolgirl would 


id one dollar a month to light the fires each morning. In 1898-99, 
il teacher might earn $275 a year. 


ee. 


eee and Detlor are the chief communities in central Dungan- 
ng ie was begun by the Bronson Lumber Company. Among the 
7 ke ae ee Henry and George Bentley, John Cooney, and John 
ey “a oe care Pioneers came as lumbermen and then settled down 
north Hasse id factory gained a reputation as one of the best in 
lor, is a recent come ce ee med: alter the Weenie sew aliéaen Det. 
by Bart Conk *ommunity. “The: first store in Detlor was built in 1900 
McCy; onlin. A boarding house erected th 
McGuire) now serves a. € same year (by Charles 
Method; yy ey e> 2 Combined general 
Methodist (United) Church es seneral store and post office. A 
first school was a log one erected ae as Sena! Oe 
in 1881; Miss Tivy was the teacher. 


Jamieson Lake. Mr. 
ounty were Possibly ¢ 


—ey 


he Jami 
Hotes a area in 1880, described the 
e land j ia small creeks watered the 
urveyor Butler Ww oy C ou area was said to be suitable 
eee Quite number of settlers were 


: Y per cent 
°F agriculture, S of th 


DUNGANNON TOWNSHIP Boye Ad 
within the limits of my survey and did not know where they were.” | Ap- 
parently there was some “squatting” in the district.) Butler predicted 
that settlement would expand, since “ ‘good roads can be easily obtained 
in almost any direction as the general surface of the country is tolerably 
level”. Butler’s prediction was realized, at least in part. Settlers continued 
to move in to the area near Jamieson Lake. To the nearby Egan Creek 
district came Royal Hennessy, William Miller, Thomas Tice. Peter Hen- 
nessy, George Smith, David Ferguson, Frank Moore, and Charles Cornell. 


Bancroft marble, famed throughout Canada for its beauty and dur- 


ability, has been mined and clined from Dungannon. In the 1920’s, 
Bancroft Marbles Limited operated a mill and several quarries. Ban- 
croft marble was used in the Ottawa Parliament Buildings. 


To-day the township’s 900 inhabitants farm the better sections, en- 
gage in trade and lumbering, and cater to the growing tourist trade. 


Cutting marble at Bronson, jhe [Seep 


et ise doula 


ee ee 


; 

) tg. Weed (1969) hh | 

netes pv ] ia 
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Chapter 63 
Mayo Township 


“There are ten clearings and five resident occupants 
in the township. A ready sale and high prices i 
obtained from the lumbering establishments for a 


Echo 
the produce the settlers have to spare. 
(H. O. Wood, 1869) 


Mayo Township, like several other townships in north Hastings, 
bears an Irish name. The township was named after Mayo County in 
western Ireland and the sixth earl of Mayo, who held key posts in the 
British government in the 1850’s, during which time the township was 
created and joined to Hastings County (1858). 


In its attempt to settle these northern lands, the Canadian govern- 
ment built the Hastings Colonization Road, north from Madoc Township. 
Branch roads were constructed in the 1860's, including the Mississippi 
toad (sometimes called the Perth and Hastings Road), which connected 
with the Monck Road at Bancroft. Although some money was spent on 
the Mississippi Road as early as 1857, the main construction took place 
after 1866-67. The road was nearing completion in 1869 when  sur- 
veyor H. 0. Wood was instructed to lay out settlement lots along the 
ous Cae Wood also surveyed the southern part of the 

: subdivided the land into farm lots. To reach the area, he 


came in from Ottawa, a journey of seven days. Possibly he made use 
of the township’s only other road 


st part, Scottish Presbyterians. Trails had to be 


hewn planks were used to 
he streams and lakes were 


ms. Fortunately, t 
nd the forest supplied plenty of game. 


sh, a 


re the Baptiste family, who later 


f g | | 
‘ounded pes aoe in the 1860's. TO ee 
es out 1 j still t 
a Bit gies bark. An interesting story is still told 

mshan. One. day. Pete: overtook two bro- 


/4 = js Butler (1920). 
Kawusbotten. : eT. { 


Ownship. An Indian named White 


Lute!) 


] 


j 


} 


MAYO TOWNSHIP 


Pe pee ee walking along the road. “Just a minute,” 
oe sacs Tee > = a minute. The “Injun’ always goes ahead 

: . ee ed with the early settlers, and Indian squaws 
sometimes assisted with the birth of the white Bee sea bokiee aie 
cently as the 1920’s, the Indians travelled the Mississippi R: ; sie 
eae Golden Lake Reserve in Renfrew County to Weleukos tak ae 
winter they passed through with their dog Peete: 1 Lake; in 


Lumbering was an important early industry. Unfortunately. the 
western third of the township had been repeatedly burned a and 
surveyor M. J. Butler noted in 1880 that the area had grown u ‘thick 
with poplar, aspen, cherry, sumach, and other seeeadiclass catia 
trees. Butler also discovered that the best pine had been cut down ieoash: 
out the township and that beech was the principal timber. J. R Booth 
and Farnham were early lumbermen. er 


Road construction in Mayo 
Township at the end of the 
nineteenth century. Hand 
tools were used for most of 
the work. 


township in 1880, M. J. Butler commented 
he felt, would be handicapped 


Surveying sections of the 
on its prospects. The south-east corner, 
by beaver ponds. He suggested that Mayo’s good, “somewhat stony” soil 


would hinder settlement. However, he confidently predicted that a settle- 
ment would be formed on the good land to the north of Crooked (Mayo) 
Lake. Already Mr. Hamilton, an energetic individual, was pushing 
through a north-south road to open up this area. The importance of roads 
to Mayo’s early growth was summed up by Butler: 

e large and thriving settlements in this 
e generous and judicious ex- 
, the Colonization Roads.” 


“I was surprised to see th 
section, largely, if not entirely, 
penditure of money by the Government upo! 

Perhaps the earliest settlements were those along the “Boundary 
Line”, and then at Hartsmere, “Old Hermon”, and MeArthur’s Mills. 
Prior to 1875, there was a school on the Boundary, serving the children 
of the Kerr, Stoughton, Mallard, Vandusen, Douglas, Town, and White 
families. Early settlers around “Qld Hermon” included Thomas Dodds, 


a 


owing to th 
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and the Bruce, Mather, Kirk, McMunn, 
Adams, Whyte, Stevens, Rankin, Caldwell, McEathron, pa Childs fam- 
gr a Bek t settlement of Hermon was called Stringer’s Corners 
oa ihe Tie ee McConnells, Kellers, Ramsbottoms, Beaudries, 
er eet reas Bronsons, Chattertons, Bandys, and Peacocks were 
early settlers at Hermon. At Hartsmere (Deer eerie ee enna 
was the first settler, according to the epitaph on his tombstone. e Han- 
nahs and Wannamakers came from the Madoc area. In 1881, William 
Bremner became Hartsmere’s first postmaster. He also operated the store 
and the district’s first water-powered mill. The Demerells, Youngs, Lotts, 
Millers, McChesneys, Wades, Sleepers, Barkers, and Choinards were 
other early pioneers. Their first school was erected in 1879, and some 
inhabitants can still remember Indian children attending this school. 


in 1875 the first postmaster, 


By 1890, Mayo had more than one hundred resident landholders, 
and county council separated Mayo from Carlow. Township Council first 
met in January, 1891, with William McMunn as reeve. Councillors were 
William McPherson, Charles McPherson, Robert Bruce, and David Prit- 
chard. Earlier, James Wilson had served as the first reeve of Carlow 
and Mayo from 1870 to 1874. 


McArthur’s Mills owed its beginnings to Archie McArthur, a Scotch- 
man from Almonte who visited the area in 1865 and was so impressed 
by the countryside that he soon returned. After building a mill on Gin 
Creek for William Bremner of Hartsmere, McArthur settled beside the 


neer families at McArthur’s Mills included those of R. Y. Hare (Me- 


Pritchar . : 
Kat ae oe Soanes, Thwaites, Scott, Parkhurst, Dilla- 


Arthur himself receiving the tender 


to the teacher to warn the chil, and their first minutes include a request 
aes € children against cutti , fic . 


early 1900’s. The company advertised ‘‘high grade Bessemer ores, clear white marble, gen- 


eral merchandise, saw and shingle mij, and all classes of cedar.” [from letterhead of 1906 


in H-CM-- Central Ontario alway Papers J 


In 1906, the Bessemer Iron Mines were opened, offering employ- 
ment to about fifty men until World War I. The community was named 
after Henry Bessemer (1813-98), the Englishman who developed the 
Bessemer process for manufacturing steel from cast (pig) iron. A post- 
office opened in 1906, with Harry Bingham as postmaster. The Childs 
and Rankin mines also produced iron ore, but all production ceased by 


1914. 


Religion was not neglected. At first, student ministers came via 
canoe and held meetings in private homes and later in the school-houses. 
In 1868, Reverend Archibald Lees of the Canadian Presbyterian Church 
visited the district. Organized church services began in 1880, with Rev- 
erend D. Beattie officiating at a communion service for 35 people, 22 
of whom were new communicants. Two children and four adults were 
baptized the same day. Services were held in The Boundary Line Metho- 
dist Church from 1897 to 1904. The Presbyterian Church was erected in 
1910, the minister, Mr. Telford, building the pulpit. Prior to 1902, there 
were a few Plymouth Brethren in the area; and in 1912, the sect known 
as Judge Rutherford’s Followers (now Jehovah’s Witnesses) began to 
appear. An Anglican church was in use for several years after 1912. 
Pentecostal and Free Methodist preachers have held services in the area 
periodically. A few years ago, Mennonites began to arrive from the Kitch- 
ener area; they erected a church in the early sixties. 
from physicians, the pioneers made 
luded cat-tail salve for burns, sap 
mare’s milk for whooping cough, 


Because of their remoteness 
use of many home remedies. These inc 
of the green swamp ash for ear-ache, 


a. ee 
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-d or sliced onions Sa aan See aires 
and dry mustar : oultices were applied i a the cure-all for every- 
a fever. Rye i sBleedige and castor oll W 
‘elieve ’ 
was used to re 


thing. ere to be found in ee ne axe was 
Nanv interesting customs Ww : rm. Blood charms were 
ee deen when a baby was being ou andbeleieterides were 
placed under tried and true persons. Taffy pat ‘e “the Flag of our 
used by a few t - amusements. Diapers wer : by their 
two of the many ae t can still be easily recognized a . ‘ 
aye ie . ish descen ; : ae or 
union. se pears te also “bo-le” for bottle; and “li-le 
“*W/ IS 0. 2 
speech. ee 
little. 


s is th: law Lonnie Dale, Jesse 
surviving legends is that out ‘ ‘ 
One of the surviving eae Soe 
an. s ayo for a : ! 

ames’ right hand man, settled in | ec 

: nai himself a shanty under a huge willow tree and pee ie i 
Bi Hansels Posing as a phrenologist, he told be = sae 
bumps on their heads. Then he left as suddenly as he ha : 


From about 1906 to 
1914, the Bessemer Mines 
were in operation. This 
Picture shows the ground 
being cleared by hand. 
hown are Dan Mc- 
Eathron, Ben Beaudrie, 
and J. Storey. 


To-day, Mayo Town 
stores, two churches, two schools 
serving the township since J 
local affairs, In 1962 


» and a hall. Hydro-electricity has been 
ownship council administers 
' was elected to council, be- 
member. The forest 

important industry, 
abundant and there a 
Operates Camp Wan 


proud of their township, 


Based cn field notes by U ioe eae oS ka (lose). 
Directories (1860-64); Sia Th In these Days - 


Chapter 64 


Herschel Township 


ce 
Salmon and Speckled Trout are found in abundance 
in Long Lake.” 
(A. B. Perry, 1864) 


Herschel Township was named in honour of Sir John Frederick Wil-! Nothin. 
liam Herschel (1792-1871), a noted English astronomer. With his father.) But 
who discovered the planet Uranus, Herschel pioneered the study of stars) Nam 
in space. 


Added to Hastings County in 1858, Herschel Township owed its 
beginning to the Hastings Colonization Road, which generally followed 
its eastern boundary. In 1864, the County of Hastings Directory noted | ,— 
that there was a ‘thriving settlement along the road in Monteagle and - 


Herschel’’. 


At the same time, the Canadian government was trying to settle the 
interior lands of Herschel. In December, 1856, surveyor J. S. Peterson 
was instructed to survey the township’s boundaries and sub-divide the 
eastern five lots. Peterson reported that, although the northern boundary 
was rough and stony and the southern concessions along the Hastings 
Road were often hilly and broken, there were 4,000 acres of good land 
to the east of Long Lake and perhaps 1,500 acres of good land west of 
that Lake. By Long Lake, he meant Lake Baptiste, which later received 
its present name from an Indian family. Then in 1864, the Canadian 
government despatched A. B. Perry to subdivide the remaining five- 
sixths of Herschel into lots. Perry’s findings were somewhat discourag- 
ing: 

“The General aspect of the Township is undulating, considerably 
broken with Lakes, Ponds, Swamps, Marshes, and Granite hills; the latter 
in some instances are very steep and suggest and often rise to a con- 
siderable height.” 

Perry brightened his picture by calling attention to the white a 
red pine, which he described as being of “Superior quality”, and a 
York River, which afforded “ample privileges of Water Power for Mil ne 
and Manufacturing purposes”. Perry optimistically estimated ay A 
two-thirds of Herschel was “well adapted for Agricultural purposes . 
He concluded: | 

“That part theretofore surveyed adjoining the at oe uie 
rapidly filling up. The access ne ee ets d oak ci Settlers. 
Peterson Road,—A Ready Market for the Surpluss produce ot the 


And employment for themselves and teams during the Ge Aes bas 
months. Serve to render this Township a desirable one for the Settler. 


Se a 


The Maynooth sta 
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re ‘rect in stating that the 
e Perry’s over-optimism, he was a an eh filling 
Despite : 7 Be Settlement (later calle a ee ts aaa, 
ae _ : thirty percent of the settlers in Maaco Slkeaet 
: abou a Ste : 
tes a al Herschel were living ae A Wicklow Town, 
: ee S 
: ns main business section Woe at che ji aaa 
that Cor : ; in the s : ? é 
ship. A second population centre a my mn dlided Beptre “Wak Rave: 
by the post office at Seraeey ae Bird’s Creek, Thomas French built 
and Bird’s Creek. At Bird’s La ee Tacaeesbiecie Gnceaee ie Eee 
a saw mill and cheese dar a rosinllips wile SETS AMMO i trcene! 
-th-w tion oO ’ 
shop. The north-west sect 
a eae ridges, remained largely unsettled. 


ge is shown arriy 
Il completed the fifteen mile route in 


ing at Bancroft on June 10, 1906. On this occasion, stage 


“extra good time’” — two and a 
€, road superintendent Charles Mc- 
el, Monteagle, and Faraday Town- 


L Willian. Carsw ell phte) 


driver W. Carswe 


half hours. The Passengers were John Spence and his wif 
Connell, and Philip Ryan. The route lay through Hersch 
ships. 


and Ottawa rivers. The Rathbun ¢ 


3 ompany also took out logs. Perhaps 
the first township saw mill was lo 


cated on a bay of Baptiste Lake. An- 
other mill was owned by Mr. Hughes, after whom Hughes Station was 
named. Martin Brothers Lumber Company later operated a saw mill on 
the site of the Hughes’ mill. 


To ship lumber from this area, the Irondale, Bancroft, and Ottawa 


ned around 1900. For several years, the line extended 
only as far as Mud ¢ turn table was. A stage travelled 


ecame part of the Canadian Na- 


The rugged countryside of northern Hastings has handicapped the surveyor, discouraged the 
farmer, attracted the miner, rewarded the Iumberman, and enchanted the artist, sportsman, 


and vacationer. [Uiew pa bon ake hear embermere in H-C-M- donated 
by Belleville ~ Chamber of Commerce J 

The Baptiste area is a picturesque part of Hastings County. Accord- 

ing to tradition, it was the site of a Hudson Bay Company fort in the 

eighteenth century. Later, the Algonquin Indians are said to have settled 

in the area. The district later produced some minerals; Alex Watson oper- 


ated a mica mine. 


The first roads, apart from the Hastings and Peterson Colonization 
roads, were merely paths or trails. One ran from Bird’s Creek in the 
south-east corner to Mud Creek, thence to Baptiste. Another ran from 
Baptiste to where the Baptiste school stands and then south to the Town 
Line. Youngsters living along the Town Line attended Beechmont School 
in Faraday Township, while those living nearer Baptiste attended school 
there. After 1951, these schools were closed, and the pupils were trans- 
ported to the central school at Bird’s Creek. 


Farther north in the township, a five mile road serves the McGarry 
Flats area and a growing tourist development on a north arm of Baptiste 
Lake. Just south of the village of Maynooth, the Scott Line Road served 


what was known as the Shields Settlement. 


Throughout most of its existence, Herschel has been united with 
Monteagle Township. However, in 1960, Herschel was established as a 
separate municipality, and Frank G. Peever was elected as the first reeve. 


six hundred inhabitants farm, lumber, or work 
rist industry plays an ever-increasing role in 
bed a century ago by A. B. Perry as being 
lmon and speckled trout fishing. 


At present, Herschel’s 
in nearby Bancroft. The tou 
the Baptiste Lake area, descri 
a fisherman’s heaven, because of its sa 
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Chapter 65 


Monteagle Township 


“From all the information I have been able to ies 
this is the best township on the Hastings Koad. 
(J. S. Peterson, 1858) 


With a population of almost 1,000 persons, Monteagle Is one of 
the most heavily populated townships in north Hastings. Its development 
began about 1853 when Publius V. Elmore surveyed the route for the 
Hastines Colonization Road. The route passed along the western boun- 
dary, with some deviations caused by lakes and streams. In December, 
1856. J. S. Peterson was instructed to survey Monteagle’s boundaries 
and to divide the western third into farm lots. Peterson found that the 
southern lands were rather too sandy and light for good agriculture. Al- 
though he believed the township’s surface to be “all hilly or undulating”, 
Peterson wrote in glowing terms of the interior, whose soil was described 
by experienced woodsmen as being of a very superior quality. He con- 


cluded: 


“As this township affords facilities to sustain a large population, 
and as many people are now looking for land to settle on in that locality, 


I would strongly recommend that the residue of the township be subdi- 
vided into Concessions and lots for settlement.” 


In 1858, Monteagle Township was officially created and added to 
Hastings County. It was named for the Right Honourable Thomas Spring- 
a Lord Monteagle (1790-1866), who served as secretary of state for 
the colonies. Lord Monteagle was born in Limerick, Ireland. 


Thanks to the Hastings Road, the western lands began to fill up, and 
" feu the government decided to implement Peterson’s recommendation 
ieee ee a surveying of the rest of the lands. From July to Novem- 
ee 0 : J. Haslett completed the township survey. With the ex- 

a narrow band along the eastern boundary, Haslett found that 


the land was fit for gs 

: : ettlement, “ ile 

highest hills, which ae eee even on the tops of the 
are 


timber,” Haslett wrote. Th 


these lands could be drained and sa dams had caused several swamps, 


ot always practical good farms. Roads, Haslett 
Swamps, and lakes”: however fee concession lines, “owing to hills, 


Were sseveral saagdhisites sfarutoads: 


still confined to the lands 
spoke of a “thrivine 
schel’’, 


eaeyeasietr (}aey) 
= wd 
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The identity of the first settler is unknown, although some give the 
honour to Jerard (Jarad) Welsh, who is reported to have come in by 
canoe in 1835. A native of the state of Maine, Welsh married an Indian 
girl shortly after his arrival and spent most of his lifetime trapping in 
the Monteagle area. Another early settler was George Bartlett, whose house 
on Lot 19 of the ninth concession must have been erected after 1861. 
Attracted by the beautiful stands of pine and maple, James McAlpine and 
his sons were pioneers along the northern boundary. McAlpine patented 
his land in 1863, and George McAlpine is the fourth generation to make 
his living from that land. Other settlers before 1865 included John Daly, 
Patrick Ward, Martin Hughes, Patrick and Michael Moran. John Rouse. 
and Michael Doyle. 


Probably in the 1860’s, the Musclow family arrived in the township. 
settling at the site of the present community of Musclow. The Musclows 
came from Eganville, as did the Glenns and Rutledges. 


~ 
— 


iS 


aes 


SRS 


i in front of the old log 
eee CL acl ot the "slusglow Settlement tes No. 9). 
Wionane earl Ua itan Blaricem | 
Although most early settlers were law abiding, eee ene ee 
at times. In the spring of 1862, the scythe murder of a - a 5 a e 
William Munro, led to the pcos : sion tage ee es ane 
1 é reac ; hi 
ag fe or became ie centre of much continuing eee 
Religious strife was stirred up, since Munro had been a Protestant an 


the Aylwards were Roman Catholics. ey 
Monteagle and Herschel were joined together from ne en satis 
ion 1 i ‘ald was the first reeve of the ¢ 
-ation in 1960. John Fitzgera a 
eae Among the council’s first tasks was the selection s ade 
bi nae aad of whom looked after two miles of road. eS ot oe nes 
fs rs tavern keepers’ licences was set at $15, and applic 
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required to have at least four “spare” beds and to be able to stable four 
span cw 7 panty and early methods were primitive. An 

ae eA early wheat being harvested by cutting off the head 
prticee sees: shine by hand. The grain was cradled and treated 
- “There are said to be two surviving hollowed 
in Monteagle where the settlers 


with scissors and thr 
by hand for many years. ! 
stones in Herschel Township and one 
ground their corn into meal. 


£0, 


Threshing on the farm of Fred Kilusk 19 Bae | i 
y, 04. A rod co t 
the threshing machine, which was located in the barn. ie eee ea mermeaicaceyis t° 


betel 


Lumbering in the 1870’s was the backbone of 
the ge Eddy Company took out many hand-hewn squared timber, each 
more than fifty feet in length. James McAlpine and James Grant were 


ae é ink been river drivers, Later, the Whitney, Rathbun, and 
alley lumber companies exploited the forests | 


Industry developed to a smal] degree in Monteagle. At Bell’s Creek. 


east of Maynooth, Mr. B 
» Mr. Bell operate é ; 
shoes, and moccasins. Cheese ie oy See He also made harness, 


tories at Greenview, Salmon Tr 
ed to put the distric 


the township’s economy. 


t farmers on their fe 


ipping by train. One of the town- 
been Max Miller, who 


€s since around 1900. 


rom two properties just 


The Graphite Mine in 
action, Monteagle Town- 
Stipe MGS. fem. 1 


sth 


Main Street, Maynooth, 


Central Ontario Railway station 
at Maynooth. 
[Mer Fev: Buelele 


ts bees) was the centre of a flourishing feldspar mining 
| mines were opened within a two mile 


town famous for 1 
industry. More than a dozen smal 
radius of the MacDonald Mine. This mine was the largest one, producing 


5. Feldspar mining con- 
the other township min- 
idum, nepheline syen- 


35,000 tons of feldspar between 1919 and 193 

tinued intermittently until about 1950. Among 

erals studied, and worked in some cases, were corul 

ite, mica, and radioactive elements. . 
Monteagle reached a population peak shortly before 1900. Lum- 

bering and agriculture were still competitive. Families were often large; 


John McAlpine had 16 children, and John Musclow had liz. 
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gi x ulation taxed the existing sdioulls is eEraps the 

The increasing Saal by 1865 along the Hastings Road, near May- 
st of these had nee as built at Hybla; and about 1870, S.S. No. 3 
Late Ss f Maynooth. In 1890, James Best of Herschel 
caret ae for the trustees of S.S. No. 3. The school 
‘as to be completed with three and a half months. Best ae puile it 
was to be Cor ea ‘ke manner, and according to the best of his art and 
“in good workman like manner, treat men and women teachers equally. 
skill”. The early trustees did oe hiro utonk CD Sick aan 
since they paid a man $310 i ii teachen Tee Gee EN oAl, 
Still, they enjoyed having h ss years canteen me tgecos 5 
pine succeeded a teacher 0 oe se cr cre compen en rere 
great preparations to Hee. i Lif ie ay. The new teacher had the 
ilege of providing board for her. Life was g bey 1 Ant rentlinc: 
time of her life. “There were dances, card parties, plays, and rea Ns, 
and fun like I’d never had before.” 


fir 
nooth. 
was erected 
undertook to build a nev 


Monteagle’s first church was located on the Peterson Road at the 
township’s northern: limats It was a Protestant Church, built about 1882 
and used by Anglicans, Methodists, and Lutherans. Later, it was called 
Emmanuel or White Church. Other churches included Zion Church 
(1886), Maynooth Methodist Church (1896), and Christ Anglican Church 
(1901). About 1901, the Lutherans erected their first church, which was 
replaced by a new building in 1964, 


The township population has not increased in the twentieth century. 
Soil depletion, the decline of lumbering, and the closing of the nearby 
Bancroft uranium mines led many young people to leave. To-day, there 
is no public school in Monteagle; pupils are taken by bus to schools in 


Wicklow and Herschel. The loss of the agricultural fair in adjacent Mc- 
Clure Township and the decline of baseb 
limited the recreation outlets. Still, the to 
Ing Opportunities are s in the county. The tourist industry, 
coupled with agriculture. ¢ 


forestation programme are keys to Monte 


The Shamrocks ball 
team Monteagle, 
1910. Standing (| 
to r) Jack Fitzger- 
ald, Jack McAIp- 
Pine, Mike McAI- 
Pine (Marysville), 
Mike McAlpine, 
Jim McA| Pine 
(Marysville), Jim- 
mie McAlpine, Pat 
Cassidy, Kneeling 
(1 to +) Anthony 
McAlpine, Joe Mc- 
Alpine, James Sg- 
bourin, Je Bs Mc- 
Alpine. 


notes Trem /1rs-H-A -Fentie, May neecth ; “4rs- MY Lave 
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Chapter 66 


Carlow Township 


“At the time I completed the Survey there were in 
the township twenty Clearings comprising in all 270 
Acres and the Settlers all appear to be doing well and 
in very good circumstances .. .” 

(C. F. Aylsworth, Sept. 4, 1866) 


For many years before the coming of the first white men, the water- 
ways of Carlow Township were known to the Indians. Their birch bark 
_ canoes travelled the York and Mississippi rivers. The remains of two dug- 
out canoes are still visible, at Mallard and Whyte lakes. At least one 
Indian land trails crossed the township. Such Indian relics as pottery. 
pipes, arrow heads, and skinning tools have been found. Guy Wilson of 
Boulter has a collection of these articles, many of them found on the 
site of an old camping ground on the shore of Fraser Lake. 


Lumbering was the industry that first drew attention to Carlow Town- 
ship. As early as the 1830’s, lumbermen from the Ottawa Valley began 
to take out the giant pine timber. By the 1860's, the best pine had been 
culled out, and C. F. Aylsworth discovered in 1865 that there was little 
remaining pine suitable for squared timber, although many saw logs were 
available. 


Aylsworth had been sent out by the provincial government to survey 
the township. On May 23, 1865, his party of ten reached Madoc Village 
and then proceeded north on the Hastings Road. From York River, near 
Bancroft, the party went five miles east to Egan’s Farm in Dungannon 
Township. Then the nature of the countryside forced Aylsworth to stop 
for a few days, until his men could build canoes to carry their provi- 
sions into Carlow. On May 31, eight days after his departure from Ma- 
doc, he began the survey. Aylsworth wrote: 


“The greater portion of the Township is composed of excellent farm- 
ing land. The Soil is principally Sandy loam and the Timber chiefly 
Maple, Beech and Basswood (that is on the Best land). 


Although the south-east and north-west corners were particularly un- 
suited for agriculture, the surveyor believed that the central lands would 
be excellent for farming. On 20 clearings totalling 270 acres, the settlers 
in 1865 were growing 30 bushels of fall wheat per acre, about 40 bush- 
els of oats, up to 200 bushels of potatoes, and over 2 tons of hay per 
acre. There was a good turnip crop. The settler’s diet, according to Ayls- 
worth, also made use of the salmon trout, pike, bass, perch, and speckled 
trout, all of which were present in large numbers in the various lakes and 
rivers, notably the York and Little Mississippi rivers. There were two 


TS EI eS 


HISTORIC HASTINGS 
Page 362 | 

: k River and one on Papineau Creek, although 
loped by 1865. Aylsworth completed his 
Pieiiad him the “nicest survey” in the 
and there was not a gore 


cood mill sites on the ie : 
none of these had ae eve Z 
work in February 1866, leaving apete 
All concessions and lots were sq 


pig wesc ) in the township. 


(triangular section of land 
The earliest settlers arrived before 1865, rat ae by tae me 
: : <ibilities of the area. Among the irst were the Wilson 
agricultural possibi Robert. They came in from Springtown, a commu- 
pum oe ee of the long rapids on the Mada- 
waska River. After thirteen portages on their way ae a te ee 
they were told by some Indians of a stand of good hardwoo ush. There, 
each man cleared two acres before returning to Springtown to help with 
the harvesting. In the late summer of 1863, accompanied by Sam Mallard 
and George Bartlett (who almost drowned when their canoe upset in 
Calabogie Lake), the Wilsons returned. Their landing place on the Little 
Mississippi, marked by a dead pine on a height of land, was later known 
as Haryett's Landing. They burned their fallows and built a log cabin 
on the land belonging to James. Then they went back to Springtown for 
the winter, returning to their new farms the following spring. They 
brought with them a horse. Since there was no bridge across the York 
River, they had to swim the horse across. Unfortunately, the horse was 
a stubborn stallion and refused to enter the water. The men felled a 
‘pruce tree into the water, and put a long rope on the horse. One man 
got out on the tree and pulled the horse into the water, while the others 
prompted the horse with a gad until he swam across. 


Another early settler, also from Renfrew County, was J oseph String- 
er, after whose family Stringer Lake was named. The McAllisters, John 
Halliday, Alex Stewart, William Allison, William Hynes, Andrew Tel- 
ford, John Stewart, George and A. E. Towns, Edward Bartlett, and J. 


R. Tait were other earl] : : 
te y settlers. In 1867, Th W d 
William McWhirter settled near Fraser Lake. Ce car ae 


everal lumber companies operated in Carlow, including the Hilliard 


S 
and Dixon Lumber § 
was established ‘ ieee no Conroy Company. A lumber depot 


pot contained a store a ae! farm at Havergal in east Carlow. This de- 
shop. As elsewhere e ff ng-house, and a blacksmith 


te © county, the pioneers 
winter as part-time lumberers, pe: Stri eer i 


be seen, The name “Andrew Duncan” 
rently th y one of his companions, are 
ess es these river drivers were believed 

ast so 
ames Taylor me of these ghosts were only too 


nture with a orn experienced foreman on the river 
Sn0st” on the Madawaska River. Tay- 


Lumber operations in Carlow Township, 1919. James Taylor was the foreman, and J. D. 
Pennock of Boulter was the scaler. The last big river drives to leave Carlow for the Ottawa 
River were in the years between 1915 and 1922. These drives were by Findley and Ferguson 
Lumber Company. Between 60 and 70 thousand cords were in the river drives. After 1900, 
Charles Kelly and later E. Lumb operated a sawmill on the York River below Boulter. Guy 
Wilson started lumbering in 1924; in 1936 he started the first saw mill at Bailey’s Lake in 
Carlow Township. The picture below shows a log jam on the Madawaska River. 


lor’s job was to travel up and down the river bank at night, checking a 
log jams at the rapids. He carried a long birch with a torch on a Be 
His path went past the graves of several river men who had arenes 
in the rapids. One night, he saw something white standing near the ee 
Conquering his fear, he approached the spectre, which 2S lie 
to move back. The “ghost” seemed to fall over a root, and Taylor oe 

the figure with his long pole and kicked it with his Le aia , he 
figure’s yelling finally brought two chums on the run. The pair explain- 


TT ne eee Se 


Boulter General 
Store, 1908. 


29 Sate 
ed that it was all a joke and then gathered up the “ghost and carried 
him to camp, where he nursed two broken ribs. 


The completion of Aylsworth’s survey in 1866 was followed by 
increased settlement. The Carlow Colonization Road from Combermere 
to Mayo Township helped settle the lands around Havergal, Boulter, and 
Fort Stewart. In 1869, the township’s first post office was opened at 
Boulter; mail was carried in from L’Amable. Boulter was named after 
Dr. G. H. Boulter of Stirling, the County warden in 1867 and the first 
member for North Hastings in the Ontario Legislative Assembly after 
Confederation. Later, post offices were opened at Conroy (1879), New 
Carlow (1882), Havergal (1886), and Fort Stewart (1891). After the 
“Conroy Farm” post office and store burned in 1883, the post office 
was relocated in the farm house of John D. Campbell. Having a better- 
than-average education and a liking for poetry, Campbell asked that the 
post office be named in memory of Frances Ridley Havergal, noted 
poetess and hymn-writer, F ort Stewart was named after John Stewart, who 
Ai =) early tavern. This offered the only accommodation for trav- 
ellers. Lhe only reason ever given for calling it a ‘Fort’ was that it stood 


on a height of land, from which a person could see eight miles of grand 
scenery. 3 


: ee settlement in Mayo and Carlow Townships led in 1870 
€ creation of a united township, with James Wilson as first reeve. 


In June, 1890, Hasti . 
ae astings County approved the separation of the two town- 


The school served as 
Another school, the F 
continued to be used 


Havergal school was built; it was 


The two-room school near Fort an Dares in 1916 by the “Tin School”. 
township’s eig 


eNietiy GLa 2ientaw. uonees unnastaot alie 


hty pupils, with a few at New Carlow 
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aie oe Carlow took its name from an 
s os struggles between English and Irish) 
were Scots, and the Presbyterian Church w: 
ister to the settlers. ae 


Irish town and county (fa- 
? an of the early settlers 
Mrs. James Wils sie gape a the first to min- 
POE Ae carn, home hefoce owen organized and taught Sunday 
ee ada Acchibald Lees and ae ee oe clergyman. After 1868, 
oes James Wilson and Robert re : rae a Pee 
and the former : ; were ordained elders in 1] 
eee a ae Erato in the first church, built south sh ay 
Fallgived. Nowth i Ree oe a and a Brethren Church (1902) 
art, Mennonites from the Kitcl Sp tien 
presently use the former red school-house as their chapel ea 


Biss Br ice oon aaa About 1873, the Carlow Centre Cricket 
: i a s from Combermere and L’Amable. The Carlow players 

ere nattily attired in white pants and shirts, with red socks, and red and 
white caps. Their flag was white with four red C’s “os weal 


1889. Back row: Grace Wilson, George 
Jim Legris, Hannah Wilson, Robert 
adsworth, Maggie Stewart, Jim Stringer, 
Robert McLean, Peter Stringer. 


Ball players and their lady friends near Boulter, 
Stringer, Linnie Wadsworth, Jim Stewart, Jennie McLean, 


Stringer, Mary Jane Dick; Second row: Dawson W: 
Mary Wilson, Bob Campbell, Mary Young; Front: 


The cheese industry was growing at the beginning of this century. 
Women made their own before 1900; then a cheese factory was erected 
at Fraser Creek. This factory operated for about thirty years. District 
cheese was exhibited at the local fall fair which was held in the early 
1900’s, until financial problems caused it to cease. 


From about 1905 to World War I, Carlow experienced a mining 
boom. Corundum, a mineral noted for its abrasive qualities, was mined at 
the Burgess Mine in Carlow and the Craigmont Mine in nearby Raglan 
Township. Both sites are now ghost towns, and little evidence of the min- 


ing boom remains, except a lon 
Craigmont and rock caverns at 


g, almost hidden, underground tunnel at 
Burgess Mines. Never 


theless, for a time 


HISTORIC HASTINGS 
Pase 366 
yeral miners and offering a market 
produce. When Robert Stringer, a store one ae 
emith near Stringer Lake, drove the first car : the ce avi ae = 
Ford with right hand steering — some of the mor cae: ae a 
Burgess Mines offered him a dollar to take Hea Pont +h feth 
munity: Stringer agreed, and the group had a ride, a ee , ht bl . & 
more timid miners backed away, fearing that the vehicle might blow up. 


they brought prosperity, employing sé 


for the farmers 


The township’s northern position has meant a slower growth for the 
tourist industry than in some more southern townships. Yet, even in the 
1920’s and 1930’s, many guest homes catered to tourists. To-day, there 
are fewer guest homes, since vacationers usually bring their trailers or 
tents. or build cottages on Fraser Lake and the other waterways. 


Despite, or perhaps because of, the township’s small population— 
about 350 persons—Carlow’s citizens are a proud people. They take 
creat pride in their pioneer ancestors. On the south shore of Fraser Lake. 
the fifth generation of the Wilson family is resident on the homestead 
of Thomas Wilson. Other families have given up their family lands, but 
still regard them as a part of their proud heritage. For 81 years after 
1863, the Allison family farm near Fraser Lake was inhabited by de- 
scendants of William Allison, a weaver of Scottish origin. 


Tt 


A wedding at the old Allison hotvestead 


Carlow Township, June, 1911. 


Based sn diary and field notes Pe ious Lak eS Teter 


(1854) and (1261) ditto by Forneri anda Ken d ah c / : 
Fes by D-K ed +R. iennedy ter MéClure (1870) ; dive = 
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Bangor Wicklow and McClure Townships 


“Very few Squatters had Settled in these Townships 
tho Many are now Coming in to examine the land . . .” 


(E, H. Kertland, 1859) 


Bangor, Wicklow, and McClure are the most northern townships in 
Hastings County. With a combined population of about 700 persons, they 
have been grouped together for municipal government; however, the in- 
habitants of each of the three take great pride in stressing the individual 
features of their own township. ; 


The townships were named in the late 1850's. Bangor was probably 
named after the Welsh town of Bangor, famous for its beautiful surround- 
ings. McClure honoured Sir Robert John McClure (1807-1873), the Brit- 
ish Arctic explorer who first proved the existence of the Northwest Pas- 
sage. The third township, Wicklow, took the name of an Irish county 
and town. 


The noted explorer and geographer, David Thompson (1770-1857), 
was one of the first persons to leave a record of his visit to the area. 
In October, 1837, he passed through Bangor Township, making use of 
the waters of the Madawaska River and Kamaniskeg Lake. On his map, 
Kamaniskeg Lake was identified as “We mine tik oos” or the “Lake 
of Isles”. At the eastern end of Kamaniskeg, Thompson is believed to 
have come across a squatter named McRae. This settler gave Thompson 
a sack of potatoes and sold him thirty pounds of flour so that he could 


continue his journey. 


David Thompson was followed by other explorers and surveyors such 
as J. J. Haslett, but it was only in the late fifties that the government 
made a real effort to survey the lands. The opening of the Hastings Road 
along the McClure-Wicklow boundary caused the government to send I 


S. Peterson to the area. In December, 1856, Peterson was instructed to 
survey the boundaries of McClure an 


d Wicklow and to lay out some 
lots for settlement. In all, he divided 26,200 acres into lots. Most of 
these lots were in the sout 


hern concessions, where Peterson described 
the land as “good and competent to sustain a large settlement’. ae a 
lands, he claimed, were in the third, fourth, and fifth concessions 0 x : 
low. Unfortunately, the lands farther north in Wicklow were eae 
poor, sandy and rouene. In McClure Township, the land ee aver 
poor, although along Papineau Creek there were stands of en ine : = 
and red pine timber, which will become valuable in the lumber sas cet”. 
The best lands in McClure were to be found in the south-east, in the vicin- 


ity of the present communi 


ty of Maynooth. 
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‘eference for Wicklow over McClure as a site for settle- 
nee 8 to send Toronto surveyor Edwin Henry 
of Wicklow and to survey sections of 
Bangor and Radcliff. Kertland’s diary described his peu os I pie 
ed Belleville for My Market Town judging from its peoeray oS P a 
that provisions could thence be conveyed to the sae eye SH) ie ess 
expense than from any other point; although had I at t a ae oon 
the Comparative Merits of the Hastings and Opeongo roads I shou 
Certainly have selected Ottawa even had the distance thence to the Centre 
of My Work been greater than from Belleville . . . 


Peterson's ) 
ment led the government 1n 185 
Kertland to complete the survey 


Kertland complained that the maximum load taken by teamsters on 
the Hastings Road north from Madoc was 800 pounds, half the load al- 
lowed on the Opeongo Road from the Ottawa area. Also, the wagons 
travelled an average of twelve miles a day on the Hastings Road, half the 
rate of speed on the Opeongo Road. “Even moving at this rate,” Kert- 
land wrote, “we were obliged to unload several times and help the 
empty Waggons up the hills, the men carrying the loads on their shoul- 
ders.” 


Kertland finally reached Egan’s farm in Dungannon, where the pro- 
visions were transferred to canoes for the rest of the journey. Two days 
later, the party reached a lumber shanty near Maynooth. The actual sur- 
veying began on November 6, 1858, eleven days after the party had set 
out from Toronto. The survey’s progress was slowed by a heavy snowfall: 


“The snow during the winter of 1858-59 was very deep (about 4 
feet) and seldom even fit for the use of Snow-shoes — adding to this 
the great shortness of the days . . . living under Canvass in the depth of 


Me a is a thing that very few of the toughest lumberers will consent 
i eae 


1B, ees Kertland completed his survey. One of his predictions 
Widted eee earlier work—was that the northern lands of 
pint os ae rater prove to be a better quality than the south- 
eastern seen of B: pee eC Oe good pine stands in the 
rae sail a aie although they were being thinned out. Very 
ied that the bridging of the Ope nn nibs by 1858, but Kertland predie- 
Madawaska River ea le ‘ peongo Branch (Peterson) Road over the 
sections of the Hastings R ead many of the settlers along the northern 
ing in from the south ee to eS the Opeongo route, rather than com- 
Ons aa ee : is will Inevitably be the case.” he wrote. “wh 
ity has become the permanent seat of government et 
In 1860, Kertland : 
tion. Despite his ay me oie townships for further explora- 
veying in winter, he still] ments on the trials and tribulations of sur- 
ee ugailies —- preferred winter work, since in the 1 - 
: early sum 
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. . . flies render perfectl 
: y accurate work almost an impossibility: 
In a early part of June I had much difficulty in keeping a party ie 
a S all the axemen having more than once determined upon giving up 
the Work, and indeed Considering their Swelled faces and blinded eyes 
I could not wonder at their desire to get relief...” 
Flies were most to be dreaded, Kertland noted, from the middle of 
May to the middle of July, which period later surveyors were advised 
to avoid. 


In 1860, Kertland found that there was still only a handful of 
settlers. However, lumbering was growing, and Daniel McLachlin, of 
Arnprior, described as “a well known and thoroughly energetic lumber 
merchant,” had several camps in operation in 1860. The townships’ main 
problem remained the lack of good roads. With improved transportation, 
Kertland wrote, the area would “become the first and most populous part 
of the Province”. Until such roads were built, the townships would “re- 
main for years to come further from their County town than Toronto is 
from Montreal”. 


An important part of the 
lumber camp was the “cook 
house’. The workers include 
Sterling Hoare of Bangor 
(arms folded). 


Early survey reports boosted Bangor and Wicklow more than Me- 
Clure. In 1860, Kertland described the land along Bangor s eighth and 
‘best land in the whole survey”, and Wick- 
low was reported to have much good land. Only in 1870 did the ie 
ment divide the residue of McClure Township into lots. > alge ee 
neri and Kennedy accomplished the task, despite heavy nee : ee § 
the roads almost impassable and poor transportation ae : 2 pee 
plies for three weeks and resulted in short rations. The surveyors a" 
complained about the labour shortage: 


i : Wi s on 

“The men refused to remain any longer with us he Gear 

laboriousness of the Snow-shoeing, and we could not repla anes 

able rates, inasmuch as the Lumbermen were offering as high as j 
son ates, 


Dollars per month.” ae 
i yer “ous Swamps <« 
found that there were numer ar 
? eee about a quarter of McClure would be suit- 


tenth concession lines as the 


account of the 


Forneri an 
beaver ponds, and that on 


Winter travel often depended on horse and cutter in the early years of this century. The 
Joseph Longs of Bangor prided themselves on driving a smart horse and cutter. Buffalo robes 
helped to keep the family warm. 


able for settlement. There were some likely looking areas, however: 
“Although these tracts present a very pleasing appearance to the eye, 
yet on a close examination, the soil is found to be very stony.” The sur- 
veyors commented further: 


“The central portion of the Township has been visited by a Tornado 
al no very distant period: the trees are not only upturned but in many 
instances are broken off at some distance from the Ground.” 


McClure’s pine timber resources were said to be of fair or medium 
quality, although they were not yet being worked in 1870. Forneri and 
Kennedy predicted that the township could become a good stock-raising 
area. McClure’s population was very small, although the surveyors re- 
marked on the very hospitable reception they received. The only settled 
area in 1870 was in the southeast, where the Scotch Settlement of twelve 
families raised produce for the local market. This settlement was along 
the Scot’s Bush Road, just north of the village of Maynooth. The sur- 
veyors found that Maynooth, “at the intersection of the Peterson and 
Hastings Roads, being the four Corners of McClure, Herschel, Monteagle 
and Wicklow, is a thriving business place, containing fot Stores 2 
School house, Black-smith’s Shop and other places of ind M ; 
nooth probably was n; : . es a 

Pp y was named after the town of Maynooth in eastern Ireland. 


of McClure were the Doyle, Dillon, Bennett. 


and Lynch families, who came in f 
; rom the south b 1 . 
The MacLaren, Barr, and Cannon families sat ia gem 


eee if les came from near Perth, arriving 
2 way of the Peterson Road. Other pioneers were the Baragar, Gannon, 
ewitt, and Hamilton families. i j 


Among the early settlers 


Michael Doyle was the f 


ment was known as D 
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cee ats 2 Bee: he Pon his supplies over the Peterson Road, 
Fen gas orter and better route. In 1871, Michael Doyle was the 
ee We ee est omied oie of Bangor, Herschel, Me- 

ure, gle, an icklow. These townships remained a municipal 
unit until the withdrawal of Monteagle and Herschel in 1874, at which 
time J. W. Bennett became the first reeve of Bangor, Wicklow, ne Me- 
Clure. By 1888, Maynooth had four stores, two blacksmith shops, two 
houses of public entertainment”, a grist and saw mill, a Presbyterian 
Church, and a Roman Catholic Church. The village’s prosperity Ss 
boosted by the lumbering. In the late 1800's, the Shae Bronson, "Eddy 
and Rathbun companies took out red and white pine. The rica of fhe 
Central Ontario Railroad gave a fresh impetus to lumbering after 1908. 
and there was a growing market for pulpwood. Sawmill operators includ- 
ed D. K. Card and Sons, 1908-55; Martin Brothers in the 1920’s, and 
J. S. L. McRae in the early 1950’s. 


The first school in McClure was built, probably before 1870, on 
Lot 11 of the Hastings Road. To-day, the township is part of a consoli- 
dated school area, and students attend the Maynooth Public School in 
Wicklow Township. H. A. Fentie has been principal of the Maynooth 
Public School for 36 years. 


McClure’s first post office, called Tara, was established in 1861 at 
Doyle’s Corner’s. It became Oxonden in January of 1863, and finally 
Maynooth in April of the same year. 


Lake St. Peter in northern McClure received its name more than a 
century ago. For some time the nearby settlement was known as Porter- 
ville; however, in 1910, the station on the new extension of the Central 
Ontario Railway was officially called Lake St. Peter. The first school, a 
log structure, was replaced by a new building in 1912. 


Despite predictions by surveyor Kertland in 1859 that northern 
Wicklow would become an important area for settlement, this was never 
realized. Only limited settlement took place, mostly in the south-west 
near Maynooth, or in the south-east near Maple Leaf. The natural beauty 
of the area has attracted cottagers to Papineau Lake, on the eastern boun- 
dary, and tourism has developed into an important industry in all three 


townships. 

ownship furthest from the seat of county government 
Belleville. It contains three settlements: Purdy, Centreview, “_ mi 
Rapids. Purdy was named after a lumberman by that me as oe ese 
Lake (originally called Loon Lake). Purdy’s early sett Sapte | : : Bs 
and bush workers who settled along the Peterson Road. : ote ne 
mark in early days was “Paddy” O’Brien's See tie eit. 
leading north from that hotel to Centreview was, anc still, ki 


illi Lake became the first postmaster at 
cae hig ee ae Dee avant 1870 were Duncan MacGregor, 


Purdy. Pioneer names prominent a 


Bangor is the t 


Tl 
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Pag Payne, John Cairns, and ack ata Dafoe was 
sley Dafoe (1866-1944), a lea es rman 
the Ottawa Evening Journal an : ; Winnipeg 
Free Press. He was a figure of national Cee and helped repre. 
a Canada at the Paris Peace Conference in f } | 
3 Purdy’s first school was built before 1874 by the ete cls: With the 
Maile as f the door, the window trim, and the teacher’s desk, the build- 
hie ee ia ly constructed by men with broad axes. For a time there 
hi cae ane children sat on benches along the walls. The 
ioe: were fashioned from newspapers by the lady teacher. A 
new school was built in 1914. 


Joseph Long, George 
the father of John We 


who served as editor of 


The settlement of Centreview probably got its name because of its 
position, midway between Purdy and Bell Rapids. From Centreview there 
is a splendid view, overlooking such lakes as Purdy, James, Papineau, 
White Duck, and Kamaniskeg. A. Y. Jackson, one of the Group of Seven, 
has spent much time in the area capturing on canvas the colourful autumn 
beauty of Bangor. Henry Boyle and George Riley were early settlers, at- 
tracted by what a surveyor in 1860 described as the “best land” in the 
three northern townships. Centreview’s post office opened in 1914, with 
Henry Blaney as postmaster. A cheese factory operated in Centreview 


for some years after 1896. In 1963, the old school became a community 
centre. 


Making maple Sy- 
rup at A n d rew 
James’ farm, Cen. 
treview. 


is the county’s 
aska Rj ave been named after Robert Bell, 
Iver area above Kamaniskeg Lake in 


A school Was erected 


under John Hicks, 


rch was th 
1900. The Brethren, Baptist, ae Prareh. at Purdy, built around 
ave sent travelling mig za R 


issionaries through and Roman Catholic Churches 


Pioneers of Bangor in front 
of a log house at Bell Rap- 
ids: Mr. and Mrs. William 

(A) Cowan and Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Watson. (1) 


The life of the Bangor pioneers was similar to that of — settlers 
throughout north Hastings. Farming and logging were the main occu- 
pations. The lumber camps and the corundum mine at Craigmont pro- 
vided cash markets for the farm produce. In the winter months, the men 
would be absent, working at lumber camps; and their wives and small 
children grew accustomed to hearing wolves howling nearby at night. A 
few of the men earned as much as $1.25 a day mowing hay. Some 
women earned 25 cents a day shearing sheep. Home medical remedies 
were popular, and teeth were extracted without freezing. The usual diet 
consisted of potatoes, salt pork, beans, and home-made bread. 


The township’s population has decreased. Marginal farms have been 
deserted, and the families are smaller than they once were. Usually by 
the age of 14, the boys would leave home to work in the lumber camps 
for about $15 a month. The girls would stay home or go out and do 
housework until they were married. 


Many of the early settlers were superstitious. It was thought that 
certain people had the power to do evil to their neighbours. After she 
had been refused permission to use a farmer’s straw to make straw hats, 
a Bangor woman is said to have walked through the farmer’s wheat field; 


within a few days the wheat field turned black. One way of breaking an 
evil spell was to put a black hen in a bag, and, after backing up to the 
your shoulder and get away 


‘ntersection of two roads, throw the bag over Lepore al 
quickly, never looking back. Another story was that after two feu ing 

J . aetce - ats 
neighbours died, their fighting continued. Driving by the gigs 
people could hear the same old bickering. Laon it alba n os = 
igati ty. One of the pair had gone ac 
tization, a grave was found to be empty. of eS ee 
cane hills Picts he could be heard at night riding his horse and herding 


stray COWS. 


iskeg in eastern Bangor 
Kamaniskeg Lake in eastern ! is 0 ie tee 

lakes. Its name is said to be Indian for Wild Goose”. On iv pies 
2 1912 the sinking of the stern-wheeler ay 


i ene of ne See =. 
ee cer ied by Gaptain el Ge Hudson. Nine a ese Mrs. 
Fred Richter, whose uncle was the ““Mayflower s pilot, has wt 


‘5 one of the county's largest 


n 


\ 


i he_ ill-fated 
t J. C. Hudson of t 
Bees tragic victim of a storm 
on Lake Kamaniskeg, November 12, 
LSu2e 


It was a stormy night back in nineteen twelve 
With wind and a driving snow; 
The Mayflower rocked as she left Barry’s Bay dock 


For Combermere, some miles below. 


All was well as she whistled and headed forth 
Through the narrows of Barry’s Bay; 
She was sailing straight although she was late, 
Holding firm as the wind held sway. 


Captain Hudson, the owner, had been called upon 

To make this special run; 

With no thought of dread they went to pick up the dead — 
The body of a Mr. Brown. 


They were late getting away from the bustling Bay, 
But happy as they homeward wheeled; 

Though darkness fell, there was no sound of knell 
As they steamed past the shores concealed. 


Aaron Parcher was Pilot at the post of command, 

A helmsman dear to each mate; 

The passengers told tales midst the howl of the gales, 
Litle knowing they were near to their fate. $ 


It was opposite Gull Island that the tr 
Someone shouted, ‘“There’s water 
When they got up on deck there w 
“God help us! God help us!” 


ouble began— 
inside!” 

as water to their necks 
they cried. 

Pilot Parcher struck out bravel 
He told them that he 
“Hold tight boys. Sta 
The last words he w 


y to swim to the shore, 
Ip he would seek, 


y afloat. I'll come back with Dad’s boat.” 
as ever to speak, 
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Frantic cries were lost in the howl of the storm, 
Their eyes gathered tears of distress; 

| As they tossed to and fro in the deep boundless foe. 
What thoughts came to their minds—who could guess? 


It was not until next day in the late afternoon 

That the few survivors were found; 
| On each face there was cast all the horror that had passed 
p As they told that the rest were all drowned. 


They had floated to Gull Island on the Casket. 

| As said in Ripley, one dead man saved three! 

No truer words were said: they were saved by the dead — 
A miracle was it destined to be? 


Many years have gone by since the sinking 
Of the Mayflower to her watery grave, 

A tragedy gone past, memories that will last 
For the loved ones who tried to be brave. 


To this day she remains in the Kamaniskeg 

A sorrowful sight-seeing wreck 

There’s a feeling of woe as you look down below 
And gaze at her water soaked deck. 


; 
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Aberdeen, Governor General, 185-6 
ee ee Lady, 184-6 
ccidents, 58-9, 63, 67, 69, 76-8 

240, 272, 278, 362 oe a 

Actinolite (Bridgewater) , 6, 107-8, 143-4, 151 
172, 174, 197, 222, 319-22 aes 

Adolphustown, 22, 25, 56, 85-6 

Agriculture, 8, 16, 17, 26, 27, 32, 39, 42, 48 
54-59, 63, 91, 92, 108, 112, 124-8, 142. 
173-5, 179, 180, 246-9, 260, 263-7, 270, 
275, 279, 280, 288, 293, 298-300, 307, 
309, 325, 329, 331, 334, 358, 361-2, 372-3 

Agricultural Societies, 108-110; See also Fairs 

Aitken, Alexander, 291 

Albert (village), 273 

Albert College, 116, 148, 176-7, 201 

Allen’s Mills, 292! 

Allison Family, 366 

Ameliasburgh Township, 8, 44, 72, 85 

American Civil War, 134, 139 

American Revolution, 19, 20, 23, 30, 33 

Ann, Queen, 19, 20, 226 

Annwood, 238-40; See also Trenton 

Anson Junction, 281 

Appleby, Nathaniel, 102, 103 

Appleby, Thomas, 271 

Ashley, William, 260, 263 

Auctions, 47, 269, 270 

Aylsworth, C. F., 124, 146, 318, 361, 362, 364 

Aylward Orphans, 357 


Baird, N. H., 167-9 

Baker, William, 284-5 

Baldwin, Henry, 48 

Baldwin, Robert, 74, 83, 96-7 

Bancroft, 2, 144, 157, 174, 215, 234, 237, 322, 
338-44, 348, 354, 355 

Bangor Twp., 108, 144, 201, 367-75 

Bannockburn, 172, 309, 310, 311 

Baptiste Lake, 248, 341, 353-5 

Barry’s Bay, 345, 374 

Batawa, 251-2 

Bayside, 246-8 

Beaver Creek, 298, 328, 335-6 

“Bee”, 58, 63, 216, 278, 331 

Beechmont, 354-5 

Beeman, Dr. Truman I., 343 

Bell, John, 119, 148, 162-3 

Bell, William, 22, 32, 36, 38, 43, 191-2, 203, 
204, 246 

Bell Rapids, 371, 372 

Bell View, 281 

Belleville, 6, 11, 13, 15, 21, 30-38, 40-54, 56, 
57, 59, 61, 65-73, 75-99, 101-5, 108, 112- 
117, 129-38, 140-8, 152-5, 158-66, 173-93, 
196, 198, 202-15, 217-238, 257-8, 261-2, 
315, 317-8, 368 

Belleville Riot, 158-166 

Bell’s Creek, 358 

Benjamin, George, 52, 78, 86, 88, 101, 102, 
118, 133, 209, 212 

Benson, Samuel M., 48, 70, 291 

Benson, Stepheng 76, 83, 86 

Bessemer, 157, 351-2 

Biculturalism, 185, 234 
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Big Springs, 281] 

Binninger, John, 22, 19] 

Bird, Robert, 121, 126 

Bird’s Creek, 354-5 

Black Creek, 3, 323, 325 

Black Diamond Cheese Company, 173 
Blairton, 63 ; 
Bleecker, John, 34, 67, 238-40, 283 
Blessington, 273 

Boer War, 228 

Bogart, 292 

Bon Echo, 34 

Bonarlaw, 281 

Bonnycastle, R. H., 78-9, 95, 209, 264-5 
Booth, J. R., 346, 349 

Boulter, (village), 363-5 

Boulter, Dr. G. H., vi, 292, 363 


Bowell, Mackenzie, 132, 135-6, 181-7, 212. 22: 


Bowen (village) ; see Deseronto 
Bowen, W. R., 253 

Brant, Joseph, 20-22, 269 
Brennan, Rey. Michael, 209 


Bridges, 35, 47, 58, 67-70, 88, 101, 104, 


129, 


235, 239-41, 243, 253, 256, 269, 277, 284, 


286, 301, 308, 336, 348, 362 
Bridgewater; see Actinolite 
Brintnell, A. H., 173 
Brock, Isaac, 36-8 
Bronson (village), 346-7 


Bronson Lumber Company, 333, 341, 346, 354, 


371 
Brown, James, 161, 230 
Burdon, Alexander, 88, 94, 196 
Burgess Mines, 365-6 
Butler, M. J., 345-9 
“Buy Canadian Campaign”, 94 


Campbell, Rev. Thomas, 70, 73, 85, 202-3, 208, 


247, 248 
Canada Company, 59, 74, 292 
Canniff, John, 55, 259 


Cannifton, 89, 107, 112, 143, 174, 196, 200. 


259, 261, 263 
Cardiff, 340 


Carlow Twp., 108, 125, 144, 199, 217, 224, 


350, 361-6 
Carman, Rey. Albert, 176 
Carmel, 251 
Carrying Place, 39, 40, 67, 69, 81 
Cashel Twp., 324-30, 336 
Cayuga Indians, 10, lie 15 
Centennial Projects, 249, 293 RoI: 
Champlain, Samuel de, 12-14, 238, 307 


Cheese, 142, 173, 175, 228, 249, 252, 263, 281. 


282. 289, 308, 329, 358, 365 
Chisholm, Alexander, 31, 38 
Chisholm’s Mills, 273, 292 
Chisholm’s Rapids, 168-9, 251 
Circus, 72, aes - 

ersy Reserves, 42, 00, 
oe Till, 157, 234, 310, 327, 331-3 


Clothing, 26, 28, 36, 37, 47, 48, 94, 98, 106, 


114, 133, 218, 219, 230, 247 
Colborne, Lt.-Gov. J., 76, 211, 242 


Coleman, Thomas, 50, 53, 56, 75, 202, 213 
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‘plonization Roads, : 
= Addington (Perry), 126-8 
Carlow, 364 
zevir and Kaladar, 126 : 
age 106, 108, 120-8, 315, 319, a 
330-31, 334-6, 338-9, 341, 345, 348, 
353. 356, 361, 367-8, 370 
Madawaska, 126 
Mississippi, 126-8, 348 
Monck, 126-8, 341, 348 
Opeongo, 126, 368 
Peterson, 126, 353 
Tudor (Snow), 127, 346 0 
Conroy Lumber Company, 362, 371 
Corby, Henry, 110, 118, 140, 182, 222 
Corbyville, 54 ; 
Conity Council, 88, 90, 100, 105, 118, 129, 
32-4, 139, 141, 144, 148, 153, 154, 169, 
198. 231, 235, 237, 266, 314, 319, 320 
Court House, 53, 86-7, 91-2, 95, 98-9, 101-2, 
143, 233-4, 237 
Court of Quarter Sessions, 85, 88 
Crimean War, 326 
Crowe Lake, 298 
Crowe River, 121, 298, 335 


Dafoe, Dr. Allan Roy, 318 

Dafoe, John Wesley, 372 

Dancing, 32, 222 

Darcey brothers, 270 

Davy, Benjamin F., 91, 113, 214 

Deane, W. H., 324 

Death, 8, 247, 259, 335, 373-5: See also Acci- 
dents 

Deer Creek, 313, 317 

Deganawedah, 8-10, 268 

Deloro, 2, 150, 172, 304-6 

Demorest, Smith, 258 

Denison, Merrill, 34 

Denonville, Marquis de, 17 

Depression of 1837, 59, 169 

Depression of the 1930's, 235, 305 

Deserondyou, John, 20-1, 274 

Deseronto, 2, 8, 19, 22. 78. 135, 142-3, 156-7, 
174, 215, 232, 274-7, 325, 333 335 

Detlor, 346 

Dominion Day Celebration. 140-1, 175 

Dougall, Benjamin, 80, 87. 97 

Doyle, Michael, 370-1 

Doyle Settlement, 353-4. 

Duff’s Corners, 293 

Dungannon Twp., 108, 345-7, 361, 368 

Durham, Lord, 83-4, 87 

Durie, Lt. Col. W. S.. 163-4 


Eagle Hill, 8-10 

Eagle (Wollaston) Lake, 330-3 
Eagle’s Nest, 338 

Easterbrook, George, 297 

E. B. Eddy Company, 358, 37] 


Education, 22, 32, 35, 44-5, 48, 77, 88, 100-1 


104, 113, 115-6, 176-7, 181, 191. 
248, 259, 260-1, 267, 288, ae : eit rs 
328, 339, 350, 360, 364, 371.2 °° 7” 
Egan Creek, 346-7, 368 
Eldorado, 144-8, 154, 172, 307-8 
See also Madoc Gold Rush 


- 310, 312: 
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Elections, 27, 29, 44, 76, 96-8, 100, 182, 212, 
214, 230-1, 346 

Electricity, 178-9 

Elgin Treaty (1854), 108, 139 . 

Elmore, Publius V., 120-1, 324, 338, 356 

Elzevir Twp., 57, 61, 105, 108, 126, 141, 151, 
174, 195, 231, 308, 319-23, 325 

Emo. Thomas, 289 

Epidemics, 51, 105, 316 

Everett, John, 42, 53 


irfield’s Bridge, 261 

oa 55-57, 91-2, 108-110, 231, 241, 254, 262, 
268. 271, 279, 294, 326, 332, 344 

Faraday Twp., 108, 144, 322, 338-40, 345 

Faraday Village, 333 

Farley, Deborah, 258 

Farrell’s Corners, 293 

Fenelon, M. de, 15, 16, 66 

Fenians, 105, 134-139 

Ferguson, John, 32, 36 

Fidlar, Edward, 100-1, 280, 283 

Fires, 114-5, 174, 276-7, 284, 317, 325 

Fishing, 8, 27, 223, 235-6, 298, 334, 353, 355. 
361 

Flint, Billa, 48, 53, 102, 107-8, 112, 132-3, 151, 
153, 176, 182, 197, 219, 319-22, 343-4 

Flinton, 108, 319 

Floods, 42, 94, 142, 235 

Food, 8, 15, 25-7, 78, 96, 113, 216, 222-3, 242, 
308, 334-6, 361 

Foresters, Order of, 255, 267 

Fort Frontenac, 17-8 

Fort Henry, 80, 82-3 

Fort Hunter, 19-21 

Fort Stewart, 364-5 

Foster, W. A., 158, 162-164, 166 

Foxboro, 32, 104, 173, 200, 203, 216, 243, 257, 
258, 260, 263 

Frankford, 2, 3, 80-3, 103-4, 143, 169. 189. 200, 
206, 215, 222, 243, 252-6 

Fraser, Isaac, 64-5 

Fraser Lake, 361, 366 

Fraser, Senator W. A., 245 

Frobisher, Benjamin, 19, 167 

Fuller, 287, 289 


Gabourie, Felix, 292 

Galinee, Abbe, 16, 238 

Gananoque, 78-9 

Gardiner, Herbert F., 176 

Gardiner, Rey. James, 82, 196, 206 

Gauen, Henry, 289 

Georgetown, 292-3, 296; See also Tweed 

Gill and Fortune Company, 325 

Gillespie, George H., 312 

Gillespie, H. G., 262 

Gilmour, (village) , 327-9 

Gilmour Company, 142, 170, 242, 276, 309, 
317, 325, 327, 330-5, 342 

Gilroy, 333 

Gin Creek, 350 

Givens, Rey. Saltern, 265-6 

Glaciation, 3 

Glanmire, 327, 329, 341 

Glen Ross, 25] 

Gore, Lady Bella, 43-44 


| 


INDEX 


Gore, Francis, 41, 43-5, 75 
Dore Robert, 67, 74-5, 167, 240, 259. 264 
Grand Trunk Railway Brigade, 137 
Grand Trunk Strike, 158-166 
Grape Island, 207-8 

Graphite Station, 358 

Green, Rey. Anson, 70-72 
Greenview, 358 

Grimsthorpe Twp., 61, 121, 319-23 
Gull Lake, 335 

Gunter, John Harry, 328-9 


Haight, Canniff, 193 

Haldimand, Sir Frederick, 20-3 

Hall, Captain Basil, 264-5 

Halloway, 262, 263, 289 

Halston, 273 

Hambly, William, 28-9, 67, 257-8, 278 
Ham/’s Corners, 336-7 

Hardinge, Dr., 332 


’ Harold, 280 


Harper, Rev. W. S. F., 206-7 

Harris, Widow, 168-69 

Harrison, Edward, 161-2, 189 

Hart, Samuel, 82, 214 

Hartsmere (Deer Meadow), 349-50 

Haryett’s Landing, 362 

Haskins, James, 254-5 

Haslett, J. J., 356, 367 

Hastings and Prince Edward Regiment, 326- 
7; See also Militia 

Hasting’s Village (Madoc), 108, 313-4 

Havergal, 362, 364 

Hawley, Sheldon, 82, 86, 239-41, 283 

Hayden, Dr. Anson, 52, 77, 260 

Hayden’s Corners, 260 

Hayes, Charles, 60-2, 68, 85, 204, 298 

Hayes, M.P., 121, 122 

Hazzard’s Corners, 309, 321 

Head, Sir Francis Bond, 242, 254, 266 

Henderson, Rev. James, 345 

Hennesey, David, 72 

Hennessey’s Point, 35 

Hermon, 350 

Herrington, Thomas, 64 

Herschel Twp., 108, 144, 338. 348, 353-60, 370-1 

Hickson, J., 158, 164-5 

Hilliard and Dixon Lumber Company, 328, 
362 

Historical Society, 105 

Hog Lake, 286 

Hogan, 325, 327 ‘ 

Holden, Dr. Rufus, 48, 109 

Honeywell’s Corners, 261-2 

Hope, Dr. Wm., 129, 131, 133 

Hospitals, 51, 100, 105, 178, 180, 237, 344 

Houghton, W. H., 220-21 as 

Housing, 31, 33-4, 43, 49, 55, 92-3, 121-2, 179, 
180, 185, 247-9, 951, 258, 270, 275, 279, 
345, 366 

Hudson, J. C., 373-5 

Hudson, William, 263, 272 

Hudson’s Bay Co., 182, 355 

Hughes Sarat ar 

Hungerford Mills, 

inheneoul Twp., 3, 30, 59, 61, 81, 85, 103, 
105, 151, 195, 197, 206-7, 210, 288, 291-7 


Hungry Bay, 263 
eee Year, 26-7, 257 
unting, 8, 13, 14, 27, 46, 78, 290. 334. : 
» 14, 27, 46, 78, , 334, 36( 
Huntingdon Twp., 3, 4, 28, 30, 59, 61, a + 
85, 174, 195, 206-7, 286.90 mie 
aoe Indians, 8, 12, 14, 18 
utton, William, 47, 88-9, ¢ : 
See » 98; 10-11, 193. 
Hybla, 358 


Indian Missions, 14-20, 207-8. 265 

Indian Woods, 77 

Indians, 7, 11, 15, 21, 23-4, 28-9, 32. 251. ; 
ans, /, Il, lo, 21, 23-4, -9, 32, 251, 298, 
348-9, 361-2; See also Hurons. Mohawks. 
ete. 

Ireland, W. H., 245 

Irish Settlhement, 287 

Iroquois Indians, 8-10, 12, 14-5, 18, 22 

Iroquois Lake, 4,5 

Irwin, Charles & Co., 143 

Ivanhoe, 174, 288-9,315 


James Brothers, 322 

Jamieson Lake, 346-7 

Jamison Family, 296-7, 319 
Jarman Lumber Company, 345-6 
Jelly’s Rapids, 326-7 

Johnson, Bill, “Pirate”, 80 
Johnston, Quintin, 330, 334, 339, 341 
Johnstown, 246 

Jones, Peter, 207-8 

Jordan, The, 326 

Justices of the Peace, 84 


Kamaniskeg Lake, 367, 373 

Keefer, Samuel, 104 

Keeler, Frederick, 269 

Kellar’s Bridge, 309 

Kente Indians, 17-8 

Kertland, Edwin Henry, 367-9, 371 

Ketcham, Rev. James, 205 

Ketcheson, John R., 101, 307, 320 

Ketcheson, William, 37, 56, 98, 246 

King, Mackenzie, 235 ci.63, 73 

Kingsford, 273 39 HOUEG + ete 

Kingston, 22, 25, 27, 33-4, 37-8,,48, 55-6,,64-9, 
"69, 78-9, 80, 82, 85-6 88. 90-2, 117, 191 R20 

Kirk. Charles, 315 

Korean War, 306 

Kotte, Louis, 42, 246, 257 

Kruger, John, 34 

Ku Klux Klan, 235 


Lachine, 15, 20-21, 24 

Lahontan, Baron de, 17 

Lake-on-the-Mountain, 223 

Lake St. Peter, 371 

Lake Twp., 61, 120-121, 298-300 s 


L’Amable Lake, 121, 338-339, 341, 345-346, ie 


364-65 He 
Land Boards, 27 
7 


Landforms, 1-6 Bo usin ee 
Land-holding, 24-25, 27-28, 35, 45, 58, 63, 74, 7 
39-90, 101, 205, 259, 266-267, 269-270, 278, 


300 
Langhorn, Rey. John, 202 
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Larkin, 293 

Latta, 262 ii % 8 

ue Lge ase 64-5, 72-4, 

= 93,86, 91.2, 101, 103, 147-8, 158, 166, 
169, 175, 241, 266, 295-6, 318, 357 

Lazier, R. L., 270 

Lazier, Major S. S., 162, 166 

Lazier, oem nae 
vens, Roswell, 35 rd 

oe 8-9, 34, 37-8, 251, 272, 348, 352 

Lennox and Addington County, 29, 84? 108 

Levisconte, Charles, 92, 132 

Libraries, 221-2 

Lime Lake, 172, 292 4 

Limerick Twp., 108, 144, 325, 330, 334-7 

Lingham, Job, Lumberman, 93, 317, 323 

Lingham Lake, 323 

Lister, Dr. James, 94 

Long Lake, 353 

Lonsdale, 200, 272-3 

Lotteries, 220 

Luke, Philip, 286-7 

Lumbering, 33, 39, 46, 48, 54, 58, 91, 106, 108, 
112-3, 115, 126, 142, 167-71, 173-5, 247, 
250-1, 260-1, 264, 271, 274-6, 299-300, 309, 
311-2, 317-8, 325, 328-9, 333, 335, 341-2, 
346, 349, 354, 358, 361-4, 369-71, 373 


Macaulay, Justice J. B., 73 

Macdonald, John A., 82, 87, 90, 139, 175. 183- 
6, 239, 318 

Mackenzie, Alexander, 165-6. 183. 318, 331, 
335 

MacKenzie, Donald, 307. 313 

MacKenzie’s Mills. 313 

Mackenzie, William Lyon, 74, 77. 81. 83, 211 

Mackintosh, William, 201, 318 

MacLeod, Henry A., 325, 328. 334 

Macoun, Family, 176-7 

MacPherson, Allan. 70 

Madawaska River. 5. 120-1, 124, 334, 345, 354. 
362-3, 367-8 

Madoc Gold Rush. 143-51, 153. 303-4, 307, 
310, 317, 321, 325 

ie Junction, 154 

Madoc Twp., 28, 51. 59, 61, 67. 74, 81, 10 
120-2, 145-8. 149-51, 153-4. 195-6, aie 
210, 236, 307-12, 316, 320, 325, 368 

Madoc Village, 2. 6, 102, 108, 117, 123, 143, 
145-8, 154, 172, 174, 195-6, 199, 299. 995 
236, 275, 313-18, 322, 336, 345. 36] 

Maguire, Charles, 345 

Manahan, Anthony, 63-4, 78 

Manitoba School Question, 186 

Maple Leaf, 37] 

Marlbank, 172, 275. 292 

Marmora Iron Works, 60-5, 167- 

eg ee BOs 303 ee 

Marmora Twp., 57, 59-65, 74, 81, 
120, 195, 206-7, 210, 298-300, ae a a 


Marmora Village, 2, 60-5, 104, 117, 120, 143- 
4, 157, 170, 200, 204-5, 207, 225, 298, 301- 


“ 3, 335 

Marriage, 17, 202, 216-7, 335-6 
Marsh Hill, 249 ; 
Marysville, 205, 271 

Masonic Lodge, 32, 35, 315 
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Massassaga Point, 8, 177-8, 223 

“Mayflower” ( steamer), 373-5 

Maynooth, 342, 344-5, 394-5, 358-9, 367-71 

Mayo Twp., 108, 125, 348-52, 364 

McAlpine, Mrs. J. P., 360 

McArthur, Archie, 216, 348-9 

McArthur’s Mills, 216, 348-50 

McClure Twp., 108, 144, 360, 367-75 

McCollum, H. C., 81 

McCrea Post Offlce, 329 

McDonnell, Rey. Alexander, 204 

McDougall, Hon. William, 184 

McGarry Flats, 355 

McGill, Peter, 63-5 

McIntosh, John, 35, 38, 258 

McIntosh, Martha, 42 

McKinnon, Hugh, 175 

McLachlin, Daniel, 369 

McLean, Robert, 89, 90 

McMurray, W. A., 327-8 

McNab, James, 50, 77, 83 

McNabb, James, 35, 38-41, 44-6, 55-6, 68, 75- 
6, 83, 202, 205 : 

McNabb, Simon, 35, 39, 44, 45, 75 


Meacham, Doctor Seth, 35, 38 

Meagher’s Mill “Ghost”, 272 

Mechanics Institute, 176 

Mecklenburgh District, 27, 84 

Medicines, 213-4, 254-5, 335, 351-2 

Meighen, Arthur, 235, 285 

Melrose, 224, 272-3 

Metis, 182, 188, 190 

Meyers, Adam Henry, 98, 168, 239 

Meyers, Captain John W., 33-5, 38, 41-6, 56-7, 
66-7, 75, 85, 202, 238, 246 

Middleton Park, 251 

Midland District, 29, 53, 84, 86-7, 193 

Mikel, W. C., 13, 227, 234. 

Militia, 2, 32, 36-41, 77-83, 134-8, 161-6, 182, 
189-90 

Millbridge, 123, 326, 334, 341 

Mill Point; see Deseronto 

Milltown, 272-3 

Mining, 3, 6, 108, 172, 174, 237, 290, 292-3, 
295, 298, 304-7, 310-14, 317, 322-3, 325, 
328-30, 332, 334, 339-40, 347, 351-2, 358-9, 
365-6, 373; See also Madoc Gold Rush, 
Marmora Iron Works 

Mississauga Indians, 21, 24, 31-3, 35, 41-2, 45, 
207-8, 257, 291, 313 

Mississippi River, 345, 349, 361 

Mohawk Indians, 19-22, 24, 70, 74, 78-80, 191- 
2, 264-71, 274, 291, 313 

Mohawk Tract; See Tyendinaga Reserve 

Mohawk Valley, 19-20 

Moira Lake, 286, 290 

Moira River, 5, 8, 13, 31-3, 40, 42, 45-6, 52, 
59, 94, 107, 112, 142, 173, 235, 258, 278, 
296, 309, 328 

Moira River Conservation Authority, 227, 311- 
2 ap) 

Moira Village (Thurlow Twp.), 34, 53; See 
also Belleville 

sage al (Huntingdon Twp), 173, 286, 


Money Hole, 25] 
Moneymore, 292 
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Monteagle Twp., 108, 144 
aaa > , 206, 353, 355-60, 
oodie, Dunbar, 87, 92, 95- 
F 219-20, 294 , 95-6, 98, 113, 214, 
oodie, Susanna, 19, 62, 83, 91-6. 10 
> ’ ; . “Us 16-7, 1 > 
ee 214, 216, 218-22, 261, 267, 271. se 
Moon, Lyman, 146-7, 317 
Morgan, John, 281-2 
Mowat, Farley, 236 1 
Mowat, G., 198, 200 
Mud Creek, 354, 355 
Mumby’s Mills, 311 
ee Allan, 296 
Munro Village, 287-8, 292; S l 
MOeeMeIined a6 145 ne 
Murdoch, William, 323 
Murney, Edmund, 87, 91, 96-8, 113, 118 
ae Corners 325, 331, 333, 335 
urray Canal, 59, 67, 100, 104, 152. 243, : 
Musclow, 357 oar 
Museum, 101-2 
Music, 130-1, 136, 140-1, 178, 189, 194, 200, 
210, 216-7, 219-23, 227, 265, 267 


Napanee 70, 135, 165, 172, 224, 226 
Naphan, 273 

Napoleonic Wars, 36 

National Policy, 184 

Nelson, Robert, 320 

New Carlow, 364 

New France, 12-18 

Newcastle, Duke of, 130-2 


211-5, 241-2, 275, 343; See also individual 
villages 

Nichols Chemical Co., 293, 295, 306 

Nine Mile Rapids, 167-9, 253 

Noble, Warren, 269 

Norman, Captain Ralph, 326 

North West Company, 19 


Oak Hills, 3, 6, 249-50 

Oak Lake, 223, 250-1 4 

O’Carroll, John, 82 

Odd Fellows, 94, 176 

O’Flynn, E. D., 314, 318 

O’Hara, James, 307, 311-3 

O’Hara Mills, 311-2 

Old Hermon, 349 

Oneida Indians, 10, 15, 20 

Ontario Business College, 177 

Ontario School for the Deaf, 177 

Opera Houses, 175-6, 178, 221, 233 

Orange Lodges, 89-91, 130-2, 140, 181-3, 185-6, 
222, 230, 234, 289, 308 

Ormsby, 336, 358 

Oronhyatekha, 255, 267 

Ostrom, Daniel, 57 

Ostrum, Ruliff, 27 

Ottawa (city), 173, 354, 368 

Ottawa River, 14, 19, 29, 342, 354. 

Otter Creek, 293 

Otter, Lt. Col., 163 


Oxonden, 371 
Ox Point (Point Anne), 169, 260 


Pacific Scandal, 183 
_ Paddy Road, 371 


Newspapers, 43-44, 48, 82, 99, 144, 175-6, 181, 


Papineau Creek, 362 

Papineau Lake, 371 

Parcher, Aaron, 374-5 

Paris, Treaty of (1763), 19 

Parker, Sir Gilbert, 226 

Parker, Robert, 283 

Parker, Thomas, 50. 86 

Euan Lake, 339 

earce Lumber Co., 65, 143, 170, 299-: 

Pendergast, John G., oe ace mae 

Perry, A. B., 126, 353-5 

Peterborough, 104, 111, 117, 153 

Peterson, J. S., 353, 356, 367-8 

Petrie, Alexander Oliphant, 72-3 

Phillipston, 262 

Pig Street, 250 

Plainfield, 262 

Point Anne, 81, 169, 260, 263 

Politics, 75, 96-9, 183-4, 287; See also Elec 
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297, 322 
Central Ontario, 153, 155, 157, 172, 244, 
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Salmon River. 5, 13, 22. 58. 70, 269, 271-2 
Samson, James H., 48, 75-6 
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34, 278, 


INDEX 


Seymour, Uriah, 313-14 

Shannon River, 22, 269 

Sraavenville, 38, 77, 88, 104, 112, 142, 161, 
200, 206, 217, 269-71, 273, 345 
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; In June, 1967, the Dominion B SHafichi 
j In 1966, the total population of 94,127 was sae arid = a over the past century. 
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t) a Tyendinaga Indian Reserve -----------~ See Hie ho ee eae 893 
Endpapers: The Hastings County Court House and Gaol, 1878, from a view in Belden’s 
F Illustrated Historical Atlas of the Counties of Hastings and Prince Edward. The court 
Py) house was erected in 1838-39 when the county was set up as a separate ‘oie for 
b| judicial purposes. Prior to that time, the district courts had been held only at ings- Kin ae 
nS ton or Adolphustown. Tenders for the building in 1837 called for it to be of strong ch fect 
M substantial coursed work, with massive stone quoins, door cases, eaves and sills, the venicle 
competition was held to select the 4 Gazette 
—————/ 
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